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PROBUS CLUB OF

5846 Angus Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3N8,

VANCOUVER

Phone and Fax 604-261-6818

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities

Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 9th

Time: 9:30 am

Location: H.R. MacMillan Planetarium
and Space Centre, Lower Level

Speaker: Michael Clague

Topic: The Downtown Eastside

Future Speakers

December 1st: Conrad Black

Topic: A History of Canada,

A Unique Perspective

January 13th: Professor David Helfand
Topic: Kwantlen College

Michael Clague C.M.

Michael Clague works in
the fields of adult educa-
tion, social policy and
planning and community
development. He has done
so in rural and urban areas
for the three levels of gov-
ernment, for the voluntary
sector and as a private
consultant. He has taught and written
and published extensively on public poli-
cy issues, community development and
social planning. His most recent book is
called Staying True, Staying the Course:
A Study of Ten Successful Community
Service Organizations in British Columbia
(1997-2008).

Michael has been executive director of
three voluntary agencies, the Britannia
Community Services Centre
(Vancouver), the Community Social
Planning Council of Greater Victoria, and
the Social Planning and Research
Council of BC (SPARC of BC, Vancou-
ver). From 1996 to 2005 he was director
of a City of Vancouver facility, the Carne-
gie Community Centre. It was during this
period that Michael learned about the
power of the arts for building community
and community arts activity became the
focal point of his tenure at Carnegie, cul-
minating in the 2003 100th Anniversary
celebrations of the Carnegie Centre and
the Downtown Eastside Community Play.
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Currently he is somewhat retired. He is

President of the Community Arts Council
of Vancouver and in this role is working
with arts stakeholders in the DTES for
the development of a “Community Arts
Fund” to support Downtown Eastside
residents’ participation in the arts. He is a
member of the advisory board of the
Columbia Institute for Civic Governance
and a member of the board of the Fraser
Basin Council. He is Past President of
the Carold Institute for the Advancement
of Citizenship in Social Change Har-
rowsmith, Ontario) and of the Canadian
Council on Social Development. Michael
was inducted into the Order of Canada in

2008.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM
Greeters—Bud Phillips & John Simonett
Cashiers—Ronald Pears & David Riding
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Report of the November 12th Meeting

Attendance: 142 Members and Guests

The meeting was chaired by Past President Jon Collins in
the absence of President Scott. John Gunn acted as Sec-
retary of the meeting. Three new members were induct-
ed by Conrad Radamaker (see Welcome New Members).
Doug Jones briefed the meeting about the Conrad Black
meeting on Dec |. Please be there at 9:00 am as the
meeting will start sharp at 9:30 am in the Music Academy
and admission is to registered members only. Some free
parking is available on the north side of the building - oth-
erwise our usual parking arrangements apply. Mr. Black’s
talk concerns his new huge History of Canada -

“Canada’s rise to greatness”.

Our guest speaker, Professor Paul Evans, was introduced
by Michael Francis. Among other things, Professor Evans
has taught at York, Harvard and Hong Kong universities
and is very well known for his knowledge of the Far East.
His talk mainly focused on China and the neighbourhood
around The South China Sea. His latest book is titled

“Engaging China”.

Professor Evans opened by remarking on Stephen
Harper’s recent visit to China for the APEC meeting and
he felt it was a good effort. He admitted he has previous-
ly been a critic of Harper on many of his policies in that
region. He then emphasized that he is a specialist not
just on China but on the whole area and that he had been
asked to speak to our group about the area around the
South China Sea. This is a very important month in
this area with the APEC meeting in Beijing, and two other
important regional meetings, including the G20 in Aus-

tralia.

