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Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 12 at 9:30 am 

Location:        H.R. MacMillan Space Centre 

         Penny Lyons, Executive Director, 
 Seva Canada 

Topic: "Innovations in Global Eye Care"

NEWSLETTER 
PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 

PO Box 74539, KITSILANO, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4P4 

 

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

October, 2014 

NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER 

January 9: Dr. Ron Burnett, 
CM, OBC. President  & Vice 
Chancellor, Emily Carr     
University of Art + Design 

Topic:  TBA 

 www.probusvancouver.com December, 2017 

Penny Lyons has 
been the Executive 
Director of Seva 
Canada since 
2006.is a visionary 
leader who brings 
an international 

perspective and a proven ability to 
manage numerous concurrent 
projects in multiple settings and 
jurisdictions. Penny possesses 
exceptional start-up and change 
management experience gained in 
non-profit and corporate settings. 
An effective public speaker and 
relationship builder who has 
successfully overseen significant 
fundraising campaigns. 
Prior to Seva, Penny was a 
management consultant in Taipei 
and Vancouver working on projects 
as varied as a fraud audit for a 
multinational electronics company 
and mediating discussions between 

government, first nations and 
commercial fisherman on the future 
of the oolichan fishery. to moving to 
Vancouver she lived in Bermuda 
and owned and operated an 
offshore management company. 
Penny has a Master of Business 
Administration Degree from the 
University of Alberta. 
Penny’s teenage daughter, her very 
large Rhodesian Ridgeback, 
running, kayaking and hiking keep 
her busy when she is not working. 

PENNY LYONS 

Welcome New Members 
 

 
DAVID MORDANT 
VETERINARIN 

 
 
 
 

 

MIKE PATTON 
CITY PARKS 

ADMINISTRATOR 
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President Hugh Lindsay opened the meeting and welcomed 
the guests present, especially our speaker, Cameron Cathcart. 
Rather than tell the traditional PROBUS joke and in deference 
to the proximity to Remembrance Day and our speaker’s top-
ic, Hugh related the story of his uncle’s time as a POW during 
WW2 and how he used his time to teach courses on account-
ing to other prisoners. Dean Winram introduced two “eager 
young members” to the Order of Probus, injecting much hu-
mour into his recital of their biographies—it seems that Dean 
missed his calling as a stand-up comedian!   Following the 
presentation to the new members of their name badges, Hugh 
called on Raymond Greenwood to thank the greeters and 
cashiers.  Hugh Chaun, who was born in Hong Kong, was 
asked to introduce our guest speaker and he did so with a 
most interesting description of his memories of those times. 
Cameron began his talk with a reminder that 2016 marked the 
75th anniversary of the Battle of Hong Kong which he de-
scribed as a tragic and largely forgotten chapter in Canadian 
military and political history. In 1937 the Imperial Japanese 
forces invaded China and subsequently stationed up to 30,000 
troops near the China–Hong Kong border. Britain, however, 
was focused on its own survival as German bombs hammered 
the home country.  
The defence of Hong Kong, by contrast, was no longer a prior-
ity. Furthermore, Britain took a dismissive view of Japan’s 
fighting capabilities and failed to gather any intelligence. Con-
sequently, Hong Kong was ill-prepared to defend itself against 
a Japanese invasion. Winston Churchill changed his mind, 
however, when his military chiefs assured him that Canadian 
forces were ready to step up to help the colony survive. In 
September 1941 the Canadian government sent two regiments 
to Hong Kong: the Royal Rifles of Canada and one of the Win-
nipeg Grenadiers who were named “C Force” – a designation 
that meant troops were “not ready” for battle. Close to 2,000 
Canadian soldiers and two nurses left Vancouver on October 
27, 1941 and arrived in Hong Kong on November 16 to a warm 
welcome from locals. On December 8, 1941 three regiments of 
the Japanese army invaded Hong Kong and quickly overtook 
the New Territories and Kowloon, driving the British and Indi-
an troops back to Hong Kong Island. On December 18 the Jap-
anese crossed the harbor from Kowloon and attacked Hong 
Kong with four separate assaults. Having invaded China in 
1937 the Japanese army was a tough and experienced fighting 
force, determined to oust western colonial powers from Asia. 
They were well equipped compared to the defenders. By haul-
ing artillery up the mountainside, they succeeded in taking the 
high ground. However, they encountered very heavy re-
sistance from the Winnipeg Grenadiers who delayed the Japa-
nese push to the south by at least three days. Incensed by 
these heavy losses at the hands of the tough Canadians, after 
the surrender, the Japanese took deadly reprisals on both the 
Grenadiers and Rifles who had survived. Japan was in control 
of over half of the island by December 20. Their strategy was 
to split Hong Kong in two, dividing the defenders and driving 
the remaining defenders south, toward the sea. Two days later 
the Japanese made further gains against the East and West 
brigades and on Christmas Day overran the last allied posi-
tions on the southern Stanley peninsula. The white flag was 
hoisted on the afternoon of Christmas Day, December 25th 
when Governor Sir Mark Young surrendered the colony. That 
same day at Stanley, the last section defended by the Canadi-

