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Next Meeting: June 11th, 2013 

Time:   9:30 am 

Location:  H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and  

        Space Centre, Lower Level  

Speaker:  Peter Bernard 

Topic:   An Overview of Oil Tanker Issues  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
June 25th —   Walking Tour of 

  West End 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 

July 9th — Andre Gerolymatos   

 Topic: Syria & Middle East  

August 13th —  Ronald W. Thiessen  

 Topic: Mining Hoops 

After obtaining his law 
degree from the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, 
Peter joined the long 
established Vancouver 
Maritime Law Firm of 

Macrae Montgomery Hill & Cunning-
ham. He was a Partner in that firm from 
1969 to 1982. During that period of time, 
he gained extensive experience in all 
areas of the Maritime Law practice. In 
1982, Peter joined the Vancouver firm of 
Campney & Murphy where he was a 
Partner until 2002, when he became one 
of the founding members of Bernard & 
Partners. 
 Peter’s practice has enveloped a 
very broad spectrum in the field of Mari-
time Law over a period of more than 40 
years, where he has represented ship 
owners and charterers in both interna-
tional and coastal shipping, terminal op-
erators, P&I Clubs, Hull and Machinery 
Underwriters, ship builders and various 
worldwide financial institutions. The 
practice includes litigious matters in ar-
eas such as collision, salvage, maritime 
liens, pollution, immigration, bodily in-
jury, carriage and chartering disputes 
and also includes commercial work in-
cluding carriage and chartering along 
with ship purchase and finance. Peter 

has been involved in Arbitrations and 
Mediations as counsel and as an Arbi-
trator or Mediator. 
 Throughout his career, Peter has 
continued to write on matters of Mari-
time Law with various forms of publica-
tion including monthly periodicals and 
law journals. He has spoken often to an 
assortment of audiences in Canada, the 
United States and elsewhere. 
 Peter has been a leading influ-
ence in the marine community particu-
larly in western Canada. He has been a 
Director of the Chamber of Shipping, the 
International Maritime Centre, the Cana-
dian Bar Association, the Canadian 
Maritime Law Association, Vancouver 
Maritime Museum. He has chaired or 
otherwise organised many events, in-
cluding the International Congress of 
Maritime Arbitrators in 1991, the Interna-
tional Conference of Marine Arbitration 
in 1988 and a number of continuing le-
gal education seminars and presenta-
tions. Peter was appointed Queen’s 
Counsel in January 2001 and is listed as 
a leading lawyer in Canada and in the 
maritime world in Who’s Who Legal, 
Best Lawyers. Peter was recently given 
the honour of the Best Maritime Lawyer 
in Vancouver, British Columbia for 2011. 
 

       PETER BERNARD 
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Report of the May  14th Meeting 
Attendance:   160 Members and Guests 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

President Wayne Audette called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 am, welcoming in particular guest 
speaker Jim Robson, whose impressive biogra-
phy appears in the May newsletter.   Ken Yule 
acted as Secretary. 

Jack Zaleski introduced three new members (see 
“Welcome New Members”), Bill Robertson re-
ported that only a several places remain for John 
Atkin’s West End Walk on June 25, and Gordon 
Thom introduced the new President of the Pro-
bus Investment Club, David Clark, who is looking 
for 5-10 new members. 

Jack Farley introduced Jim Robson, who deliv-
ered an entertaining, detailed and self-effacing 
account of his 47 year career as a B.C. sports 
broadcaster, under the title “Balls, Bats and 
Bluelines”, complemented by some excerpts of 
tape recordings of his radio broadcasts. 

Jim Robson was inspired to broadcast sports 
from listening to Foster Hewitt at age six.   His 
first broadcasting job, when he was 17, was as a 
“continuity writer” writing radio commercials for 
local advertisers at CJAV Port Alberni, where he 
negotiated a $100 monthly cheque by telling the 
manager he wanted to be paid “what was fair”.   
Room and board and deductions reduced his 
spendable balance to $12. 

When the station’s sports announcer moved on, 
Jim began “on air” work.   He became the play by 
play voice of the Alberni Athletics, who were Ca-
nadian Senior Men’s champions and played in-
dependent teams with outstanding players like 
Elgin Baylor.   He recounted the 1955 B.C. final 
in which Alberni defeated Vancouver Cloverleafs 
in seven games, the last by one point in over-
time.  He later broadcast the B.C. Boys High 
School basketball tournament and, for CBC TV, 
the 1984 Olympic basketball. 

His first hockey broadcast was a beer league 
game played in Nanaimo on a Sunday morning, 
which he taped and drove to Alberni in his 1939 
Plymouth coupe for airing that afternoon. 

