Minutes of the Meeting of Probus Club Vancouver held at the H.R. MacMillan Planetarium and Space Centre - Lower Level, 1100 Chestnut Street, Vancouver on Tuesday the 14th day of April 2009 at 10:00 AM.

1.  Calling the Meeting to Order.  George Adams, the President, called the meeting to order at 10:0AM, with 198 persons present.

2.  Chairman's Report.  The Chairman reported that:

(a)  The Provincial Legislative Assembly was being dissolved as we speak, but that the guest speaker Colin Hansen, British Columbia Minister of Finance, will still be speaking to us.

(b)  Vice-president Nick Thornton is no longer hors de combat from his operation, and was present at the meeting.

(c)  The Treasurer Bill Manson is in Hawaii, but our treasure is still in Vancouver.

(d)  The deadline for copy for the next newsletter is 23 April 2009.

(e)  We had an interesting and successful tour of the new convention centre.  He mused that if the Convention Centre were budgeted for the $890 million that it actually cost, whether it would have been built.  He thanked Jack Farley and John Cruickshank for arranging the great tour.

(f)  A number of the members will be gathering for lunch today after the meeting at Rossini's Restaurant at 1525 Yew Street, near the corner of Cornwall Street.

(g)  A pair of glasses has been found in the coffee room, and a fawn coat had been left after the last meeting.  These should be claimed from Bill Sexsmith.

(h)  The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12 May 2009 at the Vancouver Academy of Music, with Dal Richards making the presentation.

3.  Activities Committee.  Bill Robinson spoke on the proposed tour of the U.B.C. Botanic Garden Greenheart Canopy Walk scheduled for Tuesday 19 May 2009.  He said that spouses were welcome.  The rhododendrons and azaleas should be in full bloom, and that the elevated walkway 17.3 metres (57.4 feet) high through the canopy of the trees is very unique and interesting.  The deadline for registration is 5 May 2009.

4.  Membership Committee.  Don Newman, the chairman of the Membership Committee introduced six new members:  Frank Harley, Dominique Prinet, Anthony Smith, Jack Grant, Arnold Nunn, and Braden Jolly.

5.  Guest Speaker Colin Hansen.  The Chairman introduced Colin Hansen in the absence of organizer Marshall Bray.

(a)  Colin Hansen's Current Status.  Mr. Hansen said the last time he spoke to us four years ago that he was then, and is again, the British Columbia Minister of Finance.  He is not a member of the Legislature because the election writ had been issued.   In fact he is not permitted to attend in his MLA office in his constituency during the election campaign.  

(b)  The Budgeting Process.  Mr. Hansen said that four years ago he was the Finance Minister, between Ministers Gary Farrell-Collins and Carole Taylor.  In June 2005 he had the shortest meeting ever had with Premier Gordon Campbell.  He had been working on the Provincial Budget for many months, but six weeks before the budget was to be presented it appeared that there would be an unanticipated $250 million surplus.   He asked for a meeting with the Premier, and suggested that these moneys be used for a tax cut and increased disability assistance.  The Premier said "OK".  The 43-second meeting was over.


On 12 September 2008 he was about to deliver his first quarterly report.  Things looked good.  It appeared that there would be an additional approximately $1 billion of surplus.  Three days later Lehman Brothers collapsed, followed by the financial crises in the United States, Europe and Asia.  He saw the projected Provincial revenues erode by $6.6 billion.   Prior to that, the worst year was 1989, when $100 million in projected revenues disappeared in one week.  This year he experienced a disappearance of $300 million in one day!  

(c)  Current Economic Downturn.  Mr. Hansen said that British Columbia is probably better positioned that most other Canadian provinces to weather the economic downturn.  He said that the last downturn was in the 1990's under the NDP government.  There were then six consecutive downgrades of British Columbia's credit rating; British Columbia had the lowest growth rate of any Province, with a net exodus from the Province of approximately 50,000 persons.  He said that British Columbia had the highest marginal tax rate of any Province.


Mr. Hansen said that when the Liberals came to power in 2001 they committed to turn the economy around in three years.  British Columbia went from the highest marginal tax rate in Canada to the lowest.  Only Alberta has a higher surplus. He said that in the last decade British Columbia had four credit rating upgrades, and that our credit rating is now as high as it could go, (AAA), matching that of Alberta.

