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Don Grayston, 
born and educated 
in Vancouver, re-
tired in 2004 from 
15 years teaching 
Religious Studies 
at Simon Fraser 
University in Van-
couver, BC. During 
the last three of 
these years he 
also served as di-
rector of the Insti-
tute for the Hu-
manities. An Angli-
can priest, he is co

-director (with Lois Huey-Heck) of the Pa-
cific Jubilee Program in Spiritual Formation 
and Spiritual Direction (founded in 1988), 
and is past chair of Jubilee Associates, the 
network linking the four Jubilee programs 
across Canada. 

In 2006, he became freshly aware of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This awareness 
resulted in the development of Building 
Bridges Vancouver (interspiritualcentre.org/
bbv.html), a public education program 
which showcases the work of those seek-
ing through education, art, personal en-
counter and community development to 
bridge the Israeli-Palestinian divide.  

Past president of the Thomas Merton Soci-
ety of Canada and of the International Tho-

mas Merton Society, he continues to be 
active in Merton scholarship. Since 1972 
he has been actively engaged in the study 
of Merton, whom he sees as a very impor-
tant and paradigmatic figure in contempo-
rary religion, spirituality, culture and poli-
tics.  Other academic interests include 
Gandhi, the Holocaust, pilgrimage and in-
terfaith dialogue. In the fall of 2011, he will 
be teaching an interdisciplinary course on 
Jerusalem for the Seniors Program at SFU 
Harbour Centre. Personal interests include 
singing in a community choir, Shake-
speare, struggling with Italian, and riding 
his bike. 

 

Next Meeting:  April 12th, 2011 

Time:  9:30 am 

Location:  H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and Space Centre, Lower Level  

Speakers Dr. Don Grayston  

Topic:  Extremists: Jewish, Christian, Muslim-will they run our lives? 
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President Bill Sexsmith called the meeting to or-
der at 10:00 AM, welcoming all attendees, in-
cluding the two guest speakers,  Merran Smith, a 
Director of Tides Canada and Art Sterritt , Execu-
tive Director of The Coastal First Nations. Brian 
Wasson acted as Secretary. 

The President called for recognition for Brian 
Wasson’s completion of the incorporation of the 
club as a society. 

Conrad Rademaker, Membership Chairman then 
introduced three new members (See Welcome 
New Members). 

 Merran Smith and Art Sterritt made a joint pres-
entation on the evolution and implementation of 
the unique land preservation and utilization con-
cept known as The Great Bear Forest which en-
compasses the area bounding the British Colum-
bia coastline from the northern tip of Vancouver 
Island to the border with Alaska. It has been a 
twelve year project with the purpose of making 
British Columbia a better place. If we thought the 
environmental movement and the native nations 
on the Coast would have difficulty in reaching 
common ground over land use and conservation, 
imagine the accommodations which had to be 
made by forest tenure holders, the unions and 
the various levels of government. Merran Smith 
best describes the process as saying we started 
off as speaking at each other, not to each other. 

Art Sterrett highlighted the fact that diverse na-
tive groups up and down the Coast realized that 
to make any progress in negotiating an eco-
nomic future they would have to combine forces 
with a sense of community. Native peoples num-
ber 20,000 out of the thirty thousand residents in 
the area. Population is eroding from the lack of 
employment opportunities. With a series of court 
decisions that supported native title, a long and 
to date unsuccessful treaty negotiation process 
has taken place. The positive aspect of the proc-
ess is the recognition that a common approach is 
required to make any progress. 

Merran Smith emphasized the opportunity given 
to the Province to preserve ¼ of the remaining 
unexploited temperate rain forest in the world, 
containing unique species of animals and plants. 
In 2000, two studies were released demonstrat-
ing that an ecosystem approach to conservation 
is required. One study of National Parks demon-
strated that the parks system was regularly los-
ing species. The other demonstrated that parks 
in Western North America were too small to ef-
fectively protect habitat. The environmentalists 
became proactive, soliciting support from forest 
product customers. Their efforts resulted in The 
Joint Solutions Project, which gathered together 
environmentalists of various types: forest prod-
ucts companies; the truck loggers; the IWA.and 
others. Old animosities broke down over a period 
of time and a plan was formulated and presented 
to government and also to the opposition who 
both expressed support. It provides a matrix for 
forest utilization. In 2009, the legislation for eco-
system management based on the plan was in 
place.   A total of $120 million dollars has been 
committed to the process: $60 million from pri-
vate sources; $30 million from the Province and 
$30 million from the Federal Government.$60 
million is set up in an endowment to fund  man-
agement and the other 60 million for a seven 
year economic development plan for the area 
which includes shellfish farms, logging, hydro 
generation, infrastructure, etc. 

Both concluded that it had been a slow but suc-
cessful project. 

Our two speakers indicated that they were now 
moving on in different directions, Merran Smith 
into an energy initiative and Art Sterritt  into a 
similar marine use model for the sea, the tradi-
tional source of employment and opportunity for 
the native peoples. 

Many questions followed, some based on the 
question of how this social success story could 
gain greater recognition. 

Bill Adams thanked the speakers for sharing 
their insight and thoughts and their skillful and 
well crafted presentation. 

