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PROBUS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2000
STANLEY PARK PAVILION

President Williams chaired - in attendance:

Bill Wallace Pidge McBride Fred Cotton
John Hopkins Brice Macdougall Doug Lambert
John Hoyle Don Farquhar

Regrets: Norm Weitzel, Tom McCusker, Dick Matthews

1. Chairman’s remarks:

Copies of the Probus letter were circulated. Rick Buck, a director of National
from Langley, BC plans to promote a new Probus Club in North Vancouver. A
membership directory has been received from Probus Centre. A renewal copy of the
liability insurance for the club has been received. It expires October 31, 2000.

2. Committee Reports:

MEMBERSHIP: Extensive discussion regarding membership took place. The issues:
Room capacity is 150. Factors include attendance (average currently 110), limitation of
sociability due to size, caps discourage recruitment. We are increasing at the rate of
40-50 per year. Recruitment of ethnic minorities is an issue. We do not know the effect
of the possible creation of new North Shore club on our membership. We shouldn’t
restrict guests.

MSP: That we delay the decision re: capping for up to two more executive meetings
when the North Shore effect might be more clear. Wallace, Hopkins.

ACTIVITIES: There is a full response to the March trip to the Museum of Flight in
Seattle. Another trip is planned for April. A tour of Minter Gardens, including lunch is
planned for April 19th. Fred Cotton proposed a tour to the whidby island Air Force Base.
Attendance at the La Conner tulip festival was also proposed. Fred Cotton pointed out
that our extra activities were important to give our members the opportunity to socialize.

HOUSE: Several suggestions were made regarding seating arrangements - set chairs
further forward, semi-circular configuration. and move the back partition further into the
restaurant area to give more socializing room. A lapel microphone was proposed for the
speakers. Doug Lambert will look into this.

GREETERS: All is in order



TREASURER: This vear’s surplus is $2,753.00 to give a bank balance of $11,022.78: Our
constitution forbids charitable activities. One way to return surpluses to the members is through
free lunches. It was suggested that the gifts to speakers be increased to $100.00.

SECRETARY: No report

SPEAKERS: Recruitment is well in hand. There is difficulty in meeting the timelines of the
BULLETIN. Speakers often do not get their CV’s or Topic in on time for the newsletter despite
repeated requests.

3. Nominating Committee: Pidge McBride, as immediate Past President was asked to chair the
Nominating Committee and to appoint two additional members.

4. Nomination for director of Probus Centre - Canada, Inc.: Fred Cotton agreed to let his
name stand if Rick Buck does not run for the position of director.

5. Probus pins: New members have been receiving their pins. A formal presentation will be
make in the future.

6. Constitution: All new members have received a copy of the Constitution.

7. Membership Cap: As noted above under “membership” this decision will be delayed until a
future meeting.

8. Application Form: The membership chair and the Treasurer will sort this.

9. Probus Clubs of B.C. - Convention: At Parksville May 3-4. John Hopkins, and Doug
Lambert (if possible) will attend.

10. New Business: It was agreed that the current signing members will continue in that
capacity.

MSP: That Probus Vancouver subsidize Doug Lambert’s office expenses to the amount of
$50.00 per month and authorizes the purchase of a fax machine for the office. Cotton, Farquhar.

A letter of introduction will be provided for those who move and wish to join another Probus
Club.

The membership Committee will do a survey of the members re:their vocations and interests.

Don Farquhar, Secretary



