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Minutes of the Meeting of Probus Club Vancouver held at the Point Grey Golf & Country Club, 3350 Southwest Marine Drive, Vancouver on Tuesday the 13th day of Janauary at 10:30 AM.

1.  Calling the Meeting to Order.  George Adams, the President called the meeting to order at 10:30AM, with 136 persons present.

2.  Introduction of Management Committee Members.  The Chairman introduced some members of the Management Committee.  

3.  Publication Deadline.  The Chairman announced that the deadline for next issue of the Newsletter is on Thursday 22 January 2009

4.  Future Activities.  The Chairman introduced Jim Cruickshank the Activities Committee Chairman who reminded the members of the following events:

•  Valentine Lunch on lucky Friday the 13th day of February 2009 at the Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club, 3811 Point Grey Road, Vancouver.

•  Visit to the Vancouver Olympic Centre Curling Venue, Richmond on Tuesday 
10 March, 2009.

•  Visit to the new Vancouver Convention Centre  in April.

5.  Guest Speaker Jake Kerr.  The Chairman introduced Duthie Welsford, who introduced our guest speaker, Jake Kerr, the principal owner and majority general partner of the Vancouver Canadians Baseball Team 


Purchase of the Team.  Three years ago, Jake who enjoyed baseball as a boy in Vancouver, heard that the Vancouver Canadians were for sale.  He entered into difficult negotiations with the then owner "Fred' who had in an unusual manner.  It was and is a farm team for the American League's Oakland Athletics.  The investment was not a business investment, but was an "investment with a heart".  His co-owner, Jeff Mooney, in addition to helping run the Vancouver Canadians is Executive Chairman and controlling shareholder of A & W Food Service of Canada Inc. and a Board Executive with VANOC.


Team Affiliation.  The Vancouver Canadians are the only minor league (affiliated with a Major League Team) Single A professional baseball team in Canada.  In 2000, "Fred" had moved the team from Oregon to Vancouver.  Other teams in the Northwest League are from Boise, Spokane, Tri-Cities Washington, Yakima, Eugene, Everett,  Salem-Keizer Volcanoes.  They play 76 games beginning in June and ending in September, with 38 home games.  The Oakland Athletic decides which players are to play for the Vancouver Canadians.


Venue.  The games are played in Nat Bailey Stadium, a 58 year-old venue, at 4601 Ontario Street near Little Mountain with seating for 5100.  "Fred" had no lease for the Stadium, but there is now a 25 year lease, from the Vancouver Parks Board.  Improvements costing $5,000,000 were planned, of which $3,000,000 has been spent. There are clean washroom and plenty of parking.  Fencing has been changed provide better home run excitement, seating has been changed, and a barbeque area as been enhanced to make the food experience more enjoyable. One of the main attractions of the games is the food, mostly good quality hamburgers, hot dogs and beer and lately sushi. 


Attendance.  The average attendance at games is growing, in 2007 it was 2900 (up 30%), and in 2008 it was 3250 (up 8%).  The Vancouver Canadians were named the Fastest Rising Sports Franchise in Vancouver.  Sponsorship programs are in place, and all billboard space has been contracted.  Management is conscious of pricing, they provide entertainment for a family of four for $50, seasons tickets start at $8.81 per ticket. 


For the 2009 season, Managements goals are to provide the premier summer family entertainment experience in Vancouver:


•  More exciting fan experience without raising ticket price


•  Better food and drink options without losing the ball park essence


•  Ensure the ball park is all about family fun


•  Give back to the community and make a difference


Andy Dunn.  Jake introduced one of his co-owners and Team President Andy Dunn.  He joined the Vancouver Canadians front office staff in 2007.  He had lots of experience with the Florida Marlins, Montreal Expos and Washington Capitals organizations.  He is an experienced baseball marketer, bringing in innovations for the Vancouver fans, including: numbered seating, the Club Mascot "Bob Brown Bear", hula night, prom night, fireworks presentations, barbeque picnic in the park (all you can eat and your reserved seat  for $34 per person) and "dancing sushi".  He follows the baseball maxim "an empty seat never bought a coke and a hot dog".


Andy Dunn wants the Vancouver Canadians to be a part of the community. They provided 500 meals for the homeless on Thanksgiving.  They have started an organization for young players called "Vancouver Canadians Rookie Team".


Terry McKaig and UBC.  Andy then introduced TerryMcKaig, the head of the baseball program at UBC, who explained the program, now in its 12th year.  It permits young baseball players to get baseball training and still go to university in Canada.  He described UBC's new state-of-the-art baseball facility.  He thanked Jake Kerr for being a lead donor for these facilities.


After questions, Norm Weitzel thanked the speakers.


The meeting then terminated and lunch started.
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