
  

 

Don Lindsay was appointed 
President of Teck in January 
2005 and assumed the addition-
al responsibility of Chief Execu-
tive Officer in April 2005. 
Before joining Teck, Don was 
President of CIBC World Mar-
kets and led the bank’s Invest-

ment and Corporate Banking Division as 
well as the Asia Pacific Region. Earlier in his 
career he was responsible for CIBC’s Global 
Mining Group. Don has a B.Sc., (Hons.) Min-
ing Engineering from Queen’s University 
and an MBA from Harvard Business School. 
Don is a member of the Board of Directors 
of Manulife Financial Corporation and the 
Board of Directors of the Canadian Council 
of Chief Executives. He is Chair of the 
Board of Governors for Mining and Metals 
for the World Economic Forum, a member 
of the Canadian Minister of Finance’s Eco-
nomic Advisory Council, and serves on the 
Executive Committee for the Governor 
General’s Canadian Leadership Conference. 
Don is also a Director of B.C. Children’s 
Hospital Foundation in Vancouver and 
served as Chair of the successful $200-
million capital 
campaign to build a new acute care hospital. 
Don previously served for several years on 
the Board of the Canada China Business 
Council. He has also been a division chair for 
Natural Resources for the United Way of 
the Lower Mainland in British Columbia and 
is a past member of the Board of Directors 
of the Vancouver Aquarium. In Ontario, 
Don served on the Board of Governors of 
the Royal Ontario Museum, the Board of St. 

Michael’s Hospital Foundation, as Vice Chair 
of the Greater Toronto Scout Foundation, 
and as a member of the United Way’s Major 
Individual Giving Cabinet in Toronto. 
 As Chair of the International Zinc Associa-
tion from 2007 to 2011, Don led the devel-
opment and launch of the Zinc Saves Kids 
campaign, a program developed in partner-
ship with UNICEF to address zinc deficien-
cy, which claims the lives of approximately 
450,000 children annually around the world. 
Under his leadership, Teck also launched a 
Zinc & Health program, which to date has 
helped improve the health of more than 
eight million children worldwide. 
In 2002, Don was awarded the Queen Eliza-
beth II Golden Jubilee medal and was 
honoured again in 2013 with the Queen Eliz-
abeth II Diamond Jubilee medal. He re-
ceived the Kathleen Beaumont-Hill distin-
guished alumni award from Queen’s Univer-
sity in 2012, and in 2013 he was awarded an 
Honorary Doctorate of Technology from 
the British Columbia Institute of Technolo-
gy. More recently, in 2014 he was a recipient 
of a British Columbia Community Achieve-
ment Award, the CIM Distinguished Service 
Medal, the Nature Trust of British Columbia 
Conservation Champion Award, and he was 
recently named to the Order of British 
Columbia. 
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Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 10th 

Time:   9:30 am 

Location: H.R. MacMillan Planetarium 

 and Space Centre, Lower Level 
Speaker:   Don Lindsay, President & CEO 

 Teck Resources 

Topic: The state of the mining industry                                                                                             
and the impact of global trends 

NEWSLETTER 

PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
5846 Angus Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3N8, Phone and Fax 604-261-6818 

 

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

October, 2014 

 

Future Speakers 

 

 

March 10th: Jim Chu—Chief Constable 

Vancouver Police Department 
 

Topic: TBA 

 

April 14th: TBA   

Don Lindsay 

 February, 2015 www.probusvancouver.com 

Welcome New Members 
John Baxter—Management Consultant 
Andres Nordin—Financial Management 

Don MacFarlane—Dentist 
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Report of the January 13th  Meeting 

