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Speaker: E. Michael O’Brien
Topic: Building a Better Airport for BC

February 2012

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, March 20*
Tour of Beaty Biodiver-

sity Museum UBC

E. Michael O’Brien

r. O'Brien is Corporate
Secretary and Vice
President of the Vancou-
ver Airport Authority.

Since joining the Airport Authority in
1992, immediately before the not-for
- profit Authority assumed responsi-
bility for the operation of the Van-
couver International Airport, Michael
O'Brien has been variously respon-
sible for legal services, strategic
planning, government relations,
communications, and community
and environmental issues.

Mr. O’Brien graduated from Trinity
College, University of Toronto, with
a Bachelor of Arts Degree and from
Osgoode Hall Law School at York

University, with a Bachelor of Law
degree. He is a member of the Bar
in British Columbia and Ontario.

Prior to working for the Airport Au-
thority he spent six years in Ottawa
in the headquarters of three different
federal departments, including the
Department of Transport. He started
his career as a barrister with the To-
ronto law firm of Cassels, Brock.

Mr. O’Brien serves on the Boards of
the Fraser Basin Council, Provi-
dence Health Care Legacy Project
and the Richmond Gateway Theatre
Society, and is a member of the
Richmond Olympic Business Advi-
sory Committee.




Report of the January 10th Meeting

Attendance: 129 Members and Guests

President Don Newman called the meeting
to order at 10:30 am, welcoming all atten-
dees, the guest speaker, Dr. John Nightin-
gale, President of the Vancouver Aquarium,
and the lady guests. Brian Wasson acted as
Secretary of the meeting.

Bill Robertson Chairman of the Activities
Committee described the trip to the Beaty
Biodiversity Museum at UBC scheduled for
March 20, 2012 (See details in Notice inside).

Lucille MacKay, former President of the Van-
couver Aquarium Board, introduced the guest
speaker Dr. John Nightingale, President of the
Vancouver Aquarium.

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science
Centre is a public aquarium located in Stanley
Park and is a major tourist attraction but more
importantly a centre for marine research, con-
servation and marine animal rehabilitation.
The aquarium in operated by a self supporting
non profit organization. Its operations receive
no government funding. Its operating site is
owned by the City of Vancouver and leased to
the Aquarium. The Aquarium association was
formed in 1950 by UBC fisheries and ocean-
ography professors and with financial support
from private and public sources opened Can-
ada’s first public aquarium in June, 1956.

The Aquarium was an overwhelming success
from its opening day when 10,000 members
of the public attended. The aquarium has a
long history of volunteerism. Annual atten-
dance now nears one million. The Aquarium
has an ambitious plan to double that figure by
2015 and double it again by 2020. There are
now 900 volunteers and 24,000 household
memberships currently supporting the opera-
tions.
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The Aquarium has a long list of innovations:
the Pacific Canada Pavillion -opened in

1999, with its main gallery having a 260,000
litre tank; Arctic Canada—which was rebuild in
2009; The Wild Coast - an outdoor gallery
sporting dolphins, sea otters and a harbour
porpoise and other attractions; Tropic Zone;
Amazon Rain Forest; Frogs Forever? and
Aquaquest.

The Aquarium has received international rec-
ognition for its leadership in its field.

A main objective remains the Aquarium’s con-
servation and research programs. Other pro-
grams include: Ocean Wise - a program to
promote the serving of sustainable seafood in
restaurants; Great Canadian Shoreline
Cleanup- in 2007 (this program involved
50,000 plus volunteers who collected debris
over 1,700 km of shoreline); Marine Mammal
Rescue and Rehabilitation; BC Hydro Aqua-
Van - which brings ocean life to the Interior;
BC Cetacean Sighting Program and Educa-
tion Programs for young people.

Dr. Nightingale observed that conservation
begins at home. The Aquarium recycles or
composts 84% of its disposable waste. It has
ongoing projects in saving energy and water.

A key element in the Aquarium’s success is
communicating with the community. Direct
conversation stimulates awareness of eco-
logical issues such as the need to protect kil-
ler whales. The Digital Universe is opening
new avenues for communication. It becomes
a matter of engaging people, making informa-
tion into entertainment.

The Aquarium has outgrown its present facili-
ties and has initiated a program of revitaliza-
tion and expansion. When the Aquarium ap-
proached the City for permission to redevelop,
a request came back to create an architec-
tural asset to the City and the park. Dr. Night-
ingale produced artist’s renderings of the
planned redevelopment which includes an
impressive entry way "Portal”, expanded and
flexible exhibit areas, a “Connections” hall




and a changing display hall which initially
will exhibit a model of the Yangtze River.
Funding of $50 million has been raised
from senior governments for this project.
The Aquarium is looking for a further $30
million from the community to reach its
goals. Phase 1 is scheduled to open in
May, 2014.