(e)  Elimination of Red Tape.  Mr. Hansen said that it is a goal of the Liberal Government to eliminate governmental red tape.  He said that 33% of regulatory requirements have been eliminated.  He said that, for example, 44% of the regulatory requirements of the Employment Standards Act have been eliminated.  He said that ministries may not bring in new regulatory requirements, unless an equal number were eliminated.  

(f)  Health Care.  Mr. Hansen said that British Columbia Health Care was much improved.  He said it was #1 in Canada for the new hip and knee replacement, with programs at the UBC and Richmond Hospitals.  He said that British Columbia had the largest wait-list reduction of any Province of Canada.  He said that there has been an additional $4.8 billion allocated to health care, and that 92% of all new money is allocated there.

(g)  Liberal Election Complacency.  Mr. Hansen said that people have been saying that there is no problem with the Liberals being re-elected, but that there is no room for complacency.  He said that in the last election, a change of 5000 votes from Liberal to NDP in seven ridings, would have led to an NDP government.  He said that Liberal supporters will have to work hard, and take the time out to vote.

(h)  British Columbia Economic Outlook.  He said that the foundation for the British Columbia economy is solid.  He said that in these tough times, the government is optimistic.  A panel of twelve economists that the government relies on predicts that British Columbia will lead Canada in growth in 2010 due to its solid base.  He said that British Columbia has been quick off the mark to take advantage of the $14 billion stimulus being offered by the Federal Government, accelerating the projected increase of 88,000 jobs over the next three years.

(i)  Olympic Games.  Mr. Hansen says that there will be a great stimulus arising out of the 2010 Olympic Games.  There are a projected 250,000 visiting spectators, 8,000 athletes, and 12,000 media personnel.  The average convention goer spends $250 per day, so for the 17 days of the Games, the stimulus to the British Columbia economy will be considerable (about $1.2 billion).


Mr. Hansen says that British Columbia will be in the spot light was a result of the Olympic Games.  Organizers estimate more than three billion TV viewers.  The experience is that there are more TV viewers for the Winter Olympic Games than for the Summer Olympic Games, because more people watch TV in the winter.  British Columbia proposes to tell its story to the world in pre-prepared DVD clips made available to the media, for examples: about wine in the Okanagan, high technology, the Haida Gwai, 1200% increase in mining in the last 10 years, the export of LNG through Kitimat, clean technology, and biofuels.  He said the government proposes to show that the government has done its work, British Columbia is open for business, and that it's the place to put investment money.

(j)  Questions to Mr. Hansen:

1.  St. Paul's Hospital.  What is the current status of St. Paul's Hospital?  Mr. Hansen said that acute care facilities are changing as a result of new technology, for example there is now a considerable amount of telehealth conferencing whereby health consulting can be done from distant locations; but he says that there has been no decision made with respect to changing St. Paul's Hospital venue.  

 2.  Countering Negative Advertising.  Do the Liberals plan on countering negative advertising?  Mr. Hansen said that with the cap on election spending, the Liberals did not have sufficient funds to counter the negative advertising, for example: 

(a) countering the teachers, by saying that demographics show a reduction in the number of school age children, so of course certain schools are closing; and 

(b) countering the B.C. Hydro employees who oppose independent hydropower projects to protect their jobs, by saying that the proposed projects had minimal effect on the environment, and that run-of-the-river projects do not use reservoirs.

3.  Single Transferable Vote.  What is the position of the Liberal government on the single transferable vote?  Mr. Hansen said that the Liberals were leaving it to the voters to decide whether they wanted to change to a single transferable voting system, and they were not advocating any system. 

4.  Election Issues.  Mr. Hansen said that the major issue in the election is the economy, followed by homelessness and crime.  He said that 168 police officers had been allocated to the gang violence problem and 16 new prosecutors had been appointed.  He said that 43 single room occupancy hotels had been purchased and were being renovated, to bring in 580 new units, but that the difficulty is that the more social housing that is provided, more persons move to British Columbia to occupy it.

5.  Harmonized Sales Tax.  What is the position of the government with respect to harmonized sales tax?  Mr. Hansen said that the government was considering harmonizing sales tax with the GST that it probably makes sense, but the government wants to see what happens in Ontario. 


Jack Farley, on behalf of the Vancouver Probus Club, thanked Mr. Hansen for speaking. 


The meeting then terminated

George Adams, Chairman

Ted Horsey, Secretary
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