In 1955 he covered the Nanaimo Timbermen box 
lacrosse team for CHUB Nanaimo.   The Mann 
Cup final was played in Toronto, but he was in 
Nanaimo recreating the entire series using only 
the period summaries of goals, assists and pen-
alties for guidance.    After one game in which he 
had described outstanding play by Harry Whip-
per, whose name did not appear in the summa-
ries, he was telephoned by an upset woman, 
who informed him that the player, her husband, 
had been injured in the second minute and had 
not played thereafter except in his imagination. 

In 1956 he learned from a teammate that CKWX 
Vancouver was about to hire an assistant sports 
director.    He applied, and was hired at $325 a 
month.   His first pro hockey game was between 
Vancouver Canucks and Edmonton Flyers at the 
Vancouver Forum.    He met the Edmonton 
coach, Bud Poile, who in 1970 would become 
the first general manager of the NHL Canucks.   
Jim Robson became the Voice of the Canucks. 

He described the challenging task of broadcast-
ing “reconstructed” baseball broadcasts of 
games played away from Vancouver.   He and 
his sound effects man were in a studio on Bur-
rard Street, working from abbreviated descrip-
tions teletyped from the park, and staying about 
half an inning behind the play.    The sound ef-
fects were real recordings from home games.   
Difficulties arise particularly if the incoming infor-
mation is incomplete.   In one long multi-run in-
ning the operator reported only two outs, but in-
sisted his account was complete and correct; in 
order to maintain the proper batting order for the 
next inning the reconstructors arranged that a 
runner was picked off base, although they never 
did learn the truth. 

He recalled two incidents at Capilano Stadium.   
One night in 1962 the players and umpires sud-
denly and inexplicably all ran off the field, and 
the press box next to the broadcast booth was 
evacuated.   It transpired that a large bright me-
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teorite behind them seemed to be heading right 
for the park, but it landed in Naramata.  In a 1966 
game brawls erupted after a high inside pitch by 
Jim Coates hit a black batter, Ricardo Joseph.   
Although punches were thrown, no one was 
thrown out of the game.   Revenge continued 
when the next batter bunted and then attacked 
Coates fielding it.   This time, the catcher rescuing 
his pitcher was hit over the head with a viciously 
swung bat and knocked unconscious.  The next 
morning Joseph nailed Coates with a punch as he 
was coming to breakfast.    The batting players 
were suspended but Coates was not disciplined. 

For five seasons, from 1960 to 1964, he broadcast 
the B.C. Lions games on CKWX.   He found foot-
ball the most difficult sport to broadcast because 
he had to have facts at his fingertips about a much 
larger number of players than for other sports. 
Also, the on-field deception was hard to unravel.   
Rushing to and from pre- and post-game pro-
grams, particularly when players were avoiding 
interviews, was tough. 

Hockey became the most prominent sport in his 
broadcasting career.   Covering the road games of 
the Western Hockey League Canucks involved 
speaking through a telephone line.   One day in 
Providence no phone had been installed for visit-
ing radio.   The arena manager arranged for him 
to use an extension phone from the concession 
department.   Despite the manager’s instructions, 
several times the play-by-play was interrupted by 
“Hey Tony, get us some more hot dogs at conces-
sion stand number two”. 

The arrival of the NHL in Vancouver was a very 
exciting time, seeing players like Jean Beliveau, 
Gordie Howe, Bobby Hull, Rod Gilbert, Bobby Orr 
and Dave Keon.   The best arena was the Mont-
real Forum: bright lighting, great teams, working 
close to the ice, Danny Gallivan and Dick Irvin, 
and so many Stanley Cup pennants in the rafters.   
The worst arena to work in was Madison Square 
Garden: working miles from the ice, with disinter-
ested engineers.   In the 1994 Stanley Cup final 
series he was high in the stands near one end of 
the rink, among hostile Ranger fans, with no secu-
rity. 

Jim Robson considers the 1994 Canucks better 

than the 2011 team because of great goaltending, 
defensive depth and many forwards in the prime 
of their careers.   Comparing eras is impossible, 
but today’s players are bigger, faster, stronger, 
and with better equipment and coaching than ear-
lier ones.   He admires their athleticism in doing 
everything on skates.   He enjoys all sports, but 
hockey the most, despite sometimes poor and in-
consistent officiating. 

Answering questions, he considers the Edmonton 
Oilers the greatest team ever, closely followed by 
the Montreal Canadiens.   The league is now too 
competitive and balanced for another dynasty to 
emerge.    Teams cannot afford two first rank goal-
ies; contracts have become too long and too ex-
pensive.   Lloyd Gilmour refereed by the seat of 
his pants, and would have a tough time in today`s 
game.   He doubts that anything useful will come 
out of the Boogaard family lawsuit. 

Jim Helmcken thanked the speaker for sharing his 
reminiscences, in which he displayed profound 
knowledge of all the sports he covered. 
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Our upcoming Management Committee meeting will address sev-
eral important matters: 

 Report and recommendations from the Nominating  

          Committee 

 Budget scenarios for 2013/14 

 Annual membership renewal fee 

 Arrangements for the 2013 Presidents’ Luncheon 

 

The Society’s fiscal year end is July 31, and the Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
September 10, 2013 in conjunction with our regular monthly meeting. 

