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G eoff Plant was 
the Attorney Gen-
eral of British Co-
lumbia and Minister 
Responsible for 
Treaty Negotiations 
from 2001 to 2005. 
He was first elected 
to the British Co-
lumbia Legislature 
in 1996 and from 
1996 to 2001 was 
Opposition Justice 

Critic, as well as serving on a number of leg-
islative and caucus committees. As Attorney 
General, Mr. Plant was the Chair of the Legis-
lative Review Committee and the Minister 
responsible for the creation and oversight of 
the Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform. 

Prior to his election to the Legislature, Mr. 
Plant was a partner in another Vancouver law 
firm, where he practised as a litigation lawyer 
with particular emphasis on aboriginal and 
public law. He was counsel in a number of 
leading aboriginal rights and title cases, in-
cluding the landmark case of Delgamuukw v. 
British Columbia. He has lectured and written 
extensively on aboriginal law and law reform. 

Early in his career, he was law clerk to Mr. 
Justice Roland Ritchie of the Supreme Court 
of Canada. 

Since joining Heenan Blaikie in 2005, Mr. 
Plant has been appointed senior advisor to 
the Government of British Columbia in land 
and resource negotiations with the Council of 
Haida Nation, has undertaken more than two 
dozen successful mediations in a dispute 

between investors and a major Canadian 
mutual fund company, and has provided stra-
tegic advice to BC Hydro in relation to the 
design and implementation of its power ac-
quisition processes. Mr. Plant has also pro-
vided advice to a number of private sector 
businesses on establishing effective relations 
with First Nations. 

 In 2006, Mr. Plant was appointed as a Spe-
cial Advisor to the Premier and Minister of 
Advanced Education to lead a project called 
―Campus 2020: Thinking Ahead‖, the first 
comprehensive review of post-secondary 
education in British Columbia in over 40 
years. His report, entitled Access and Excel-
lence: The Campus 2020 Plan for British Co-
lumbia’s Post-Secondary Education System, 
was released in April 2007. 

From May 2007 until February 2009, Mr. 
Plant served as Vancouver’s Civil City Com-
missioner, where he advanced several initia-
tives intended to improve support and ser-
vices to marginalized populations in Vancou-
ver.  

 In 2010, he was appointed Chair of the 
Board of Directors of Providence Health 
Care, one of the largest faith-based health 
care organizations in Canada, operating 14 
sites in Vancouver. He also serves on the 
board of Covenant House Vancouver, the 
Kaiser Foundation and the Streetohome 
Foundation.  

Education: LL.M., University of Cambridge, 
1989; LL.B., Dalhousie University, 1981; 
LL.B., University of Southampton, 1980; A.B., 
Harvard University, 1978. 

Next Meeting: May 10th, 2011     Time:  9:30 am 

Location:  H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and Space 
Centre, Lower Level  

Speaker:  Geoff Plant Q.C. 

Topic:  ―Aboriginal Relations: real progress; real op-
portunities; real challenges‖.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Britannia Mine Museum 

Tour—May 18th 

 

Culinary Arts Program at 
Vancouver Community 

College—June 21  
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 President Bill Sexsmith called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 AM, welcoming all attendees. Brian 
Wasson acted as Secretary. 
 The President called for kudos to Ken Yule for 
initiating and organizing the very successful tour of the 
Cancer Research Centre at VGH.  Merv Hanson, of the 
Membership Committee introduced three new members 
(See ―Welcome New Members‖)  Activities Chairman Bill 
Robertson described particulars of the forthcoming tour to 
the Britannia Mine Museum (See details inside).  Treas-
urer Wayne Audette gave a financial report for eight 
months ending March 31, 2011. There is a balance of 
$17,000 in the bank. Financial planning for the next fiscal 
year will commence shortly.   John Sullivan, President of 
the Investment Club canvassed for new members based 
on a revised investment format and the positive news that 
the club has made money this year. He pointed out that 
the main feature of the club is fellowship.   David Scott 
introduced the speaker, Don Grayston, former university 
professor and more recently director for the Institute for 
the Humanities, who has also been active in other reli-
gious and humanitarian organizations. Dr. Grayston re-
cently returned from a tour of Jordan, Israel and the Pal-
estinian areas. 
 The provocative title of Dr. Grayston’s presenta-
tion was ―Extremists – Jewish, Christian, Muslim: will they 
run our lives?‖  His short answer is ―Only if we let them‖. 
Religious extremism, or more accurately, political extrem-
ism in the name of religion is a serious global issue. He 
pointed out that all religions have generated elements of 
fundamentalism and extremism, not only the three major 
Western religions.  In summary he said that: 

 religion is a universal human phenomenon which can 

take both healthy and sick forms; 

 we need to distinguish fundamentalism which is politi-

cally non-violent from extremism, which is violent; 

 extremism always originates in social change; 

 the inner dynamic of extremism begins with a mal-

adaptive response to that change, and then moves on 
through anger to fear, and from fear to defensiveness 
and violence; 

 all three religions mentioned today are afflicted by the  

cancer of extremism, as are all the other major relig-
ions; 

 it is important, therefore, not to single out Islam as the 

sole vehicle of extremism; 

 and finally that there are many creative ways to re-

spond to the challenge of religious extremism, and 
that it is our duty/challenge/calling/responsibility as 
citizens to be active in response. 

