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Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 12 at The HR MacMillan Space Centre 
Speaker: Club member Guy Immega Retired aerospace engineer, entrepreneur 
and author. 
Topic: “Global cooling by solar radiation management in space.” 
9:00—Coffee and Timbits 
9:45—Meeting commences followed by our speaker’s presentation.

NEWSLETTER 

PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
PO Box 74539, KITSILANO, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4P4 

 

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
January 9:  John Madden—Prof. of Electrical & Computer Engineering, UBC 
Topic: UBC Research on nerve-cell regeneration 

December, 2023 

GUY IMMEGA 

A member of our club, Guy is a retired aerospace engineer 

and entrepreneur, living in Vancouver, Canada. His com-

pany, Kinetic Sciences Inc. built experimental robots for 

the space station, robots to clean up nuclear waste and 

miniature fingerprint sensors for cell phones. In 2005, Guy 

sold the corporate intellectual property to a Californian 

company. Since that time he has published several science 

fiction short stories, and completed two SF novels: Super-

Earth Mother and Eye of the Beholder Super-Earth Mother will be pub-

lished by EDGE SF&F in the summer of 2023.  

Guy also publishes an additional website: 

• Planet Cooling — Geoengineering with solar sails at L1. 

    See www.planet-cooling.com.  

mailto:roytwitch@shaw.ca
mailto:roytwitch@shaw.ca
mailto:roytwitch@shaw.ca
https://kineticwords.net/super-earth-mother.html
https://kineticwords.net/super-earth-mother.html
https://kineticwords.net/the-eye-of-the-beholder.html
http://www.edgewebsite.com/
http://www.planet-cooling.com/
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President Richard Earthy started the formal meeting at 9:45  
with the customary welcome.  Dispensing with the usual amus-
ing story, he recited the words which appear on the epitaph at 
the War Cemetery in Kohima, “When you go home, tell them 
of us and say For your tomorrow, we gave our today” written 
by John Maxwell Edmonds.  This was followed by a brief but 
moving bagpipe recital by a young lady, Caroline Ng. 
Jack Zaleski introduced three new members (see page 3). Rich-
ard Earthy introduced our speaker, Colonel Scott Raesler 
Back in 1989, the world is a vastly different place. Colonel 
Raesler was a young soldier early in his career. The Berlin Wall 
was falling, the Cold War was winding down, the USSR was 
collapsing, the Tiananmen Square incident had just occurred 
isolating China on the world stage, North Korea was not yet a 
nuclear state, Iran was in a weakened state emerging from 10 
years of the Iran-Iraq War, the USA was unequivocally consid-
ered the world leader, and outside a few fringe academics, no 
one was talking about climate change.  
The state of the world was feeling pretty stable, and Canada 
transitioned away from the defensive security mindset of the 
Cold War. The country shut down its bases in Germany, and 
began to deploy soldiers to places like Cyprus, Yugoslavia, So-
malia, the Middle East, and Afghanistan. While these missions 
were intense, they were more about meeting Canada’s inter-
national obligations, rather than defending the country. At the 
same time, the Canadian military was rarely deployed domesti-
cally. 
Surrounded by three oceans and having the world’s biggest 
military power as an ally directly south of us, it's easy for Cana-
dians to feel a strong sense of security. Governments of all 
political stripes have taken advantage of this by only investing 
the minimum in the country’s defense. Canada is supportive of 
ally operations, and expect in turn that in the case of a security 
concern, someone else will take care of us. However, Colonel 
Raesler argues that this isn’t realistic anymore. With the state 
of the world changing so rapidly, the Canadian forces need to 
be better prepared and build more resiliency. 
Global instability, both politically and environmentally, have the 
potential to impact security within Canadian borders in a way 
not felt in the last 30 years. While the Cold War put us in a 
very serious security climate at the time, it at least felt predict-
able. Today, the ongoing armed conflict between Israel and 
Hamas-led Palestinian militant groups has escalated faster than 
anyone could imagine. Russia is in a full out war with Ukraine 
resulting in a level of suffering not seen in Europe since WWII. 
China is aggressively employing every tool at its disposal to 
gain more power globally, even showing increased interest in 
accessing northern maritime routes and Arctic natural re-
sources. North Korea has nuclear weapons that can reach 
North America. Iran has developed sophisticated rockets and 
unmanned aerial vehicles which they’re selling to Russia and to 
their proxies across the Middle East. Since the start for Colo-
nel Raesler’s career, the scope of operations for the Canadian 