ans, atrocities were carried out by other Japanese troops. 
They overran a hospital, bayoneting doctors, and the wound-
ed Canadians still in their beds. Nurses were raped and mur-
dered. Defending Hong Kong was a total disaster with all de-
fenders killed, wounded or captured. One of those defenders 
was Marius Boutin, a 23-year-old next door family neighbour 
of Cathcart’s in Breakeyville, a town not far from Quebec City. 
Boutin eventually died from the effects of dysentery after 
months of hardship and malnutrition in Sham Shui Po. 
Cathcart’s mother was deeply affected by this loss. Addition-
ally, Cathcart is related to Ian Breakey, who was a lieutenant 
in the Royal Rifles of Canada and who survived four years as 
a prisoner of war. The ordeal left him deaf in one ear but he 
felt lucky to return to Canada in fairly good health. 
Japan surrendered to the Allied Powers on August 15, 1945 
following the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
While the happy survivors left Hong Kong and the POW 
camps behind, most of their fallen comrades would forever 
rest at the Sai Wan Commonwealth War Cemetery, on the 
mountainside above Hong Kong or at the smaller cemetery in 
Stanley. Japanese prison commanders and guards suspected 
of war crimes were rounded up. This image of newly liberated 
Canadians from a concentration camp is seared in the 
memory of those who survived and their loved ones at home. 
Today there are only 14 survivors of the Battle of Hong Kong 
still alive. In the West, one man in Victoria, who is 97, and one 
in Winnipeg. The remainder live in eastern Canada. About 290 
Canadians were killed in the battle of Hong Kong and close to 
270 died as POW’s. No fewer than 96 decorations were award-
ed to Canadian soldiers including one Victoria Cross.  
As author Nathan Greenfield has written, Hong Kong veterans 
fought a third battle, this time with their own government. 
They wanted restitution. It wasn’t until 1998 that Ottawa 
agreed to pay $24,000 to each living Hong Kong veteran or 
surviving spouse, for their forced labour under inhumane con-
ditions endured as Japanese POWs. Finally, in 2011 the Japa-
nese government formally apologized for “The tremendous 
damage and pain to former Canadian POW’s who have under-
gone tragic experiences in the camps both in Japan and Hong 
Kong”.  
Bud Wong thanked Cameron and presented him with the 

usual honorarium.    