Dr. Grayston started with a definition for religion. Every 
culture in history has generated a religion. It is ―the social 
expression in ritual, moral codes and meaning-bearing 
stories of a worldview which acknowledges that reality 

includes both visible and invisible dimensions.‖ He quotes 
one authority who says that religion is central to human 
experience. It gives social cohesion to a people. It comes 
in many forms and states. 
  Religion can be either healthy or sick. Along with 
language and ethnicity it has been one of the major 
causes of war. He gave examples of fundamentalism, 
which he considers to be sick forms of religion, as cur-
rently practiced in all three Abrahamic religions. He finds 
the common element to be fear of change, the sense that 
religious and therefore cultural values are under attack 
which the fundamentalist resists with intolerance, conflict 
and eventually violence. With the Jewish State the fear is 
a repetition of the Holocaust, with Fundamental Christians 
it is the attack on the literal truth of the Bible and with ex-
tremist Muslims it is rapidity of social change, particularly 
those changes seen to be imposed by other cultures. 
 What therefore should be our reaction to reli-
gious extremism?  To seek a dialogue with such people is 
futile so we need to find ways to engage the moderate 
majority in each religious community. Become engaged in 
multi-faith events, cultivate friendships, educate ourselves 
on other traditions. Dr. Grayston advocated the wartime 
slogan ―Keep calm and carry on‖. 
 There followed a wide ranging series of ques-
tions from the audience, during which Dr. Grayston ex-
pressed a hope for a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict based upon the emergence of a moderate, edu-
cated and economically motivated element in the Pales-
tinian leadership and a non-violent element in Jewish so-
ciety. Clearly the present situation cannot continue. 
Andrew Pike thanked the speaker for his enlightening 
presentation, saying that he had left much for us to con-
sider in the dangers of extreme views. 
 Bill Sexsmith reminded the members of the  Pro-
bus National Convention. Rendezvous 2011, the first na-
tional Probus convention in Vancouver,  will be held on 
September 13-16, 2011. Registration is $185.00 for the 
three days or $100.00 for one day. The Executive would 
like to see twenty or more registrants. Full details of the 
Conference can be found on the website 
www.probusrendezvous.com  and excerpts in the News-
letter. 

Report of the April 12th Meeting 

Attendance:  187 Members and Guests 

Welcome New Members 
 

 

Douglas W. Jones  -  Information Technology 

 

Toni Shebbeare – Forest Industry 

 

James Douglas Spaeth – Transportation  

   Consulting 

Probus Club Vancouver May 2011 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 
It is with regret we announce the  passing of  
Fred Field on April 7th. Our Condolences to 
their family.  A donations will be made in his 
memory by Probus to the St. John Ambulance. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM 

 
 
Greeters – Michael Ashby,  Frank Willis  
Cashiers—Harry Beattie, Doug McInnis, Bill Haberl  
Membership  Services Desk – Jon Collins 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

A Committee chaired by 
Vice-President Don New-
man was set up to review 
the strengths and weak-
nesses of our Club. This is 
the first time in the 13 year 
history of our Club that we 
focused on what we are 
about and where we should 
be going. The Committee 

included both members and management. Each of 
the ultimate recommendations resulted from a 
clear discussion of the issues and a healthy debate 
of alternatives solutions. While the recommenda-
tions have been approved by management, we 
would welcome your comments and will have a 
brief discussion of the recommendations at our 
May meeting. The Report of the Committee’s find-
ings and recommendations has been posted on 
our website: www.probusvancouver.com. Also, you 
can obtain a copy of the report from the Member 
Services Desk at the May Meeting. 

AN APPEAL FROM PAST  

PRESIDENT NICK THORNTON 
The principal responsibility of 
the Past President is to pre-
sent a Slate of Officers to be 
voted on by the Membership 
for the ensuing year. The 
main criteria for selecting the 
slate include past service to 
our Club through Committee 
work, and the willingness to 
commit a relatively small amount of time. The goal 
is to ensure that our Club maintains the tradition of 
fellowship, outstanding speakers and exciting 
events that attract new applications for member-
ship. We will have a very strong slate of Officers for 
the coming year, but strong slates require strong 
committees and strong committees need constant 
renewal. To this end, we are seeking more mem-
bers to become involved in the activities of our 
committees – please think about this, and don’t 
hesitate to contact me (nicktis@shaw.ca)  to dis-
cuss the various opportunities and express your 
interest. 

Thank you. 

PROBUS CLUB VANCOUVER  

ANNIVERSARY  
 

May 20, 1997 in the Stanley Park Pavilion, Mel 
Endelman, President-Elect, Vancouver Rotary 
Club, our sponsoring Club, officially created the 
Probus Club Vancouver when he presented our 
Charter to Fred Cotton our first President and offi-
cially established our Club which has been meeting 
since the beginning of 1997. Chuck Davis, Vancou-
ver broadcaster and writer spoke on ―Destiny with 
Dates‖ on Vancouver’s history. History was made 
that day as we now know!  

