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      Susan Yurkovich is 
Executive Vice Presi-
dent responsible for the 
Site C Clean Energy 
Project.  She joined the 
company in June 2006 
as the Senior Vice 
President, Corporate 
Affairs and was also 
responsible for BC Hy-

dro’s 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games operations. 

Prior to joining BC Hydro, she spent 10 
years at Canfor Corporation, Canada's 
largest lumber producer, where she was 
Vice-President, Corporate Affairs.  In addi-
tion, she spent several years in Ottawa 
working as an advisor to the Federal Min-
ister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment and the Minister of National De-
fense. 

Born and raised in British Columbia, Ms. 
Yurkovich holds both a Bachelor of Arts 
and Masters of Business Administration 
from the University of British Columbia and 
a Diploma in International Business from 
Erasmus University, Netherlands. 

She is currently a Governor of the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, Director of the 
VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation, Director 
of the Pharmasave National Board and 
member of the Business Laureates of BC 
Hall of Fame Cabinet. 

EXTRA SPECIAL PRESENTATION   
 December 19th  

Our Speakers Committee has been suc-
cessful in obtaining Mark Carney. Gover-
nor of the Bank of Canada to speak to us 
on Monday, December19

th
 at 2:00PM. It is 

important to note that his address will be 
“Off the Record” and according to our cus-
tom, no media will be invited. 

Arrangements are being made to hold this 
exciting event at either the Planetarium or 
the School of Music. This will be a Mem-
bers Only event. 

In view of the limited capacity of the pro-
posed venues, we need to know the num-
ber of members who plan to attend. There-
fore, pre-registration is essential. You can 
register in one of the following ways: 

 Sign up at the Member Services 
Desk at our regular meeting on No-
vember 8

th
.   

 Send an e-mail to Bill Robertson at: 
robertson@hotmail.com. 

 Mail the Registration Form on the 

back page to Bill Robertson at: 3711 
Puget Drive, Vancouver, BC V6L 
2T8. 

 

The deadline for registration is November 
30

th.
 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday November 8th 2011 

Time:  9:30 am 

Location:  H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and  Space 
Centre, Lower Level  

Speaker:  Susan Yurkovick 

Topic:  “Site C Clean Energy Project: Meeting BC’s 

future demand for electricity”  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
December 19th – Mark 

Carney, Governor Bank of 

Canada.  

Mark Carney 

Governor Of The Bank Of Canada 
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 Mr. Carney was ap-
pointed Governor of the 
Bank of Canada effective 1 
February 2008, for a term of 
seven years. As Governor, 
he is Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Bank. 

He is also a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Bank for International Settlements 
(BIS), and Chairman of its Committee on the 
Global Financial System (CGFS). 

Born in Fort Smith, Northwest Territories, Mr. 
Carney received a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics from Harvard University in 1988. He 
received a master’s degree in economics in 
1993, and a doctorate in economics in 1995, 
both from Oxford University. 

Prior to joining the public service, Mr. Carney 
had a thirteen-year career with Goldman 
Sachs in its London, Tokyo, New York and 
Toronto offices. Mr. Carney was appointed 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada in 
August 2003. In November 2004, he left the 
Bank to become Senior Associate Deputy 
Minister of Finance – a position he held until 
his appointment as Governor of the Bank. 

 

Newly appointed President Don Newman 
called the meeting to order at 10:00 am, wel-
coming all attendees and the guest speaker, 
Captain Stephen Brown, President of the 
Chamber of Shipping of British Columbia.  
Brian Wasson acted as Secretary. 

The President asked for recognition of the 
contributions to Probus made by recently re-

tired Past President, Nick Thornton during his 
five years on the Management Committee. 

Conrad Rademaker, Chairman of the Mem-
bership Committee introduced three new 
members. (See “Welcome New Members``). 

Membership Services Chairman reminded the 
membership that the five dollar parking fee 
remains and should be paid at the desk. The 
five dollar guest fee also still applies. The 
President then reminded the meet that annual 
dues are payable by October 31, 2011. 

George Adams introduced the speaker, Cap-
tain Stephen Brown, President of the Cham-
ber of Shipping since 2008, who has worked 
tirelessly to raise the profile of the local ma-
rine industry.  

Captain Brown provided some particulars of 
the Chamber which has been in existence 
since 1928. It currently has 173 members 
across the spectrum of the marine industry 
and represents the informed opinion of the 
industry. 

He said that ocean transportation has 
reached a high level of efficiency adding only 
1-2% to retail prices of goods delivered  from 
offshore into Canada. The most efficient con-
tainer ship size is 18,000 TDU. Maersk is 
building twenty such vessels at this time.   

Captain Brown then addressed his primary 
topic ``Tanker Traffic, Responsible Risk Man-
agement.`` Tanker traffic on the West Coast 
has been and remains a controversial issue in 
which Captain Brown contends is partly fu-
elled by ignorance and misinformation. How 
safe are oil tankers and how safe is their op-
eration?  

The Federal Government has invested 13 Bil-
lion Dollars in creating The Pacific Gateway 
with port and supporting facilities to service 
40% of the world’s population or 2.7 billion 
people in 32 countries. Part of the focus of the 
Gateway  is the potential export of energy,( oil 
and natural gas). Canada has the second 
largest oil reserves in the world and should be 
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opening up new markets. There are five 
proposed LNG plants and an oil pipeline 
on the drawing board to be sited at the Port 
of Kitimat. Captain Brown contrasted the 
level of tanker traffic using the Douglas 
Channel to access the seas  from these 
installations with other marine traffic areas 
where International Maritime Organization
(IMO) regulations set standards of marine 
traffic separation .  

