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Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 10 at The HR MacMillan Space Centre 

Radio Personality, Associate Dean of the 
Broadcast Department, BCIT, and Author 
Topic: “In Search of a Legend—Slumach’s Go” 
9:00: Coffee and Timbits 

9:45: Meeting commences followed by our speaker’s presentation. 

NEWSLETTER 

PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
PO Box 74539, KITSILANO, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4P4 

 

https://probusvancouver.com/ 
 

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER—TUESDAY, JULY 8 
Speaker:  Wade Grant. Newly elected MP for Quadra. Member of the 
Musqueam First Nations. 
Topic:   To Be Announced 

June, 2025 

BRIAN ANTONSON 

Brian Antonson is a 'radio guy' through and through, and has been able to parlay 
his love of the spoken word into his love of the written word through various publi-
cations.  He attended Simon Fraser University, co-founding the campus radio sta-
tion there in the mid-1960s. He graduated from the Broadcast Communications 
program at BCIT. He worked in commercial production and on-air at CKNW, pick-
ing up a few cherished awards along the way, eventually becoming Production Di-

rector for CKNW/CFMI. He moved to BCIT as a radio instructor in the late 1970s, becoming pro-
gram head for the Radio Program, and then Associate Dean for the Broadcast department until 
his retirement in 2010. Along the way, he engaged in a two-year academic leave, managing ra-
dio station CFVR/850 in Abbotsford. He has been very involved in several community organiza-
tions, and was president of the Mission 2014 BC Winter Games, the Mission Heritage Associa-
tion, the Broadcast Educators Association of Canada, along with other involvements, including 
much MC work and speaking on publications with which he has been involved. 
He has had numerous articles published in various newspapers and magazines, and has been 
co-author of two bestselling books with his brother Rick, and Mary Trainer; Slumach's Gold: In 
Search of a Legend (Heritage House 2007) and Whistle Posts West: Railway Tales from British 
Columbia, Alberta, and Yukon (Heritage House, 2015). 
For several years in the 1970s, Brian Antonson and his co-authors owned Nunaga Publishing, 
later Antonson Publishing, which published two dozen works, including several bestsellers. 
Antonson embraces many interests and passions, including Great Britain, the search for the ac-
tual person behind the historical King Arthur of legend, hiking, walking, photography, Corvettes, 
and travelling. 

URGENT MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Our Board of Directors is looking to add at least one member this year. If any 

members have previous Board experience or are interested in joining the 

Board we invite you to put your name forward. 

An organization like ours cannot operate without an effective group to run the 

various areas of responsibility, and some members have already served in 

excess of ten years. 

Please contact me, Peter Scott, at peter26@telus.net 

or call me at 604-263-1746. 

