
 

Notice of the Special General and 16th Annual General Meeting 
of the Probus Club of Vancouver 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
 
Notice is hereby given that a Special General and the 16th Annual General Meeting of 
the Probus Club of Vancouver (the “Club”) will be held on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
at 9:30 am at the H. R. MacMillan Space Centre, Vanier Park, 1100 Chestnut Street, 
Vancouver B.C., to transact the following business: 
 
Business for the Special General Meeting 
 
1. To approve changes to the Club’s Bylaws to: 

a) delete Bylaw 3(a) thereby opening membership in the Club to both males 
 and females; 
b) amend Bylaw 3(f) to require an application for membership in the Club to 
 include payment of the membership fee; and 
c)  amend Bylaw 3(d) to remove the requirement for sponsorship of 
 applications for membership; 
with the full text of the proposed Bylaw amendments being set out in the 
Information Circular which is attached to this Notice. Voting on business at the 
Special General Meeting will be by ballot to be handed out at the meeting. 

 
Business for the Annual General Meeting 
 
1. To approve the Minutes of the 15th Annual General Meeting 
 
2. To receive the Report of the Directors 
 
3. To receive and adopt the accounts of the Club for the year ended July 31, 2026. 
 
4. To receive the Report of the Nominating Committee and elect Directors. 
 
5. To waive the appointment of auditor. 
    
The Club’s Bylaws do not allow for attendance or voting by proxy so attendance at the 
AGM is required for members wishing to vote on the Business at both meetings.  Voting on 
business at the Annual General Meeting will be by a show of hands of the members 
present, unless an ordinary resolution is passed requiring that the vote be by ballot. 
 
Dated as of August 4, 2026 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Probus Club of Vancouver 
 
Anthony A.  Zoobkoff, Secretary 
 
Provided contemporaneously with this Notice as separate documents are the following: 

Information Circular regarding Bylaw changes 
Minutes of the 15th Annual General Meeting 
Accounts of the Club for the year ended July 31, 2026 
Report of the Nominating Committee 
 
 

 



 

Information Circular 

Special General Meeting of the Probus Club of Vancouver 

to be held on September 8, 2026 
 

Membership Committee Meetings of the Club were held to review the Club’s 
membership, and the Committee provided its report to the Board of the Club on June 17.  
The Board considered the report and approved recommending to the members that the 
members pass resolutions at the Special General Meeting to amend the Bylaws as set out 
in this Information Circular.  
A review of the Club’s membership figures has illustrated a decline in membership from 
2016, when we had 400 members, 2023 with 300 members, and now in 2026, we 
currently have 222. The average age of our members is also increasing with 155 currently 
80 or older – they represent 70% of our current membership. 
 
1. Deletion of Bylaw 3(a) regarding opening membership 
Bylaw 3(a) provides that membership in the Society shall be restricted to men.  The 
Membership Committee considered that women are full participants in the professions 
and in business and serve at all management levels of businesses. This was not the case 
when Probus Vancouver was started, but it is now. 
Having women members will help the Club recruit new members and having women on 
our board, and in other volunteer positions, would allow us to build a stronger and 
broader base for all members. 
It was noted that Probus clubs that admit men and women are over subscribed. 
Recruiting members should be more effective if we can offer membership to women and 
men. 
There was unanimous support at the Board for the Members to consider the following 
motion 
BE IT MOVED, as a Special Resolution that Bylaw 3(a) be deleted from the Bylaws. 
The impact of this amendment would be to allow the language of the Club’s Constitution 
to govern membership to the Club.  Section a) of the Constitution states, in part, that the 
“purpose of the Society is to provide opportunities for retired and semi-retired 
professionals and business persons and others of like backgrounds ......” to participate in 
the Club.  This would then open membership in the Club to both men and women.  
(bolding and underlining for effect) 
If the members do not pass the Resolution then the Club will retain its unique 
position as solely a men’s club.  Probus Canada has indicated that it will no longer 
sanction single gendered clubs. 
 
2. Amendment of Bylaw 3(f) regarding Fees 
The current Bylaw 3(f) states that an application for membership in the Club must be 
accompanied by an initiation fee and a membership fee, both of which shall be set from 
time to time by the Board.  The Membership Committee considered the requirement of 
both an initiation and annual fee to limit new member recruitment and has recommended 
that the Club stop charging an initiation fee but that an application for membership 
should include a prorated first annual membership fee. This was unanimously endorsed 
by the Board for consideration by the Members. 



 

BE IT MOVED, as a Special Resolution that Bylaw 3(f) be amended to state that 
“An application for membership shall include payment of a membership fee, in an 
amount and following a procedure, which shall be set from time to time by the 
Board.” 
 