For example, Dover Straits, the busiest 
marine passage in the world monitors 600 
commercial vessels a day. Malacca Straits 
handles 64,000 commercial vessels a year 
of which 23,000 are oil tankers. Straits of 
Hormuz sees 40% of the world’s oil trans-
portation and the Bosphorus, 50,000 com-
mercial vessels a year of which 5,500 are 
oil tankers. BC Coast anticipates 1,000 
tankers a year. Currently, 250 tankers go 
down the BC Coast between Alaska and 
Puget Sound.  

So, who regulates the safety of oil tankers? 
Firstly, the International Maritime Organi-
zation, an offshoot of the UN in the 1960’s, 
with 167 nation members legislates the 
construction and maintenance of commer-
cial vessels. For example, all tankers are 
required to be double hulled and have spe-
cific size classifications. Next are the Clas-
sification Societies, such as Lloyds of Lon-
don who inspect the design and construc-
tion of new vessels  and inspect the sea-
worthiness of older vessels. The Flag 
States where ships are registered all have 
an inspection authority with regulatory au-
thority. Lastly, the Port State. As an exam-
ple Transportation Canada makes regular 
inspections of 20% of the vessels visiting 
Canada and reports back to the IMO. 

What is being done to avoid another Exxon 
Valdez? In addition to high standards of 
construction and maintenance, large steps 
have been taken in the training of ships’ 
crews and pilots. Modern Traffic Control 
Centres have been established up and 
down the BC Coast. There is a Bridge 

Simulator at BCIT in North Vancouver, 
similar in concept to a flight simulator. Tug 
captains are now training with ships’ crews 
to ensure coordination of information. Es-
cort tugs are now being designed specifi-
cally for service in Douglas Channel. 

What else is coming along? On August 1, 
2012 the Emissions Control Area around 
North America comes into effect. Within 
200 nautical miles vessels must switch to 
low sulphur fuels to go to zero sulphur in 
2016.  It is a costly move. It will add 
$100.00 to a cruise ship ticket. 

Captain Brown stated that the Pacific North 
Coast Integrated Management Area set up 
under the auspices of the Department of 
Fisheries has been criticized for being 
partly funded by US interests through con-
tributions to first nation and environmental 
groups who generally do not see Canada 
broadening its markets as a priority. 

After answering questions from the floor, 
Richard Landahl thanked Captain Brown 
for looking after our interest so effectively. 

 

Attending Probus 
Canada Rendez-
vous 2011 in Van-
couver last month 
piqued my interest 
in the roots and 
international scope 
of Probus.  

The first Probus Club for active retirees 
was formed in 1966 by the Rotary Club of 
Caterham England. In 1974 Probus ex-
panded into New Zealand and in 1976 to 
Australia, The first Probus Club in North 
America was sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Galt in Cambridge Ontario in 1987. 
Our Club’s first meeting was January 
21,1997 in the Stanley Park Pavilion. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Today worldwide Probus has about 300,000 members in 
about 4,000 Clubs. In Canada there are 28,400 members 
in 213 Clubs. Almost all Clubs are non-sectarian, non-
political and non-service organizations. Originally, each 
Probus Club in Canada was sponsored by a Rotary Club 
but once established became an autonomous organiza-
tion. Today, established Probus Clubs can sponsor a new 
Probus Club. 

Clubs are formed by and for retired and semi-retired pro-
fessional (PRO) and business (BUS) people who meet 
together for fellowship and to provide social activities and 
speakers. Many clubs, including ours, have formed 
smaller interest groups for hobbies such as bridge, fish-
ing, investing, computers, travel etc. The structure of the 
clubs is simple and members are not required to attend a 
minimum number of meetings. Probus Clubs have no 
central governing body but Probus Centers ( eg Probus 
Centre Canada) have been established internationally by 
country to disseminate information and assist Clubs. 
Thus when you are travelling, particularly in the 
“Commonwealth Countries” remember you are welcome 
at the local Probus Club.  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM 
 

Greeters –  Nick Scharfe, Bob Wadsworth  

Cashiers:   Bob Paul, John Rae   

Member  Services Desk – Jon Collins 

Past President Greeter – Pidge McBride 

Welcome New Members 
 

Tait Given – Civil Engineer 

Brian McGavin – Lawyer/ Real Estate  
 Development 

Tim Oke – Professor/Geography  

COME FOR LUNCH!…. 
 

After the meeting enjoy the conversation and 
fellowship at the “Local Public Eatery” at 2210 
Cornwall Avenue. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
It is with regret we announce the  passing of  Charles 
Locke on October 1st. Our Condolences to their family.  
A donations will be made in his memory by Probus to 
the Union Gospel Mission. 

 

      Brian Maunder 
Chairman of the Speakers  

Committee 
 Brian was born in London 
England and after graduating as a Me-
chanical Engineer, married and moved 
to Vancouver Canada in 1958.Upon 
arriving in Canada he joined Esco Ltd 

where he spent 20 years – holding the position of Presi-
dent for the Canadian operations for 9 years. 

 Subsequently Brian owned and operated three 
manufacturing businesses. Following retirement in 1992 
he spent 5 years as a mentor/consultant 

 Brian and his wife, Hazel have two married chil-
dren and four grandchildren. Hazel and Brian have trav-
eled extensively since retirement and continue to be in-
volved in the political arena.  

REGISTRATION FORM FOR MARK CARNEY 

 

I Plan to attend: 

 

Name:_________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:_________________________ 
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