
  

 

 
President 
Wayne Audette 
604-9297586 
wayneaudette@shaw.ca 
 

Past President 
Don Newman 
604-263-5740 
The_newmans@telus.net 
 
Vice President 
Jon Collins 
604-261-2468 
jonkay@telus.net 
 
Secretary 
Ken Yule 
604-266-4563 
kjyqc@shaw.ca 
 
Treasurer 
Richard Carson 
604-261-0974 
acarson1@shaw.ca 
  

Speakers Committee 
Brian Maunder  
604-222-2391 
brianmaunder@shaw.ca 
 
Membership Committee 
Norm Leach 
604-733-3866 
nleach@direct.ca 
 

Activities Committee 
Bill Robertson 
604-269-0745   
robertsonwd@hotmail.com 
 
Web Site Committee 
Jack Zaleski 
604-261-7492 
Jack.zaleski@gmail.com 
 
House Committee 
Doug Lambert 
604-266-2422 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Roy Williams 
604-926-4727 
roytwitch@shaw.ca 
 

Membership Services 
Tony Weall 
604-261-2144 
Tony.weall@telus.net 
 

 

Next Meeting: March 12th, 2013 

Time:   9:30 am 

Location:  H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and  Space 
Centre, Lower Level  

Speaker:  John Liebert, MD, PC 

Topic:  Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

 

NEWSLETTER 
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5846 Angus Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3N8, Phone and Fax 604-261-6818 

Clubs for retired and semi-retired professional and business persons, former executives and others 

www.probusvancouver.com       March 2013 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 19th - Triumf Tour

  

April 18th — Visit to Skagit 
Valley Tulip Festival  

 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 
April 9th — Dr. Bruce Forster 
Topic: Medical Imaging 

Dr Liebert is a 
Psychiatrist with 
over 30 years of 
experience in 
diagnosing and 
treating patients 
in hospital, fo-
rensic and out-

patient settings. In most of these clinical 
sites - 50 in all, from Eastport, Maine to 
San Diego, he assessed and treated the 
seriously mentally ill and testified at hun-
dreds of Involuntary Commitment hear-
ings in numerous states with different 
commitment laws. At the Security Hous-
ing Unit (The SHU) at Pelican Bay 
Prison, he had the unique opportunity of 
performing in-depth interviews of cold-
blooded psychopaths and sociopathic 
murderers. The latter were mostly hard-
ened gangsters with various status of 
leadership in California gangs and drug 
wars. 

He has served as consulting psychiatrist 
to the "Ted Task Force", investigating the 
case of Ted Bundy in Seattle; The At-
lanta Child Murder Task Force, responsi-
ble for successful detection and prosecu-

tion of Wayne Williams; The East Side 
Task Force (King County, Washington) 
responsible for the uniquely early detec-
tion, arrest and conviction of George 
Russell, subject of Jack Olson's book, 
"The Charmer" - and The Green River 
Task Force in the case of Gary Ridgway 
- also in King County, Washington. Dr 
Liebert received the Washington State 
Corrections award for his development 
and leadership of the Ted Task Force, 
which proved an essential link in the ulti-
mate identification of Ted Bundy, de-
scribed by Ann Rule, as "The Killer Be-
side Me". 

Dr Liebert's primary interest and exper-
tise is in the psychopathology and neuro-
biology of suicide and disorders of ag-
gression. Based on these cases he pub-
lished "Contributions of Psychiatry in the 
Investigation of Serial Mur-
der" (International Journal of Offender 
Therapy and Comparative Criminology). 
His current book, "Suicidal Mass Murder-
ers", is a product of both his extensive 
clinical experience and studies of dan-
gerousness to self and to others. 

     JOHN LIEBERT, MD, PC 
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Report of the February 12th 
Meeting 

Attendance:  133 Members and Guests 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vice-President Jon Collins called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 am, welcoming all members and 
guest speaker, Tamara Vrooman, whose biogra-
phy appears in the February newsletter.   Ken 

Yule acted as Secretary. 

Glen Foreman introduced three new members 
(see “Welcome New Members”) and reported that 
John Chapman has rejoined the Club. 

Jon Collins advised that 75% of members who 
attended the Presidents’ Luncheon have replied to 
the survey.  There is still time for the other 25% to 
do so, and a separate survey will be sent to mem-
bers who did not attend. 

Eric Hayne introduced the speaker, Tamara 
Vrooman,  CEO of Vancity , highlighting some of 
the credit union’s achievements.   Ms. Vrooman 
spoke on “Values Based Banking” as the key to 
Vancity’s success. 

