
Fred Cotton 
Honourary Life Member Remembered 

Fred Cotton, our first and founding President in 1997 was beyond 
question a significant driving force within the Probus Club 
Vancouver from day one up to the day he died.  On January 15th 
2002 Pidge McBride presented a Honourary Life Membership to 
Fred for “his notable effort in the founding of, and his ongoing 
contribution to the Probus Club – Vancouver”.  Fred succeeded 
Brice Macdougall, our first Speakers Chair in 2001 and held that 

position and served on the Management Committee of the Club until the day he died, 
February 4th. 

Fred who never seemed other than cheerful, willing, intellectually involved and in 
good health arrived home from Hawaii with his wife Bette late Monday, February 2nd.  
On Tuesday morning he was contributing, in his usual enthusiastic but irrepressible style, 
to our Management Committee Meeting.  On Wednesday morning, February 4th, he was 
with the Probus Book Club which he recently helped start. He then had lunch with Jerry 
Wennes, a Probus member, and was expected, as my bridge partner, at our Probus / 
Rotary Group that evening.  Past President Norm Weitzel, who was among the members 
who had a phone conversation with Fred that week mentioned the many little things that 
Fred did and specifically the Tim Bits which Fred, on his own initiative, started picking 
up and bringing to the Stanley Park Pavilion meeting to have with coffee. Next meeting 
think of Fred as you enjoy your Tim Bit!  Fred and his red sweater will be greatly missed 
at our Club meetings, his immense contribution to Probus Club Vancouver will be 
difficult if not impossible to replace. He will be long remembered for: his mentoring and 
support of our members, especially new entrants; for his enthusiastic vision for the Club; 
for his tireless efforts on behalf of our members and for the ideals of Probus. 

Gordon Thom 
Historian and Archivist    

    


