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Next Meeting: July 9th, 2013 

Time:   9:30 am 

Location:  H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and  

        Space Centre, Lower Level  

Speaker:  Andre Gerolymatos 

Topic:   “Turkey, Iran & Israel: The Future of 

the Middle East”  

NEWSLETTER 

PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
5846 Angus Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3N8, Phone and Fax 604-261-6818 

Clubs for retired and semi-retired professional and business persons, former executives and others 

www.probusvancouver.com       July 2013 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday, September17th—Tour of  
Molson Coors Brewery 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 

August 13th —  Ronald W. Thiessen  

 Topic: Mining  

September 10
th

 – Dr. John Webb 

Topic- Pioneering Cardiac Surgery 

Dr. Andre Geroly-
matos is a Profes-
sor of History, 
Chair of Hellenic 
Studies, and Di-
rector of the Stav-
ros Niarchos 
Foundation Centre 
for Hellenic Stud-
ies at Simon Fra-
ser University. He 
received his M.A. 
in Classics in 1982 

and his PhD in History in 1991 from McGill 
University and is a Concurrent Professor 
at History College of Nankai University, 
China. He has received numerous awards 
and fellowships including, most recently, 
the Hellenic Republic’s Order of the Phoe-
nix in recognition of his contributions to 
Greek culture, the HRH Queen Elizabeth’s 
Diamond Jubilee Medal acknowledging 
his important contributions in his service 
to Canada, the Simon Fraser University 
President’s Award for Service to the Uni-
versity through Public Affairs and Media 
Relations, and the BC Sugar Achievement 
Award (SFU) for activities that have 
brought international recognition to Simon 

Fraser University. He has published a 
number of books including Castles Made 
of Sand: A Century of Anglo-American 
Espionage, Black Ops, and Intervention in 
the Middle East, St. Martins Press, New 
York. November 2010; Red Acropolis, 
Black Terror: The Greek Civil War and the 
Origins of Soviet-American Rivalry, New 
York: Basic Books, 2004; The Balkan 
Wars: Conquest, Revolution and Retribu-
tion from the Ottoman Era to the Twenti-
eth Century andBeyond , New York: Basic 
Books, 2002; Espionage and Treason: A 
Study of the Proxenia in Political and Mili-
tary Intelligence Gathering in Classical 
Greece, Amsterdam: J.C. Gieben Publish-
ers, 1986; Guerrilla Warfare and Espio-
nage in Greece 1940-1944, New York: 
Pella Publishing Company,1992 and has 
edited several volumes and written nu-
merous refereed articles. He regularly 
contributes to The National Herald, The 
Globe and Mail, The Vancouver Sun and 
other newspapers on topics of national 
security, Greek, Balkan and Middle East-
ern politics, and military affairs. 

 
 

 ANDRE GEROLYMATOS Professor of History, SFU  
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Report of the June  11th Meeting 
Attendance:   188 Members and Guests 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

President Wayne Audette called the meeting to or-
der at 10:00 am, welcoming in particular, guest 
speaker Peter G, Bernard, QC , whose impressive 
biography appears in the June newsletter.  John 
Gemmill acted as Secretary. 

Orrin Webber introduced three new members (see 
“Welcome New Members”). 

 Past President George Adams introduced our 
speaker, Peter Bernard who gave us an insightful 
look into the changes in marine tanker safety since 
its inception in the 1860’s and its first, very small 
tankers carrying just 242 long tons to the Very 
Large and Ultra Large, Crude Carriers which 
started to appear in the 1970’s. The largest of these 
supertankers was the “Seawise Giant” at 564,000 
DWT with a length of 1,250 feet. 

Many of the changes came about through various 
occurrences.  By the time of WWII, average tanker 
size had grown to around 16,500 DWT.  During the 
1940’s, the UN established the International Mari-
time Organization and in 1948, the Inter-
Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
(IMCO), which was responsible for ship safety, en-
vironmental, legal, security and technical co-
operation. 

In 1956, the closure of the Suez Canal made it nec-
essary for tankers to navigate around the Cape of 
Good Hope, requiring still larger vessels.  When the 
Torrey Canyon hit a reef off the coast of Cornwall in 
1967 and spilled 32 million gallons of oil, it left total 
costs of some $33 million, which were made man-
ageable with the insurance proceeds. 

On March 24, 1989, The Exxon Valdez incident 
occurred.  This vessel had a single bottom hull, 
crew training and management were deemed to be 
deficient, the navigation equipment was less effec-
tive than is today’s and there was no pilot on board 
at the time of the incident.  All of these deficiencies 
have since been rectified.  Today’s vessels are all 
double-hulled, inspections are made by Port State 

control inspectors, not at the ship’s home state, 
navigation equipment is much improved with better 
radar, GPS and communications systems, pilots 
(one or two) remain on board longer and standards 
of training of crew and management is continually 
discussed and improved throughout the shipping 
industry. 

Throughout the intervening years, many Interna-
tional Conventions and Agreements were reached, 
covering such diverse areas as: Pollution (oil, nox-
ious liquids, sewage, garbage and air), Safety of 
persons at sea, responsibility for construction and 
maintenance standards, and Flag state regulations 
and inspections.  Regulations have been estab-
lished to define shipping and crossing, steerage, 
sailing rules, lights and sound signals.  Canadian 
Legislation covers the Canada Shipping Act, Fish-
eries Act, Migratory Birds Convention Act, Cana-
dian Environmental Protection Act and the Arctic 
Waters Pollution Prevention Act. 

