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Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

October, 2014 NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER 

Mar. 9: Danny Catt, Naturalist, 
Photographer, Ecologist and 

World Traveller 

Topic: His photographic  
expedition to the Arctic. 
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DOUGLAS WHITE, B.A., J.D. 

Coast Salish name: Kwulasultun 

Nuu-chah-nulth name: Tliishin 

Métis name: L'om fore de shenn (Michif) / Mistikominâhtik napîw 
(Plains Cree). 
 Doug is a practising lawyer (called to the Bar of British Columbia 
in January, 2008) and negotiator for First Nations across the 
country. He is also: the Chair of the BC First Nations Justice 

Council; Co-Chair of BC’s Provincial Advisory Committee for Indigenous and Spe-
cialized Courts and Related Initiatives; and, Director of the Nanaimo Port Authori-
ty (appointed by the provincial government in July, 2019). 
He is a member, former Chief (2009-2014), and former Councillor (2016-2020) of 
the Snuneymuxw First Nation in Nanaimo, BC. From 2010 to 2013, he was a 
member of the First Nations Summit Task Group and the BC First Nations Lead-
ership Council working on common issues with BC First Nations and advocated 
on their behalf with the governments of British Columbia, Canada and internation-
ally at the United Nations. He was also the Director of the Centre for Pre-

Confederation Treaties and Reconciliation at Vancouver Island University from 
2014-2020. 
 After completing his B.A. in First Nations Studies (with distinction) from Malaspi-
na University-College (now Vancouver Island University), he graduated from the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Victoria in 2006 and was called to the Bar of 
British Columbia in January 2008. He has been granted Distinguished Alumni 
Awards from both Vancouver Island University (2013) and the University of 
Victoria (2015 

Ken Waithman, Chair of the Activities Committee has regrettably 

resigned from the Board of Directors leaving a vacancy for that 

position.  At the present time, there are no activities planed, of 

course. However, it’s certainly hoped that we will be able to 

resume our usual pattern sooner rather than later. With that in 

mind, the committee is still active so if anyone would like to take 

over from Ken, please let any one of the Board of Directors, listed 

to the left on this page, know. You can be sure that you’ll get a lot 

of help from all the directors! 



2 

 

 
 
 
 

 PROBUS Club of Vancouver  February, 2021 

 

 

Jack Zaleski started the Zoom program shortly after 9:30 and 
plenty of friendly banter ensued as members joined the meeting. 
At 10 am, Jack passed the meeting over to President Rich who 
started out with a short story about the difference between 
“completed” and “finished”. After that Rich talked briefly about 
the breakout rooms which followed the presentation. He then 
asked George Adams to introduce our member, Geoff Mynett 
to tell us all about Horace Cooper Wrinch who was a man of 
many skills and a major contributor to Northern BC. At the 
time of his death, the Vancouver Sun described him as "the 
most influential and best-liked man that ever blessed this district 
with his presence." Over the course of his lifetime, Horace be-
came widely respected as a doctor and surgeon, hospital admin-
istrator, medical missionary, Methodist minister, magistrate, 
farmer, community leader, and politician. He also happens to be 
the grand-father-in-law of our presenter, Geoff Mynett, a fellow 
Probus Club member and author. Geoff is an avid believer in 
understanding our histories, and so when he heard of Horace's 
legacy, he decided to dive in deeper and share his findings with 
the world. 
In 1880, Horace left his hometown of Kirby in Essex, England at 
the young age of 14. The farmer's boy headed over to Quebec, 
where he spent twenty years developing his skills in the medical 
field. He also met his wife, Alice Breckon, a teacher, nurse, and 
a fellow missionary. The newlyweds dreamt of heading over to 
China as medical missionaries, but the Boxer Rebellion at the 
time led to a change in plans. In 1990, the couple headed west 
to Hazelton, BC, which had a great need for a doctor at the 
time. 
Hazelton is located at the junction of the Bulkley and Skeena 
Rivers. At the time, the area was only accessible by horse or by 
boat. Supplies such as food, alcohol, and medical equipment also 
needed to be brought up on the river, which was impossible to 
navigate six months out of the year due to the dangerous win-
ter conditions. The community consisted of the early settlers 
and the Gitxsan First Nations Reserve. As through much of the 
province, the relationship between the settlers and the Indige-
nous peoples of the land was complex, with tensions continuing 
to this day. 
Horace and Alice moved into a small house in the nearby town 
of Kispioux, where other Methodists had settled. For two years, 
Horace performed surgeries in the patients' homes, bringing 
along a door to serve as an operating table. In 1904, they moved 
to Hazelton and built their first home. Half of their new home 
would serve as a 22-bed hospital, the only hospital in the 
Northern Interior region of BC at the time.  
Horace served many roles. He was a doctor serving both the 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous community members, the hospi-
tal's medical superintendent and surgeon, and the medical health 
officer for the entire district tasked with managing measles and 
flu outbreaks. As an ordained minister, he held Methodist ser-
vices in the hospital until 1912. Horace also dabbled in mining, 
headed the Red Cross in the region during the war, bought two 
drug stores, and built furniture.  
 
