Minutes of the Meeting of Probus Club Vancouver held at the H.R. MacMillan Space Centre - Lower Level, 1100 Chestnut Street, Vancouver on Tuesday the 13th day of October 2009 at 10:00 AM.

1.  Calling the Meeting to Order.  Nick Thornton, the President, as chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM, with 189 persons present.  Ted Horsey, the Secretary, acted as secretary to the meeting.  

2.   Membership Committee.  Don Newman, the Chairman of the Membership Committee introduced five new members:  Gordon Houston, Brian Maunder, Brian Peters, John Sullivan and Merlyn Royea.

3.  Speakers Committee.  David Scott, the Chairman of the Speakers Committee advised of the following future speakers:  

10 Nov 09 Darren Entwistle CEO Telus; 

8   Dec 09 Preston Manning Senior Statesman; 

12 Jan 10 Tom Prendergast CEO Translink; 

9   Feb 10 Larry Goldenberg M.D. on Men's Health; 

13 Apr 10 Max Cynader M.D. on The Aging Brain; 

8   Jun 10 David Emerson former Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

He thanked members for their suggestions and help in arranging for the speakers and asked for further suggestions.  


On a show of hands, it appeared that so many would be attending the Preston Manning talk the probable venue would be the Vancouver Academy of Music (across the street, same free parking). 


David Scott suggested that members consider speakers from across the Rockies or south of the 49th parallel when recommending speakers to his committee.  

4.  Website.  Jon Collins, the chairman of the ad hoc website committee, reported that the new Website was now up and running, but not open for general use until a few wrinkles were ironed out.  At this time the password will be distributed, and familiarization sessions held.

5.  Treasurer's Report.  The Treasurer, Wayne Audette reported that the annual financial statements, as approved and adopted by the Management Committee would be in the next newsletter, and that he would be moving at the next meeting that they be approved.

6.  Activities Committee.  John Cruickshank, the chairman of the Activities Committee reported that on Monday 19 October 09 at 12:30 PM the Richmond Speed Skating Oval would be open for the trials selecting the Canadian Olympic Team.  The cost is $5, and members could stay on in the afternoon and watch the trials.  He apologized for the late notice, but had only just been able to make arrangements.

7.  Newsletter.  The editor, Roy Williams announced that the dead line for copy for the next newsletter is Thursday 22 Oct 09.

8.  Historian and Archivist (Investment Club).  Gordon Thom announced that there was room for three more members at the Rotary / Probus Investment Club, which meets the last Thursday of every month at the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club.  Members who wished to join should contact him.

9.  Guest Speaker:  Chris Rudge, Chairman of the Canadian Olympic Committee


Mr. Rudge was introduced by his long time friend, John Cruickshank.  Mr. Rudge's curriculum vitae is in the last Newsletter.  


Mr. Rudge said the Olympic movement was mystifying and all powerful, parts were not very nice, but it was wonderful movement, like the Red Cross, with no shareholders, and accountable to no one.  In Canada now, there is a Canadian Olympic Committee, which is the Canadian arm of the International Olympic Committee.  For the time-being, there is also the Vancouver Olympic Committee, or VANOC which is organizing the 2010 Olympic Games being held in Vancouver / Whistler under the auspices of the International Olympic Committee.  The International Olympic Committee is accountable only to itself.  It is composed of a number of prominent persons from all countries of the world, including royalty, governors and other persons.  


Mr. Rudge said that the Olympics had phrases that capture the spirit of the Olympic Games:  in 2006 at Turin it was "Celebrate Diversity", and in 2008 at Beijing it was " Celebrate the Best of Us".  Today he proposed to talk about three subjects relating to the Olympic Games:  (a)  putting on the games, (b)  building the Canadian team, and (c)  Olympism.

Putting of the 2010 Games.  Mr. Rudge said that the 2010 Olympic Games in Vancouver / Whistler was one of the few games where all venues were completed 2 years in advance.  The original capital budget was $460 million, and with inflation it was increased by $110 million to $570 million, the increase being picked up by participating governing bodies.  


