MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PROBUS CLUB VANCOUVER HELD AT THE H.R. MACMILLAN SPACE CENTRE - LOWER LEVEL, 1100 CHESTNUT STREET, VANCOUVER ON TUESDAY THE 10th DAY OF AUGUST 2010 AT 10:00 AM

1.  Calling the Meeting to Order.  In the absence of President Nick Thornton and Vice President Bill Sexsmith, Don Newman acted as Chairman and called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM, with 122 persons present.  Ted Horsey acted as Secretary.

2.  Reports.  

(a)  Nominating Committee.  Chairman George Adams announced that the Nominating Committee proposed to nominate on Tuesday 14 September 2010 at the Annual General Meeting the following persons for election to the offices stated after their names: 
Bill Sexsmith President, Nick Thornton Past President, Don Newman Vice President, Brian Wasson Secretary, Wayne Audette Treasurer, David Scott Chairman Speakers Committee, Conrad Rademaker Chairman Membership Committee, Bill Robertson Chairman Activities Committee, Doug Lambert Chairman House Committee, Roy Williams Newsletter Editor, Jon Collins Chairman Membership Services Committee, and Gordon Thom Historian and Archivist. 

He said that additional nominations must be given to the Nominating Committee at least 24 hours in advance of the Annual General Meeting to allow for the preparation of ballots.  

(b)  Treasurer.  In the absence of Treasurer Wayne Audette, the Chairman gave his report stating that on 31 July 2010 there was a cash balance of $13,656, and said that the Management Committee had approved the 2010 / 2011 Budget.

(c)  Membership Renewals.  Membership renewals will be mailed out in the last half of August.  Annual Dues will increase from $40 to $50, the first increase in over a decade. 
(d)  Newsletter.  The deadline for copy for the next newsletter is 26 August 2010.

(e)  Activities Committee.  The next activities are:  


•  Walking Tour of Coal Harbour on  Tuesday 24 August 2010, and  


•  SFU Woodwards Tour on Thursday 16 September 2010. 

(f)  Post-Meeting Luncheon.   Rossini's, Yew at Cornwall.

3.  Guest Speaker  - Dr. Brian Riddell, President of the Pacific Salmon Foundation on  "Conservation of Pacific Salmon:  Who is Responsible?" 


John Tenant introduced the guest speaker, Dr. Brian Riddell.  His curriculum vitae is in the August Newsletter.


Dr. Riddell said that there are certain species and subspecies of Pacific salmon that are in a sad state of preservation, for example Kyuquot Sound and Columbia River large Chinook, but that generally species and subspecies of the  Pacific salmon are in a reasonably good state of survival.  He said that the salmon support approximately 137 other species in our coast ecosystems, including eagles, grizzly bear and seals.  He says there is confusion about the state of survival of the Pacific salmon because of pervasive negativity, particularly in the media.  He said that many view the problem of protecting the salmon as overwhelming, the legacy of human-caused impact, including climate change; there has been continuous debates between user groups, without voice of balance or reason.

Survival of the Pacific Salmon.  Dr.Riddell is optimistic about the ability of salmon to survive and thrive, but is concerned about the will of British Columbians to help.  While there has been a much-reduced British Columbia commercial catch, the total numbers of salmon spawning is higher now than in the late 1950's and early 1960's.  The total commercial salmon catch  from Canada, Japan Korea, Russia and the United States from 1972 to 2007 has increased, particularly Pinks and Chum salmon, but Sockeye, Coho and Chinook catches have decreased.  


The current state of the conservation of salmon in British Columbia can be summarized as follows:

•  Abundance is depressed, but diversity within salmon species and subspecies is largely maintained.  

•  Abundance is influenced by marine survival over large geographic areas.

•  To a very large extent, the debates over Fraser River sockeye salmon are over fishing impacts and allocation, but management has sustained diversity within the salmon populations.  

•  There is high variability in production between years and populations, and this will continue.  

•  Climate change will increase stress on British Columbia salmon, and this is compounded by past human impact.e said He

Salmon will not compete well in the political arena unless there is hope and public support. 

Life Cycle of and Impediments to the Survival of the Pacific Salmon.  Dr.  Riddell reviewed briefly the life cycle of the Pacific salmon, and the risks to its survival:  

•  Freshwater Incubation and Emergence Period:  climate, habitat quality and quantity, predation.

•  Downstream and Estuary Period: feeding, predators.

•  Ocean Survival and Growth: food, climate and predators (bi-catch)  

•  Freshwater Return Migration:  fishing (harvest rate and bi-catch, predators, climate  

•  Freshwater Spawning:  climate, habitat quality and quantity, predation

Current Controversial Issues about Pacific Salmon.  The current issues about Pacific salmon are:

1. Aquaculture in Open-net Pens.  Is there sustainable Aquaculture in open-net pens?  The main problem is sea lice. 

•  Salmon farms produce sea lice into the natural environment unless its salmon are properly treated.