In July, we’ll publish the proposed slate of nominees to act as Officers and Directors of the Club, 
and as Committee Chairmen, for fiscal 2013/14.  Under our bylaws, the Officers and Directors are 
the President, the Immediate Past President, the Vice President, the Secretary and the Treasurer.  
Additional nominations (with prior agreement to stand for election) must be conveyed to the Nomi-
nating Committee at least 24 hours prior to the September AGM. 

Speakers Committee Chair Brian Maunder and his team have confirmed our guest speakers for 
the balance of this calendar year.  In June, prominent maritime lawyer Peter Bernard will share his 
perspectives on maritime law and safety, with an overview of oil tanker issues.  The following 
month we’ll have a return visit from Andre Gerolymatos with his insights on Syria and the Middle 
East. 

Once again, please introduce yourself if we happen to meet as strangers in the hallways of the 
auditorium at any future meeting.   

 

WELCOME 

 NEW MEMBERS  
 

Chris Finch – Physician 

 

D’Arcy McGee – Lawyer/Judge 

 

Dr. William (Bud) Phillips - 

Theologian/Professor 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
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WEST END  WALKING TOUR WITH JOHN ATKIN 

  VANCOUVER’S NEIGHBOURHOOD OF CONTRASTS   

TUESDAY JUNE 25TH           

9:30 AM to approximately 12 PM 

 MEMBERS ONLY – $20 PER PERSON – LIMITED TO 30 MEMBERS 

11 SPACES STILL AVAILABLE!! – HERE’S AN OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY A 

HEALTHY WALK WHILE LISTENING TO HISTORIAN JOHN ATKIN’S INTIMATE 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE WEST END  

NOTE  - YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS 

RECEIVED 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER JUNE 18!!                                                                             
                             

8:30 to 9:30: Meet and Greet at Laughing Man Statues 

Coffee and Pastries at Starbucks across the street from the Laughing 
Men Statues at the SE Corner of Davie and Denman. We will pay for 
your choice of a coffee or latte and a pastry.  Come early and socialize with the group prior to the WALK. 
Note - there is a bathroom in the Starbucks coffee shop. 

The West End is a neighbourhood of contrasts. Large early homes still grace some of the neighbour-
hood’s streets along with many excellent examples of early apartment buildings. Mid-century modern 
buildings, from three story walk ups to tall concrete towers signal the zoning and social changes started 
in the 1950s. 

We will explore the West End east of Denman on this walk and look at the neighbourhood’s evolution.  

A no-host luncheon will follow at a restaurant in the WEST END. 

YOU MAY REGISTER: 

1) At Probus monthly meeting at the Activity Desk 

2) Mail registration form and payment ($20 per person): 

To Bill Robertson 3711 Puget Drive, Vancouver, BC V6L 2T8  

 E-mail: robertsonwd@hotmail.com   604-269-0745 

Deadline for registration June 18th Cancellation Deadline June 18th 

NOTE – MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 

NOTE – YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED  

I plan to attend: 
 
Name: _____________________________  
 
Phone Number: _____________________  
 
E-mail:_____________________________ 

mailto:robertsonwd@hotmail.com
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PROBUS CENTRE-CANADA, INC. 

Bill Sexsmith, Director, B.C. District 2 
6011 Marguerite Street, Vancouver, B.C.   V6M 3K9 

Tel: 604-261-8293 
E-mail:  bpsexsmith@shaw.ca 

 

District 2 BC News Release 
 
 

      Bill Sexsmith, Director, BC District 2, presented to the recent Probus-Centre 

Canada Board AGM in Toronto the results of a recently completed survey within 

his district asking for individual club expectations of the national body over the 

next few years. A summary of the expectations are; 
 

1) Increase both the general public and individual club awareness and 

scope of both the Canadian and International Probus operations  

2) Assess the potential for additional clubs within the District, determine 

the appropriate sponsoring Clubs and implement the necessary start-

ups (planning is now underway for a combined club in Vancouver)  

3) Review, discuss and implement as appropriate the recommendations 

presented in the Vancouver Rendezvous 2011 Final Reports  

4) Increase the dialogue between the national, regional and individual 

clubs on the role and services provided by Probus – Centre Canada 

through more effective communications and visits 

5) Develop and implement strategic initiatives, starting with a well 

reasoned strategic plan  

6) Reassess the national value of and develop the appropriate policies 

for leadership, participation of host and local clubs, finance and 

frequency of national and regional conventions 

7) Assure that privacy legislation is adhered to throughout all Canadian 

operations. 

 

      President Steve Campbell asked that Members of the Board give 

consideration to these expectations for further deliberation and action at the 

next meeting of the Board. 

 

Bill Sexsmith 

Director, BC District 2                                                              

 
 