Peter went on to describe the various defences 
available under the Civil Liability Regime: Marine 
Liability Act, such as: Acts of War, Civil insurrection 
and Act of a Third Party with Intent to Cause Dam-
age.  He concluded his remarks with the following 
statistics on large oil spills, greater than 700 tons: 

1970-79 – 24.6 spills per year on average 

1980-89 – 9.3 spills per year on average 

1990-99 – 7.8 spills per year on average 

2000-09 – 3.3 spills per year on average 

2010-12 – 1.7 spills per year on average 

The number of medium sized (7 -700 tonnes) spills 
per decade from 1970 to 2012 diminished from ap-
proximately 550 in the 1970s to less than 20 in the 
2010s.  The number of large (more than 700 ton-
nes ) spills diminished from approximately 240 in 
the 1970s to approximately 5 in the 2010s. 

Richard Landahl thanked the speaker. 

 

NOTE: For those interested members, the Minutes 
of the Meeting (Including a complete compendium 
of all the different acts, agreements and conven-
tions) has been posted on the website. 
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Your Management Committee met 
last month.  Highlights: 

 Our financial position re-
mains healthy, with a projected 
bank balance of some $24,000 at 
fiscal year end.  Treasurer Rich 
Carson presented an operating 
budget for 2013/14 with a recom-
mendation to reduce the annual 

membership fee from $70 to $60.  That would 
leave us with a projected bank balance of ap-
proximately $20,000 by July, 2014.  The budget, 
and the related fee reduction, was approved. 

 The annual Presidents’ Luncheon will be held on 
Tuesday October 8, 2013 at the Marine Drive 
Golf Club.  Spouse and guest are welcome to 
attend, and advance registration is required.  
The cost has been fixed at $50 per person, in-
cluding a plated lunch and your choice of steak 
or chicken.  Our special guest speaker will be 
Andrew Petter, Q.C., President and Vice Chan-
cellor of Simon Fraser University and Professor 
in the School of Public Policy. 

 Immediate Past President Don Newman pre-
sented the Nominating Committee report and 
recommendations for 2013/14.  Names and posi-
tions will be included in next month’s Newsletter. 

 The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 in conjunction 
with our regular monthly meeting at the Space 
Centre. 

I would like to acknowledge fellow member Mark Cullen 
as one of the most prolific producers in our Speakers 
Committee.  Mark has arranged for two of our speakers 
thus far in 2013, and still to come are another four ex-
ceptional presenters in August, September, November 
and December. 

Once again, please introduce yourself if we happen to 
meet as strangers in the hallways of the auditorium at 
any future meeting. 

 

 

 Please remember to pay 

 your $5 parking fee! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME FOR LUNCH! 
After the meeting enjoy the con-

versation and fellowship at a “No 

Host Lunch” at the “Local Public 

Eatery”  - 2210 Cornwall Avenue 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
It is with regret we announce the passing of Bill 
Hill on April 4th and Dick Matthews on May 6th, 
2013.  Our condolences to their families. Dona-
tions will be made in their memory by Probus to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

WELCOME 

 NEW MEMBERS  
 

Len Boyko—Educator 
Ian Carmichael – Civil Engineer/Venture funds 

Jim Matkin - Lawyer 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 

TEAM 
 

Greeters –  Peter Cook, Douglas Jones 

Cashiers—Martin Christy, Bill Cheb 

Past President Greeter –  Roy Williams 

Member Services Desk –  Tony Weall  

 

http://www.yelp.ca/biz_photos/local-public-eatery-vancouver?select=nnhfDTSlVZ8C575cI0EelQ
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TOUR of MOLSON COORS BREWERY 

WESTERN CANADA’S LARGEST BREWERY 

1500 BURRARD ST. 
Tuesday September 17th    1pm to 3pm 

Members Only—$35 Per Person  

Limited to 36 Members 

NOTE YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED! 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER SEPTEMBER 10TH 

MEETING PLACE: 1 pm BURRARD AND FIRST AVENUE – Use First Avenue Entrance – enter via 
the gate across from the Security Guard Shack – meet at the White Tent.  

Recommend you arrive by public transportation; parking will be available in Molson Parking Lot – just 
off 1St Avenue – east of Burrard ST. – black gate will automatically open. Park and proceed to the 
white tent. 

We will enter Molson Brewery as a group and proceed directly to their lounge where we will gather 
and receive beer education. We will receive a lesson in beer tasting and will sample three different 
beers. 

Groups of 12 will tour through selected parts of the Brewery to see the brewing process and produc-
tion area. Appetizers and snacks will be available in the lounge and include: cheese platter and crack-
ers; charcuterie platter and baguettes; hummus and pita; spinach and artichoke dip; caprese skewers; 
prawn summer rolls; vegetarian eggrolls and Fraser Valley pork sliders.  

YOU MAY REGISTER: 
1) At Probus monthly meeting at the Activity Desk 

2) Mail registration form and payment ($35 per person): 

To Bill Robertson 3711 Puget Drive, Vancouver, B.C.V6L 2T8 

 E-mail: robertsonwd@hotmail.com   604-269-0745 

Deadline for registration Sept 10th - Cancellation Deadline Sept 10th 

NOTE – MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 

NOTE – YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED  

I plan to attend:  Name: ______________________  

Phone Number: _________________      Email: _____________________ 

 

mailto:robertsonwd@hotmail.com

