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Physics and Astronomy at the University of British Columbia. Her re-

search is primarily focused on exoplanet detection, characterization,

Secretary

Tony Zoobkoff
604-980-9076
tony.zoobkoff@outlook.com

and demographics. She approaches these fields in data-driven ways,
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planets that challenge theories of planet formation and evolution, such as giant exoplanets
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Committee orbiting low-mass stars and planets in the nearly-empty hot Neptune desert. As of July
2‘3}3‘;’1".34‘25‘*°“W°°" 2024, the Faint Star Search has identified more than 3200 TOls (almost half of all TOls),

greenwd@telus.net . . .
including more than 40 confirmed planets!

Newsletter Editor &

Publisher Having read this, I’'m sure you will all agree that our speaker is not only a somebody, she is, in fact,
Peter Scott .. o . . . .
604-263-1746 a rising star. (Editor’s note: This sentence is not my words but is worth repeating!)

peter26@telus.net

Historian/Archivist
Hugh Lindsay

604-732-0366 NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER—TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
hughl@telus.net JTEPFS. B Speaker: Dr. Andy Day—CEO BC Parks Foundation

Corl Jonsson ¥ Topic: TBA

Bill Randall :

Tim Sehmer



https://probusvancouver.com/
https://mkunimoto.github.io/research.html
https://mkunimoto.github.io/research.html

PROBUS Club of Vancouver August, 2025

When Wade Grant was eight years old, he visited the
band office where his mother, then Chief of the
Musqueam Nation, was working. During that visit, she
happened to be meeting with then-Mayor Gordon Camp-
bell and introduced the two. For young Wade, this was a
defining moment: it was the first time he met someone
he considered a “celebrity,” and he realized that if his
mom could know the mayor, maybe he could grow up to
be someone like that, too. That spark eventually led him
to a life of leadership—from community advocate to
Musqueam Councillor, and now, Member of Parliament
for Vancouver Quadra.

Wade joined the Probus Club to share personal stories,
historical context, and political reflections on Musqueam
identity, Indigenous governance, and the path toward
reconciliation.

Wade’s family history is a story of unity across differ-
ence. One grandmother, a non-Indigenous woman, was
the first to live on Musqueam territory after marrying into
the community. The other, a Musqueam matriarch,
fought to preserve her culture despite colonial policies.
Under the Indian Act: his Musqueam grandmother lost
her status by marrying a Chinese man, while his white
grandmother gained status by marrying a Musqueam
man. Though the laws have slowly changed, the system
remains deeply flawed. Their intertwined legacies drive
Wade’s desire to bring people together, just as his
grandparents' families did.

The Musqueam people have lived in this region since
time immemorial. The Canadian government confined
them to four reserves, the largest of which, Musqueam
Indian Reserve No. 2, is located near the mouth of the
Fraser River. Although more than 1,400 people call
Musqueam home, the reserve spans only 300 acres,
making it one of the smallest per capita in Canada. As a
result, about half of Musqueam members live off-reserve,
balancing urban life with deep connections to their an-
cestral territory. The small land base was originally justi-
fied by its proximity to abundant salmon stocks.
Musqueam entered the BC Treaty Process in 1994 but
later withdrew due to its complexity and length. Instead,
the Nation is now negotiating a self-government agree-
ment directly with federal and provincial governments -
bypassing the traditional treaty route. These talks build
on landmark legal decisions such as the Calder case in
the 1970s and the Sparrow case in 1991, which affirmed
Indigenous rights in Canada and paved the way for cur-
rent negotiations.

Under the Indian Act, reserve lands are still legally
Crown land. Wade described the bureaucratic absurdi-
ties of trying to secure a mortgage for a home he doesn’t
technically own. The new self-government agreement
would eliminate the need for Musqueam to send housing
and land requests to Ottawa for ministerial approval.
He’s hopeful the deal will be finalized soon - marking the
transformation of the Musqueam Indian Band into the
Musqueam Nation.

Throughout his talk, Wade emphasized that Indigenous
peoples are not a monolith. In BC alone, there are 204
distinct First Nations, each made up of diverse families
and communities. Colonial governments often grouped
these nations arbitrarily. Today, First Nations are working
collaboratively to co-manage lands, such as the Jericho
and Heather Street developments. In these projects, the
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations
agreed: “Thirty-three percent of something is better than
100% of nothing.”

On the renaming of Trutch Street to
8xvmaBkwayamasam Street (Musqueamview Street),
Wade described it as a small but powerful act of reconcil-
iation. Joseph Trutch, a colonial official, was known for
reducing reserve sizes and disrespecting Indigenous
people. Renaming the street acknowledges that such a
legacy doesn’t deserve honour. To those who complain
about the new name, Wade offered this perspective: it's
just one 16-block street in a city of thousands—and all
they’re being asked to learn is one word, not the entire
language.

A central theme of Wade’s talk was that real change
happens through many small steps.