Vancity began in 1946 when fourteen working 
class people who could not borrow the money 
they needed to buy a home in post-war Vancouver 
each contributed $22.   The credit union made 
money available and started a group health insur-
ance plan for its members.   It is a cooperative 
whose ‘owners’ are all members, not sharehold-
ers.   Today it has 59 branches throughout B.C., it 
is reporting near-record earnings, and it has a bal-
ance sheet of some $17 billion, the same size as 
many American and European regional financial 
institutions.   Vancity was the first financial institu-
tion to extend credit to women without a male co-
signer, the first to offer daily interest savings, and 
the first to offer online banking (shortly before ING 
Direct arrived).   It owns Citizens Bank. 

On July 1, 2007 Ms. Vrooman gave notice that 
she was leaving her position as Provincial Deputy 
Minister of Finance to become CEO of Vancity on 
September 1st.   On August 13th, the Asset Backed 
Commercial Paper market collapsed.   Vancity 
had raised $2.5 billion by bundling and selling 

Vancouver mortgages, and its funding pipe was 
cut off overnight.   It restructured, selling off some 
businesses.   It turned back to the basics of bank-
ing, with member deposits funding member loans.   
When it originated loans to hold, not to sell, the 
interests of borrower and lender were common. 

People need their financial institution to be a part-
ner.   Vancity returns 30% of its after-tax earnings 
to the community, divided equally between mem-
ber and patronage dividends, and donations to not 
for profit organizations.  It seeks to extend credit, 
placing the needs of the community and the planet 
first, making ethical investment choices and sup-
porting environmental sustainability.   Its innova-
tive lending has produced lower, not higher, loan 
losses. 

In 2010, Vancity became the first Canadian finan-
cial institution to be admitted to the Global Alliance 
for Banking on Values, a worldwide group of so-
cially conscious financial institutions.   The Alli-
ance has commissioned a study with the Rocke-
feller Foundation to compare its members to the 
29 largest banks in the world.   The value based 
banks outperformed the big banks on each hard 
core financial metric, return on equity, return on 
assets, profitability, percentage of deposits 
loaned, and member retention.   The study is to be 
presented to the World Bank. 

Values Based Banking is a return to banking fun-
damentals, doing the social good which is essen-
tial for a functioning economy.   The government 
guarantee of deposits creates a responsibility to 
lend credibly, to support entrepreneurs, to work 
with borrowers to avoid foreclosure, to treat em-
ployees fairly for the long term, and to earn pru-
dent sustained returns.   The slogan is “We make 
you good money by putting your money to good.”   
Ms. Vrooman finished with a video, “Foam Only”, 
about Vancity’s financing of a start-up company, 
now a profitable thriving business, recycling Styro-
foam. 

Replying to questions, Ms. Vrooman explained 
that Vancity does not charge its employees a 
mortgage prepayment penalty, and is reducing 
this penalty on members’ mortgages where possi-
ble.   The Global Alliance study took account of 
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such variables as dividends and taxes; Vancity is 
taxed as a financial institution.   It is a provincial 
institution restricted to B.C., and with a provincial 
guarantee of its deposits.   It does not borrow capi-
tal on the open market, but its members cannot sell 
their shares.   Vancity  made a transformative $1 
million dollar donation to the WISH Society.   Fed-
eral legislation now allows federal credit unions and 
co-operative banks; Vancity is looking at expanding 
beyond B.C., but is aware of the importance of con-
nection to the local community, and would prefer to 
be a big credit union than a small bank.   Vancity 
has not been asked to finance a petroleum pipeline; 
it has sold its Enbridge shares and currently owns 
no pipeline company shares.   Although an elected 
board always carries the risk of the board being in-
competent or extremist, the Vancity membership is 
diverse and wise, candidates are screened and in-
formation about them is posted on its website. 

Peter Cook thanked the speaker. Ms. Vrooman is 
donating her honorarium to the Vancity Community 
Foundation. 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"One of the best attributes of our Probus Club is 
the team spirit.  We have numerous members 
who volunteer their time and expertise to ensure 
we have (a) first class speakers at all of our 
monthly meetings and (b) exciting venues for our 
bi-monthly tours and events.  

 By the time you read this message, many of you 
will have attended a special members' meeting 
on February 26th featuring the Chief Justice of 
Canada. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr.James W. Murray     Dr. Mike  Lawrence   Robert(Bob) Hindson   

Geology Professor              Physician                       Mining 

Welcome New Members 
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GUIDED TOUR OF TRIUMF  

RESEARCH FACILTY 

AT UBC 

TUESDAY, MARCH 19TH – 10AM 
This tour was lim-
ited to 40 individu-
als and was fully 
booked very 
quickly when first 
announced. Also, 
there are about 8 
on the waiting list. 

