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In 2008, PROBUS Vancouver member 
Bob Ross published a book titled The 
Cucumber Tree, about growing up in 
Vancouver in the 1940’s and 50’s. This 
story about his childhood reveals his 
early interest in adventure and 

exploration. He built his own canoe and at the age of 
sixteen survived a week canoeing in the BC wilderness 
beyond the reach of civilization. 
After graduation from UBC in 1963 with a degree in 
Civil Engineering, he spent a couple of years 
wandering around the world. In a time when the far 
side of the planet was not yet crisscrossed by airlines 
nor trampled by tourists, he worked on sheep stations 
in the Australian Outback and on coastal freighters in 
the South China Sea. He hitch-hiked up the Mekong 
River before the War broke out in Viet Nam, before 
most Westerners had even heard of Laos and 
Cambodia. Four times he found himself at gunpoint. 
He was smuggled over the Himalayan passes into 
Kathmandu in the back of a coal truck, and hitch-hiked 
alone up the Khyber Pass into Afghanistan and 
beyond, through Iran and Turkey to Berlin, where he 
worked in 1965 as a schallschutzisolierung helfer 
(soundproofing helper). 
For the next 32 years Bob was employed by the City 
of Vancouver as Streets and Traffic Engineer. After 
getting married and raising two daughters, Bob and his 
wife Sandra have enjoyed many walking and hiking and 
barging holidays together in Europe, and many trips to 
visit their daughters and grandchildren who live in 
Australia and Mexico. Inspired by curiosity and a thirst 
for adventure, Bob has cycled in China and Japan, 
mushed dog-sleds in the Yukon, horse-packed in the 
Chilcotin, toured the Serengeti and hiked the Inca 
Trail to Machu Picchu. 
It is this curiosity and thirst for adventure which 
inspired Bob to visit the Hermit Kingdom of North 
Korea this past September. The escalating insults and 
threats between Donald Trump and Kim Jung Un only 
added to the excitement. In his presentation Bob will 
explore the question of what is real and what is fake 
in North Korea. 

BOB ROSS 

2017 HISTORY BY NORM WEITZEL 
& ROY WILLIAMS 

During 2017, the Probus Club of Vancouver celebrat-
ed its 20th anniversary, the 30th anniversary of Probus 
in Canada and the 150th birthday of Canada. 
Vice-President Hugh Lindsay chaired our first meeting 
in January which featured, Stan Ridley, President of 
West 2012 Energy Management Inc., whose topic was 
“Perspectives on Climate Change and World Energy. 
In February, Michael Kluckner, Artist, Author and 
Historian, told us how heritage, gentrification and 
development was affecting our communities.    
Our Speakers Committee continued to attract a vari-
ety of individuals to speak at our monthly Meetings, 
which included;  Elizabeth May, M.P., leader of the 
Green Party, who told us about her life in parliament; 
Fin Donnelly, Chair of the Riverside Society of B.C., 
featured speaker at the Presidents’ Luncheon in Oc-
tober who highlighted the importance of conserving, 
protecting and restoring the Fraser River and all of 
B.C.’s watersheds and Penny Lyons, Executive Direc-
tor of Seva Canada whose topic was Innovations in 
Global Eye Care. 
As March is considered Probus Month across 
Canada, Probus Vancouver decided to do something 
special to celebrate. The City of Vancouver present-
ed us with a Proclamation declaring March 14th in 
Vancouver to be Probus Day. A brief history of Pro-
bus, with special emphasis on Canadian clubs, pre-
pared by Probus Canada President Bill Sexsmith was 
presented at the meeting. Judith Guichon, Lieutenant 
Governor of B.C. graciously agreed to be our speak-
er and along with her assistant gave us excellent in-
sight into the role and duties of the Governor. The 
meeting concluded with the cutting of a Probus Cana-
da 30th Anniversary birthday cake by the Lieutenant 
Governor. An enjoyable light lunch and cake followed 
in a Space Centre meeting room. 
Our 21st President Hugh Lindsay was inducted at the 
Annual Meeting in September along with Officers and 
Committee Chairmen. Hugh chaired the meeting and 
continued the tradition of starting with a humorous 
story. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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President Hugh Lindsay opened the meeting and welcomed 
the guests present, especially our speaker, Ron Burnett. He 
then told an amusing story about a fictitious Air Canada 
flight. David Smith introduced three new members (see page 
3). Following the presentation to them of their name badges, 
Hugh called on Chris Finch to tell us about some upcoming 
events. Please note that the date of the proposed visit to the 
Audain Art Gallery in Whistler has been changed to June 6.  
Details of all future activities are featured on pages 4 and 5. 
Hugh then asked Raymond Greenwood to thank the greeters 
and cashiers and Don Shumka to introduce our speaker, Dr. 
Ron Burnett. 
Dr. Burnett opened his presentation with a short history of 
Emily Carr which was opened in 1925 by a group of artists 
who desperately wanted to create something unique on the 
West Coast. They soon ran into financial difficulties, so Van-
couver City Council implemented a three cent tax to support 
the school.  
The bulk of his talk centred on the economic, cultural and 
impact of a good idea situated within a creative context. Bur-
nett noted that Vancouver has the best artists in Canada and 
some of the best in the world. While there is a lot going on in 
terms of art and culture in Toronto and Montreal, Vancouver 
has led the way in every stage over the course of the 20th 
century and into the 21st. He stressed the importance of art 
and design to every aspect of life from the clothes we wear, 
the cars we drive, the teacups we drink from, the art on our 
walls and the walls around us. He laments the fact, however, 
that we fail to reconcile the way we live with the objects we 
buy, due to a widespread misunderstanding about our crea-
tive economy and what it produces. Between eight and 12 
percent of the British Columbian economy in British Colum-
bia is creatively based which is larger than natural resources, 
mining and forestry. Despite this, British Columbia is the 
worst funder for artists in Canada. He points out that Van-
couver lacks a multitude of the types of infrastructure we 
need to express who we are to ourselves, our communities 
and the world such as a symphony hall or a new art gallery.  
Why is this the case? Burnett says that political leaders here 
view public spending on creative infrastructure, such as Emi-
ly Carr’s new campus, as a cost as opposed to an invest-
ment. “You don’t go to New York and wander around looking 
at the high-rises,” he said. “You go to the Met, you go to the 
MoMA. You go to the places that constitute the cultural fabric 
of the city that you are visiting.” He cites the example of Que-
bec to explain why we view it as a cost as opposed to an 
investment. He says that a simple series of investments by 
the provincial government could have made British Columbia 
the centre of the American game industry. But that didn’t 
happen. Quebec, on the other hand, invested $800 million in 
the game industry and today it’s producing $7.8 billion a 
year.  
He then spoke about the 400-seat Reliance Theatre at Emily 
Carr which he described as a brilliant example of good archi-
tecture in a bad city for architecture. He said the theatre was 

