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NEWSLETTER
PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER

PO Box 74539, KITSILANO, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4P4

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities

February, 2023

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 14 at 9:00
am at The HR MacMillan Space Centre

NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER
Mar 14: Capt. Shri Madiwal—Marine
Operations & Harbour Master,
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority

Speaker: Derek Matthews—Chair of the
Vancouver Avian Research Centre

Topic: “The state of the World’s Birds and
What You Can Do To Help”

2 9 billion

blrds gone since 1970

Topic: “The Port of Vancouver—
Canada’s Pacific Gateway”

“The birds of the world are in
serious trouble and
common species are in
¥ decline around the globe with
d 1in 8 of the world’s birds
threatened with
extinction.”
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DEREK MATTHEWS

Derek was born in Hertfordshire, north of London, England and developed a very
early interest in birds, joining a local bird ringing group as a young teenager.

A passionate ornithologist, avian researcher and conservationist, Derek is the Chair
of the Vancouver Avian Research Centre, a Master bird bander (a Master Bander is
an individual licensed by Environment Canada to capture and band wild birds) and
an NABC (North American Banding Council) Certified Trainer.

With his wife Carol, Derek has traveled extensively, birding throughout the world in
over 85 countries. They have a life list of over 5,500 species and have developed
World Bird Traveler (https://worldbirdtraveler.com/who-we-are/) as a resource to
help birders plan trips.

Derek also leads field trips and bird tours and hosts Bird Monitoring and Banding
and Bird Identification workshops. He enjoys sharing his knowledge and enthusi-
asm for birds and the environment with others, and this can be seen from the many
testimonials from participants in the workshops he teaches. He is also known as an
entertaining educator and charismatic speaker who addresses groups across the
country on issues relating to birds and the environment.

JACKETS, JACKETS, JACKETS
IF YOU ATTEND A PROBUS MEETING AT THE SPACE CENTRE, HERE IS
ANOTHER REMINDER TO CHECK THAT THE JACKET YOU ARE LEAVING WITH

IS THE JACKET THAT YOU CAME WITH. THERE IS A MAJORITY OF BLACK
JACKETS HANGING UP AND IT IS VERY EASY TO ACCIDENTALLY PICK UP THE
WRONG ONE. THINK OF SUITCASES ON THE CAROUSEL AT THE AIRPORT!
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Report of the January 10th Meeting

Attendance: approximately 95 Members and Guests

Our President, Peter Scott, started the formal meeting at 10
sharp with the customary welcome and humorous story.
With no new member introductions, he asked Peter Delaney
to introduce our speaker, Arno Kopecky.

As an environmental journalist, Arno Kopecky presented to
the PROBUS Club with a mission to help members see the
current challenges of the day through an ecological lens and
understand how we got to where we are.

We live in a time of profound cognitive dissonance. For
thousands of years, generations have been defined by their
fight against tyranny. When the Soviet Union collapsed, that
constant resistance fell away. Freedom had seemingly won,
and people embraced it with open arms. This freedom came
with democracy, human rights, worker's rights, and techno-
logical innovations our ancestors could only dream of. The
middle class flourished in the second half of the 20 century.
Freed from dictatorships, Latin American and Asian coun-
tries relatively recently plagued by war, famine, and genocide
are also seeing their middle classes thriving. In so many ways,
we are living in the best of times, but in the same moment,
the natural world around us is crumbling.

All this freedom and prosperity comes hand-in-hand with the
over-exploitation of the natural world. Climate change start-
ed as a bipartisan issue. George Bush Senior even ran on the
promise to replace the greenhouse effect with the White
House effect. However, after the collapse of the Soviet Un-
ion, climate change fell out of the mainstream and settled
into a niche issue. It was hard to feel nervous about the cli-
mate when so much of the world was finally experiencing
prosperity. Freedom came under threat again with the Sep-
tember | Ith attacks, and the climate crisis took another step
out of the spotlight. But of course, just because climate
change wasn't in the headlines anymore, it didn't simply go
away.

Once a problem for the Arctic and faraway corners of the
world, in recent years British Columbians have directly felt
the effects of climate change. It's easy, though, to disregard
these heat domes, forest fires, and atmospheric rivers as
temporary inconveniences when you look outside on an av-
erage day like today and see so many people enjoying their
lives. Our collective reaction has been very chaotic. To grap-
ple with this cognitive dissonance, many have turned to
denying climate change outright. This delusion that the cli-
mate crisis is a hoax or overblown is soothing and, there-
fore, incredibly powerful, now taking over the entire Con-
servative movement as a major policy plank. No one wants
to stop living with the conveniences and growth of the last
century. No one wants to accept that there are limits to hu-
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man consumption, and so it's easier to relegate any effort of
environmental regulation as an assault on freedom and pros-
perity. Under its own force, this denial has spread beyond
the environment to other areas, ironically reversing some of
the social progress that makes this such a great time to be
alive. The cultural pandemonium of this moment in history is
rooted in ecological collapse.

So beyond believing that climate change is real, we have to
do something about it. Today's urgent challenges and anxie-
ties, like inflation, housing prices, healthcare, the pandemic
and the war in Ukraine may feel unrelated but are entwined
with the environmental crisis. For example, much of the in-
flation in North America is directly caused by the increased
cost of oil from the Ukraine-Russia war. If Europe had more
clean energy sources, Russia wouldn't have this power over
the world right now. Countries don't go to war over wind
or sun, so clean, sustainable energy can help keep the peace
and reduce costs of living.