https://probusvancouver.com/
mailto:peter26@telus
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President Richard Earthy started the formal meeting at 9:45, 
welcoming guests and members. He asked any guests to stand 
and be recognised and told the traditional amusing story. He 
then asked Chris Finch to introduce 2 new members (see page 
3). Richard then called on Bud Wong to introduce our speaker, 
fellow PROBUS member, Glenn Faris.  
China during the late 1920s and ’30s was a nation emerging 
from over 2,000 years of imperial rule, divided by civil war be-
tween the Kuomintang nationalists and the CCP, and threat-
ened by Japanese imperial expansion. Rural life was precari-
ous—peasants faced famine, disease, floods, and political insta-
bility. Against this chaotic backdrop, Christian missions, includ-
ing Canada’s, offered spiritual and humanitarian support.  
Initially, most Christian missions were evangelical—preaching 
the gospel, setting up schools for Bible literacy, and running 
basic medical clinics. While medical missionaries often garnered 
more public admiration, agricultural and community develop-
ment efforts made huge impacts from the side lines. 
A former psychiatrist and fellow Probus Club member, Glenn 
Faris, shared with us about some of the Canadian church mis-
sions to China in the 1930s and the role they played in the 
country’s development. He focused on the remarkable story of 
one particular missionary, Don Faris - Glenn’s grandfather. 
Born in Bradford, Ontario, farm boy Don was a devout young 
man who studied arts and theology at Queen’s University. In-
spired by an agricultural mission in India led by Sam Hig-
ginbotham, Don asked the United Church of Canada to send 
him abroad to India or China. Despite his request, Don was 
initially sent to Kamloops, where he met his wife, Marion, a 
public health nurse. Together, they later set sail for China, un-
dergoing two years of cultural and language training before ar-
riving in Hunan province on the North Honan Mission. 
Don’s early days in China were challenging. He preached in 
churches while confronting dire poverty. During one sermon, 
he noticed the congregation—ragged, malnourished, and suffer-
ing from open sores—while he stood warmly dressed and well-
fed. He experienced a crisis of faith, further shaken by discover-
ing a poster labelling missionaries, including himself, as 
“preachers of love with hearts of tigers and wolves.” 
Don resolved to make a more tangible difference. He sought to 
improve local living conditions through agricultural develop-
ment and began applying principles of rural reconstruction and 
community-based development. Don’s experience shaped a 
lifelong philosophy of empowering local communities through 
practical engagement, education, and dignity in labour. He want-
ed to help people help themselves. 
Returning briefly to Canada on furlough, Don studied agricul-
tural techniques at Guelph and Cornell, hoping to bring practi-
cal knowledge back to rural China. He lobbied the Mission 
Board for support to establish an experimental farm, but his 
efforts clashed with the Church’s focus on evangelism. Unde-
terred, he redirected famine relief funds to create a working 
farm in Hunan, sourcing seeds from Canada through his broth-
er-in-law. Unlike large rural colleges that isolated students from 
village life, Don believed in leading by example in the field. His 
experimental farm trained 27 young men who in turn taught 
neighbouring villages. He improved crop yields through better 
seed selection, composting, and crop rotation. He helped form 
cooperatives so farmers could avoid predatory lenders and get 

fair prices for their goods. He even organized a farmer’s fair 
that drew 5,000 people to learn about sustainable practices and 
food security. These efforts in educational and medical initia-
tives were later recognized with his appointment as Chair of 
the Commission on Rural Life of the Church.  
Don later became Director of the Rural Institute at Cheeloo 
University where he created shorter-term training for students      
to return quickly         to their communities. During the Sino-
Japanese he tried to continue this work while sheltering civil-
ians, flying the Union Jack to deter soldiers, and even negotiat-
ing with bandits for the release of kidnapped villagers. Alas, all 
good things come to an end. The Japanese invasion of China 
escalated, and eventually, Don was interned and repatriated 
through a prisoner swap. 
Post-war, Don was assigned to the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), working on the ambi-
tious Yellow River Project to rebuild dikes destroyed during 
the war. Though Don was no engineer, his deep cultural 
knowledge and trust among locals made him a formidable liai-
son. 
In 1958, Don published a powerful book, To Plow With Hope, in 
which he addressed the plight of “the hungry billion.” He advo-
cated education, healthcare and investment in sustainable de-
velopment. The book resonated deeply with development lead-
ers and was included on UNESCO’s essential reading list. 
Though Glenn admits that he never really knew his grandfa-
ther, reading his words felt “as if he was speaking in my voice.” 
Don’s legacy carried forward into Canada’s evolving develop-
ment landscape. He worked with organizations like UNICEF in 
New Delhi and played a vital role in establishing Canadian vol-
unteer networks like COV and CUSO. Other influential Cana-
dians, such as Lester B. Pearson and Hugh Keenleyside, further 
solidified Canada’s involvement through Official Development 
Assistance (ODA). Parallel to this, various international devel-
opment organizations arose, like World Vision, Rotary Interna-
tional, and the Unitarian Service Committee of Canada. 
Don was a man ahead of his time, correctly identifying some of 
the problems with foreign aid not rooted in the community. 
Scholars like Sir Angus Deaton have critiqued aid, noting that 
even in good environments, aid can compromise institutions, 
contaminate local politics, and undermine democracy. 
This has been especially evident in the context of large-scale 
development failures in sub-Saharan Africa, dependency fuelled 
by World Bank and IMF loans, and the undermining of local 
agency by both government-tied and inefficient NGOs. 
However, Glenn also highlights more effective paths. These 
include micro-initiatives like the Grameen Bank, grassroots 
cooperatives, and programs like The Canada Fund for Local 
Initiatives (CFLI), which are designed to avoid many of the typi-
cal pitfalls of foreign aid by emphasizing local leadership, flexibil-
ity, and context-specific solutions to support small, high-impact 
projects driven by local organizations in a bottom-up approach. 
Don’s story reminds us that true development starts with dig-
nity, education, and trust—and that even one farm boy from 
Ontario can shape the course of international aid. 
 