a fundamental core element of his approach to try and figure 
out how to make the new campus active.  
The university cannot meet the current demand for the new 
theatre which suggests to Burnett that it has a place in Van-
couver as well as a culture and community that wants it. He 
says that while the new campus is beautiful it is, in fact, a 
warehouse which is how and why they were able to build it 
for $122.5 million. He noted that he received many proposals 
for the new university including one from his friend and re-
nowned architect Frank Gehry who offered to do the project 
for free. Burnett declined saying that he couldn’t afford one 
tenth of what Gehry was suggesting which was something 
beautiful but expensive. Something sorely lacking on the 
West Coast. But we need functional buildings that are iconic 
as opposed to iconic buildings that are dysfunctional. How-
ever, he says that it’s not possible to think about the future of 
our community if we don’t collectively shift the ground for it. 
He points to the United Kingdom as an example for how 
things could unfold. When Tony Blair took office in 1997 he 
created a ministry for creative industries which then repre-
sented billions of pounds and 2.5 percent of the British Econ-
omy. Today the creative industries account for 14.8 percent 
of the British economy, 22.5 percent of the Dutch economy 
and 16 percent of the Australian economy.  
In a Canada that figure lies somewhere between 10 and 12 
percent but it’s hard to glean a specific figure as Statistics 
Canada uses a system of affiliation of what constitutes vari-
ous industries that was developed in 1950.  
He says the current system of classification reveals that stat-
isticians don’t understand what the creative economy im-
plies. People in the creative sector are entrepreneurs who 
are very successful in their endeavors, for example people 
such as Emily Carr grads and internationally famous artist 
Geoffrey Farmer who represented Canada at the Venice 
Biennale.  
He says that a policy perspective government presumes a 
direct line between input and output, but he notes that only 
three percent of the population work in a field for which they 
were trained. He says that innovation can’t be manufactured 
but you can create the conditions within which people can 
flourish. 
“This building is very much the creation of the conditions 
within which smart young people can flourish” he says, 
where they can discover more about who they are, discover 
more about what they can be, discover more about their 
community, learn about where they are and then most im-
portantly at the end of the day, feeling empowered enough to 
actually seek some results. If that’s what the outcome of this 
building is I will be very happy.”  
Gerald McGavin thanked Dr. Burnett and presented him the 
customary honorarium. 

