NEWSLETTER
PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER

5846 Angus Drive, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3N8, Phone and Fax 604-261-6818
Clubs for retired and semi-retired professional and business persons, former executives and others

www.probusvancouver.com March, 2014
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Next Meeting: March 11, 2014
Time: 9:30 am Future Speakers
Location: H.R. MacMillian Planetarium April 8": Peter Armstrong
and Space Centre, Lower Level | |Topic: ~ The NPA
Speaker: Jock Findlayson May 13": Dr. Max Cynader
ca | Topic: Poised for Take-off? Topic: Ma)fir?izing the
« The British Columbia Economy Brain’s Potential

in 2014-15
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Jock Finlayson is Execu- member of the Board of Directors of the

tive Vice President and Bank of Canada, where he chaired the

Chief Policy Officer at the Board’s Corporate Governance Committee
Business Council of British | as well as the Fellowship Nominations Com-
Columbia, an organization mittee. He is currently a member of the Na-
representing 260 large and | tional Statistics Council, the principal advi-
mid-size BC companies sory body to the Chief Statistician of Can-
and affiliated industry asso- | ada, and sits on the Board of the Institute for
ciations that together account for approxi- Research on Public Policy, a leading Cana-
mately one-quarter of all jobs in the province. | dian think tank. From 2006 to 2011 Mr.

In this capacity he directs the Council’'s work | Finlayson was on the Board of Directors of
on economic, fiscal, tax, environmental, the BC Innovation Council and chaired its
regulatory and human capital issues of inter- | Audit and Finance Committee. Other past
est to the province’s business community. board positions and experience include the
Mr. Finlayson previously served as Vice Canada West Foundation and the BC Hu-
President of Research at Canadian Council man Resources Management Association.
of Chief Executives, a leading national busi- Over the past 15 years Mr. Finlayson has
ness association in Ottawa. Prior to that he served as a member of several different gov-
worked in the market research field and ernment advisory bodies and commissions in
gained experience at two Canadian consult- British Columbia and at the national level.

ing firms. Mr. Finlayson is past president of both the
Mr. Finlayson holds a master’s degree in Association of Professional Economists of
business from Yale University, undergradu- BC and the Ottawa Economics Association.
ate and M.A. degrees from UBC, and a post- | He resides in West Vancouver with his wife
graduate degree in economics from the Uni- Marlene.

versity of London. He is the author/co-author U e Event
of two books and more than 40 published pcoming Events |

articles and book chapters, mainly dealing March !9th_Gu'ded Tour of Vintage Car
with international trade and various topics in || €ollection (see page 3) .

the area of Canadian public policy. A fre- May 7"—Guided Tour of Emily Carr
quent commentator on economic, business, University of Art & Design (see page 4)
and public affairs issues, he writes regularly

for the b@afﬂ?OLﬂ/el'E;UfL 7712y A4eCﬁEL and a IV‘EJ\AESEJR:;}il[) S;EJ‘\/I(:E:; 1.EJAJ\4

number of other media outlets and is a regu- X . .
lar economics and business panelist on CBC Greeters — lan Carmichael & David Smith

Radio’s “Early Edition” program. Cashiers — Richard Spencer & Michael Francis
From 2007 to 2013, Mr. Finlayson was a Member Services Desk—Tony Weall
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Probus Club Of Vancouver March, 2014

Report of the February 11th Meeting

Attendance: 151 Members and Guests

President Jon Collins called the meeting to order at 10:00 am,
welcoming all members and in particular guest speaker Dr.
Jaymie Matthews, whose impressive biography appears in the
February newsletter. Ken Yule acted as secretary. David
Muller introduced new members (see Welcome New Mem-
bers). Club historian/archivist Norm Weitzel announced the
completion of the club’s history to date, which will be posted
on the website shortly. Jon Collins urged members to com-
plete the forthcoming member satisfaction survey, reminded
the audience of the March |9 vintage car museum tour, and
advised that on May 7 there will be a tour of Emily Carr Univer-
sity followed by lunch at the Pacific Institute of Culinary Arts
(see Notices)

Michael Jacobsen introduced Dr. Matthews, who last spoke
to us in March 2008 and whose topic today is “Exploring plan-
ets far, far away...without hyper drive: the real science of real
alien worlds”. Dr. Matthews’ dazzling Star Wars outfit fore-
shadowed the entertaining way in which he would describe
recent exploration and discovery of planets beyond our solar
system.

Science is catching up with science fiction in exploring distant
planets. However, they are too distant to be visited: to date
twelve people have gone to the moon and none to our nearest
planet Mars. In 1610, when Galileo first realized that one could
look up into the sky through a telescope, there were six known
planets. By 1992 we knew there were nine planets in our solar
system. With bigger and better telescopes, cameras and digital
electronic detection there are now 1075 confirmed and an-
other 3500 candidate planets moving around other stars. Un-
surprisingly we detect the biggest first, but now we are identify-
ing planets as small as the earth outside our solar system.