For an unabridged version of the above which includes questions and  
answers, go to our PROBUS website at  www.probusvancouver.com, 

click on “Speakers”  and then on “Cameron Cathcart” 

Report of the November 14th Meeting 

Attendance:  163 Members and Guests 

DON’T FORGET THAT WE NOW HAVE A BRAND 

NEW BROCHURE TO HAND OUT TO 
PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS.  THESE WILL BE ON 
THE CASHIERS TABLE AT EVERY REGULAR 
MEETING. PICK ONE UP AT EVERY PROBUS 

MEETING AND GIVE IT A FRIEND. 
ENCOURANGE THEM TO JOIN OUR CLUB! 
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Our November speaker, Cameron 
Cathcart, combined his skills and interests 
as a broadcaster and military historian to 
deliver a powerful and moving presentation 
on the Battle of Hong Kong. Using maps and 
archival photos, he traced the little known 

story of the Japanese invasion of the colony in December, 1941. 
Although Winston Churchill knew that Hong Kong could not be 
defended against an invasion, Britain asked Canada for military 
support and, astonishingly, the Canadian government complied 
without Parliamentary approval. 
The Allied defence force of British, Indian and Canadian troops 
fought bravely but was no match for the tough, experienced, 
better-equipped, and more numerous Japanese soldiers who 
quickly overwhelmed them and occupied Hong Kong. 
Cathcart vividly described the battle and its aftermath, the im-
prisonment of Allied soldiers in brutal POW camps. Of the al-
most 2,000 Canadian soldiers and nurses, 290 were killed in 
action and 275 died in the camps. He added a personal perspec-
tive—photos and correspondence of Canadian soldiers from his 
home town in Quebec. 
Hugh Chaun, who introduced the speaker, was a young child 
in Hong Kong at the time of the invasion—as was our former 
Governor General, Adrienne Clarkson, née Poy. He contribut-
ed a personal account of the civilian perspective on this tragic 
event. Retired Justice Randall Bud Wong gave a polished 
summary of the presentation as he graciously thanked the 
speaker. 
It was a perfect way to recognize Remembrance Day. 
At the meeting, we welcomed two new members: David Mor-
dant and Mike Patton. 
Our December speaker is Penny Lyons, Executive Director of 
Seva Canada.  Seva, pronounced “say-va”) works to establish 
locally managed eye care programs to restore sight and prevent 
blindness in the developing world. 
If you’d like to get to meet and spend time with other mem-
bers, consider serving on one of the committees that make our 
organization successful. We understand that most members are 
willing to help but need the flexibility to accommodate travel 
plans and other commitments. So, we spread the work and pro-
vide backup. Check out the “Help Wanted” advertisement in 
this issue of the newsletter, or call me at 604-732-0366. 
On a final, bright note, the construction work on Burrard 
Street is now complete and traffic is flowing smoothly again. 

IN MEMORIAM 
It is with regret that we announce the passing of 

Frank Willis on November 5 
Our condolences to his family and friends 
The PROBUS Club of Vancouver will make 

a donation in his name to BCSPCA 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 

 

Our annual Christmas meeting is a social one with our 
"significant others" at the RVYC Christmas Buffet, which 
gives our members an opportunity to enjoy this exclusive 
sumptuous affair in a private room with music and carol 

singing to get us into the Christmas spirit ! 
Our January 25th meeting features 

Jayant Bhandari 
on the topic of - " INDIA: Hope or Illusion " It should also 
give us an opinion on the several ETF Funds etc. available 
to investors. I visited India 2 years ago and got a very posi-
tive view of their economy and enterprising endeavours. 
Since the next Probus Newsletter will arrive after that 

meeting, please make a note to contact our President, Tim 
Gibbs at 604-910-2666 (Cell) or timgibbs@hotmail.com if 
you would like to attend, on or before January 23rd. Our 
meetings start at 6.30 pm promptly, with a no-host bar at 
6.00 pm, and usually finish by 9.30 pm. Please bring a 
cheque for $60.00 for the excellent 3 course dinner, with 

dinner wine, coffee, gratuities etc. 
We do have to pay for no-shows - so please be sure to 

attend if you had booked to come. 
For information about our Club, please contact 
John Sullivan - 604-263-4486; johnws@telus.net 

Thanks to our November 
 Member Services Team 

Greeters: Peter Brock & Bob Wood 
Cashiers: Glen Wilson & Constantine Pappas 

  

PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the first 

Wednesday each month at the White Spot, Geor-

gia & Cardero except in July and August. 
 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  
 

Dec. 6: “Phishing for Phools: The Economics 

of Manipula$on and Decep$on” 

by George Akerlof and Robert Schiller  
 

Jan. 3: “Lost City of the Monkey Gods” 

by Douglas Preston  
 

For further informa*on contact Ken Yule at 

kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563.  