3.Amendment of Bylaw 3(d) regarding Sponsorship  
Currently, Bylaw 3(d) provides that a person needs the sponsorship of at least one 
member of the Club to apply to the Board for membership with the Board having 
absolute discretion to approve or reject any application, without reasons. 
The Membership Committee considered the sponsorship requirement to limit the Club’s 
ability to recruit new members.  Accordingly, the Membership Committee recommended 
that the requirement for sponsorships be deleted but with the Board continuing to have 
discretion in approving membership applications.  This was unanimously endorsed by the 
Board for consideration by the Members. 
BE IT MOVED, as a Special Resolution that Bylaw 3(d) be amended to state that 
“The Board shall have absolute discretion to approve or reject any membership 
application and shall not be obliged to furnish any reasons for its decision.” 
 
 
Note:  To take effect, each of the above Special Resolutions require passage by at least 
2/3rds of the votes cast by Members present at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Minutes of the Fifteenth Annual General Meeting 
 

Probus Club of Vancouver (the “Club”) 
September 9, 2025 9:45 am 

H.R. MacMillan Space Centre, 1100 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, BC 
 

 
Richard Earthy, President of the Club took the Chair and confirmed that Tony Zoobkoff 
will act as secretary of the Meeting. 
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
  
Earthy confirmed that Notice of the Meeting and materials for today’s meeting had been 
posted to the website and emailed to all members on August 17, 2024.   A quorum for 
General Meetings is 15% of the membership.  Prior to the meeting Earthy was advised by 
Tony Zoobkoff that well in excess of the 35 required members were present.  With a 
quorum being present, Earthy called the meeting to order at 9:45 am. 
 
Minutes from September 10, 2024 Meeting 
 
Earthy noted that minutes of the last annual general meeting were posted on the 
website.  ON MOTION made (Earthy) and SECONDED (Zaleski) the Minutes of the 
14th Annual General Meeting were approved, unanimously, as tabled. 
 
Approval of Financial Statements for the year ended July 31, 2025 
 
The Financial Statements were circulated to all Members with the Notice of 
Meeting.  Greg Lonsbrough, Treasurer, tabled the Financial Statements as approved by 
the Board and circulated. 
 
No Appointment of Auditor 
 
Earthy confirmed that as the Club is not a “reporting society” the Board of Directors has 
determined that no auditor is required and, hence, no resolution is proposed. 
 
Election of Directors 
 
The Report of the Nominating Committee was circulated to Members with the Notice of 
Meeting and no additional nominations have been received.  Earthy indicated that Bylaw 
4(d) states that the Immediate Past President shall be an ex officio member of the Board, 
and the other directors shall be elected by the members at each annual general meeting. 
 
Bylaw 4(j) indicates that the other directors shall be elected or appointed to the Board 
positions set out in the Bylaws.  Those positions are the same as listed in the Nominating 
Committee Report.   
 
  
 



 

Earthy acknowledged that Al Hurwitz was retiring from the Board and thanked Al for his 
service to the Club.  Earthy also recognized Peter Phillips and Richard Spencer who will 
be joining the Board. 
 
As there were no additional nominations received by the Nominating Committee Earthy 
declared the persons listed in the Nominating Committee Report to be elected by 
acclamation to hold office until the next Annual General Meeting.  Those persons and 
positions are as follows: 
 
President  John Kay 
Past President  Richard Earthy 
1st Vice President  Jim Matkin 
Secretary  Tony Zoobkoff 
Treasurer  Greg Lonsbrough 
Speakers’ Chair  Bill Hooker 
Membership Chair  Richard Spencer 
Activities Chair  Peter Phillips 
Website & Database Chair Peter Brock 
Member Services & House Chair Raymond Greenwood 
Newsletter Editor & Publisher Peter Scott 
Historian & Archivist Hugh Lindsay 
Member at Large  Jack Zaleski 
 
Termination of Meeting 
 
There being no other business, Earthy terminated the meeting. 
 
Dated September 9, 2025 
 
 
____________________________ 
Richard Earthy 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  

REPORT OF THE 2026 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Committee Members: Chair – Past President Richard Earthy  
President John Kay 
1st Vice-President Jim Matkin 
Advisor Jack Zaleski 
Advisor Peter Scott 
  
The slate proposed by the Nominating Committee to be voted on at the 
AGM at our September meeting, will be: 

President Jim Matkin  
Past President John Kay 
1st Vice President Peter Brock 
2nd Vice President    Joe Krapiec 
Secretary Nate Smith 
Treasurer Jack Zaleski 
Speakers Chair Bill Hooker 
Membership Chair Richard Spencer 
Activities Chair Peter Phillips 
Website and 
  Database Chair Peter Brock  
Member Services & 
  House Chair Raymond Greenwood 
Newsletter Editor & 
  Publisher Peter Scott 
Historian & 
  Archivist Richard Earthy 

New to Board 

New Assignment 
 