Of course, there are trade-offs to some of these solutions.
For a BC-based example, in order to protect the minimal
amount of old growth forest left in the province, the govern-
ment could ban their logging. However, doing so would vio-
late their commitment to honour First Nations sovereignty.
Where is the right balance between taking climate action,
supporting workers, and committing to reconciliation? It's so
important that we acknowledge the importance of the social
gains we've made and understand the trade-offs that might
need to be made to find viable and sustainable long-term so-
lutions. Many people have dedicated their lives to these con-
versations. Alas, we can't all be climate activists, knowledge
keepers, policymakers, or climate scientists. So, what can we
do as individual actors to address the climate emergency?
We need to stay informed and continue to engage in climate
conversations, resisting denial even if it's the easier path
sometimes. We can also elect politicians with informed cli-
mate policies and spend our money on more sustainable op-
tions. Our words, votes, dollars, and everyday decisions can
make a difference.

Carl Bartone thanked Arno and presented him with the cus-
tomary honorarium.

Recommended Reading: The Environmentalist's Dilemma

Unfortunately, there was a problem with our voice
recorder and we were unable to capture the questions
and answers.
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Rotarians' Investment Club

The Rotarian's Investment Club rang in
the New Year with yet another great meeting.

We had a great talk from Megan Sewell, “Staying
Afloat for Four Generations; how to Change in order
to Stay the Same.” We reviewed our Watchdog re-
port and debated about whether or not we should sell

some of our holdings. We heard about Loblaws,

Allied Property REIT and Whitecap.

Our next meeting of the Rotarian’s Investment Club is
going to be on February 23, 2023 at 6 pm at the Royal
Vancouver Yacht Club. We will be presenting some
stocks for our members to vote on whether or not
we want to invest in them.

Our meetings are held monthly at 6:00 pm on the last
Thursday of the month, and last for about 3 hours. If
you would like to join us for our next meeting or any
meeting thereafter, please RSVP by emailing me.
Gabby Dickert, Vice President
gabrielledickert@gmail.com—778-668-936 |

PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB &
The next meeting of the Book Club will be at | ==

9:00 am on Wednesday, February 1, in

The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 5700 Larch Street
(at 41st Avenue)
Books we will discuss are:

Feb 1 Principles for Dealing with the Changing World
Order by Ray Dalio

&

—

Mar 1 The Company: The Rise and Fall of the
Hudson’s Bay Empire by Stephen Bown

A list of books read since the Club began in 2008 may be

found on the Club website by clicking the “Book Club” link.

For further information contact Ken Yule at
kjygc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563.

THE PARKING PROBLEM
The parking problem at our January meeting

was entirely the fault of the parking company,
EasyPark. They neglected to notify us that they
would need our meeting dates for 2023 to re-

new the arrangement that we had last year.
However, | can’t help asking what is so difficult
to grasp about the 2nd Tuesday of every month!
The situation will be resolved by February 14.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We managed to get through the severe win-
ter weather conditions that we experienced
right around Christmas. Hopefully none of
our members ended up stranded in various

their holiday destinations or of returning home. Let’s hope
that the two snow storms in December will be the end of
it for this winter; which segues nicely into this! Now is the
time that many of our members will be escaping winter
completely and heading off to find the sun. | wish all of our
snowbirds, be your time away just a few short weeks or a
few long months, safe travels and good health. We will
look forward to seeing you back at our meetings.

Each year, the Club’s Historian/Archivist, currently
Hugh Lindsay, updates the Club’s history since its
inception in 1996. Thank you, Hugh for doing that.
To read the entire history of our club, click here.
Then click on “Allow” and/or “Yes” if asked.

Our speaker in February, Arno Kopecky, provided us with
a great deal to think about and some of you may have
found his presentation somewhat controversial.

As I’'m sure you all realise, since the start of the pandemic,
our membership and our attendance at meetings has de-
clined significantly. Our membership is approximately 150
short of our target maximum of 400 members. We are
not alone in this as nearly all of the PROBUS Clubs in Can-
ada, as well as most of the Service Clubs, are experiencing
the same thing. | really want to stress that if you know
someone who you think would make a perfect PROBUS
member, talk to them, direct them to our website and see
if they would be interested in joining us. For an annual
dues fee of $60.00, our members get the opportunity to
attend |2 meetings with outstanding speakers. At || of
those meetings, they can enjoy a cup or two of coffee as
well as some Timbits, the value of which alone covers the
annual dues! The 12" meeting is our Past Presidents’
Luncheon where there are no Timbits but for a small addi-
tional cost, they will enjoy an excellent lunch at The Arbu-
tus Club. | call that a pretty good deal!

Someone who shall remain nameless forgot to bring the
draw prize of a set of 4 beautiful whisky glasses etched with
the PROBUS logo. Rest assured that he will bring them on
February 14, our next meeting, when we will find out eve-
rything there is to know about why the world’s bird popu-
lation is decreasing alarmingly. This is also Valentine’s Day
so if you intend to deliver Breakfast in Bed to your be-
loved, make sure you deliver it in time to be at our meet-
ing!

Peter Scott—President
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DURING THESE STRANGE TIMES WE

NEED TO REMEMBERTO LAUGH!

Py One of the greatest of the many late night TV hosts was
g & M Johnny Carson and on August 27, 1987, one of his guests was
o B Bobby Hackett. Click on this link to watch the comedian tell
Johnny three jokes that have the entire audience rolling!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw4HT5g7ig
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Thanks to Rick Goehring for
contributing these posters.
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