China has a fifth of the world’s population. It is currently
the second largest economy in the world and is obviously
destined to overtake the USA in due course to become
the largest. China will strive to exert influence every-
where but particularly among its neighbours - Vietnam,
Laos, Cambodia, Malaysia, Brunei, Myanmar, Indonesia -
and particularly the Philippines. This area is not a major
concern to most Canadians but if you were to visit Singa-
pore (Professor Evans spends three months a year there)
the South China Sea is the main topic of all serious con-
versation - its commerce, its security, its environment, its
politics. In commerce China is by far the largest trading
partner of all the countries on this sea, as well as of Japan
and South Korea. Fish is a huge topic - fishing in this sea is
a very major source of protein for 550 million people.
Shipping - one look at the map and you can see that this

body of water is the highway for a staggering amount of
traffic to and from China, Japan and South Korea as well
as their oil supplies and their exports (a third of all sea
born crude oil traffic passes through here). Security is a
concern to all in the region as China enlarges its navy
(including Subs) while at the same time the US navy con-
tinues its presence and its strategic interest in these wa-
ters. Also contentious is the ownership of many of the
islands in this body of water. (Incidentally China has nev-
er renounced the use of force to retake Taiwan.) It ap-
pears that, for the moment, the dispute between Japan
and China over the Senkaku Islands has been resolved,
but there are many more similar situations which are still
in dispute, sometimes between three or more parties.
To complicate matters further, there appear to be vast
deposits of hydro-carbons under certain areas of the

South China Sea. Who owns them?

However, the concern of many parties when viewing the
South China Sea is the long term intentions of a new and
very power CHINA. What do they plan? What is their
intent? What is the intent of their leader Mr. Xi - the
most powerful and assertive chairman since Dung or
Mao? Keep in mind that throughout the region there are
also huge numbers of ethnic Chinese, many in positions
of some importance, residing in most of the adjoining
countries. These people may have mixed feelings on
some of these subjects. Bear in mind also that the UN’s
1984 Convention called the “Law of the Sea” does not
carry much weight in China - they consider it a
“Western” law which was promulgated without their par-
ticipation and they are not inclined to observe it.
(Incidentally, the position of USA on this convention is

ambiguous - parts of it they do not accept.)

Professor Evans puts the question “Should we be nervous
about this rising super-power”. His answer is a guarded
YES. Questions and Answers gave Professor Evans a
chance to expand on a number of the points brought out
in his lecture. Also included in the lecture were two
videos by BBC and The Economist which emphasized the

complexity of relationships in this part of the world.

As this was Remembrance week, following the presenta-
tion, Jon asked all veterans of WWII to stand and be
acknowledged, following which a brief service was per-
formed by Archdeacon Andrew Pike, followed by The

Last Post.
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ROTARIANS' INVESTMENT CLUB THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 27th Our well attended meeting of No-
6.00 pm for 6.30 pm sharp ! vember 12 was treated to a talk by

Paul Evans which was, in the words of
Michael Francis, “wonderful, engaging
and informative.” Congratulations to
all those on our Speakers Committee
who continue to work their magic, attracting some

We have been fortunate to have secured Mr. Teal Linde as our
guest speaker for our next meeting!
The Wall Street Journal proclaimed on August 29th, 2014 that
Teal Linde was — “The adviser with the best record over the
past 5 years”; I would recommend that you check his website
www.lindeequity.com to read of his successes in the stock mar-
ket since opening his research boutique in January, 2000. If you
read it you will want to attend this meeting - but please advise
David Clark, our President (dclarkx@gmail.com), by Novem-
ber 25th if you wish to attend as we have to advise the RVYC
of the numbers for dinner. An excellent 3 course gourmet meal
including wine, coffee gratuities etc. plus intelligent, stimulat-
ing conversation for $60.00. Please bring a cheque. Ladies also
welcome as we do have 3 lady members in the Club.
We will also have our Watchdog reports on our portfolio, 2 or
3 researched stock picks, and our Round Table Review of stock
ideas from members (and guests).
Questions - call or email John Sullivan -
(johnwsullivan@shaw.ca) Tel: 604-263-4486.

Our December meeting will be a Christmas

$ Party open to members and former members $
on Sunday, December 7th at the RVYC.

of the most outstanding resources in the country!

