Report of the September 8th, 2009 Meeting

Of the Vancouver Probus Club

Attendance 155 members and guests

Ted Daem, Past President called the meeting to order at 10:00AM. He welcomed the newly appointed President, Nick Thornton and turned over the conduct of the meeting to him.(For the full slate of the new executive and Committee Chairmen refer to the September,2009 newsletter) Nick Thornton thanked the membership for their support in a tough campaign to lead Probus in its 14th year.

On request, the outgoing Treasurer, Bill Manson provided an unusually amplified financial report consisting of:

Income                                                                                                          $26,461.92
Expenses                                                                                                         26,302.03  

                                                                                                                             159.89

No deficit

The Membership Chairman, Don Newman, introduced five new members(See Welcome New Members)

The Activities Chairman, John Cruikshank, proposed a sign-up for a second tour of the Olympic Village. He cannot as yet provide a date.
He then polled the meeting  for interest in a Red Bus tour and declared that there was sufficient interest to fill a bus.
The Chairman of Membership Services, Jon Collins, described progress in the design of the proposed Probus website scheduled to be available in October which will archive the newsletters, provide a short history of Probus, feature activities and provide for signup on line. Hopefully a demonstration will be available for the October meeting.

Gordon Thom canvassed for bridge players to join the group, playing the first and third Wednesdays of each month starting on September 23, 2009 at Point Grey Golf Club and moving to hosting two tables in homes with a season wrap up at  Point Grey. Interested members can contact Gordon at his number on the Probus masthead.
The speaker, Dr. Andre Gerolymatos, Director of the Research Institute on Southeastern Europe at Simon Fraser University was introduced by Merv Hansen to speak on Islam,

its Religion and Politics.

Dr. Gerolymatos started with the proposition  that out of one billion adherents to the Moslem religion there is an aggressive strain of fanaticism that is relatively small in

size but growing steadily in influence. In Islam there is considerable discontent and

confusion of what Islam should be. It is a culture which is tied to the  past rather than the present. History in the Western world is conceived as being linear. For Islam, the time of the Crusades is concurrent with the present leading to an underlying grudge against Christianity.

Islam held the Holy Land against the Crusaders. Arab peoples see a direct parallel to the invasion of Iraq and the military possession of Afghanistan and the continued existence of Israel, all are threats to Islam.

Traditionally, the function of the caliphs, the religious descendants of Mohammed was to

keep Islam united against other religions. Under the Turks the caliph and the sultan representing religious and temporal power were joined in one person. After World War 1

the Western powers dismantled the Turkish Empire with the anticipated loss of unity for the Moslem world..Into this political void stepped the culture of the Saudi  Arabs whose religion is based on 13th Century Wahhabi teachings of purity and fanaticism. Wahhabiism, financed by oil revenues has become the most influential element of Islam, in Africa, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The notions of al Qaeda are embraced by the uninformed and uneducated masses of these countries who have become indoctrinated about Western atrocities without exposure to Western values. Pakistan which started off as a secular state has progressively come under the influence of religious fanaticism, financed not only by Wahhabiism, but by India and the US. The result is that the Taliban now control Pakistan and large parts of Afghanistan, chiefly by fear.

Elsewhere, there is a danger to the West from the continuing rivalry between India and Pakistan which is fuelled by such events as the Mumbai hotel bombings in November, 2008.
Both countries are capable of initiating a nuclear attack

Looking beyond the obvious, Dr. Gerolymatos considers Egypt to be the time bomb in Islam. Extremists are poised to take control of the country.

He considers it to be a simplistic error to treat Iran as part of  the Arab Muslim world. The country has a different culture and a different religion. It would be smart for the Western World to consider some divide and conquer tactics in the Middle East.

In answer to questions from the floor, Dr. Gerolymatos observed:
There is little chance of a change in policy towards Islam in the United States as the White House s influenced by a battery of experts whose only purpose is to preserve the status quo.

Russia gave Afghanistan a Western-oriented secular government and the US couldn’t stand having a Russian presence in this part of Central Asia and moved to neutralize it.

The peaceful conclusion of the conflict between Palestinians and Israelis will do nothing to change to rate of growth of fanatic Islam.

Dr  Gerolymatos has a blog in the Vancouver Sun for those who would like to read his views on his areas of expertise and interest.

The overriding barrier to the introduction of Western concepts to Islam is the lack of education and the lack of means of communication, no newspapers, no radio, no television.
If fanatic Islam gains a foothold in Canada it will be the result of a flawed Immigration process.

The final question was when would the book be available. Dr. Gerolymatos said “Drawing in the Sand” will be available this time next year.

Mr Grover Sinclair expressed the enthusiastic thanks of the meeting for the speaker’s presentation.

