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Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

October, 2014 NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER 

 

 

January 8:  Glen Dennison, Underwater    
     Explorer 
 

Topic:      “The Underwater Fauna of     
     Howe Sound” 

 www.probusvancouver.com December, 2018 

DR. ANDREW SEAL 

Dr. Seal graduated from Guy’s Hospital Medical School in London 
in 1969 and came to Vancouver in 1975. He completed his 
general surgery residency training at UBC, becoming a Fellow of 
The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada in 1979 
and receiving an MS degree from the University of London in 
1980.  In July 1981 he joined the Department of Surgery at UBC 
as a member of the active staff at the Health Sciences Centre 
Hospital on the UBC campus. There he began his surgical prac-

tice with a special interest in the surgery of inflammatory bowel disease, and where he 
continued his research in gastrointestinal physiology.  In 1988 Dr. Seal became an 
Associate Professor in the Department of Surgery and in 1994 was appointed the first 
Associate Dean of Student Affairs in the UBC Faculty of Medicine. On completion of 
his term in 1999 he became a visiting scholar at St. Catharine’s College Cambridge 
where he studied the linkages between the history of medicine and the history of art.  
He returned to UBC Hospital in 2000 and became a member of the Division of Gen-
eral Surgery at St Paul’s Hospital in 2003 where he practiced until his retirement in 
2010.  
Dr Seal has also had a long interest in the history of medicine and has given introduc-
tory lectures on the history of medicine and surgery to medical students over many 
years. Whilst Associate Dean he started the Annual Spring Gala concerts in 1995 and 
the Annual student and faculty art exhibitions in 1997. Among his Academic Awards 
and Distinctions Dr Seal received a Killam Teaching Prize in 2000, and in 2001 was 
one of fifty faculty members to receive a Gold Medal from the Faculty of Medicine on 
the occasion of the Faculty’s fiftieth anniversary. In 2008 he received the Career 
Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching from the Faculty of Medicine and in 2010 
the William Webber Award from the UBC Medical Undergraduate Society.  
Since Dr. Seal’s retirement when he is not painting in his studio he enjoys providing 
surgical assistance to his colleagues at St. Paul’s and Mount St Joseph’s Hospitals as 
well as continuing to teach the medical students and general surgery residents of UBC. 
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President Peter Scott opened the meeting and welcomed 
the members and guests present, especially our speaker, 
Ty Speer.  Following a rendition of “In Flanders Fields” and 
a brief moment of silence in recognition of Remembrance 
Day, John Pearkes introduced two new members (see page 
3). Jack Zaleski gave us an overview of some of the activi-
ties that are being considered for the coming year, including 
a visit to the Stave Lake Falls Hydro Museum and Mission 
Abbey.  A show-of-hands indicated sufficient interest for the 
Activities Committee to pursue it further.  Past President and 
Honourary Member, Bill Sexsmith spoke about what’s hap-
pening at PROBUS Canada and gave a great sales pitch for 
the licence plate holders. Raymond Greenwood thanked his 
Member Services Team, after which, Chris Finch introduced 
Ty Speer. 
Tourism is the second largest industry in BC, contributing $7 
billion to the province’s GDP. Vancouver’s tourism contrib-
utes $4.5 billion of this and 70,000 jobs locally.  Thousands 
of businesses are directly connected to the tourism industry 
and much more are indirectly connected, including restau-
rants, retail stores, and public transportation. 
The tourism industry in Vancouver has been growing for the 
last five consecutive years, and the global tourism industry 
has doubled in the last 20 years. However, Tourism Van-
couver, a not-for-profit, private, membership-based organi-
zation that works to promote tourism in Vancouver, recog-
nizes there are some challenges to maintaining this rate of 
growth. So, a year ago, they made the decision to slow 
down growth to properly prepare for the future.  They creat-
ed Tourism 2030, a future-looking initiative that intends to 
paint a picture to help guide their business, give guidance to 
their industry members, and have conversations with gov-
ernment about what might be important in the future. This 
initiative worked with many consultants to try to predict and 
understand a variety of scenarios and how they will affect 
the tourism industry in the year 2030.  
The report found that global tourism has been growing 
through three main drivers. First, is the Traveling Class, a 
term that demographers and marketers use for the fact that 
more people have disposable income today than ever be-
fore. China’s middle class is currently producing over 300 
million outbound trips every year. There have also been big 
demographic changes, with Baby Boomers moving into re-
tirement, giving them both time and money for travel.  Mil-
lennials are also a large demographic group that is coming 
to a point in their lives where they will be travelling as fami-
lies. Finally, air travel has exploded. It is easier to travel with 
more direct and frequent flights than ever before. This is 
exemplified by YVR which has been a world leader in 
growth as well as in service. 
An interesting challenge for the tourism industry is the large 
number of competitors. Travelers today have virtually unlim-
ited choices in destinations. It is very difficult to lure visitors 
to your city or country when you have over 25,000 competi-
tors. Vancouver brands itself to affluent travelers as a place 