An exoplanet is an orbiting star outside our solar system. We
do not look for them to find aliens, or for an escape route if
earth becomes uninhabitable, but to better understand our own
planet. Pictures of them are faint; we can see them only by the
reflected light of their sun or the nearest star, and they are hid-
ing in the glare of their suns, like a flashlight atop a lighthouse
beacon.

Showing that the centre of the mass is the balance point for the
orbit by using a video of couples of different comparative
weights swing dancing, Dr. Matthews explained that we can
detect the wobble of a star as it orbits its sun. Further, wave
lengths shorten as a source moves toward one, lengthen as the
source moves farther away, and remain constant when the
source is not moving; this ‘Doppler effect’ is how radar guns
work. By focussing the light from a star through a spectro-
graph, one obtains a colour bar code, in which shifts of colour
show the period of the wave pattern. Orbiting satellites watch-
ing stars over time record brightness as a function of time.

The solar systems are more complicated than previously real-

ized.
MOST (Microvariability and Oscillations of the STars) is an ultra

precise light meter in space which was designed in British Co-
lumbia and cost $7 million. It sees oscillations in starlight as
small as one part in a million, the equivalent of detecting the
difference if the shade of one window in a fully lit Empire State
Building was lowered three inches. Expected to be in service
one year and detect ten stars, it is now in its eleventh year and
has found some 5000 stars. This humble satellite has per-
formed much better than the $3.5 billion Hubble and the
French COROT (Convection Rotation and Transits) satellites.
The NASA Kepler satellite which orbits the sun and sends data
to earth every month has a bigger telescope, and examined
160,000 stars for four years, but since May 2013 malfunctions
prevent it from fine-pointing.

Astrophysicists are detecting planets by looking for transits.

An eclipse blocks the whole of the sun; a transit, a portion.
The only transits we can see from earth are Mercury and Ve-
nus. Venus’ transit was visible in 1882, 2004, 2012, and next
will be in 2117. Jupiter blocks 1% and the earth 0.01% of the
sun. We can measure the brightness and see the dips when a
star transits its sun, measuring the star’s diameter by the depth
of the dip. The precision is equivalent to seeing a mosquito fly
across a street lamp at a distance of 600 miles.

To understand the stars and planets we need a very large sam-
ple. The Milky Way galaxy contains 400 billion stars extending
over 120,000 light years. If it were a city, our sun would be in
the suburbs. The cone of the Kepler satellite is 3000 light years
long, but it has increased the known planets from 663, of which
85% were larger than Neptune, by 2700, of which 84% are
smaller than Neptune.

The planet HD80608, 58 light years from us, has an oval orbit
of 112 days and a weekly temperature change of 400 degrees C.
We now know of 42 “superearths” with a mass 2-10 times that
of earth. Some are land, and others are oceans. Earth’s
oceans, which contain one swimming pool of water per person,
are tiny compared to the ocean superearths. Our galaxy is

filled with real alien worlds, which real science is discovering.
Conrad Rademaker thanked Dr. Matthews for making this

difficult subject understandable and interesting.

Welcome New Members
Ron Pears—Architect
Philip Harrison—Radiologist
Len Manuel—Lawyer

IN MEMORIAM

It is with regret we announce the passing of
Peter A. Lusztig on January 26, 2014.
Our condolences to his family.
The Probus Club of Vancouver will make a
donation in Peter’s memory to the
National Pancreatic Cancer Canada Foundation
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GUIDED TOUR OF THEVINTAGE CAR MUSEUMAND COLLECTABLES
“ A walk down memory lane”
Location: 12391 Gilbert Road, Richmond

Date: - Wednesday, March 19th
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND GUESTS (MAXIMUM OF 60) ONLY FOUR SPACES LEFT!

NOTE - CARPOOLING RECOMMENDED, EASY PARKING, NO STAIRS, SHORT WALK
Jim Ratsoy has been restoring cars since 1959. He now has over 125 cars, all in
running condition, with many looking better than new. This is probably the most highly admired collection of vintage
cars in North America. Housed in two buildings with over 30,000 square feet, the collection is estimated to be worth
between $9 and $12 Million.
9:45 AM - ARRIVE AT 12391 GILBERT ROAD. TURN RIGHT FOR PARKING LOT
10:00 AM - ASSEMBLE IN MAIN BUILDING. HAVE COFFEE AND HEAR OPENING REMARKS

10:00 AM TO 12:00 NOON GUIDED TOUR AND FREE TIME TO VIEW THE COLLECTION
12:30 - NO HOST LUNCH AT YOUR CHOICE OF RESTAURANT - POSSIBLY IN STEVESTON. For

example: Dave’s Fish and Chips, Cimona Café, Charthouse Restaurant, Sockeye City Grill.