forces has increased significantly from mostly peacekeeping to 
counterinsurgency, counterterrorism, and widespread pres-
ence, deterrence, and capacity building operations. In addition 
to these commitments overseas, the military is also consistent-
ly called upon to assist with a fire, flood, and ongoing avalanche 
control. With the impacts of climate change leading to massive 
forest fires, domestic operations, which were very rare in the 
past, have dramatically increased. 
Given this ever-expanding list of tasks, Canada’s military is un-
der strength with only about 60,000 regular soldiers and 
25,000 reserves. This is particularly concerning given how fast 
conditions change in today’s world. At the start of WWII, Can-
ada was underprepared, but had three years to build an army 
before seeing any action. We won’t get that much notice in 
current times so there is a need to start building capacity now. 
Things like buying equipment, recruitment, and training espe-
cially for sergeants and majors take a lot of time and money, 
but are important investments in the country’s insurance and 
security planning. 
Despite being overstretched, Canada's regular and reserve sol-
diers, sailors, and aviators, continue to answer the call to serve 
time and time again. Currently, Canadian forces are deployed 
in over 25 operations overseas. Colonel Raesler highlights a 
few of the key operations. In all of these cases, an equal num-
ber of soldiers need to be trained so that soldiers can take 
leave, and at least 20% are reservists: 
Operation REASSURANCE: 1000 soldiers deployed in Latvia 
with a commitment to increase this to 2500 soldiers in the 
next ten years.  
Operation UNIFIER: 300-400 soldiers deployed in Poland to 
support the Ukrainian army.  
Operation IMPACT: 200-300 soldiers deployed in the Middle 
East, specifically in Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, and Kuwait. This de-
ployment originally focused on fighting ISIS. It has now evolved 
into building more capacity and democracy-building within the 
Iraqi military. 
Canadian forces are also deployed on smaller missions includ-
ing traditional peacekeeping operations in Africa, Kosovo, the 
Sinai Peninsula, and the Middle East.  
In addition, the Canadian forces also have a 500-person Light 
Infantry Battalion based in Canada that is ready to deploy to 
anywhere in the world on 10 days-notice to support. Of that 
500, 300 are currently in Cyprus in anticipation of further 
evacuation of Canadians from either Lebanon or Israel. There 
are an additional 300 soldiers that are on three-days’ notice to 
deploy anywhere in Canada to fight fires and floods when 
needed.  
Colonel Raesler ends with a call to action to us all to use our 
networks to advocate for the continued support of the Cana-
dian Arm Forces and the folks in uniform serving both past and 
present. Never forget. 
Michael Shields thanked Mr Louie and presented him with the 
customary honourarium. 

Report of the November 14th  Meeting 
Attendance:  102 Members and Guests 
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Probus Insights From The President Rotarians' Investment Club 
 

The Rotarians' Investment Club met on Thursday, 

November 30. Attendees enjoyed a delicious 3-course 

dinner prepared by the yacht club along with a wine 

pairing. John LaGourgue, VP Corporate Development 

The next meeting will be held in January, date TBD. 

We invite prospective members or those who are 
interested in learning more about our club to attend 

one of our meetings. If you would like to attend, 

please RSVP by email to: Gabby Dickert, President, 

at gabrielledickert@gmail.com, 778-668-9361 

Guest fee $110.00. Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, 

3811 Point Grey Road, Vancouver 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB  
The next meeting of the Book Club will be 
at 9:00 am on Wednesday, December 6, in 

The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 
5700 Larch Street, (at 41st Avenue) 

Dec 6: One Man in His Time by Michael Audain 
Jan 3      Thinking Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman  

For further information contact Ken Yule at 
kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563 

First off, let me say how pleased I was 

with the attendance at our Novem-

ber Meeting.  As it fell very close to 

Remembrance Day, we paused for a 

few minutes to reflect on Canada’s 

contributions in all wars.  Several of 

our members who have served in the 

reserves and regular force stood to 

be recognized.  We were treated to 

two bagpipe solos by Caroline Ng, thanks to Hugh 

Chaun.  And we had made a change in our speaker 

line-up and were addressed by Colonel W. Scott 

Raesler, CD, 39 Canadian Brigade Group Commander 

on “The Canadian Armed Forces in a rapidly evolving 

geopolitical security environment: national objectives 
at home and abroad.”  In a very candid presentation, 

we were informed of Canada’s significant contribu-

tions to many missions, around the world, in which 

our Canadian Armed forces are engaged besides being 

called on for domestic operations such as fires and 

floods.  After a very informative talk, the many ques-

tions posed to Colonel Raesler were wide ranging, 

from the challenges of recruiting youth from the ‘me 

generation’ plus their low level of fitness i.e., below 

the CAF’s requirements, to consideration of mandato-

ry service.  All questions were answered with candor.  

Colonel Raesler’s presentation was best summed up 

by John Madden, one of our members, who said, after 

hearing Colonel Raesler’s message, he is proud to be a 

Canadian and feels reassured when we have such pro-

fessional soldiers watching our backs!  Thank you for 

your service, Colonel Raesler. 

The speaker for our December Meeting is one of our 

own, Guy Immega, a retired aerospace engineer, en-

trepreneur, and author whose topic is “Global cooling 

by solar radiation management in space.” 

On behalf of your Board, I wish you and yours a Hap-

py Holiday Season, a very Merry Christmas and peace 

and prosperity in 2024. 

And how about this for your New Year’s Resolution?  

Introduce a friend or acquaintance to Probus! 