Attendance: 185 Members and Guests 

The meeting was chaired by President Scott. John Gunn act-
ed as Secretary of the meeting.  Three new members were 
introduced by Dave Muller (see Welcome New Members).  
Gary Dickson advised us of a special Tuesday, March 17 
tour of Pacific Museum of the Earth and the brand new 
Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Science Building, at UBC. 
(See page 4 of this Newsletter for details and how to regis-
ter). 
Bill Robertson introduced our guest speaker, Professor 
David Helfand, a renowned astronomer from Columbia 
University and now President of Quest University in 
Squamish, BC.  Speaking rapidly without notes or props, Dr. 
Helfand gave us a vivid word-picture of this remarkable in-
stitution about which, we suspect, many of us are either 
unaware or know little of its workings.    
The University, a not for profit secular liberal arts and sci-
ence university, was established as a result of a 100 million 
dollar donation from benefactors, inspired and driven by Dr.  
Strangway, formerly president of UBC.  This whole concept 
was made possible by the enactment of a provincial bill pro-
posed by MLA Ralph Sultan.  The university is located on a 
240 acre site in Squamish. As Dr Helfand explained, typical 
university education is still widely based on the original 
(German) idea as a method of dispensing information to 
students by means of lectures and books - disseminating 
knowledge which, in olden times, was difficult to obtain and 
very expensive to acquire.  All that has changed.  Today, in 
the extreme, almost anyone with access to the internet can 
obtain the facts behind this knowledge, almost instantly and 
generally at no cost.  What is needed is to teach students 
what to do with the knowledge and the facts, and how to 
pursue and embellish what has been learned, how to use it 
to further our understanding of our situation in the world 
and in our own lives.  In 2002 a provincial act was passed for 
the establishment of this independent university to educate 
undergraduates in a new way - to teach them to validate 
what they learn, figure out new ways to use the new 
knowledge, and be better citizens.  As an aside, Dr. Helfand 
could not resist pointing out that this current exercise in 
which he stood in front of a theatre full of ‘students’ and 
talked at them to impart information to them, would be a 
process inimical to Quest and a vestige of the old way – the 
method still used in most universities today. 
The university was up and running in 2006 and now has an 
enrolment of about 520 students and a faculty and support 
staff of 50. The goal is to provide a liberal arts and sciences 
program to prepare undergraduates for life in the 21st cen-
tury, not for the early 20th century which is what most cur-

rent universities do.  Here was an opportunity to start with 
a clean slate.  Most universities at present are modelled on 
the 19th century German model - clearly not suitable to the 
21st century.  In 2011, they held their first convocation with 
graduates being awarded Bachelor of Arts and Science 
degrees.  
What is different between Quest and almost all other uni-
versities in North America?  Well, one would notice that 
the classes are small - 20 students.  They are not in a typical 
lecture theatre - they are sitting around an oval table (the 
table limited in size to take only 21 seats!), and the 21st per-
son at the table is the tutor - and you would note that they 
do not call them “professors” - they are Tutors and are 
there to Teach.  There are no departments - the tutors are 
mixed together to encourage interplay between various dis-
ciplines - for example, the math tutor and the music tutor 
might talk things over and end up teaching the mathematics 
of music (or the music in math!).  All the students are in 
residence.   The students study on the block plan, taking one 
course at a time, each for 3½ weeks. There are four blocks 
per semester and there are eight blocks per year.  Courses 
are primarily in Humanities, the Life Sciences, the Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics, and the Social Sciences and all stu-
dents are expected to be involved in all courses.  Great em-
phasis is placed on collaboration between students, with 
students breaking off into small groups and giving presenta-
tions on the results of their collaboration.  There is strong 
pressure to be competent in standing up and making a 
presentation - in other words, ‘public speaking’ - an essential 
life skill.  Each student, (introverts included) at the end of 
the course, is required to give a 15 minutes dissertation on 
his or her chosen theme. 
In comparing Quest to other universities, Quest ranked top 
in the 2010 National Survey of Student Engagement among 
Canadian universities on five key criteria: academic chal-
lenge, student-faculty interaction, supportive campus envi-
ronment, active and collaborative learning, and enriching 
educational experience. 
Among the questions raised to Dr. Helfand was this - can 
the Quest model be used elsewhere?  His answer – a provi-
sional “yes” if it is in a similar “stand alone” environment - in 
other words, not part of a larger institution such as UBC, 
for example.  To work properly it should be separate, and 
small and strictly for undergrads. 
Tuition is $30,000 per year, high by Canadian standards, low 
by USA standards.  The university receives some contribu-
tions from outside, but nothing from the government.   
Ralph Yorsh thanked the speaker. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
The over 180 members who at-
tended the January 18 meeting 
were not disappointed.  David 
Helfand, the world famous as-

tronomer and President of Quest Universi-
ty in Squamish, delivered a stimulating and 
unconventional review of why he believes 
an education in liberal arts and science is 
the best way to prepare young men and 
women for the world, or for a postgraduate 
course of study.  A vigorous question and 
answer session followed his address and left 

attendees dazzled. 
Our upcoming speakers, Don Lindsay (CEO 
of Teck) in February, and Jim Chu (the Chief 
of Police for Vancouver) in March are both 
remarkable men, both for their accomplish-
ments and their ability to impress their au-
diences.  Our Speakers Committee under 
Chairman Norm Leach continues to keep 
us stimulated and well informed.  Thanks 

Norm. 
This Newsletter precedes February 14, Val-
entine’s Day.  Valentine was a very early 
Christian saint who was persecuted and im-
prisoned.  While in prison, according to leg-
end, he healed the seriously ill daughter of 
his jailer.  Prior to his execution he is sup-
posed to have written a letter to the daugh-

ter and signed it “Your Valentine.” 

 

 
 
 
 

COME FOR LUNCH! 
After the meeting enjoy the 

conversation and fellowship at a 
“No Host Lunch” 

at the 
“Local Public Eatery” 
2210 Cornwall Avenue 

 

ROTARIANS' INVESTMENT CLUB 
 

6.00 pm for a 6.30 pm start. 
 

