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MIKE HARCOURT 

Mike Harcourt served as Premier of British Columbia 1991-96 

and City Councillor 1972-1980, prior to that mayor of Vancou-

ver, 1981-86.   Mr. Harcourt helped the province earn its repu-

tation as one of the most liveable places in the world. After 

stepping down from politics, he was appointed by the Prime 

Minister to serve as a member of the National Round Table on the Envi-

ronment and Economy, 1996-2004. There, Mr. Harcourt served on the 

Executive Committee and Chaired the Urban Sustainability Program. He 

was also a federally appointed BC Treaty Commissioner 2003 - 2007 

and was appointed Chair of the Prime Minister's Advisory Committee 

for Cities and Communities mandated to examine the future of Cana-

da’s cities and communities 2003. 

 Mr. Harcourt is the lead faculty of United Way's Public Policy Institute, 

2009 – present. and on and the Advisory Board of Canada’s ECOFISCAL 

Commission. As well, he Chaired Age-Well to improve the quality of life 

for aging Canadians.  He now Chairs the Advisory Board of the STAR 

Research Institute, Science and technology for Aging Seniors at Simon 

Fraser University.   

With his many years of experience, he is a sought-after speaker, and 

consultant, particularly on how to create sustainable cities and com-

munities with smart energy plans.   

Mike currently dedicates his time to numerous initiatives such as sus-

tainability education, Aboriginal economic development, and promoting 

healthy living. He co-chairs Dogwood 25, a collaborative which sup-

ports the academic success of Aboriginal students.  

His decades of leadership have earned Mike numerous accolades in-

cluding the Woodrow Wilson Award for Public Service, the Order of Can-

ada, The Canadian Urban Institute’s Jane Jacobs Lifetime Achievement 

Award and the Freedom of the City and multiple honorary degrees. 

 

POLICY CHANGE IN GUEST ATTENDANCE & FEES 
 

Please note that we have now decided that you can bring any number of 
prospective members to any of our regular meetings.  There will be no guest fee 
for their first visit!  But subsequent visits will cost them $5.00. The Board is trying to 
build up our prospective members list. Removing the current limit of one guest per 

member to any meeting made perfect sense. 
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With both the President and Vice-President away enjoy-
ing warm weather, Past President Peter Scott opened 
the meeting, welcomed the members and guests pre-
sent, especially our speaker, David Haughton.  Two 
new member were introduced by Jim Matkin (see Wel-
come Our New Members on page 3).  Raymond Green-
wood thanked his Greeters and Cashiers.  Bill Hooker 
introduced David Haughton. 
 

David Haughton has two types of paintings. He paints 
landscapes that inspire an emotional reaction like beau-
tiful views of Mount Baker or the scene outside a boat 
window. He also paints humans, although he isn't inter-
ested in the human form, it’s the human psyche and 
history that he attempts to capture in his paintings. Spe-
cifically, he likes to use his paintings to help understand 
the mess that humans get into amongst themselves and 
their environment. In contrast to his scenic paintings, 
these figurative works of his tend to be dark, emotional, 
and intellectual. He is inspired by other artists such as 
Goya and Bosch who paint the agony and confusion of 
humanity unflinchingly in their works. Haughton believes 
that many of the greatest pieces of art created, attempt 
to answer the ever-compelling question of "why is there 
evil?" and furthermore, "is there a God, and if there is, 
why does he allow evil to persist?" While Haughton did 
not start with the intention of painting Angry White Men, 
his search for trying to address these age-old questions 
quickly led him there. While he couldn’t answer the 
questions, he can answer why he paints Angry White 
Men. 
  

Haughton began painting Angry White Men, first as por-
traits, where he was able to use mugshots for inspira-
tion. He then moved on to gangsters and bad guys in 
disguise as other bad guys. Eventually, he moved on to 
drawing a series of bad guys and good guys, a series of 
self-portraits and images of personal friends, to see if it 
was possible to see the difference between good and 
evil people. This eventually led him to painting a series 
of bad guys and victims to see if it was possible to see 
the difference between them. However, in November 
2016, this latest series got sidelined. With the US elec-
tion outcome followed closely by Brexit stemming from 
the rise of populism and growing Islamophobia, white-

identity terrorism, nationalism, and anti-Semitism, 
Haughton realized that painting these victims would be 
presumptuous on his part. As a white guy, he saw it as 
his duty to call other white guys out.  
 