Victor Chan thanked our speaker. 
 
To view Glenn’s slides, click here.   

Report of the April 10th Meeting 

Attendance: 95 Members and Guests 

https://probusvancouver.com/copy-of-untitled-presentation/
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Probus Insights From The President Rotarians' Investment Club 
 

 Our April speaker was Teal Linde  of the Linde Equity Fund. 

We were very fortunate to have him as our speaker once 

more. 

Teal gave us some insight as to how he had formed his invest-

ment philosophy from two books by Peter Lynch, plus some 

background perspectives on three major sell-offs in 2008, 

2020 and 2025. He said it is hard to find hidden value in to-

day's market, but offered three recommendations on which to 

focus. 

The Club meets on the last Thursday of every month at the 

RVYC at 6.00 pm and guests are welcome (we have four lady 

members) but you must register with our President  Richard 

Higgins (bravo@shaw.ca) by 5.00 pm on Tuesday before our 

meetings as dinner numbers are required by RVYC. and we 

are charged for "no shows". The cost is $100.00 (cash or 

cheque please) for an excellent 3 course dinner including wine 

with the meal, tips & taxes etc. 

Information about our 26 year old Investment Club is available 

from John Sullivan (604-263-4486) - johnws@telus.net) 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB  
The Book Club will meet at 9:30 am on 

Wednesdays, June 4, and then on Sept 3 
in The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 5700 Larch 

Street, (at w. 41st Avenue). 
There are no meeƟngs in July and August 

 

The books to be discussed when we meet are: 
 

June 4: What an Owl Knows: The New Science of the 
World’s Most EnigmaƟc Birds by Jennifer Ackerman 

 

Sept 3: Atomic Habits: Tiny Changes, Remarkable Re-
sults; An Easy and Proven Way to Build Good Habits 
and Break  Bad Ones by James Clear 

 

For further informaƟon contact Ken Yule at 
kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563 

As we welcome the month of June, I find it hard 
to believe we are already halfway through the 
year. Time certainly flies when you’re having 
fun, enjoying good company and great conversa-
tion — all of which we’ve had in abundance at 

our recent meetings and get togethers. 

 
June marks the start of summer and, with it, a wonderful 
opportunity to stay active, engaged, and connected.   
Looking ahead, we have several exciting activities 
planned, including a second Neuropeak Visit and our 
usual Social Groups – Fred Cotton Book Club, 
Breakfast Group, Bridge Club, Investment Club, 
Pub Night and Policy Conversations Café.  Then 
some of our Social Groups will take a break. 
Our speaker this month will be Brian Antonson, Ra-
dio Personality, Associate Dean of the Broadcast De-
partment, BCIT and Author.  His topic will be "In 
Search of a Legend—Slumach’s Gold". 
Our Nominating Committee to establish our Board 
for next year will be meeting shortly.  If you, or some-
one whose arm you can twist, may be interested in join-
ing the Board, please contact Past President Peter Scott 
at peter26@telus.net. 
I encourage everyone to continue inviting friends and/or 
prospective members — Probus is all about fellowship, 
and there’s always room at our table. 
Remember to Save The Date October 14th and plan 
to attend our October Meeting which will be our Presi-
dents’ Lunch at The Arbutus Club.  Full details will fol-
low. 
Finally, to those heading off on summer travels, stay safe 
and bring back a story or two. To everyone else, I look 
forward to seeing you at our June meeting as we contin-
ue to celebrate friendship and community. 
 
Yours in the fellowship of PROBUS, 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

Carlos Hardy—Social Worker 
Advocating for Seniors  

Anthony Boardman 
University Business School 

Professor  

mailto:bravo@shaw.ca
mailto:johnws@telus.net
mailto:peter26@telus.net
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Fred Cotton Book Club—Ken Yule 
Information about the book club is featured every month on page 3 of the newsletter.  By clicking on 
the header above, find out full details of the current activities as well as a list of all the books dis-
cussed since 2008.  The club doesn't meet in July or August. 
 