Guest Speaker will be Bruce Macartney CFA, CFP; 
Vice President and Senior Investment Counselor, 

BMO Harris Investment Management. 
 

Topic: An Investment Advisor’s view of the outlook for 
2015 and the challenges and opportuni�es 

it represents. 
 

Probus members and their guests are invited to join us 
for an inspiring evening of ideas, discussion and an 

excellent 3 course dinner including wine 
and gratui�es for $60.00. 

 

Please email/call our President, David Clark 
(dclarkx@gmail.com Tel: 604-224-7817) if you would like 
to a0end by January 28th as we have to advise RVYC as 

to es�mated numbers. We also welcome a new 
member, Bill Caulfield, on this evening. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with regret we announce the passing of  
GORDON JINKS 

on December 10, 2014 
and 

FRANK (ROBBIE) ROBERTSON 
on January 2, 2015. 

Our condolences to their families. 
The Probus Club of Vancouver will make a 
donation to The Organ Transplant Society in 

Gordon’s memory and one in Robbie’s 
memory to The First United Church 

 

We also wish to announce the passing of Bill 
Wallace on January 4, 2015.  Bill was a long 
time member prior to his retirement, and 

served as our treasurer. 

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
PLEASE NOTE THAT I WILL BE AWAY IN MARCH AND 

WILL NOT HAVE ANY CONTACT BY EMAIL 

OR USE OF A COMPUTER. 

ANYBODY WHO HAS ANYTHING TO INCLUDE IN THE 

APRIL NEWSLETTER MUST SUBMIT IT BY EMAIL TO 

ME (peter26@telus.net) AND TO MY ASSISTANTS: 

DAVID PULFREY—dlpulfrey@gmail.com—604-263-6780 

KEITH DAWSON—kdaw@mail.ubc.ca—604-261-7751 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

VANCOUVER CANADIANS BASEBALL GAME 
AT SCOTIA BANK FIELD IN NAT BAILEY STADIUM 

AGAINST THE EUGENE EMERALDS 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2015 

OPEN TO MEMBERS, GUESTS AND FAMILIES 
We have booked seats in the brand new facility called The Porch. Located just beyond the left field fence, The Porch is a 
new covered section at Scotiabank Field, designed for groups who are looking for a fun, laid-back area to enjoy a C's game. 
You will get a never-before-seen vantage point of the Canadians as they fight toward a fourth Championship and enjoy 
some of these exciting benefits: 
• Luxurious, covered seating in “Club style” seats complete with a tray/counter for your food and beverage; 
• Thrilling views from home run territory; 
• Exclusive area, ensuring privacy; 
• Special all-you-can-eat buffet menu with all your ballpark favourites, chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, corn-on-the-cob,                                             

salads, desserts, ice cream, water and pop; 
• Walk-up service bar. 
 

11:30 am: Pick up tickets (the time that the box office opens will be confirmed next month) 
12 noon: Lunch buffet opens  
1:05 pm: PLAY BALL!!  
 

Car pooling is suggested 
For directions to the ballpark, go to www.canadiansbaseball.com, click on “CLUB INFORMATION” and go to “Directions to 

Scotiabank Field”. 

A NEW & EXCITING SPECIAL EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT! 
Tuesday, March 17 at 9:30 am, open to members only, as we are limited to 40 people. 

Your Activities Committee has arranged for guided tours of the Pacific Museum of the Earth and the 

brand new Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Science Building, at UBC. Included in the tour is an  
exhibit, the first of its kind in Canada called the “Omniglobe”, which projects spectacular interactive 
images of planets, real time weather, ocean currents, tsunamis, forest fires, past ice coverage, plate 
tectonics and much more, on a globe. After completing this tour you will be eager to recommend the 

exhibits to friends or grandchildren. 
 
 9:30 Meet for coffee (exact location will be in the March Newsletter). 
10:00 Tours start (there will be 3 separate tours, of The Globe, The Museum and the EOAS building 
Following the tours, those wishing to linger at the facility are welcome to do so or join others for lunch 

at a nearby restaurant. 
 
Registration: At the Activity Desk at the Probus Meetings on February 10th and March 10th 
1. Mail Registra�on form and payment to: Ian Paterson, 5749 Athlone St., Vancouver, BC, V3M 3A1. 

2. Make checks payable to the Probus Club of Vancouver. Please write “Pacific Museum” in the memo sec�on of 

the cheque and make sure your name is on the cheque. 

 

Remember - you will not be registered un�l payment is received. 
 

I plan to a0end: Name____________________________E-Mail___________________________________ 
 

Phone number______________________________ 
 

Check enclosed for___________________________  
 