For an unabridged version of the above which includes questions and  
answers, go to our PROBUS website at  www.probusvancouver.com, 

click on “Speakers” and then on “Ron Burnett” 

Report of the January 13th Meeting 

Attendance:  165 Members and Guests 
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Our January speaker was Dr. Ron Burnett, 
CM, O.B.C., President & Vice Chancellor, Emi-

ly Carr University of Art + Design who gave a wide ranging 
presentation on Culture, Continuity and Innovation. His 
message was that the graduates of art and design pro-
grams are major contributors to the economy—frequently 
as successful entrepreneurs. He vividly described his chal-
lenges in convincing businesses and governments of the 
validity of his vision, and the seemingly endless process 
that led to the construction of the magnificent new campus 
at 520 East 1st Avenue—near Great Northern Way. The 
public is welcome to visit and enjoy the displays of art by 
students. The presentation led to a lively discussion that 
included Granville Island and the proposed new Vancouver 
Art Gallery building. Donald Shumka introduced Dr. 
Burnett and Gerald McGavin thanked him. 

Our February speaker is Probus member Bob Ross, who 
will talk to us about North Korea—a timely subject at a criti-
cal point in international relations. In March we look for-
ward to hearing from Kevin Desmond, CEO of TransLink 
and in April Dr. Paul Evans, Professor, Institute of Asian 
Research and Liu Institute of Global Affairs at UBC will 
speak on “China and the World”. 
There will soon be a new PROBUS Club in the Lower 
Mainland when Maple Ridge joins the existing eleven 
clubs—three of which are in Vancouver and three on the 
North Shore. I look forward to meeting members from Ma-
ple Ridge and other clubs at the BC PROBUS Club Man-
agement Conference on April 28, 2018.  
PROBUS in Canada is growing steadily. There are now 
242 clubs in Canada with over 34,000 members. World-
wide, there are 28,000 clubs in 154 countries, with well 
over 1.2 million members. You can find information on 

other clubs on the Probus Canada website 

http://www.probus.org/canada.htm 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 

 

Our February 22nd meeting Guest Speaker presentation is by 

 

John Ormiston, Tax Partner with Smythe, LLP,  
and one of our members, 

Phil Webber, taxation, wills & estates lawyer, 
(recently retired) 

on the topic of "Tax & Estate Planning". 
 

All Probus members are invited to attend, but should inform our 
President, Tim Gibbs, by email (timgibbs@hotmail.com) by 

Tuesday February 20th. The meeting starts at 6.00 pm 

with a no-host bar at 5.30 pm at the RVYC. 

for $60.00 (please bring a cheque). 
Our agenda may be obtained from John Sullivan 

(johnws@telus.net). We review our stock portfolio results, and 
have presentations from members for new acquisitions, and 

generally enjoy intelligent discussions around the table 

on the stock market and related ideas. 
John will also be pleased to send you information 

regarding our Club was which started in 1998 

by 33 Probus & Rotary Club members. 

Thanks to our January 
 Member Services Team 

Greeters: Ray Dujardin & Robert Vroom 
Cashiers: David Matheson & Gordon Dungate 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  

The Book Club meets at 9:00 

a.m. on the first Wednesday each month (except 

July and August) at the White Spot, 

Georgia & Cardero. 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  
 

Feb. 7: “The Only Cafe” 
by Lynden MacIntyre  

 

Mar. 7: “Double Cross” 
By Ben Macintyre 

 

For further informa+on contact Ken Yule at 

kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563.  

Welcome New Members 
 
 

BOB NASH 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 

BC HYDRO & REALESTATE CONSULTANT 
 
 

 

MEL ROWLES 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 

 
 

 
NICK BLOM 
LAWYER 
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WALKING TOUR OF FAIRVIEW WITH JOHN ATKIN 
“ Explore Your City’s History and Architecture” 

Meeting point: - The Wicked Café – corner of Hemlock and West 7th Avenue 
Date:  Tuesday, May 15th—9:30 for 10am  

25 MEMBERS ONLY—$25 PER MEMBER 
 

John Atkin is a well known and extremely knowledgeable Vancouver historian, researcher and tour 
guide. Fairview, once planned by the Canadian Pacific Railway as a neighbourhood of grand homes, didn’t 
pan out as the company expected. Sawmills and other industry quickly found a home on the edge of the 
creek and the neighbourhood evolved into a home for workers along the Creek. By the 1970s, the area 
was again changing as condominiums began to appear under a new city zoning. We’ll explore the history 
and development of the area, and find a few heritage houses along the way. 
 

John has given many walking tours for Probus in recent years.  His tours are always popular, so, as this 
tour will be limited to 25 members, we suggest you sign up as soon as possible. 
 

ITINERARY 

9:30 AM – ARRIVE FOR COFFEE 

10:00 AM – WALKING TOUR STARTS 

APROXIMATELY 12:00 NOON - GUIDED TOUR ENDS 

 

LOCATION DETAILS 

We will meet at the Wicked Café (corner of Hemlock and West 7th Avenue) for coffee and muffins. 
 

Arriving by bus 

 

The #16 bus runs down Arbutus, east on West Broadway then north on Granville St. to downtown. 
From Broadway and Granville, it is a two block walk to The Wicked Café. 
 