TRAVELLING INSTRUCTIONS FROM VANCOUVER CAN BE FOUND IN FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

YOU MAY REGISTER:
1. At the Activity Desk at the Probus monthly meeting, cash or check.
2. Mail Registration form and payment — only $20 per person
To Dave Phillips, 1291 West 38" Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6M1R2: E-Mail DPH13579H9@shaw.ca
Deadline for Registration: MARCH I 1. Cancellation deadline MARCH I1™,
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER
NOTE - YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED

I plan to attend: Name Phone Number:

E-mail: Cheque enclosed for:

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

March marks the completion of the first quarter of 2014 or half way through my term as
your President! Time flies!

Norm Weitzel, our Historian and Archivist, is putting the finishing touches on the Club
history to be posted on our website in March. It’s interesting to review the evolution of

our Club and Norm has done a nice job of getting the salient points down to a few pages.
Looking back, Speaker Andre Gerolymatos gave us a very succinct and entertaining
history of the Middle East in January and many of us are still in Orbit after Jaymie

Matthews spoke “multi-galactically “ in his “space togs”. Thanks to Brian Maunder, who chairs our
Speakers’ Committee, we'll be knocked out of orbit on March | 1™ by Jock Finlayson when he fills us in on

the 2014 BC Economy.

Brian informs me that you can look forward to three more exciting high calibre speakers in Q2. On April
8" Peter Armstrong will reveal all about “Politics in Vancouver”. May 13" we’ll hear Max Cynader push
“Maximizing The Brain” and on June 10, Jake Kerr along with Jeff Mooney will pitch us on the “Vancouver
Canadians”.

Looking ahead, Vice President David Scott continues the Strategic Plan review work and in this regard, our
Membership Chair, Norm Leach requested Jack Zaleski (VWebsite Chair) to email a “Membership Satisfac-
tion Survey” to you. You can complete it in less than 5 minutes; so please do. Thank you if you have already

completed it. Your comments about how we can improve our club will be most appreciated.
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GUIDED TOUR OF EMILY CARR UNIVERSITY ON GRANVILE ISLAND

FOLLOWED BY LUNCH
AT THE PACIFIC INSTITUTE FORTHE CULINARY ARTS

Wednesday, May 7%, 2014
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND GUESTS

Emily Carr University of Art + Design is one of the oldest post-secondary institutions in British Colum-
bia and the only one that is dedicated solely to professional education and learning in the arts, media and de-
sign. Emily Carr has degree-granting authority for degrees in Bachelor of Fine Arts in Visual Arts; General
BEES." Fine Arts; Photography; and, Bachelor of Design in Communication Design or Industrial Design. Our visit to
Emily Carr is coincident with the end of year exhibition. This exhibition is the culmination of the students’
work for the year and displays many different art forms including painting, industrial design, sculpture, photography, commu-
nication design, web-site creation, etc.

The Pacific Institute for the Culinary Arts (PICA) opened its doors in 1997 and is Canada’s oldest pri-
4 vate culinary school which serves meals at the onsite restaurant and bakeshop. Currently the restaurant is

| ranked # 14 out of 2701 restaurants in Vancouver by “Tripadvisor” and has won numerous Consumer Choice
Awards over the last 8 years.

9.30 am: meet at entrance to Emily Carr University where you will be directed to the coffee location.
10.00 am: introductory talk

10.20 am: tour of University and exhibits.

12.00 pm: meet at Pacific Institute of the Culinary Arts (PICA) for lunch. Restaurant is located at the
entrance to Granville Island on the west side.

Car pooling is recommended. To get to the most convenient parking lot, drive onto Granville Island, take the first right

(Cartwright) and then first left (Old Bridge) where the parking garage is on your right under the South Building of Emily Carr

University. Parking will cost $14 for 4 hours. Alternatively take the bus to the south end of Granville Bridge and walk 700 m

to Emily Carr.

Registration: At the Activity Desk at the Probus Meetings on March 1 1% or April 8"

1. Mail Registration form and payment ($40 per person) to: lan Paterson, 5749 Athlone Street,

Vancouver, BC,V6M 3A1; E-Mail: ianpat@telus.net

2. Make checks payable to the Probus Club of Vancouver.

3. Remember - you will not be registered until payment is received.

4. Deadline for registration is 30" April. Cancellation Deadline also 30" April.
| plan to attend: Name E-Mail

Phone number

Number of Attendees Check enclosed for

Guest Names

ROTARIANS' INVESTMENT CLUB
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, February 27" at RVYC—6PM
Guest Speakers—Jeff Davies and Steve Bowlan of Odlum Brown
Topic: Market Update and three stock recommendations.
Call or e-mail Terry Miller if you would like to attend (604-454-7477-rotary@ tmmiller.ca).