Complete details about this activity can be 
found under “Activities” on the Club’s website. 
You can add your name to the waiting list by 
contacting Bill Robertson at:                      
robertsonwd@hotmail.com or phone: 604-269-
0745. 

NOTE: If you are registered and cannot attend, 
please contact Bill Robertson, so that he can 
add someone from the waiting list! 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
It is with regret we announce the passing of 
Dick Nelson on December 24th, Allen Lewis on 
Jan.19th, John Long on Jan. 23, Bill Weatherall 
on Feb 2nd and Newt Hopkins on Feb 15th.   
Our condolences to their families. Donations will 
be made in their memory by Probus to the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation. 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 

TEAM 
 
Greeters –  Ian Paterson, Tremayne Perry 

Cashiers—Brian McGavin, John Gemmil 

Past President Greeter –  Roy Williams 

Member Services Desk –  Tony Weall  

 

ROTARIANS' INVESTMENT 

CLUB 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday February 28th 

Place: Royal Vancouver Yacht Club 

Time: 6:00PM – No Host Bar 

We shall be reviewing a National Bank Article 
"Better than Bonds"; Watchdog Reports from 
members on each of our Stock holdings, and 
always the fun item of "Round Table Review" 
being members (and guests) suggestions for 
stocks to purchase. A vote will decide on the 1 
or 2 stocks to be analysed for consideration to 
purchase at our next meeting. Last month it 
was Howard Hughes Corp. which we pur-
chased at $72.68 and was up at $75.00 at the 
time of writing.  

Future topics planned are Retirement and Es-
tate Planning, Laurel Dunn from the National 
Bank in Calgary and our Odlum Brown advisor. 
The following meeting will be on March 21st. 

An excellent 3 course dinner with wine, gratui-
ties etc. included, knowledge and good fellow-
ship all for $60.00  

Please contact John Sullivan (263-4486) or 
Terry Miller (604-454-7477) if you have ques-
tions or would like more information about our 
Club which has been running since 1998. 

Please Remember to Pay 

 

your $5 Parking Fee! 
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BUS TOUR TO SKAGIT VALLEY TULIP FESTIVAL 

LA CONNER, WASHINGTON  

Date: Thursday, April 18th - 8 AM Departure 

LIMITED TO 54 INDIVIDUALS (GUESTS WELCOME) 

$60 PER PERSON 

PASSPORT OR IDENTITY CARD REQUIRED FOR ENTRY INTO USA 
 
La Conner and Mount Vernon come alive with brilliant colour 
each spring with acres of daffodils, tulips, irises and lilies dur-
ing the Annual Skagit Valley Tulip Festival. Our first stop will 
be at RoozenGaarde flowers and bulbs; you will have one 
hour to tour the 3-acre gorgeous display garden and gift 
shop. If energetic, you may also walk through the adjacent 
flowering fields.  If time permits we may make a second stop 
at Tulip Town – another garden display centre. Note you can-
not bring bulbs and plants back to Canada! The village of La 
Conner is 5-10 minutes from the Tulip Gardens. You can ex-

plore the historic central district and visit its many shops and museums. You can lunch (no host 
lunch) at one of the many fine restaurants in the district.   

7:30 AM –  MEET WEST 37
TH

 AVENUE - TWO BLOCKS WEST OF OAK – STREETSIDE  
 PARKING – One block west of the entrance to  Van Dusen Gardens (don’t use  
 their parking lot) Coffee and Pastries will be available; the bus is washroom-  
 equipped 

8:00 AM – Bus departs 
9:00 AM – Border Inspection 
10:30 – Arrive at Roozengaarde – tour of the Tulip gardens 
12:30 – NO HOST LUNCH – MULTIPLE RESTAURANTS LA CONNER WASHINGTON 
2:30 – Return to Vancouver 
 
YOU MAY REGISTER: 
1) At Probus monthly meeting at the Activity Desk 

2) Pay on-line at Probus website using Pay Pal 

3) Mail registration form and payment ($60 per person): 

To Bill Robertson 3711 Puget Drive, Vancouver, B.C.V6L 2T8  

 E-mail: robertsonwd@hotmail.com   604-269-0745 

Deadline for registration: APRIL 9TH Cancellation Deadline APRIL 9TH 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 

NOTE – YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED 

 
I plan to attend: Name:        Guest: 
 
Phone Number:          E-mail: 

mailto:robertsonwd@hotmail.com

