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THE HONOURABLE CHIEF JUSTICE CHRISTOPHER HINKSON 

The Honourable Chief Justice Christopher E. Hinkson was 
born in Vancouver British Columbia. He is a graduate 
from the University of British Columbia (1973) and was 
called to both the bar of British Columbia (1976) and the 
Yukon Territory (1978). He was partner at Harper Grey 
from 1979-2007, and was appointed Queen’s Council in 
1991. He was appointed to the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia in 2007; and later the British Columbia Court of 
Appeal in 2010. In 2013 he was appointed Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of British Columbia. 
 
Other professional activities include: Adjunct Professor, 

Faculty of Law, University of British Columbia (1983-1988), Member, Educa-
tion Committee, Law Society of British Columbia (1985-1988), President, 
Vancouver Bar Association (1986-1987), Member, Insurance Committee, 
Law Society of British Columbia, 1988-1991, Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Faculty of Medicine, University of British Columbia (1989-1998), Member, 
Ethics Committee of the Law Society of British Columbia (1996-1997), Fel-
low of the American College of Trial Lawyers (inducted to the College in 
1997), Lecturer, Continuing Legal Education Society and Continuing Medical 
Education, Group Leader, Inns of Court. 

 The Obituaries Committee 

 

At the August Board Meeting, it was observed that, with the loss of some 
of our older members, we weren’t finding out about the death of one of our 
members. At a subsequent meeting, it was decided that a sub-committee 
of the Member Services & House Committee should be formed with Brian 

Maunder as chairman. The other members of the committee are Hugh 
Lindsay, George Adams, Roy Williams and Raymond Greenwood. Contact 
information for them can be found on the Member’s Roster on the club’s 

website. All of our members are encouraged, upon hearing of the passing 
of a fellow member, to notify any or all of the members of this committee. 
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President Hugh Chaun opened the meeting, welcomed the 
members and guests present, especially our speaker, Rick 
Antonson.  One new member was introduced by David 
Smith (see Welcome Our New Member on page 3).  Ray-
mond Greenwood thanked his Greeters and Cashiers.  Ray-
mond also introduced Rick Antonson. 
Rick started his presentation by thanking PROBUS for hav-
ing him back, remembering that his last presentation was 
before he retired. His new career as an author, he said, is a 
job that requires him to go to work (at home) each day and 
write! He quoted several well-known authors advice to 
would be writers, including Ernest Hemingway, whose ad-
vice was to write drunk and edit sober! 
So how it was that he came to walk the Kokoda Trail? He 
told us about his companion on that adventure who was his 
neighbour, Glen, nickname Monk.  At this time, Rick was 
splitting his time between Vancouver and Northern Austral-
ia, where his wife was the General Manager of the Cairns 
International Airport.  They had just moved into a new house 
and Rick was there helping with the move in.  They invited 
Monk and his family over for dinner, during which, Monk told 
Rick that his father had fought on Kokoda with the Australi-
an Forces during World War 2.  When Monk was 11 years 
old, his father went out for some milk and a newspaper and 
never came back—he hadn’t died, he had simply aban-
doned his family. 
As the evening was drawing to a close, Monk told Rick that 
he was planning to hike The Kokoda Trail.  Rick innocently 
asked where that was, which was when he first heard about 
the Kokoda Campaign and the horrors of those battles for 
control of Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea, between the 
Japanese and the Allied Forces, mainly Australian, from 
July to November, 1942.  Monk and his family had travelled 
all around the South Pacific and when Rick described some 
of his travel adventures, most recently climbing to the sum-
mit of Mount Ararat, Monk suggested that he join him. The 
Kokoda Track or Trail is a single-file footpath that runs 96 
kilometers overland through the Owen Stanley Range in 
Papua New Guinea; Rick described it as doing the Grouse 
Grind, up and down, 3 to 4 times per day for 5 or 6 days in a 
row.  This is not an easy walk!  One year, 4 people died on 
the trail, 2 within one week. He and Monk went to PNG to 
train for the trek. 
Rick then showed a series of slides showing the location of 
the island of New Guinea, the 2nd largest island in the 
world, in relation to Cairns, Japan, Korea etc.  Another slide 
showed the division of the island between Indonesia and 
Papua New Guinea. The 3rd slide showed the route of the 
Kokoda Trail with all its twists and turns and the fourth 
showed the changes in altitude, from a low of a bit less than 
400 meters to a high of 2,490 (8,169 feet).  He explained 
that, as tough as it was for them, carrying their 15 to 20 lb 
backpacks, it was nothing compared to the conditions for 
the soldiers fighting the battle with 60 lb packs and weapons 
to carry, all while being shot at.  At the same time as the 
Kokoda Campaign, the Battle of Guadalcanal was being 
fought from June of ’42 into early ’43, with the US Marines. 
General Macarthur described Kokoda as the worst fighting 
conditions anywhere in WW2.  He called it Green Hell and it 