Looking forward to seeing you on December 12th. 

 
Yours in the fellowship of PROBUS, 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

It is with regret that we announce the passing of 

Michael Jacobson on November 1 and 
Gordon Gibson on November 10 

Our condolences to their families and friends 
The PROBUS Club of Vancouver 

will make  donations in their names to 
charities of their choice. 

 

Welcome To Our New Members 

 

   

 

Perry Goldsmith 
Communications, Agent and Coach  

Jamie Wilcox 
Law Professor 

George Marlatte 
International Banking Consultant 

mailto:gabrielledickert@gmail.com
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REPORTS ON TWO RECENT ACTIVITIES 

Bard on the Beach—September 26 

 
 
Twenty one hail and hearty Probus members and guests braved a cold and rainy evening to enjoy a performance of 

As You Like It as it is rarely produced!  This version, created by our own Bard on the Beach Company, incorporates 
many well-known Beatles songs!  The company has taken this production to various cities across Canada and even 

into the US.  Given the cold weather, we were provided with warm blankets to take off some of the chill.  The per-

formance was wonderful and thoroughly enjoyed by all, including me! 

The Monumental Scandalous Tour 

The Monumental Scandals Tour 

on Oct 31st was an unqualified 

success.  We were entertained by 

the story of L.D. Taylor (a Chica-

go banker who fled the U.S. after 

being charged with embezzle-

ment) who became Vancouver’s 

longest serving mayor, having 

been elected 8 times between 

1910 and 1934, only to suffer the 

largest electoral defeat in Vancou-

ver history.  Also, that of Mary 

Lloyd who was banned from per-

forming in Vancouver for exposing 

her ankle on stage and her 
“suggestive” remarks.   

Our storyteller, Glenn, was an 

excellent orator and impressed us 

with his knowledge of turn of the 

century Vancouver.  The famous 

Marine building, built for $2.1 mil-

lion in the early 30’s by rum run-

ner Joe Hobbs, was sold in 1933 

to the Guinness family (of beer 

fame) for a paltry $900,000.  From 

this investment the Guinness fami-

ly purchased 4,700 acres to devel-

op British Properties, much of 

which the family still owns, and 

built the Lion’s Gate bridge in 

1938.Stories of infidelity, murder, 

suicide, riots and machinations 

added to the enjoyment of the 

tour. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8—9:45 AM 
A CURATED TOUR OF THE CANADIAN CHINESE MUSEUM 

AT 51 EAST PENDER STREET 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS EVENT IS LIMITED TO 15 MEMBERS ONLY 

floors and has an elevator.  Washrooms are available. 
We will explore the main exhibit, THE PAPER TRAIL to the 1923 CHINESE 

EXCLUSION ACT.  Other exhibits are the “ODYSSEYS AND  

from the 18th century to the present and “PERIOD ROOMS” featuring a 

historic school and living room dating to 1889 on the third floor. 

THE NOT-SO-SMALL-PRINT 
Getting there is easy.  

BUS:  THE 4,7,19 AND 22 stop at Carrall and Pender across from the museum.  

SKY TRAIN: 10-minute walk from Stadium-Chinatown station.  

PARKING:  There is an EasyPark parkade in Chinatown Plaza at 106 Keefer Street.  

Suggest downloading the App. 

This tour will last approximately 1 hour. There will be opportunities to continue exploring and socializing. If 

there is sufficient interest, we can arrange to go on to lunch.  The Chinatown BBQ, 130 Pender St. is highly 

rated. 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THIS EVENT  
 

COST:  $28.00 per person 
To register with EventBrite click here 

Please direct any questions to: Chris Finch at cafb@shaw.ca OR 
Al Hurwitz at alhurwitz@gmail.com 

Registration will close at 5 pm on Monday, February 5th. 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/tour-of-the-canadian-chinese-museum-tickets-765435256457?aff=oddtdtcreator
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 
Your Activities Committee has arranged another walk with 

John Atkin 
This time, John will start at Arbutus and West 15th Avenue 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We’ll explore the history and development of Talton Place an 

area between 13th and 16th Avenues, Arbutus and Cypress Streets 
promoted by Thomas Talton Langlois and his Prudential Builders 
Limited as an alternative to Shaughnessy Heights. Like its neighbour, 

there were a number of restrictions on the types and cost of buildings 
allowed but in the end it was not a financial success. However, the 

neighbourhood is home to a fabulous collection of Craftsman-style 
houses and landscaped streets. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE PLANNED ACTIVITIES  

THURSDAY, MARCH 7 
 

 

 

 

 
A Behind-the Barriers Tour of the Vancouver International Airport 

Join us for a curated tour of YVR! 
More than an airport,  YVR is a hub of activity enabling human connection and 

commerce for the province.  On this very special tour you will learn about 
airside operations, aviation history, YVR’s art collection and plans for the future. 

We will visit several areas that are not open to the public for a behind 
the scenes look at our airport.   

Capacity for the event is 30 people, members only. 
Join us to experience our airport in a whole new way.  