 

Breakfast Group—Peter Scott 
Our May gathering was at The Red Wagon Café on East Hastings where nine members of The Break-
fast Group met. This famous café has been “a neighbourhood joint” on East Hastings since 2010.  The 
food and service were excellent and the conversations lively! I must give a shout-out to Tony 
Zoobkoff who has made it to most of the breakfasts driving from north North Vancouver! On June 18 
you can find us at The Jam Café at 2153 West 4th Avenue.  
Anyone interested in joining us can contact Peter at peter26@telus.net. 
 

 

Bridge Club—Jack Zaleski 
Like the Book Club, the Bridge Club doesn’t meet in July or August.  For information on how 
the Bridge Club works, click on the heading above for details and how to join.  Bridge Club 
Member Hugh Chaun reports that the Bridge Club (which Jack Zaleski organizes) has had an 
excellent season of enjoyable games, hosted in rotation in different members’ homes. 
Anyone interested in joining this “fun” bridge group can get more details from Jack at 
jack.zaleski@gmail.com 
 
 
Rotarians' Investment Club 
Everything you need to know about how The Rotarians’ Investment Club operates can be 
found by clicking on the above heading.  Information on the Club’s monthly meetings is fea-
tured each month on page 3 of this newsletter.  
 

 

Pub Nights—Peter Phillips 
A small but enthusiastic group met again on the evening of May15th at the Wolf and Hounds, 
to enjoy its ambiance and happy hour libations. 
We will meet again, June 12 @ 4 pm, at Elwoods 3357 W Broadway. 
Contact myself at glenndfaris@gmail.com  or Peter Phillips if you would like to join us. 
 

                       Peter Phillips, Master Thirst Quencher   

 

 

PROBUS Club of  Vancouver—Social Opportunity Groups 
 

To see details of how to join any of these groups, click (or ctrl-click) on the heading of each group. 

https://probusvancouver.com/probus-clubs/fred-cotton-book-club/
https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/breakfast-group/
mailto:peter26@telus.net
http://probusvancouver.com/probus-clubs/bridge-club/
mailto:jack.zaleski@gmail.com
http://probusvancouver.com/probus-clubs/rotarians-investment-club/
mailto:pjpphillips@hotmail.com
mailto:glenndfaris@gmail.com
mailto:mailtopjpphillips@hotmail.com
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Policy Conversations Cafe—Jim Matkin 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this phase of uncertainty, there is an unprecedented opportunity and need for Canada to 
take a stronger leading position in science and related manufacturing. We must accelerate 
transformative growth in our biomedical research ecosystem through the recruitment of top 
scientists and postdoctoral researchers and invest in key areas that are critical to human health 
and economic growth. 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canada-can-be-the-global-leader-in-medical-
research/ 
 

The Lunch Group 
There is no convenor for this group which gathers after every monthly meeting (except our Oc-
tober, Presidents’ Lunch) at The Local Public Eatery on the corner of Cornwall Avenue and Yew 
Street.  The number of regular lunchers (I got this from AI!) is anywhere from 8 to 12 or more.  
If you would like to join us, just show up! 
 
Tennis—Bill Hooker 
The tennis group is looking at another tournament in May, so get in touch with Bill Hooker if you 
would like to be on the list to play. 
 

Wine Tasting—John Kay 
22 members of the Probus Club of Vancouver attended an exceptional  wine tasting event hosted by 
by John Kay at the Arbutus Club on Feb 25th. 
John not only provided 6 excellent red and white wines for sampling, he gave a very informative 
overview of each wine . 
He explained the various growing conditions necessary for the vine to produce its fruit, as well as a 

description of the fermentation process. 
The event left one with a greater understanding of the nuances in wine and how different varieties 
can elevate a meal. 
He had two capable assistants, his son Stephen and his friend Dan , who produced a very nice bottle 
of his home made wine for the group to taste. 
John hopes to organise another wine tasting sometime in 2026. 
 
The groups below all need members and convenors.  In a recent survey, several people indicat-
ed an interest in joining one or more of them.  If you were one of those and are still interested, 
please contact Peter Scott at peter26@telus.net. 
 