Discussion Group: “Get out of Ukraine,” says Mr.
Harper to Mr. Putin. We are returning to a world in
which disparities between rich and poor are widen-
ing, says Tomas Piketty, the much quoted French
economist. “l want to choose the timing of my
death,” said Canadian Sue Rodriguez in a failed at-
tempt to legally sanction her assisted suicide. These
and other great questions of the day concern and
interest many of us. Other Probus Clubs have orga-
nized discussion groups to talk about such questions.
They typically comprise up to 20 Probus members
and meet once a month to discuss topics which
members agree are of vital interest to them. | urge
members who have an interest in participating in
such a group to contact Jack Zaleski at
jack.zaleski@gmail.com or, if you don’t use email, call

me after December | at 604 408 9021.

December |: At our December | event Conrad
Black will talk to us about Canadian history and his
new book on that subject. Former books by Black:
biographies of Maurice Duplesis, Franklin Delano

¢ e
.

COME FOR LUNCH!
After the meeting enjoy the
conversation and fellowship at a
“No Host Lunch”

at the Notice for those who have signed up for the Black
‘“Local Public Eatery”
2210 Cornwall Avenue.

Roosevelt and Richard M. Nixon.

speech on December |:
We recommend you plan to arrive at 9 am to

avoid the rush and get a good seat; the start-

Membership Services Team for Conrad Black Meeting ing time_is 9:30 sharp, not the usual 10 am
lan Paterson The venue is not the usual one but the Van-
George McRobbie couver Academy of Music which is across
Raymond Greenwood
John Ludgate

the parking lot from the Planetarium.
For those of you who use the Easy Park lot to

park your car, the routine is the same as
usual; just leave your card on your dash and

Welcome New Members

David Collyer - Office Furniture Sales
Peter Stephen - Tax Accountant
Lindsay Eberts - Serial Entrepreneur

pay our monitors who will be on duty just
inside the doors of the Music Academy.
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COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

SPECIAL PROBUS MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2014

THIS MEETING IS FOR MEMBERS ONLY
THERE IS NO COST TO ATTEND
NOTED AUTHOR AND HISTORIAN, CONRAD BLACK,
WILL SPEAK EXCLUSIVELY TO OUR CLUB AT

THE VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF MUSIC
His TOPIC WILL BE “A HISTORY OF CANADA, A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE”

SEATING IS LIMITED SO PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. WE ARE ALMOST FULL NOW,
SO REGISTRATION WILL BE CLOSED ON NOVEMBER 28.
EMAIL IAN PATERSON AT IANPAT@TELUS.NET
OR
MAIL TO 5749 ATHLONE STREET, VANCOUVER, BC, V6M 3A 1

WE RECOMMEND YOU PLAN TO ARRIVE AT 9:00 AM TO AVOID THE RUSH
AND GET A GOOD SEAT, THE STARTING TIME IS 9:30 AM SHARP,
NOT THE USUAL 10:00 AM.

THE VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF MusIcC
IS ACROSS THE PARKING LOT FROM THE PLANETARIUM.

THERE IS FREE PARKING AT THE ACADEMY FOR 80—100 CARS. ENTER ON THE RIGHT
JUST PAST THE BUILDING. IF IT IS FULL, USE THE EASY PARK LOT TO PARK YOUR CAR. THE
ROUTINE IS THE SAME AS USUAL,; JUST LEAVE YOUR CARD ON YOUR DASH AND PAY OUR
MONITORS WHO WILL BE ON DUTY JUST INSIDE THE DOORS OF THE MusIC ACADEMY.

5'&?‘54 VANCOUVER CANADIANS BASEBALL GAME -y
: JULY OR AUGUST, 2015
25 members have indicated that they would like to buy or more 50 tickets to attend an

afternoon baseball game in July or August, 2015. Therefore, the Activities Committee is arranging a specific date for

next summer. Guests and family members of all ages are welcome.
If you are interested in attending this fun outing, please email Doug Graham at douggraham@telus.net.
We will be providing more details in future newsletters.
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