The #10 bus runs north on Granville St. so get off at West 7th Avenue and walk one block east. 
 

YOU MAY REGISTER: 

At the Activity Desk at the PROBUS meetings on February 13, March 13, April 10 and May 8, with 

cash or cheque. 

Additional information:  David Phillips, email: dph13579h9@shaw.ca 
 

Deadline for Registration: MAY 8th. Cancellation deadline MAY 10th. 
 

MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
 

NOTE	–	YOU	ARE	NOT	REGISTERED	UNTIL	PAYMENT	IS	RECEIVED	
	

I	plan	to	attend:			Name__________________________________	

	

Phone	Number:___________________________________		E-mail:_______________________________________________________	

	

Cheque	enclosed	for:_____________ 

PROBUS Club Of Vancouver  February, 2018 

OTHER ACTIVITIES PLANNED 
 

VSO Concert—Monday,  April 30 
Estelle Jacobson reports that tickets are still available. Details are in the 
December and January Newsletters. Tickets ordered by March 31 will be 
available for pick up at the April meeting. 
 

Ballard Power Systems Plant 
See page 6. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
THE DATE FOR  THIS OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITY 

HAS BEEN CHANGED TO  
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6 
 

IF YOU HAVEN’T VISITED EITHER OF THESE MUSEUMS, NOW IS THE TIME! 
THIS OUTING IS ONLY $120 PER PERSON AND INCLUDES TRANSPORT TO 
WHISTLER AND RETURN IN A DELUXE COACH, COFFEE AND SWEETS EN 
ROUTE,  A WESTCOAST BUFFET LUNCH AND TOUR  AT THE SQUAMISH 

LIL’WAT CULTURAL CENTRE AND A GUIDED TOUR OF THE 
ARCHITECTURALLY RENOWNED AUDAIN ART MUSEUM. 

 

DEPARTURE FROM A CONVENIENT LOCATION WILL BE AT 8 AM 
RETURN IS ESTIMATED AT 5:30 PM  

 

GUESTS ARE WELCOME 

Send your expressions of interest to Richard Earthy, rdearthy@telus.net 
or Chris Finch, cafb@shaw.ca. Once the tour is confirmed you will receive 
an email inviting you to reserve your spot(s) by submitting the registra-
tion of $120/person. (As of January 9, we have 36 interested in going. Our 

goal is to fill the larger 56 passenger coach.) 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

ON THURSDAY,  APRIL 19, A TOUR OF THE 
BALLARD POWER SYSTEMS PLANT IN BURNABY IS 

BEING ORGANISED BY YOUR 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE. 

 

THE COMPANY WEBSITE STATES THAT 
 

“BALLARD IS A LEADING GLOBAL  
PROVIDER OF INNOVATIVE CLEAN 

ENERGY AND FUEL CELL SOLUTIONS” 
 

AT THIS TIME, THIS ACTIVITY IS FOR MEMBERS ONLY. 
 

THE CURRENT PLAN IS TO MEET AT THE PLANT AT 9 AM FOR 
COFFEE, TO BE FOLLOWED BY A PRESENTATION IN THEIR THE-
ATRE, A PLANT TOUR AND A RETURN TO THE THEATRE FOR 

FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS & ANSWERS, 
ALL TO BE FINISHED AROUND NOON. 

THE CHARGE WILL BE $20, ALL INCLUSIVE 
 

CAR POOLING IS RECOMMENDED 
 

A REGISTRATION FORM WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE MARCH 
NEWSLETTER. 

2017 HISTORY BY NORM WEITZEL & ROY WILLIAM 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Our tradition of staging the Presidents` Luncheon at the October meeting continued and once again was 
held at the Arbutus Club. Those attending enjoyed the fellowship, a very good speaker and an excellent 
sandwich and salad lunch.  
Raymond Greenwood, Chairman of the Membership Services Committee introduced the practice of thank-
ing the members who served as greeters and cashiers at each meeting. 
Our Activities Committee provided the following program during the year: A one hour guided tour of the 
Rennie Collection at Wing Sang featuring works of Simon Starling on February 28

th
; On March 21

st
 about 60 

members and guests enjoyed a private tour of the 125 year old Christ Church Cathedral; Specially  priced 
tickets for a VSO Concert on April 1

st
 were made available to members; An opportunity to take a Walking 

Tour of Beaconsfield Heights on May 16
th
, with commentary by John Atkin,  was offered to members; On 

July 13
th
 a large number of members and guests enjoyed ``Much Ado about Nothing`` at Bard on the Beach; 

August 30
th
 featured  a Vancouver Canadians Baseball Game against the Boise Hawks with seating in the 

Porch and an all you can eat buffet; A bus load of members travelled to Everett Washington on October 24th 
for a guided tour of the Boeing Plant.  