was a miracle that the Australian forces came out victorious. 
The Battle of the Coral Sea was where the Japanese came 
down to take control of Port Moresby.  They lost this battle, 
against Australian and American forces but they still wanted 
Port Moresby.  They didn’t have as good information as they 
should have had and so decided to go overland on the Ko-
koda Trail. They landed on the Northern Beaches with hun-
dreds of horses, some thought that they could drive, some 
actually thinking they were in Australia, which the Japanese 
had their eye on. Most of the Australian troops at this time, 
were in Northern Africa or Europe. Those on the island were 
woefully inadequately equipped, with World War 1 rifles and 
non-camouflaged uniforms. So what happened was that the 
Japanese landed and pushed back the Aussies and kept 
pushing until they were close enough to see the lights of 
Port Moresby. However, the same Japanese Commandant 
was overseeing Kokoda and Guadalcanal, and he shifted 
resources – the backup that was supposed to go and help 
on Kokoda were sent to the Guadalcanal which he thought 
would be a quick fix. What happened next was that the Jap-
anese advance, stopped.  The story is that the Japanese 
language doesn’t have a word for “retreat” so the command 
was to “advance to the rear”! As they retreated, they were 
followed, pushed and pursued by Australian troops who 
were reinforced with men, arms and food arriving in Port 
Moresby, which they still controlled. On the other hand, the 
Japanese were weakened, their supplies were running out, 
their food resources were depleted and they had been 
marching, marching, marching.  
In the end, the Japanese were trapped and while many of 
their troops were evacuated, many were not and didn’t sur-
vive.  Rick told the story of Kokichi Nishimura, called The 
Bone Man of Kokoda, who had fought on the Kokoda Trail. 
He was one of those evacuated and in 1945, when he mar-
ried, he signed a note with his father-in-law that one day he 
would return to Kokoda to find his mates. So, in 1980, 
armed with a metal detector, he returned and with help from 
the local Papuans, he did whatever he could to find a belt 
buckle, a badge or a ring to identify his fallen comrades. He 
gathered bones and he did what he could to give them a 
respectful memorial. If he was able to identify the individual 
soldier, he took back whatever belonged to them and re-
turned it to the family. He had found literally hundreds of his 
fallen comrades. Later in his life, he became a prominent 
businessman, developing, among other things, a rotary en-
gine for motor vehicles, now used by Mazda. Rick conclud-
ed his presentation by giving a general description of the 
day-to-day activities as the group made their way along the 
trail. There were many emotional times for Rick as he 
thought about all the men whose lives were lost and their 
families at home. He described it as “not a happy journey 
but definitely a fascinating one. 
Following the question and answer period, Jerry Lampert 
thanked Rick and presented him with the customary 
honorarium..  

Report of the December 10th Meeting 

Attendance:  180 Members and Guests 
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Greetings everyone! Below was a view on Christ-
mas Eve overlooking Kalamalca Lake in the Okana-
gan, a silent night, dry and crisp. It was perfect 
weather to fly back to Vancouver the next morning, 
on Boxing Day. We hope that all of you had a great 
Christ- mas. 

    With the advent of a New Year, Pro-
bus turns another page and, unbelievably, 
heading to another decade. We trust 
that you have enjoyed most, if not all, of 
our activities. Our man- agement team are 
always glad to have your input. I also 
wish to remind you to take advantage of inviting a guest to attend 
any of our monthly meetings without paying the traditional guest 
fee, an offer which we are continuing for the next three months. 
Better still, we would like to encourage your guest to consider 
joining our club. 
 Last month, Rick Antonson presented an interesting talk 
on “Walking with Ghosts in Papua New Guinea”. He recalled 
the earlier battles between the Japanese and the Allies (notably the 
Americans and Australians) in the Pacific during the Second World 
War. I was reminded of conversations I had with former Far East 
prisoners of war who were our patients when I worked in the 
Tropical Disease Unit at Queen Mary Hospital in Roehampton, 
London, in the early 1960s. Many suffered from severe effects of 
malnutrition, liver disease and chronic intestinal parasitic infections. 
 At each of our monthly meetings, a member of our Mem-
bership Committee diligently records the number of attendees in 
the auditorium. There was a story that on one occasion, a former 
British politician and writer said, “I asked your chairperson for de-
tails of the people I would be speaking to today - numbers, broken 
down by age and sex - and he replied “Yes, they are…’.” 
 Wishing you all a very . . .   

THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARY 
Rotarians' Investment Club 

Our next Meeting is on Thursday January 23rd, 2020, at 
the RVYC at 3811 Point Grey Road, commencing at 6.30 

pm sharp, with a no-host bar at 6.00 pm. 
 

Please note that for this month only, it is not our usual 
last Thursday of the month. 

  

Requests to attend are welcome from Probus Members 
who are open to the prospect of joining our Club, by 
contacting our President, Richard Higgins, by email at   
bravo@shaw.ca (or 604-733-9861 (but please – not by  

texting) by Tuesday, January 21st, as we must give RVYC 
the exact head count as we get charged for "no-shows". 

Please bring a cheque for $75.00 for the excellent 3 course 
dinner including dinner wine etc. 

  

Our Guest Speaker will be Barry Zemlak,  President & 
Managing Director of Intelletic Trading Systems Cana-
da Inc., a developer of a leading edge artificial intelli-
gence platform that predicts & trades & financial mar-
kets on a fully autonomous basis. It is a private, Chica-

go based start-up tech company with shareholders 
across North America. Please check their website for 
detailed information  www.Intelletic.com which is an 
unusual investment opportunity for sophisticated in-
vestors; or email me for a link to a one page summary 

of the opportunity. 

 

2020 should be an interesting year in the Stock Market, 
with many factors affecting the market, such as Brexit, the 

US Elections, Climate Change, and the Hong Kong 

fight for autonomy! 
 

Please contact me for information about our Investment 
Club which was formed in April 1998 by members of your 

Probus Club and the Rotary Club of Vancouver. 
 

John Sullivan, Membership Chair, R.I.C. 
Tel: Office: D.L: 604-714-4773 Res: 604-263-4486 

 johnws@telus.net  

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the first 

Wednesday each month (except July and August) at the 

White Spot, Georgia & Cardero. 
Upcoming books we will discuss:  

 

January 8—Destined for War: Can America and China Escape 

        Thucydides’s Trap? By Graham Allison 
 

February 5—A Better Man by Louise Penny  
 

  
 

For further informa-on contact Ken Yule at kjyqc@shaw.ca or 
604-266-4563.  

Thanks to our December 
Member Services Team 

Cashiers—Hugh Robinson & Geoff Burgess 
Greeters—Ken Waithman & Billy Ellis 

Welcome Our New Member 
 
 
 

Stephen Silbernagel 
Lawyer 
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VANCOUVER  SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

 

FEBRUARY 14 - Friday 8 pm - For every Beatle’s Fan - Perfect Valentine’s Date 

Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band live with full band and orchestra, performed exactly as it 
was originally recorded, the first Rock LP to win a Grammy .  Hear the complete album live the way it 
was meant to be with the original symphonic treatment. 
Purchase no later than January 24.   Purchase early, expected to “sell out”! 
 

 

 

MARCH 13 – Friday 8 pm – The Beethoven Experience – Otto Tausk conducting  
Symphony No. 6 Pastorale which is Beethoven’s portrait of nature, and the breathtaking  
Piano Concert No. 4      Purchase no later than February 21 
 

 

 

A  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pmA  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pmA  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pmA  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pm    
APRIL 30 – Thursday 5:30 pm – Join the VSO for happy hour in the Orpheum at 5:30 pm  
a shorter format of two compositions instead of three and no intermission.   
General admission Concert at 6:30 pm hosted and introduced by the conductor in a casual atmos-
phere.  Then mix and mingle with VSO musicians after the performance, 
Bernstein On the Town:  Three dance episodes 

GERSHWIN Porgy & Bess    Purchase no later than Mar 27 
 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone # _______________________  Email _____________________________________ 

 

$55 formerly $95 

Sgt. Pepper – Seating preference – Orchestra ____ Balcony____ # of seats____ 

 

$55 formerly $95 

Beethoven – Seating Preference – Orchestra____ Balcony____ # of seats____ 

 

$23.75 formerly $28.75 

Unique Experience – General Admission - Seating orchestra level only    # of seats_____ 

 

 

WHICH PROBUS CLUB?  Men’s____   Women’s____   Mixed____ 

 

Cheques only accepted - made out to the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 

 

Mail to: 
Estelle Jacobson, 1192 Nanton Avenue, Vancouver, V6H 2C5    Phone 604-259-1091 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  January, 2020 
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