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Next Meeting: December 11th, 2012
Time: 9:30 am

Speaker: David Mitchell

David J. Mitchell
became President
and CEO of the
Public Policy Fo-
rum in January of
2009. The Forum is
an independent
non-governmental
organization, dedi-
cated to improving the quality of gov-
ernment in Canada through multisec-
torial dialogue and research on gov-
ernance and public service.

Previously, Mr. Mitchell served as Vice
-president at three Canadian universi-
ties: Queen's, the University of Ottawa
and Simon Fraser University. Directing
fundraising and external relations at
each institution, he achieved notable
successes in strategic positioning and
fund development. At the University of
Ottawa, for instance, he led an impor-
tant branding initiative and completed
a major fundraising campaign which
exceeded its $200 million objective
more than a year ahead of schedule.

David Mitchell's diverse career path
has also included senior positions in

....................................................................

Location: H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and Space Centre, Lower Level

Topic: “The Changing Nature of Leadership in Canada.”

.....................................................................

David J. Mitchell
President and CEO of the Public Policy Forum

both the public and private sectors.
Serving as a Member of the British
Columbia Legislature from 1991 to
1996, he was a watchdog on a broad
range of issues including parliamen-
tary reform, advanced education, re-
source management and labour rela-
tions. He had previously gained ex-
perience in parliamentary procedure
and legislative processes as Deputy
Clerk of the Saskatchewan Legisla-
ture.

Mr. Mitchell also has significant private
sector business experience, having
held executive positions within western
Canadian resource industries, includ-
ing vice-president of marketing and
general manager of industrial rela-
tions.

David Mitchell holds a Master's degree
in Canadian and American history
from Simon Fraser University. An
award-winning writer and former news-
paper columnist, Mr. Mitchell contrib-
utes to several newspapers and maga-
zines and serves as a frequent public
affairs commentator on television and
radio.




The father of two daughters he is mar-
ried to author and media critic, Shari Gray-
don. He is a board member of the Centre for
the Study of Democracy at Queen’s Univer-
sity and a Governor and Fellow of the Royal
Canadian Geographical Society.

Report of the November 13th

Attendance: 235 Members and Guests

President Wayne Audette called the meet-
ing to order at 10:00 am, welcoming all mem-
bers and guest speaker, Michael Geller. The
biography of Mr.Geller is available in the No-
vember Newsletter. John Gemmill acted as
Secretary of the meeting.

In a brief business meeting, the President ad-
vised members that Vice-President Jon
Collins will be canvassing a cross-section of
members with regard to improvements to the
Presidents’ Luncheon Event. Gordon Thom
was further recognized, and applauded for the
award of his Honourary Life Membership. .

Jack Zaleski introduced three new members.
(See “Welcome New Members”).

Brian McGavin introduced the speaker, Mr.
Michael Geller, whose topic was “So where
are we going to live next?” The remarks by
Mr. Geller were illustrated, and supported by
107 colour images. The essence of the re-
marks, supported by the images, was that we
should be considering many different types of
housing in Vancouver, as the city population
grows and the demographics in the city con-
stantly change. In his remarks, he explained
and discussed his ideas as follows:

So where are we going to live next?

Not all of us want to live in a single family
house forever. At the same time, we don’t
necessarily want to live in a high-rise apart-
ment so we need more ‘in-between’ housing
choices.

Single-Family Detached: Offering a greater
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degree of privacy, a single-family detached
home contains one dwelling unit, which
stands alone and sits on its own lot. One new
option - zero-lot line that makes better use of
the land.

Vancouver Laneway Housing or Coach
Houses: Laneway housing, also known as
coach houses, granny flats, or garden homes,
are being built across Metro Vancouver in an
attempt to increase the density of certain sin-
gle-family neighbourhoods in order to provide
affordable housing for a growing population.
Currently, owners are not allowed to subdi-
vide or sell these laneway houses separately
or put strata titles on the property. So at the
moment, you cannot buy a Vancouver Lane-
way House, but that may change in the future.

Semi-Detached: Less expensive to buy and
maintain than a detached home, the semi-
detached style of living is a single-family
home joined to another by one-common wall.

Duplex: Either side- by- side, one above the
other or front to back, a duplex is a building
that consists of two single-family homes that
are joined and can have several different
types of land or property titles.

Hollyburn Mews: Look at Hollyburn Mews in

West Vancouver that combines duplexes and

coach houses for those ready to downsize but
not downgrade!

Townhome: Townhouses consist of many
single-family homes, side-by-side, separated
by common walls. Townhomes can be per-
ceived as miniature communities with homes
built to be freehold, condominiums, or rental
units. They offer less privacy than a single-
family detached home, but usually still provide
a separate outdoor space. Townhomes cost
less to buy and maintain, but can also be built
to be large, luxury units at the same token.
Townhomes are especially popular for young
families.

Stacked Townhome: Stacked townhomes
are usually two-story homes stacked one on
top of the other in a row of four or more
homes. Each unit can have more than one



level, with all units having direct access to the
outside. While lots of stairs don’t make them
suitable for everyone, could be very suitable
for younger households that don’t want to live
in an apartment.