He also expressed discomfort with the word reconcilia-
tion: “To reconcile, you had to have a relationship in the
first place.” What he believes in instead, is relationship-
building—starting now, from the ground up. He views
moments like this conversation with the Probus Club as
key: “Reconciliation doesn’t happen between the Prime
Minister and a National Chief. It happens right here, be-
tween me and you.”

Wade acknowledged the pain of the past - from land
theft to the loss of language and ceremony. But he em-
phasized that healing requires learning from history ra-
ther than being trapped by it. Thanks to the resilience of
Indigenous Elders, including his ancestors, their culture
and language endured, even when it was illegal to prac-
tice.

Now, Wade sees hope in his children and the genera-
tions to come. He wants Musqueam youth to know they
can be part of the change. Seventy-five years ago, Indig-
enous people could be jailed for hosting a potlatch. No
one visited Musqueam. Today, the community is hosting
provincial leaders, swearing in premiers, and welcoming
dignitaries in their longhouse. “That’s change,” he said.
“And I'm not done yet.”

Chris Finch thanked our speaker.

Pronunciation of $x¥ymaBkwaysmasam Street
(Musqueamview Street):

https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/musqueamview-
st.aspx
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Rotarians' Investment Club Probus Insights From The President
We do not meet during the months of July
and August, although the Executive does re-
view our portfolio to see if any immedi-

ate action is required. However, some years
we enjoy a social summer meeting with signif- | so far and make the most of the remaining
icant others. months. Every day is a new opportunity to

In September we will meet again at the RVYC | grow, learn and find joy in the little things.

1" August Words of Wisdom...embrace the
| warmth of August, both in the weather and in
your spirit. Use this time to reflect on the year

and guests W|” be Welcome_ Details in a fu_ This month, we are thrilled to welcome Michelle
ture Probus Newsletter. Kunimoto, who will share her insights on “Recent
For further information about our 26 year Exoplanet Discoveries.” Her talk will be a fascinating

old Investment Club please contact our Presi- journey into the cosmos—an inspiring reminder that
dent Fred West (604-985-1748) or John Sullivan curiosity should never stop, no matter where we are in
(604-263-4486) - johnws@telus.net) life.

Dress code for the August Meeting...
— 1 PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB
;g The Book Club will meet at 9:30 am on &\'

Wednesdays, Sept 3, and then on Oct 1 in
The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 5700 Larch Street,
(at w. 41st Avenue).

There are no meetings in July and August
The books to be discussed when we meet are:

Sept 3: Atomic Habits: Tiny Changes, Remarkable Re-
sults; An Easy and Proven Way to Build Good Habits

and Break Bad Ones by James Clear
Oct 1: In Defence of Canada by Michel Maisonneuve.
A list of books read since the Club began in 2008 may be
found on the Club website by clicking the “Book Club”
link. For further information contact Ken Yule at

Looking ahead, our Annual General Meeting is on
September 9th—a chance to review our progress,

kjiygqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563 honour achievements, and prepare for another year of
exciting initiatives and activities. | am pleased to say our
Welcome Our New Member Nominating Committee will be presenting a full slate of
proposed Directors for 2025-2026.
Blair Russel
Retired Engineer' and @® And on October 14th, we'll come together for
En‘tr‘epreneur‘ the annual Presidents' Lunch, featuring the legendary
Wally Buono from the CFL. It’s sure to be an inspir-
IN MEMORIA ing morning as we hear from one of the greatest football

minds in Canadian history. Full details to register are

It is with regret that we announce the passing of contained in this newsletter-

Dick Richards on June 11th, 2025

Dr. John Booneat;c’{' July 7th, 2025 As summer draws to a close, let’s continue to seek
Our condolences to their families and friends knowledge, celebrate each other’s company, and keep
The PROBUS Club of Vancouver the spirit of community alive. Remember, learning and
will make a donation in their names to friendship are lifelong pursuits, and there’s always some-
World V'S'On;%nada for Dick thing new around the corner!
The Boone Hodgson Wilkinson Foundation at the Yours in the fellowship of PROBUS,

BC Honey Producers Association for John

(i
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PROBUS Club of Vancouver—Social Opportunity Groups

To see details of how to join any of these groups, click (or ctrl-click) on the heading of each group.

Fred Cotton Book Club—Ken Yule

Information about the book club is featured every month on page 3 of the newsletter. By clicking on
the header above, find out full details of the current activities as well as a list of all the books dis-
cussed since 2008. The club doesn't meet in July or August.

Breakfast Group—Peter Scott

On July 15, nine members of the breakfast group made the trek to The Tomahawk Café in North
Vancouver. We were seated at 2 tables so at least two totally different discussions took place, all of
which were, I'm sure, most interesting, certainly those at the table | was at, were! Those who chose
the Yukon-style Bacon and Eggs certainly got their monthly ration of bacon all on one plate! Our
next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 20th at the Shaughnessy Golf Club.