4 

 

PROBUS Club Of Vancouver  December 
, 2017 

 

The PROBUS Club of Vancouver is delighted to provide this opportunity to attend 

one of the VSO’s concerts for an extremely attractive price. 
 

This has been arranged through 

Estelle Jacobson, a member of the PROBUS Ladies Club and whose husband is a member of our club. 

 

SARAH  CHANG  Violinist 
One of the most dynamic and scintillating performers in the classical world to-day 

 

CONSTANTIN  TRINKS  Conductor 
 

Monday, April 30, 2018 at 8pm 

 

The VSO have offered us tickets at the generous price of $33 (normally $70).  
Because of the substantial discount, tickets will have to be purchased by 1st April, 

No Refunds. This offer is open to members and friends. 

 

PROGRAM 

BRUCH - Violin /concerto No. 1 in G minor 
Probably his most popular piece of music 

 

SCHUBERT – Symphony No 9. In C Major, The Great 
One of the most impressive orchestra pieces of music you can hear in live performance 

 

NAME_________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #___________________________________    

EMAIL____________________________________________________ 

NUMBER OF TICKETS_________   

 

WHICH PROBUS CLUB?  

Men’s ___ Women’s ___ Vancouver West Mixed ____ 

 

CHEQUE  (# of tickets X $33)  $__________ made out to Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 

Mail form and cheque to: Estelle JacobsonK1192 Nanton AvenueKVancouver, BC  V6H 2C5 

 

TICKETS WILL NOT BE MAILED - PICK-UP WILL BE AT MONTHLY PROBUS MEETING 

 

Please indicate preference for Orchestra ___ or Balcony ___ seating. 
Both offer section 1 seating. - I will endeavor to fill all requests but cannot guarantee your choice!   

This concert is selling well, so don’t delay. 

PROBUS Club Of Vancouver  December 
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The PROBUS Club of Vancouver offers opportunities to 

ganization work. We understand that most members 
are willing to help but need the flexibility to accommo-
date travel plans and other commitments. So, we spread 

the work and provide backup. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities Committee 
The Activities program includes visits to places of interest, 

tours, walks, cultural events, and the President’s Lunch. Com-
mittee members do the research, planning, negotiating, 

promotion, and registration.  
For more information, go to the website 

(https://probusvancouver.com/) 
and check the Activities tab and the committee link on the 
Home Page. If you’re interested in joining the committee, 

call Rich Carson at (604) 261-0974. 

 
Website/Database Committee 

This group, with help from a professional webmaster, maintains 
and updates 

These can be satisfying jobs for peo-
ple who are comfortable with computers, enjoy the satisfaction 

of getting them to do what they want, and are able to handle 
minor glitches. No prior experience is required. Members are 
trained in the use of WordPress and FileMaker Pro, and are 

given support and encouragement by more experienced mem-
bers of the team.  For more information go to the website 

(https://probusvancouver.com/) and check it out. 
If you’re interested in joining the committee, call Jack Zaleski at 

(604) 328-4288. 

 
Membership Committee 

The primary role of the Membership Committee is to ensure 
the Club maintains a reasonable and stable level of membership 
as determined by the Management Committee. This normally 

equates to bringing in up to three new members at each 
monthly meeting. The Committee is required to contact pro-
spective members in advance of a meeting to confirm availabil-
ity and to obtain biographical information. An assigned Com-

mittee member will, once or twice per year, be responsible for 
introducing the new members from the stage at the front of 

the auditorium. The Committee is also required to conduct an 
approximate count of attendance at each meeting. As with the 
introductions, this duty is also shared among the members of 
the Committee. If you are a "people person" and would enjoy 

helping out, please contact Peter Hamilton at 
(604) 730-9975.  

2017 PROBUS OUTINGS 
 