•  Sea lice have an adverse effect on the survival of individual pink and chum juvenile salmon, depending on the size.  

•  It is uncertain whether there are ecological and community adverse effects of sea lice because there is little directed study.

•  It is likely that there are adverse effects of sea lice on spawning salmon, but it is difficult to attribute the adverse effects just to sea lice. 

•  Infections of sea lice have significant environmental adverse effects which vary between years and areas of the coast, but little attention has been paid to this in recent debate.  


There are environmental concerns other than sea lice with respect to open net-pen salmon:

•  Diseases and use of antibiotics (e.g. the antibiotic "Slice"), which enter the human food chain. 

•  Ecological impacts, including: use of marine animals for fishmeal and fish oil; localized ocean bottom adverse affects; and community and pollutants.  

•  Social and economic impacts, such as market value of the harvested salmon and cultural impacts.

2.  Return of Fraser River Sockeye in 2009.  Less than 10% of the predicted number of sockeye returned to spawn in 2009.  By species and subspecies the percentages were:  Early Stuarts-31%, Early Summers-16%, Summers-6%, Lates-17%, Harrison River / Rapids 375%.  The Cohen Commission, was appointed as a judicial enquiry in 2010 and 2011 to enquire into the reason(s) for the reduction in returning spawning sockeye.  

3.  Climate Change and Impacts on British Columbia Salmon. The impacts of climate change are uncertain, these impacts are: Fraser River temperatures and flow patterns; in-stream mortality of Fraser sockeye related to temperature; adverse effects in coastal marine waters, such as the Strait of Georgia; impacts in the North Pacific Ocean; and effects on fisheries management in-season.  


Dr.Riddel said the issues seem overwhelming, but that they can be managed if we have the will.  The real challenges are:  poor information bases; complacency and lack of publicity; and resources (money) to deal with the issues.  He says that avoidance and denial are not solutions.  

Pacific Salmon Foundation.  


The Pacific Salmon Foundation was established in 1987 as charitable, not-for-profit society.  It has been supporting communities and volunteers since 1989, contributing more than $8.5 million for 1500 projects.  It is the only British Columbia non-government organization dedicated to the conservation of Pacific salmon and its habitats.  More than 200 businesses and individuals make annual donations, and 35,000 volunteers engage in stewardship groups.  Its sources of revenue in 2009 were:  fundraising and events - 11%; management fees - 9%; donations (individual and corporate) - 7%; trusts - 31%, foundations and endowments - 25%; government - 16%, other - 1%.


The Pacific Salmon Foundation, under its 2009 - 2013 Strategic Plan set five core priorities:

•  strengthening partnerships with governments

•  broadening its financial base and its programs  

•  strengthening its community salmon program

•  promoting priority setting and integration on a regional scale

•  science and education  


It is currently involved in a 'Count on Salmon Project'' in the Fraser River system which requires five inter-dependent activities:  

•  Fish wheels to capture salmon (sampling)  

•  Radio-tagging of individual fish (marks)

•  Hydro-acoustic tools to count all salmon  

•  In-river catch monitoring and tag recovery  

•  Up-river tracking of individual (river-tagged) fish, with a network of receivers throughout the Fraser basin.


The Pacific Salmon Foundation proposed to the federal government in June 2010 that the government do the following:

•  increase the funds for of the conservation process (all funds must stay in British Columbia.

•  facilitate the conservation process

•  appointment of a renewed Conservation Council involving federal, provincial and foreign national governments incorporated within the Pacific Salmon Foundation

•  appointment of a science round -table within the Conservation Council, for use at the discretion of the government

•  protection of investments in the Fraser Basin, requesting the federal governments to extend funds for 1 - 2 years, continuing to match the BC Living Rivers donation.


Dr. Riddell says we are all responsible for the conservation of Pacific salmon, and that we cannot rely on government only.  Salmon cannot be taken for granted in British Columbia.


In response to questions, Dr. Riddell said that other countries with fish farming experience are Norway, Scotland, Ireland and Chile and they are all experiencing a similar sea lice problem to the one we have.  He said that probably we are better off dealing through the federal government than trying to ensure the conservation of salmon as a provincial matter.  He said that the salmon may gradually acclimatize themselves to global warming as temperatures increase.


Jon Collins thanked Dr. Riddell for helping us solve the riddle of conserving our Pacific salmon.


There being no further business, the meeting terminated.

_____________________________________

Chairman,   Don Newman

_____________________________________

Secretary,   Ted Horsey