with a different perspective. Vancouver is a place that is 
about allowing people to connect with something new and 
different, whether that's connecting the urban to the outdoor, 
Canadian to Chinese or South Asian, connecting business 
and lifestyle. The brand aims to help tourists understand 
that in Vancouver, you can choose to follow a passion that 
is meaningful to you and on which nobody is going to judge 
you. This is a city that allows you to behave in the way that 
you want to behave. 
This brand is being shared among the thirteen other tourism 
organizations similar to Ty’s throughout the Lower Mainland 
including Tourism Richmond, Tourism Surrey, Tourism 
Burnaby as well as Tourism Whistler. While each city’s tour-
ism organization wants to take the most of a tourist’s time, 
they understand that tourists do not care about boundaries. 
So, while, all of these groups differ in organizational struc-
ture, they work together for the greater good of tourism in 
the Lower Mainland. 
While Vancouver has lots to offer tourists, it needs to contin-
ue to refresh the visitor experience. There have been very 
few new developments in products or experiences for tour-
ists in Vancouver. The Sea to Sky is the most recent large 
development in the area, and it is a bit of a stretch to say 
that this is part of Vancouver’s tourism. This makes Ty’s job 
interesting as he must now market the idea of Vancouver to 
developers so that they make investments here and put in 
the capital to develop new projects. 
The report also found that Vancouver’s Tourist industry 
growth will be limited in the future by a lack of hotel rooms. 
Even as the number of visitors has grown over the last 15 
years, there has been a loss 2,000 hotel rooms. It is chal-
lenging to convince developers to build high-risk and capital-
intensive hotels on land where they could build housing. 
Ty also foresees major issues in the cruise ship travel sec-
tor. Vancouver is currently one of the best cruise opportuni-
ties to Alaska, with its biggest competition being Seattle. 
However, with more and more mega ships being built every 
day, a major challenge is presented as these ships cannot 
pass under the Lions Gate Bridge in order to get to Canada 
Place. This creates a need for the creation of a new cruise 
ship port if Vancouver wishes to stay a competitor in this 
market. 
On the bright side, Vancouver’s tourism industry is well sup-
ported by its residents. In the most recent survey, 97% of 
Vancouverites said that tourism was important to the econo-
my and the community and that it positively impacts our res-
idents. In order to avoid becoming like cities such as Barce-
lona, Venice and Amsterdam where tourism is now reviled, 
it is crucial for Vancouver’s Tourism industry to move for-
ward with caution and to respect its residents. 

 

Report of the November 13th Meeting 

Attendance:  115 Members and Guests 



3 

 

 

 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  December, 2018 

Our speaker in November was Ty 
Speer, The CEO of Tourism Vancouver, 
who gave us a very thorough analysis of 
the tourism industry in BC and particu-
larly in Vancouver, as they look forward 
to the year 2030.  As the 2nd largest in-

dustry in BC, tourism is critical to the future of our 
city.  In the early 2000’s I served on the board of Tour-
ism Vancouver which was a most rewarding experi-
ence.  It was at one of those board meetings that we 
were asked to vote on Tourism Vancouver’s support of 
the bid for the 2010 Winter Olympic Games.  I wonder 
if we would have been so strongly in favour in today’s 
world with so many cities and countries rejecting that 
opportunity, given the huge costs (and overruns) in-
volved and dealing with an Olympics Committee with a 
questionable reputation! 
 

At our November meeting, Bill Sexsmith spoke about 
the coveted PROBUS License Plate Frames which were 
featured in the November Newsletter and he took or-
ders for 60.  As there was a fairly small turnout for the 
meeting, those who missed this opportunity will have 
another chance to get in on this great deal following 
our December meeting. 
 

A few of our members inadvertently missed 
paying their annual dues; the deadline to remain 
a member in good standing, is November 30.  
Dues can easily be paid by clicking on the “Pay 
Now” button on the Home Page of the website. 
 

Our next meeting is the last for 2018 and so I wish all 
our members and their families a very Happy Christmas 
or other occasion that they celebrate at this time of 
the year.  
 