Apartments: Low, mid-rise, high-rise: A con-
dominium is a form of ownership, not a type of
construction. Condos can be high-rise resi-
dential buildings, townhome complexes, indi-
vidual homes, and low-rise residential build-
ings. There can be advantages - look at sen-
iors oriented, as well as larger developments
such as Bayshore.

Look at Oak Gardens, the Lanesborough, Elm
Park are examples of apartments for people
who don’t want to live in apartments!

After Mr. Geller replied to a number of ques-
tions, he was thanked for his often humourous,
but candid and informative presentation by
Wink Andres.

Prior to the conclusion of the meeting, Arch-
deacon Andrew Pike led the meeting in a Re-
membrance Day prayer which was followed by
the playing of The Last Post.

NOTE: You can find Mr. Geller’s presentation
to Probus including his numerous images on
his website by using the following link: http://
www.scribd.com/doc/113639089/So-Where-
Are-We-Going-to-Live-Next-Talk-to-Probus
Press “Ctrl” and click on above.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Month after month,
year after year, Pro-
bus Vancouver deliv-
ers!

Have you ever won-
dered how in the world
we are able to consis-
tently attract high cali-
ber guest speakers to
our
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monthly meetings? Perhaps you think it's be-
cause of the convenient facility and the time of
day. Perhaps it's because we can deliver a
guaranteed audience of almost 200 intelligent
and caring, senior citizens. And it certainly
must reflect the effort we make to promote our
invited guests with a colour photo and biogra-
phy in the Newsletter. Not to mention the time
and effort it takes our Secretary to record, in
the following Newsletter, the Minutes of each
presentation with such enthusiasm and skill.

Those are all important factors, but | knew that
we must have some other secret weapons as
well.

This week, | attended a Probus meeting held at
a local White Spot, where most of our 30 se-
cret weapons came out in the open. They are
the members of our “Think Tank”, a dedicated
group of individuals who convene a few times
a year under the direction of the Chairman of
the Speakers Committee, Brian Maunder.

Each Think Tank member is asked to present
up to three suggestions for speakers and sub-
jects. Important criteria include:

. The speaker’s presentation skills must
be exceptional, and verifiable.

. The subject matter should be topical, and
not yesterday’s news.

o We have not addressed the same topic
in the past twelve months.

| can tell you that | was very, very impressed
with the quality and the variety of the sugges-
tions. A smaller Steering Committee will now
take all those possibilities, set some priorities
and make initial contact with the proposed
speakers. By the way, we provide only a mod-
est $150 honorarium which many of our guest
speakers ask us to contribute to a charity of
their choice. We rarely incur any accommoda-
tion or travel costs, even for those from out of
town. So, on your behalf | extend kudos to all
of our 30 secret weapons who contribute their
ideas and cultivate their personal and business
connections. If you would like to participate in
the future, please contact Brian Maunder.


http://www.scribd.com/doc/113639089/So-Where-Are-We-Going-to-Live-Next-Talk-to-Probus
http://www.scribd.com/doc/113639089/So-Where-Are-We-Going-to-Live-Next-Talk-to-Probus
http://www.scribd.com/doc/113639089/So-Where-Are-We-Going-to-Live-Next-Talk-to-Probus
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MEET YOUR NEW MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Ken Yule, Secretary

Ken was born and grew up in Vancouver. After graduating from UBC in arts,
he studied law at U of T and University of London. In England he met Jenny;
they have now celebrated 44 years of marriage and have a son and a daugh-
ter, both married, and one grandson. Ken practiced law, first as a civil litigator
with Guild Yule & Co., and since 1980 conducting prosecutions and criminal
appeals for the federal government. Semi-retired since 2007, Ken enjoys
consulting for “the feds”, opera, drama, reading and travel. He is a member of
the Fred Cotton Probus Book Club and the Activities Committee.

Jack Zaleski, Chairman, Web Site Committee

Jack was born in Kingston Ontario and was raised and educated in To-
ronto. After obtaining an Engineering Degree from U of T in 1964 Jack
joined General Electric in Peterborough where he lived and raised his
family until moving to Vancouver in 1985. A career change in 1988 al-
lowed him to embrace his passion for computers.

: Jack was actively involved as a volunteer with figure skating for 25 years
in spite of the fact that his occasional involvement with ice skates usually results in minor head
trauma. No regrets however since it was through figure skating that he met his wife of 23 years,
Donna Lee.

Jack joined the Rotary Club of Vancouver in 1994 and served as its President in 2005/2006. He
chairs the annual Bike-A-Thon, the Bridge groups and is President of the Rotary Club of Vancou-
ver RHF Foundation.

Jack and Donna Lee enjoy traveling, golf and skiing and spending time with their 5 children and 9
grandchildren.
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MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Greeters — Gundy McLeod & Skip Cassidy Keith Dawson — Physician

Cashiers — Bryan Atkins & Mel Endelman
i Bill Lang — Physician
Past President Greeter — Roy Williams

Member Services Desk — Tony Weall Phil Salt - Engineer

..................................................................................................................................................................

IN MEMORIAM

It is with regret we announce the passing of Alan Thackray on November 10th. Our condolences to his
family. A Donations will be made in their memory by Probus .




