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3 May 2010

EFH

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PROBUS CLUB VANCOUVER HELD AT THE H.R. MACMILLAN SPACE CENTRE - LOWER LEVEL, 1100 CHESTNUT STREET, VANCOUVER ON TUESDAY THE 13TH DAY OF APRIL 2010 AT 10:00 AM

1.  Calling the Meeting to Order.  In the absence of President Nick Thornton, Vice President Bill Sexsmith, as Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM, with 172 persons present.  Ted Horsey acted as Secretary.

2.  Reports.  

(a)  Activities Committee.  Chairman John Cruickshank announced that:

•  The tour to Quest University in Squamish was a success.  A photograph of the group attending is on the website. 

•  The next activity is a walking tour of Shaughnessy Heights to be held on 20 April 2010, with a no-host lunch after.  The registration desk will be open after the meeting.

•  The proposed June activity is a tour of the Fairmont Waterfront Hotel on 19 June 2010, arranged by Michael Lambert.  The limit is forty registrants, with space for eight now remaining.

•  A further activity is planned for late June with restaurateur John Bishop arranging a cruise with food preparation and service under his direction.  About 60 persons are necessary to make the activity feasible, and on a show of hands it appeared that the necessary minimum would attend. 

(b)  Membership Committee.  Chairman Don Newman presented five new members:  Robert Baird, Colin Connor, Derek Cook, Blair Dyamond, and Ted Trevor-Smith. 

3.  Guest Speaker  Christopher Gaze 


The guest speaker, Christopher Gaze, the Artistic Director of Vancouver's Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival, was introduced by Lindsay Mann.  Mr. Gaze's curriculum vitae is in the April newsletter.


Mr. Gaze said he first came to Vancouver in 1975.  He had previously worked as an actor in Britain, and as a cowboy in Wyoming and Montana.  His first job was a waiter in the Black Angus Café, then he became involved in Vancouver theatre.


He said he is an apostle / disciple of William Shakespeare in founding and his continuing artistic direction of Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival.  He gave many examples of the great influence Shakespeare has on clichés and everyday expressions in the English language, for examples:  "all's well that ends well", "salad days", and "mind's eye".   


The Bard on the Beach Festival Shakespeare Festival was founded 21 years ago.  In its first year 6000 people attended, and gross receipts were $65,000.  In the latest year 92,000 people attended, and gross receipts were $4 million.  


Mr. Gaze wants to make the Festival prosperous for many years to come, so they have an educational program for children, not only bringing them to the Festival performances, but also going out into the schools.  The have workshops for 300 young people, aged 8 to 18, with two instructors 3 or 4 hours a day.  Entrance has to be by lottery, so it is not only for children of the affluent.  They have a schools program, with discount prices for daytime performances.  In going out into the schools they are supported by foundations, charging $65 for 80 minutes so they can pay the actors and the suppliers of staging materials.  The Festival aims to capture the school children's imagination. 

 
The Festival seating is now filled to 98.2% capacity.  Mr. Gaze says that one of the reasons for this is the attractive outdoor setting, saying that Shakespeare originally wrote for outdoor presentations.  They are concerned about affordability, and that even with the new HST they hope to have some tickets available for $38.  Prices vary depending on dates and productions.  Usually there are four plays each season, each of the highest quality artistic direction.  While Shakespeare might not appeal to all people, Mr. Gaze insists on high quality productions, so the audience will never say "it's not very good".  Only rarely does the Festival bring in actors from outside British Columbia. 


Mr. Gaze then spoke of the English language, idiosyncratic in its irregular ways. For examples the plural of "goose" is "geese", but the plural of "moose" is not "meese", and there are no "eggs" in "eggplant".  The English language has the largest vocabulary of all languages.  


In response to questions, Mr. Gaze says that the Festival does not usually go out to other venues, but for example it put on " A Midsummer Night's Dream" at the Mission Hill Winery in Kelowna.  It cost $400,000 to stage, but they got it all back in paid admissions when 11,000 people came to the production.  Generally, however, the Festival prefers to keep its productions in its usual site in Vanier Park, with its dramatic views of the ocean and mountains, which it believes is one of the reasons for its success.  


The Festival this summer will include productions of Much Ado About Nothing, Antony and Cleopatra, Henry IV parts 1 and 2, and Henry V.  By the Festival's 25 year it hopes to have produced all of Shakespeare's 37 plays.


When asked about productions of Shakespeare plays in modern dress, Mr. Gaze says it is acceptable, as long as it is well done.  


When asked how the Festival was able to introduce children to the ancient language used by Shakespeare, he said that young children found the language far less a barrier than older people do.  They had a workshop in Delta for Grades 1,2 and 3 children, and they lapped it up.  The Director of Education found that the children did not resist the language, but that it became a part of their life.  


In response to a further question, Mr. Gaze told how he became interested in theatre and acting in England, and declined to go into the family construction business.  He found the acting and theatre business much more to his liking.


In wonderful Shakespearean terms, Sholto Hebenton thanked Mr. Gaze for his address to our members

4.  Final Announcements.  The Chairman announced that the deadline for copy for the Newsletter is 22 April 2010, that the next speaker will be Dr. Max Cynader on "The Aging Brain", and that the lunch would be at Rossini's on Yew Street, near the corner of Cornwall Street. 


There being no further business, the meeting then terminated.  

Bill Sexsmith, Chairman

Ted Horsey, Secretary