Anyone interested in joining us can contact Peter at peter26 @telus.net.

Bridge Club—Jack Zaleski

Like the Book Club, the Bridge Club doesn’t meet in July or August. For information on how
the Bridge Club works, click on the heading above for details and how to join. Bridge Club
Member Hugh Chaun reports that the Bridge Club (which Jack Zaleski organizes) has had an
excellent season of enjoyable games, hosted in rotation in different members’ homes.
Anyone interested in joining this “fun” bridge group can get more details from Jack at
jack.zaleski@gmail.com

Rotarians' Investment Club

Everything you need to know about how The Rotarians’ Investment Club operates can be
found by clicking on the above heading. Information on the Club’s monthly meetings is fea-
tured each month on page 3 of this newsletter.

Pub Nights—Peter Phillips

There was a fervid air of thirst quenching expectations as the Elbow Bender Group met up for
their monthly experience at Carlos O'Bryan's. Those dire expectations were met with hilarity
and mirth as the beer flowed....literally all over the table!.

The merry fellows took trips down Memory Lane and were surprised as to how long those
lanes were.

Next month'’s jolly event will be an open air one on the refurbished patio of The Billy Bishop
Legion at 1407 Laburnum St (off Cornwall Ave) at 4 pm on Thursday 14" August.

Join us for an open air experience.

Contact Glenn Faris at glenndfaris@gmail.com or Peter Phillips at pjpphillips@hotmail.com
if you would like to join us. We gather on the 2nd Thursday of each month. Or just show up!

Peter Phillips, Master Thirst Quencher &
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PROBUS Club of Vancouver—Social Opportunity Groups

Policy Conversations Cafe—Jim Matkin

No report available.

The Lunch Group

There is no convenor for this group which gathers after every monthly meeting (except our Oc-
tober, Presidents’ Lunch) at The Local Public Eatery on the corner of Cornwall Avenue and Yew
Street. The number of regular lunchers (I got this from Al!) is anywhere from 8 to 12 or more.
If you would like to join us, just show up!

Tennis—Bill Hooker

On the afternoon of June 4th, eight Probus members and eight guests joined together to par-
ticipate in the Sixth Probus Tennis Tournament at the UBC Tennis Centre's "Bubble". Scoring
was based simply on the number of games won over a three-hour period with a change of
teams every hour. The winning team of David Cummings and Peter Parker scored 34 wins. The
second team of Jim Henderson and Brenda Peterson scored 24 and the third team of Bill Hook-
er and Mark Springett scored 23. Other scores ranged from nine to 18. The Tennis Centre gra-
ciously provided UNC Tennis Centre t-shirts and four cans of new tennis balls. Everyone ap-
peared to have a good time and we will look forward to a Fall version of this continuing series.

Wine Tasting—John Kay
John Kay organised a most successful event on February 25 and he hopes to organise another
wine tasting sometime in 2026.

Direct from the archives

Erokwu Jackson

. A prediction, 97

years ago

“As democracy is perfected, the office
of the President represents, more
and more closely, the inner soul
of the people. On some great :
and glorious day, the plain

folks of the land will reach

their heart’s desire at last,

and the White House will

be occupied by a downright

fool and a complete

narcissistic moron.”

-~ H.L. MENCKEN,

Tue Barrimork Evexing Suw,
Jury 26, 1920
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THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCHWITHWALLY BUONO
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH
at The Arbutus Club, 2001 Nanton Avenue.
Morning coffee and tea service will be available from 10:00
Open to members and | guest per member

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Wally Buono, affectionately
known as the "Godfather of the CFL". Over his remarkable 47-year
career, Wally accumulated 25 seasons as a head coach, 26 as a gen-
eral manager, and a legacy of success both on and off the field. He

led his teams to five Grey Cup championships and 13 regular-season

division titles, finishing with an all-time record of 282 regular-season wins.
Following Wally’s presentation there will be a fellowship break, after
which a healthy and hearty Gourmet Buffet will be served. There will
be a vegetarian soup, assorted white and whole wheat sandwiches
and tortilla wraps with a variety of meat, seafood and vegetarian fill-
ings, crudités and salad, and finishing with assorted dessert squares

and cookies.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FORTHIS EVENT
COST: $40.00 per person
Members may bring one guest. No refunds after Tuesday, October 7th
To register with EventBrite click here
Please direct any questions to Al Hurwitz at alhurwitz@gmail.com
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PROBUSVISITSTHE CBC NEWSROOM ON JULY 16
Twenty-two Probus members gathered at the CBC Building for a

fascinating tour of the many newsrooms. Our guide, Scott, gave us more information,
facts and figures than my brain could possibly retain! We visited Melissa in her office
where she was working with numerous TV and computer screens. She told us that

today, a very significant number of women are working at CBC, unlike a few years ago!
We were particularly impressed with how today’s technology has impacted the way
television stations worldwide are able to work together to bring us the latest news.

MELI ’S OFFICE