I look forward to seeing you again on January 8, 2019. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 
 

Our Club has received interest from a couple of Probus Members 
recently, and we expect them to attend some of our 

meetings in the New Year. 
 

December is our Social gathering with spouses to enjoy the very 
special Christmas Buffet at the RVYC where we have our private 

room and enjoy singing carols and musical performances 

by our talented members! 
 

Meetings in 2019 will return to the last Thursday evening of 
every month, at 6.30 pm with a no-host bar at 6.00 pm. 

 

On January 31st. our Guest Speaker will be Ian Brown, Chartered 
Accountant, who has worked as a financial executive in the junior 

mining field since 1979, experiencing the frequent 
"Boom & Bust" periods of the past 38 years! 

Ian has been the CFO or President of some 20 junior companies, 
many of which he has been part of the founder group for gold, 

base metals & in the oil & gas sector. He cautions investors and 
speculators without deep knowledge of industry. Maybe we shall 

be getting some advice and tips from him!!! 
 

Probus members and their guests are welcome to attend the 

Dinner meeting which includes the RVYC first class meal and 
includes a couple of glasses of wine. The $60.00 cost covers gra-
tuities/taxes etc. for an entertaining and educational evening. To 

attend, please call or email our President, Bill Caulfield at 
604-825-8245; wlcaulfield@gmail.com no later than Tuesday, 

January 29th. as we have to provide exact numbers 

and pay for no-shows. 
This notice will also appear in the January newsletter. 

For Club Information please email John Sullivan - 
johnws@telus.net 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  
 

 

The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday 

each month (except July and August) at the White Spot, 
Georgia & Cardero. 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  
 

 December 5: Fantasyland by Kurt Andersen 

January  2: Origin by Dan Brown  
 

For further informa0on contact Ken Yule at kjyqc@shaw.ca or 

604-266-4563.  
 

 
 

Thanks to our November 
Member Services Team 

Cashiers: George Adams & John Baxter  
Greeters: George Battye & Harry Beattie 

Welcome New Members 
 
 

 
GORDON WEETMAN 
FOREST SCIENCE 

 
 

 
WAYNE HAMILL 
REAL ESTATE 
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 VANCOUVER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

TRIBUTE TO  BENNY  GOODMAN 

Friday 11 January at 8pm 

Tickets $45 (normally $90) Section 1 Seating Balcony or Orchestra 

 

One of the all-time greats, Benny Goodman’s influence on jazz, swing, big band, and popular music 
was unsurpassed. Multi-instrumentalist Dave Bennett and his quartet trace the musical path from 
the golden age of swing through the early days of rock ‘n’ roll, including chart-topping hits by Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash. You’ll be In the Mood to Sing Sing Sing!  (Tickets 

must be ordered before January 1
st
 for this concert) 

 

TRAGIC LOVE: WAGNER & PROKOFIEV 

Saturday 11 May at 8pm 

Tickets $35 (Normally $70) Section 1 Seating Balcony or Orchestra 

Maestro Otto Tausk takes the podium in a concert all about love, including his live commentary and 
insights. The spotlight shines on VSO musicians Julia Lockhart and Jeanette Jonquil in the love-
ly Duet Concertino for Clarinet and Bassoon by Richard Strauss, and Maestro Tausk pre-
sents Prokofiev’s Romeo & Juliet in a way that Vancouver audiences have never heard before, in a 
suite that features not only the most famous sections, but also some of the rarely-performed music in 
between that is in fact some of the most beautiful music in the entire work. 
(Tickets must be ordered before April 1

st 
for this concert) 

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN. 
 

NAME_______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #______________________________  EMAIL______________________________ 

Benny Goodman - Tickets $45 (normally $90)  NUMBER OF TICKETS___TOTAL COST______ 

 

Tragic Love – Tickets $35  (normally $70)         NUMBER OF TICKETS___TOTAL COST_______ 

 

WHICH PROBUS CLUB?  MEN’s ___  WOMEN’S ___ VANCOUVER WEST MIXED ___ 

CHEQUE  (# of tickets multiplied by applicable price)  $__________ made out to Vancouver Sym-
phony Orchestra 

INDICATE:      Orchestra  _______   Balcony   _________ 

Mail form and cheque to:VEstelle JacobsonV1192 Nanton AvenueVVancouver, BC   V6H 2C5 

TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AS OF NOVEMBER 1st AND WILL NOT BE MAILED  
PICK-UP WILL BE AT MONTHLY PROBUS MEETING 

 

NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDSNO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDSNO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDSNO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS    