Dr. Nightingale answered a wide range of
questions from the lack of emergency re-
sponse resources in BC for oil spills in its
coastal waters to the need for a National
Water Policy.

Vice president Wayne Audette thanked the
speaker.

President Don Newman asked the Hon-
ourary Life Members of the Probus Club of
Vancouver present to stand and be recog-
nized for their outstanding contributions to
the club. Accordingly Brice MacDougall,
Fred Cotton, represented by his widow,
Bette, Doug Lambert, John Hoyle, Roy Wil-
liams, Pidge McBride and George Adams
were applauded.

The President then recognized the four-
teen Past Presidents of the Club pictured
herein.

The meeting concluded by the saying of
Grace by the Rev. Andrew Pike prior to the
Presidents’ Lunch.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM
Greeters — Bill Weatherall, Anthony Smith
Cashiers — Tony Wallinger, Allan Thackray
Past President Greeter —

Nick Thornton
Member Services Desk — Jon Collins

IN MEMORIAM
It is with regret we announce the passing of Ray Casson

on November 21 and David Bryce—Buchanan on De-
cember 24th. Our condonences to their families. A
donation will be made in their memory by Probus to the

Alzhiemer Society.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This month’s Presi-
dent’s message has
two goals: stimulate
membership in the
Book, Bridge and In-
vestment Clubs pres-
ently operating within

the Probus Club of
Vancouver and encourage members with like
interests (computers, history, travel, carpentry
etc) to start new small Clubs within our Probus
Club.

These small Clubs allow members to enjoy
fellowship and a shared interest in a small
group setting. All these Clubs operate within
the aegis of the Probus Club of Vancouver and
its Constitution and Bylaws. These Clubs are
run and financed by their members but are wel-
come to use our Club Newsletter, Website and
Monthly Business meetings to promote or pro-
vide news of the Club.

The Fred Cotton Probus Book Club meets on
the first Wednesday of each month at the White
Spot restaurant at Georgia and Cardero. Con-
tact George Cook 604-926-9545 or email
george.cook@telus.net.

The Rotary/Probus Bridge Club play on the first
and third Wednesday evenings of the month
from October through May, Contact Jack Zale-
ski 604-328-4288 or email
jack.zaleski@gmail,com

The Rotarian’s Investment Club meets at 6pm
on the last Thursday of each month at the
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. Contact Gordon
Thom 604-739-0714 or email
thomga@telus.net

A member or members wanting to start a new
club around an interest such as history travel
etc can contact our Club Database manager
Jack Zaleski 604-328-4288 or email
jack.zaleski@gmail.com who can provide a list

of members with a similar interest. Contact
these members, meet with those interested,
organize and enjoy your new group’s fellow-
ship.
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Website Update

Operating since late 2009, your Probus Club’s website (Probusvancouver.com) now
has a committee of seven volunteers to operate the site. The committee will lower costs and
improve the website. We’re open for any ideas, suggestions or questions and you can contact
us at the phone numbers below.

Jack Zaleski (604-261-7492) has been updating the club roster on the website monthly
for some time now and he brings considerable data base and computer experience to the ta-
ble. Hugh Lindsay (604-738-3781) and Tony Weall (604-261-2144) are also old hands at com-
puter stuff and have some great ideas which will help us going forward.

Three members joined the committee to learn more about websites and computers:
Braden Jolly (604-266-9026) has offered to be “Content Master”; Gordon Thom (604-739-
0714) Vancouver Probus’ current Historian and Archivist since 2006 and President in 2004, is
interested because the website has become an easily accessible archive of all aspects of the
club since it was formed. Tony Wooster (604-263-3391) (Assistant Chairman — Member Ser-
vices Committee) has also joined to add a layman's’ perspective to the site.

Currently the most common uses of the website are: looking member information up
on the roster; registering for activities and seeing who else is registered; reading the newslet-
ters, present and past; researching the “archive” through newsletters which are all available
on the site; checking out the future and past speakers as well as looking into the history of
the club. The club executive has its meeting minutes available on the site along with a more
detailed roster.

Project ideas being considered promotion for new members, car pooling potential and
annual dues payment, subject to feasibility and agreement with the Management Committee.

Jon Collins, Committee Chair (604-261-2468)
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John Hopkins; Don Far-
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Sexsmith; Norm Weitzel;
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Thom; Roy Williams;
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ley, Don Newman
Bottom inserts from left
to right; Fred Cotton;
Nick Thornton; Ted

Daem; Tom McCusker




