PROBUS CLUB VANCOUVER


Report of the May 12, 2009 Meeting

Vancouver Academy of Music

Attendance 137 members and guests

President George Adams called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM, welcoming all attendees on voting day.

He announced that the Treasurer, Bill Manson had returned  from Hawaii and continues to guard the club’s nestegg.

David Scott has been elected as Chairman of the Speakers’ Committee. The committee will meet at the end of the month to develop its ongoing program. The speaker for June
Is Dr. Brian Day, former President of the Canadian Medical Association to speak on the Canadian medical system. Dr. Day is an accomplished and controversial speaker on his topic. 

The President welcomed two guests to the meeting:
John Leonard                  President Probus Canada

· Rizolli?                North Shore Prubus Club

John Cruickshank provided a status report on the excursions organized by his committee.

May 18    UBC Botanical Garden

                 Bill Robertson is the facilitator and contact.

                 Some 50 members and guests have signed up to participate.

June 16     Whistler “Peak to Peak”

                 There are 38 members and guests to fill a 38 passenger bus. 

                 The next size bus is 48 passengers if there is interest.

July 12      Bard on the Beach-Comedy of Errors

                  There is space for more.

                  The contact is Ken Yule

August 18  Baseball at Nat Bailey Stadium

                  A sign up sheet is available

Don * then introduced the two speakers;

                   Mr. Chuck Davis, radio announcer, journalist and historian and

                   Mr. Dal Richards CM OBC

                   Neither of whom needs to be introduced. Mr Richards’ extensive 

                   accomplishments are set out in the April newsletter.   

 Prompted by Chuck Davis, Dal Richards reminisced on his early days growing up in the 

active riverside community of Marpole, the family’s excursions to downtown Vancouver

to attend vaudeville performances at the Pantages Theatre, the range of organ, piano and

orchestra talent in the Vancouver area theatres. More personally, Mr Richards recounted

his association with another musical legend in Vancouver, Mr. Arthur Delamont, most

famous for his Kitsilano Boys Band. He led on to the golden years we remember of
the Richards orchestra performing at the Panorama Roof at the Hotel Vancouver from 1940 to 1965, every Saturday of all 25 years broadcact across Canada by the CBC.

1965 signified a major shift in musical taste across North America, leaving Dal Richards in the position needing to reinvent himself and his orchestra. As he put it, from a dance orchestra to a stage orchestra where his versatility and professionalism have shone.

Mr. Richards is in the process of writing a biography titled One More Time, from which he read an excerpt. When asked what next, he replied he did not know but that it would involve his wife, Muriel.

** thanked the two speakers.

The meeting then adjourned.