In 1905, Horace opened a nurses' training school. Nurses would 

train at the hospital for three years before moving on to other 
locations. They qualified 3-4 nurses every year right up until the 
Great Depression, which led to the school's closure. For 30 
years, he ran a hospital farm to feed his family and the hospital's 
patients and staff throughout the winter months when they 
couldn't receive deliveries. He experimented with new grains 
and ran a reasonably-sized canning operation, which put patients 
to work while awaiting treatment. Horace also introduced pri-
vate insurance to Hazelton. Folks would pay $1/month in ex-
change for free medical treatment. For every dollar, the hospital 
received 50 cents. This scheme was a significant source of in-
come to keep the hospital running.  
In October 1918, the Spanish Flu arrived on the Skeena River. 
At the time, Horace was the only doctor between Terrace and 
Vanderhoof. As the public health officer, he swiftly sprang into 
action and immediately closed all gathering locations in the re-
gion, including bars, schools, and churches. He set aside beds 
for flu patients and established overflow hospitals, including a 
repurposed railway car. Of the 250 flu cases among the non-
indigenous community, Horace only lost seven patients. 
Horace's quick decisions resulted in a low mortality rate in the 
region. Unfortunately, 43 of the 3000 in the Gitxsan community 
also died due to the Spanish Flu. 
In 1918, Horace was involved in the establishment of the BC 
Hospital Association. He was the Association's second presi-
dent. Over his two terms, he focused on hospital financing and 
public health insurance. Board members were putting up per-
sonal money to keep the hospitals running at the time. In the 
1920s, the Liberal Party asked him to run as a provincial candi-
date. He agreed with the condition that he would not be a party 
politician. He served two terms as an MLA, voting freely. He 
was a progressive politician and during his time supported the 
establishment and completion of UBC, the product marking 
legislation, and the protection of the kingfisher. Horace was a 
key player in setting BC up as a leader in public health care. He 
proposed legislation to support public health care three times. 
Unfortunately, his efforts were unsuccessful due to the opposi-
tion from doctors. Doctors were concerned about the lack of 
administrative machinery available and didn't want the govern-
ment setting their fees. The legislation wouldn't pass until after 
WWII. 
Sadly, Alice passed away from cancer in 1923. There was a tre-
mendous outpouring of sympathy from the community, and the 
grief-stricken First Nations came and played music for her pro-
cession. Horace stayed in Hazelton for another 13 years, before 
retiring from the hospital and moving to Toronto. He remarried 
and moved back west to Vancouver as an Elder at the Canadian 
Memorial Church. He died in Vancouver in 1939. After his 
death, the Hazelton hospital was renamed Wrinch Memorial 
Hospital and continues to bear his name to this day. 
Before moving into the breakout rooms, Rich asked Chris Finch 
to thank our speaker. 

Report of the January 12th Meeting 

Attendance:  80+ Members and Guests 
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THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARY Rotarians' Investment Club 

 

Our Club has been carrying on this past year, having 

enjoyed 3 dinner meetings at RVYC and 4 Zoom 

meetings since last March, although restricted to 12 

members at RVYC and up to 17 members attending our 
monthly Zoom meetings. We have received interest from 
several Probus & Rotary members to attend when things 

get back to “normal”.  
 

Our next Meeting will be held via “Zoom” on January 28th 
(possibly before the Probus Newsletter arrives) 

Our guest speaker will be 

Murray Leith of Odlum Brown 

with a remote presentation by “Zoom” on to our computer 
screens. Our portfolio has rebounded back to the levels at 
the beginning of 2020, and Club members are looking 
forward to making interesting “picks” in these current 
times with the cash we have accumulated recently. 

 

Our Investment Club was formed in April 1998 by 

members of your Probus Club and the 

Rotary Club of Vancouver. 
Information about our Club is available by contacting me. 

 

Keep Smiling & Stay Safe ! 
John Sullivan, 

Membership Chair, Rotary Investment Club 

Email: johnws@telus.net Res: 604-263-4486 

  

on the first Wednesday each month via Zoom. 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  
 

 

February 3—The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson 
March 3—Restoring Democracy in an Age of Populists and Pestilence by 
 Jonathan Manthorpe   
 

 
 

  
 

For further informa�on contact Ken Yule at 
kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563. 

Ken will send out the invita�on to join the mee�ng. 