 Gordon Thom, Historian & Archivist 

PROBUS OFFICE  HAS MOVED TO 

 

5846 Angus Drive 

Vancouver, B,C 

V6M 3N8 

 

Telephone and fax remain the 

same at : 

604-261-6818 

mailto:nicktis@shaw.ca
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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT BILL SEXSMITH 

Probus Canada Rendezvous 2011 will take place in Vancouver this year from September 13 – 15.  
Over the last 12 months the planning committee for this extravaganza has been diligently designing 
and shaping an exciting program for all attendees.  The formal program shown below includes well 
known speakers along with a few workshops.  In addition there will be afternoon activities and cul-
tural events which may be viewed on the website, www.probusrendezvous.com.  At this time it is 
essential that we canvass all clubs across Canada to get a firm estimate of who will be attending.  
Your management group is expecting a strong delegation from our Club, the largest in BC.  A regis-
tration form is included herein. Join in on what promises to be a memorable event for both you and 
your wife. 

Program 

Please note the dress attire for the following program: 

 Smart Casual (no shorts or denims) 

 Banquet - Business Attire (necktie optional) 

The hotel location for the program is primarily in the South Tower, 3rd 

floor, Pavilion Ballroom of the Sheraton Vancouver Wall Centre. 

 

Tuesday, September 13th 

 13:00 - Delegate Registration 

 14:00 - Probus Canada President's Workshop 

 18:00 - Welcome Reception 

 
Wednesday, September 14th 

 09:00 - 10:00 - Calvin Helin, "The Economic Welfare Trap" 

 10:00 - 10:30 - Coffee Break 

 10:30 - 11:00 - Frank Palmer, "Past and Future of Advertising" 

 12:00 - LUNCH ON OWN (not provided) 

 18:00 - Banquet - speaker TBA 

 

Thursday, September 15th 

 09:00 - 10:00 - Dr. Max Cynader, "Our Aging Brain" 

 10:00 - 10:30 - Coffee Break 

 10:30 - 11:30 - Christopher Gaze, "Theatre and Shakespeare" 

 12:00 - Closing Lunch - (Optional) - with speaker Bramwell Tovey,  

                 "A Musical Perspective" 
 

Probus-Canada Rendezvous 2011 
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 July Meeting 

The July meeting has been 
moved to Wednesday, July 13th 
to accommodate our speaker. 

 

 

INVESTMENT CLUB 

Prospective members are welcome to attend a regular meeting at the Royal 
Vancouver Yacht Club, last Thursday of the month, 6 -9:30 PM except July and 
August for dinner, drinks and good fellowship with an opportunity to explore 
interesting investment ideas. Please let us know if you want to come. 

John Sullivan President, 604 263-4486, Allen Coombes, Past President, 604 
922-0436, Gordon Thom Founding President, 604739 0714 or other members. 

Probus Club Vancouver May 2011 

 

  TOUR OF THE UPDATED BRITANNIA MINE MUSEUM 

  WEDNESDAY MAY 18th 

  

Meet the bus at the Park Royal Shopping Centre West Vancouver – southeast corner of Marine Drive and Taylor Way.  
Park in  Park Royal Shopping Centre.  

  8:30AM Coffee and Muffins. Bus departs at 9:00AM  returning at approximately 3:00PM. 

  COST:  $75 per person payable when you register. INCLUDES LUNCH (soup, salad and sandwiches) at the 
 scenic FURRY CREEK GOLF COURSE . 

    Limited to 64 Probus members and guests. 

 

Recently, the Britannia Mine Museum underwent a $14.7 million makeover transforming this mining legacy into a one  
of a kind major museum and exhibit centre. The mine was once the largest copper mine in the world and is located  10 
minutes south of Squamish on the Sea-to-Sky Highway 

Highlights include: a train ride deep inside an underground mining tunnel, the Beaty-Lundin visitor centre where one 
can experience the sights and sounds of the Mining  World, past, present and future; admire the mineral and gems  
Gallery; take in the enormous 20 - storey Mill building (a National Historic Site); explore the stories of miners in the A-Z 
Building; pan for real gold; measure up against the giant tires of the Super-Haul Truck; stroll along the tree-lined board-
walk, and shop for unique rock and mineral gifts in the Company store. 

We will take in the educational film in the theatre and are fortunate to have Will Trytall, a museum board member share 
both his knowledge of the museum and his experience as a mining engineer. 

You may register in one of three ways: using Probus  on-line  website and Pay Pal; at the Activities desk next Probus 
meeting or by sending payment to:  Bill  Robertson  3711 Puget Drive Vancouver, B.C.V6L 2T8  (604-269-0745).  

Note your cheque (payable to Probus Club Vancouver) will not be cashed until the 
event has taken place. For more tour information contact Dave Chowdhury at           
604-298-1196. 

 

 