He said that the operating budget was $1.6 - $1.7 being paid mainly by suppliers  and that the IOC finds that the 2010 Games are being well run.  The side benefits were enormous, and include: the Canada Translink Line, the Vancouver / Whistler Highway, the new Vancouver Convention Centre and the Olympic Athletes' Village. A city rarely has such a good opportunity to promote itself.  He cited Athens and Barcelona, which prospered from their Olympic games.  The benefits are amortized over 20 - 30 years.  No economists had been hired to quantify the economic benefits of the Olympic Games, but if there were, the benefits would be enormous.  Starting with the Torch Relay, the world would be coming to Vancouver / Whistler.

Developing the Canadian Olympic Team.  Mr. Rudge said that Canadians did not have a good record at winning gold medals at Winter Olympic Games--for example Canadians won no gold medals at the 1972 Sapporo Winter Olympics, the 1980 Lake Placid Winter Olympics or the 1988 Calgary Winter Olympics.  In 2003 the Canadian Olympic Committee decided that something should be done for getting Canadian athletes to the Olympic podiums.  The first thing was a change in attitude--that it was nice to have many Canadian athletes participate in the Olympics, but that we should have more achievers on the podiums.  Canada was letting its good athletes down in not providing proper financing and coaching assistance.  In 2004 the Canadian Olympic commissioned and received a report that $110 million over five years was needed to finance the training of potential Canadian Olympians.  


These moneys were provided through a number of sources, and the slogan "Own the Podium" was promoted.  Only those athletes who had a reasonable chance of winning Olympic medals were given financial support, to permit sufficient money for their training and coaching.  Although Canadian athletes had won a number of world championships, there were very few conversions into Olympic medals.  The "Crazy Canucks" won only one Olympic medal.  The Canadian Olympic Committee made arrangements for Canadian athletes to prepare for Olympic competition.  They arranged an isolation  retreat for team members to meet with Canadian athletes who had won Olympic medals so they could learn about it from successful athletes.  The Canadian athletes were also given training by psychologists and media experts.  


The Canadian Olympic House operations were changed from a partying venue to a venue at which only the athletes, their families and friends would be welcome.  


The goal set by the Canadian Olympians for the 2010 Olympics is to be No.1 in the medal count.  It is estimated that Canadian athletes would need to win 28-32 medals to be No. 1.  That is the goal.  

Olympism.  Mr. Rudge repeated the slogans on previous Olympic Games "Celebrate the Best of Us" and "Celebrate Diversity".  He said that Canadians must rise above the cynicism of some people about the Olympics.  


He said that some people suggest that the Olympians should take a stand on social issues, such a human rights in China.  He said that the goal of the Olympians is not to advocate, but to lead by example.  The goal of the Olympics is to have Olympian athletic excellence reside in the hearts and minds of the athletes.  


He spoke of the sacrifices the Olympians made to be successful in their competitions--they have a window only once in four years to win medals.  The media had wanted more access to the athletes, like they have access to National Hockey League players in between periods, and sometimes even in the players boxes.  Mr. Rudge said that the Olympics were different--if NHL players mess up, they can redeem themselves the next time they are out on the ice, or in future games, so handling the media is manageable.  Olympians have only a short window every four years--if they "mess up", they have to wait another four years to redeem themselves; and the shelf life to a top athlete in his prime is not long.  The Olympians cannot risk being distracted by the media during that short window of opportunity.


Mr. Rudge spoke of medal winners at the last Olympics in Beijing, and how they overcame difficulties to win their medals:  Emily Heymans, who was leading in women's diving after her last dive, but heartbreakingly dropped to second place only when her Chinese opponent executed an  unusually perfect dive to move into first place; Alexandre Despatie who won a silver medal in diving after an injury-plagued year; Ian Miller a team show jumper, who won a silver medal, his first medal in his ninth Olympic Games; and Eric Lamaze, show jumper who overcame addiction problems to win the gold medal in individual show jumping.  He cited these as just some of the achievements of Canada's great Olympic athletes.  


After questions, our Olympian Roy Williams thanked Mr. Rudge for his engaging presentation, done superbly without prepared text, overhead slides or power point illustrations.


There being no further business the meeting then terminated.

Nick Thornton, Chairman

Ted Horsey, Secretary