Welcome to the new year with all our hopes for a 
new normal where we are all immunized and free to 
wander where and with whom we choose. 
Terry Pritchard pointed out that “The problem with 
having an open mind of course is that people will 

insist on coming along and trying to put things in it.” That is the 
objective of our monthly meetings. I think that most of us have 
found room in our minds for the story of the life of Horace 
Wrinch in northern BC in the early 20th century as presented 
by our January speaker Geoff Mynett. A high level of interest 
was reflected in the number of attendees and the follow-up 
questions.  
No doubt, it will also be the case for our February speaker 
Doug White who was recently appointed Queen’s counsel. Mr. 
White  will discuss Indigenous Law in BC and his efforts to cre-
ate a new model of agreement considering aboriginal rights, 
aboriginal title and treaty rights. 
We continue to look for ways to provide alternatives to the 
socialization we miss from the coffee and treat sessions that 
preceded our meetings in the Planetarium. There may be other 
ways to structure the breakout sessions. We have also been in 
contact with other Probus clubs and may be able to incorpo-
rate some of their ideas in the near future. 
I would like to thank Ken Waithman for his contribution as a 
director of the club and chairman of the Activities Committee. 
Ken’s retirement leaves an opening for a new Activities chair-
man. Please give me a call if you would like to discuss this op-
portunity. While the committee is quiet at the moment, we are 
looking forward to resuming soon the usual schedule of eight 
or so activities per year and continuing planning to that end. 
Looking forward to Zooming and meeting before too long. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
The Board of Directors voted to recognize the passing 
of John Hoyle with a donation to The Rotary Club of 

Vancouver Hearing Foundation. 
Thank you, Mel, for your suggestion.

ANOTHER 

SANDSCAPE 

FROM 

HUGH 

CHAUN’S 

CAMERA 

History of the PROBUS Club of Vancouver 
Our club’s website has a written history which is stored on 

the website. The history was begun by Historian Archivist 

Norm Weitzel, who wrote the chapters for 1996 (the year 

the club was proposed) through 2013. Norm was succeeded 

by Roy Williams who continued to add chapters up to 2019. 

Each year the Historian keeps it up-to-date by adding a 

chapter with the story of the past year.  

If you’d like to review the history from 1996 through 2020, 

you can find it under History and Archives on the Members 

tab of the website, which also has copies of all our 

newsletters—with pictures, summaries of speakers’ 

presentations and much more. 
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On her first d 

ay at the Senior Complex, the new manager ad-
dressed all the seniors pointing out some of her 
rules: "The female sleeping quarters will be out-of-
bounds for all males, and the male dormitory to the 
females. Anybody caught breaking this rule will be 
fined $20 the first time. Anybody caught breaking 
this rule the second time will be fined $60. Being 
caught a third time will cost you a fine of $180. Are 
there any questions?" 

THE FEBRUARY FUNNIES PAGE! 
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This Month’s Quote 
"So often in life, things that you regard 

as an impediment turn out to be 

great, good fortune.” 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

A woman in a supermarket is following a grandfather and 

his badly behaved 3-year-old grandson. 

It's obvious to her that he has his hands full with the 

child screaming for candy in the candy aisle, cookies in 

the cookie aisle and for fruit, cereal and soda in the 

other aisles. Meanwhile, Grandpa is working his way 

around, saying in a controlled voice, "Easy William, we 

won't be long . . . easy, boy." 

Another outburst and she hears the grandpa calmly say: 

"It's okay, William, just a couple more minutes and we'll 

be out of here. Hang in there, boy." At the checkout, the 

little terror is throwing items out of the cart and 

Grandpa says again in a controlled voice, "William, 

William, relax buddy, don't get upset. We'll be home in 

five minutes, stay cool, William." 

Very impressed, the woman goes outside where the 

grandfather is loading his groceries and the boy into the 

car. She says to the elderly man, "It's none of my busi-

ness, but you were amazing in there. I don't know how 

you did it. That whole time you kept your composure, and 

no matter how loud and disruptive he got, you just calmly 

kept saying things would be okay. William is very lucky to 

have you as his grandpa." 

"Thanks," said the grandpa, "but I'm William. This little 

shit's name is Kevin. 

A Scotsman was interested in buying a horse from a 
farmer for $250.  
The farmer agreed to deliver the horse the next day. The 
next day, the farmer drove up to Donald's house and said, 
“Sorry son, but I have some bad news, the horse died.” 
Donald replied, “Well, then just give me my money back.” 
The farmer said, “Can't do that. I went and spent it al-
ready.” 
Donald said, “Ok, then, just bring me the dead horse.” 
The farmer asked, “What ya gonna do with him?” 
Donald said, “I'm going to raffle him off.” 
The farmer said, “You can't raffle off a dead horse!” 
Donald said, “Sure I can. Watch me. I just won't tell any-
body he's dead.” 
A month later, the farmer met up with Donald and 
asked, “What happened with that dead horse??” 
Donald said, “I raffled him off. I sold 500 tickets at five 
dollars apiece and made $2,495.” 
The farmer said, “Didn't anyone complain??” 
Donald said, “Just the guy who won. So I gave him his 
money back and that’s where the five dollars went.”  

AT LAST, HE’S GONE AND HOPEFULLY SOON FORGOTTEN! 