Report of the March, 8th 

2011 

Attendance:  143Members and Guests 
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IN MEMORIAM 
It is with regret we announce the  
passing of: 
 

Alasdair Gordon—Feb. 17 
Jim Robinson—March 21 
John Kinney—March 8 

 
Our Condolences to their families 
 
Donations will be made in their memory by 
Probus to the: 
 

Kid Start C/o Plea Community Services 
B.C. Cancer Foundation 
Capilano Care Centre 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM 

 
 
Greeters – Robert Baird and George Baldwin 
Cashiers Gary Derkson, Craig Arnold and 
Bert Cameron 
Membership  Services Desk – Jon Collins 

At the end of February 
our Club passed the 
half way mark of our 
current operational 
year.  In October we set 
out a number of ambi-
tious goals.  So what 
has your management 
group accomplished 
thus far?  To date we 
have; 

 excelled at the selection and presentation 
of top flight interesting speakers (thanks to 
David Scott and his coworkers). 

 organized outstanding tours of the Boeing 
assembly plant and the BC Cancer facility 
(thanks to Bill Robertson and his commit-
tee). 

 increased our membership at the rate of 3 
new members/month (thanks to Conrad 
Rademaker and his crew). 

 reorganized the Club into a non profit cor-
poration to reduce potential individual 
membership liability (thanks to Brian 
Wasson and outside legal counsel). 

 initiated a strategic planning review of our 
forward direction and current operations 
and will report on this to the membership 
within the next few months (thanks to Don 
Newman and his associates). 

Looking forward we will meet all of our objectives 
for the year.  From the feedback that I have re-
ceived from a number of you we are on track in 
terms of the quality and content of our programs 
along with the overall fellowship provided by you, 
the members. 

Over the next few months we will, under the guid-
ance of Nic Thornton, initiate our selection proc-
ess to nominate our management team for the 
coming year.  This process will be outlined in our 
next Newsletter.  It’s a privilege to serve as a 
member of the management team. Let us know of 
candidates who wish to participate in a progres-

sive management group and its many supporting 
committees.  To paraphrase Abraham Lincoln, 
the Club’s governance is of the people, by the 
people and for the people. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Welcome New Members 
 

Mark Gibson – Forest Industry 

Mike Murgatroyd – Computer Industry& 

            Communications Consulting 

Joe Schweigel – Orthopaedic Surgeon 



NOTICES 
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  TOUR OF THE UPDATED BRITANNIA MINE MUSEUM 

  WEDNESDAY MAY 18
th 

 

8:00 am  Coffee and Muffins; Bus departs at 8:30 from St. David’s United Church, 1525 Taylor Way, West 
Vancouver, returning at approximately 3pm – park  Free  all day south side of the Church parking lot. 

INCLUDES LUNCH (soup, salad and sandwiches) at the scenic FURRY CREEK GOLF COURSE. 

Limited to 64 Probus members and guests. 

COST $75 per person payable when you register. 

 

Recently, Britannia Mine Museum underwent a $14.7 million makeover transforming this mining legacy.  Located  

10 minutes south of Squamish on the Sea-to-Sky Highway The mine, once the largest copper mine in the world has 
become a one of a kind major museum and exhibit centre. 

Highlights include: a train ride deep inside an underground mining tunnel, the Beaty-Lundin  visitor centre where one  
can experience the sights and sounds of the Mining  World, past, present and future; admire the mineral and gems  
Gallery; take in the enormous 20- storey Mill building (a National Historic Site); explore the stories of miners in the A-Z 
Building; pan for real gold; measure up against the giant tires of the Super-Haul Truck; stroll along the tree-lined  
boardwalk, and shop for unique rock and mineral gifts in the Company store. 

We will take in the educational film in the theatre and are fortunate  to have Will Trytall, a museum board member 

share  both his knowledge of the museum and his experience as a mining engineer . 

 

You may register in one of three ways: using Probus  on-line  website and Pay Pal; at the Activities desk 

next Probus meeting or by sending payment to  Bill  Robertson  3711 Puget Drive Vancouver, B.C. 

V6L 2T8  (604-269-0745). Note your cheque will not be cashed until the event has taken place.  

  For more tour information contact Dave Chowdhuryat 604-298-1196. 

 

Fred Cotton Remem-

bered by Probus in its 

Book Group 
  

The Probus Book 
Club meets on 
the First 
Wednesday of 
each month 
(Except July & 
August) and not 

on Tuesday as printed in the 
March newsletter. Remember, 
if you would like to join this 
merry band of readers contact 
Eric Hayne at 604-922-5181 or 
e-mail at: hayne@shaw.ca.  

ROTARIANS’ INVESTMENT CLUB WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

The Club, now in its second decade, has reopened membership and continues 
to welcome members of Probus and Rotary Clubs. Membership is limited with 
about half of the current membership from the Probus Club of Vancouver. The 
Club meets at 6.00 pm on the last Thursday of every month for dinner at the 
RVYC and focuses on education, creating and managing a limited portfolio and 
has a strong emphasis on fellowship as well as learning. 

Membership requires regular attendance with willingness to take an active 
leadership role in the Club, its education and in proposing investments and 
then watching and regularly reporting on those holdings. The current portfolio 
value per member is just under $4,000.00. Christmas and August meetings 
traditionally are social with partners being invited. Membership has been limited 
to 33 Rotarians or Probus Members. 

If you are interested you are welcome to attend a regular meeting. Please con-
tact Gordon Thom, Founding President (739-0714), John Sullivan, President 
(263-4486), Allen Coombes, Past President (922-0436) and Leo Sauve Invest-
ment Committee Chair (925-2702) or other members of the Club. 