Pensions & Financial Planning 
Theatre Nights 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver—Social Opportunity Groups 

https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/policy-conversations
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canada-can-be-the-global-leader-in-medical-research/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canada-can-be-the-global-leader-in-medical-research/
https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/lunch-group/
https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/tennis/
mailto:mayneid@yahoo.com
https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/wine-tasting/
https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/pensions-and-financial-planning/
https://probusvancouver.com/social-groups/theatre-night/


6 

 
PROBUS Club of Vancouver  March, 2025 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  June, 2025 

 

FOLLOWING CONSIDERABLE INTEREST FROM THOSE MEMBERS WHO 
WERE NOT ABLE TO GO TO THE NEUROPEAK VISIT IN FEBRUARY, WE 

HAVE ARRANGED A SECOND TOUR. THIS IS FOR  A MINIMUM OF 
18 AND A MAXIMUM OF 24 MEMBERS . 

THE DECISION TO GO OR CANCEL WILL BE MADE ON MAY 26 SO EARLY 
REGISTRATION IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THIS EVENT  

COST: $115.00 per person (includes GST) 

No cancellations will be accepted. 

To register with EventBrite click here 

Please direct any questions to:  Chris Finch at cafb@shaw.ca 

 

AGENDA AND DETAILS 
Meeting Point:  Mind Expansion Mansion Boardroom (10th floor, CC3 building) –  13761 96 Ave, Surrey 

 

Arrival time:  20 minutes before stations begin. 
 

Program: 
 

A Guided Tour & Interactive Brain Health Experience – NeuroExplorer Program  
Introductions & Group Division: 6 people per group. 

Four Rotating Stations (30 Minutes Each, with 10-Minute Transitions) 
Education – Nutrition & Supplements for Dementia Prevention 

Led by one staff member (Mind Expansion Mansion). 
Focuses on brain health strategies and preventative care through nutrition and supplements. 

Shiftwave / Ammortal / Neuronic Experience 
Led by two staff members (NeuroPeak Treatment Rooms). 
Hands-on experience with leading neurotechnology tools. 

Sensory Organization Test (SOT) & NeuroTracker 
Led by one staff member (Gym). 
Cognitive and physical assessments, with one participant per group completing the full assess-

ment. 
NeuroCatch Scans 

Led by three staff members (NeuroPeak Multi-Purpose Room). 
Each staff member supports two participants, conducting six scans at once. 

WE HAVE ENOUGH REGISTRANTS FOR THIS 
EVENT TO GO AHEAD! 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/1300012956749?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:cafb@shaw.ca
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REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THIS EVENT  

COST: $10.00 per person (includes GST) 
This event is limited to 20 members only, no guests 

No refunds after Friday, July 11 
To register with EventBrite click here 

Please direct any questions to Al Hurwitz at alhurwitz@gmail.com 

DO YOU EVER ASK YOURSELF HOW TV STATIONS GET ALL THE 
DAY’S NEWS TOGETHER?  HOW DO THEY DECIDE WHAT TO 
LEAD THE MORNING NEWS WITH?  WHY DO SOME THINGS 

SEEM NEWSWORTHY TO YOU BUT APPARENTLY NOT TO THE 
NEWS EDITORS?  WELL JOIN YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS ON A 
TOUR OF THE CBC VANCOUVER NEWSROOM TO GET ALL 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED! 

MEET AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE OF THE CBC VANCOUVER 
BUILDING AT 700 HAMILTON STREET JUST BEFORE 10 AM. 

 

STREET PARKING IS AVAILABLE ALONG HAMILTON AND WEST 
GEORGIA STREETS FROM $2 TO $4 PER HOUR DEPENDING ON WHICH 

STREET YOU ARE.  THERE MAY BE A 2 HOUR TIME LIMIT!  
 

THERE ARE VARIOUS PARKING LOTS IN THE AREA, FOR INSTANCE AT 
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH THEATRE AND THE MAIN VANCOUVER 

LIBRARY AT MUCH HIGHER RATES! 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/a-tour-of-the-cbc-vancouver-newsroom-tickets-1373441062189?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:alhurwitz@gmail.com
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Report on the John Atkin Walk on May 22  - False Creek’s North Shore 
A relatively small group gathered at the Davie Street Urban Fare then moved to The 

Roundhouse to meet up with John Atkin.  After describing how the area had changed from 
its industry focused beginnings through the 1986 EXPO86 transformation to its present 
form as a high-end residential neighbourhood.   He then led them on a walk westward 

towards the Burrard Bridge then into Yaletown where he explained that Yaletown only 
went South from Homer and everything North  was called Downtown.  