Unfortunately, Haughton was able to find a lot of materi-
al to help him with this journey. He collected much of his 
research through the Southern Poverty Law Centre, 
which has a whole section on their website of all the 
different hate groups, and subgroups of hate groups, 
that have existed over the last decade in the US. 
Through his research and the creation of this series, 

Haughton discovered three flavours of Angry White 
Men. The first type is the Angry White Men of the Street. 
These are generally tattooed gentlemen that you can 
see yelling and flying flags in the street. Generally, 
these men haven't done anything wrong legally, but you 
probably wouldn’t invite them to Sunday brunch. These 
men could be reachable and are most likely just follow-
ing the crowd. It is critical to remember though, that in 
group settings, evil escalates as members bring out one 
another's worst impulses, lose track of individual re-
sponsibility and reinforce one another's wavering faith 
and the broad justifications for what they are doing. 
 

The second flavour of Angry White Men is those who 
have done truly horrible things. Haughton continued his 
previous series of Mugshot paintings. Through this 
work, he concluded that all of these Angry White Men 
have some or all of these common aspects: A history of 
mental illness, history of social isolation/strangeness, 
few friends, come from a broken family, and a history of 
low IQ, mental retardation, or school failure. Most im-
portantly though, these Angry White Men were put into 
situations where they could be controlled. Many of them 
spent the previous several years imbibing hate from in-
ternet sources through prolonged screen-time in hate 
groups. Take for example, the man that killed two Sikhs 
after hearing about how Muslims are terrorists trying to 
implement Shia rule in America. He has done evil, a key 
part of him is probably evil, but he was driven by this 
growing online group mentality to the point where he 
just had to do something.  
 

Finally, there are the Puppet Masters. These are the 
most evil flavour of the Angry White Men. They drive the 
vulnerable to do evil deeds against the innocent for per-
sonal profit, prestige, and power without conscious. 
Haughton is just beginning on this Puppet Masters se-
ries, and it will be very interesting to see what it looks 
like and what he will discover in this process. 
 

Haughton will be exhibiting both his landscape series 
and the Angry White Men series at the Visual Space 
Gallery in Dunbar this fall, and the Probus Club of 
Vancouver is warmly invited to attend the reception. 
 

Websites of interest: 
https://www.haughton-art.ca/ 
https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map 
 

Recommended Reading: 
Evil: Inside Human Violence and Cruelty by Roy F. 
Baumeister 
 

"Great art shows reality unflinchingly." 

Report of the February 11th Meeting 

Attendance:  160 Members and Guests 
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Having just returned from Australia, a PROBUS 
greeting has to give way to “Good dai, mites”! 
And to thank Peter for holding the fort in my 
absence by saying to him, “Your blood’s worth 
bottling” which, to interpret, is an Aussie slang 
"said to someone that has done something excel-

lent and that you admire!” More simply and sincerely, Peter, 
thank you! 
While Down Under, I was able to contact Silvana Martignago, 
CEO, Probus South Pacific Limited (Tel. Aus: 1300 630 488, 
NZ: 0800 1477 6287; direct email: sil-
vanam@probussouthpacific.org). I am hoping to use this contact 
as an initial step for our Travel Club to share with members, 
and a follow up likewise with Probus Clubs in the UK. These 
are countries in which Probus has flourished. Members travel-
ling to any of them who are interested to learn about Probus in 
a particular city will have relevant contact information. 
The Economist has just published an obituary on The Man 
who knew. Dr. Li Wienliang, one of the first to raise the alarm 
about a new coronavirus, was a busy young ophthalmologist at 
Wuhan Central Hospital. He was reported to share every pass-
ing observation online. On December 30th he inserted a post 
about an odd cluster of pneumonia cases at the hospital. They 
were unexplained but the patients were in quarantine, and they 
had all worked in the same place, the pungent stalls of the local 
seafood market. This suggested person-to-person transmission 
to him, raising the spectre of the SARS virus of 2002-3 which 
had killed more than 700 people. He warned his colleagues at 
Wuhan University and posted, “seven cases of SARS in the 
Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market.” He made the mistake of 
assuming it initially as SARS. He was summoned for a dressing 
down at the hospital and on January 3rd. at the police station, 
accused of spreading rumours and subverting the social order. 
His licence to practise was not revoked, however. On January 
8th, an 82-year-old patient presented to him with acute glauco-
ma and, because she had no fever, he treated her without wear-
ing a mask. She too ran a stall in the market. She had a loss of 
appetite and lung lesions suggesting viral pneumonia. Dr.Li had 
begun to cough by January 10th. The next day, he began to 
wear an N95 mask to protect his family and sent them to his in-
laws 200 miles away. He became increasingly ill and, sadly, suc-
cumbed to this new infection on February 7th at the age of 33. 
Following the tradition of excellence in medical practice, despite 
his career as an extremely busy ophthalmologist, his outstanding 
sense of observation of the health of other members in his 
community was extraordinary in our modern age of ultra-
specialized medicine, recalling the golden era of Oslerian medi-
cal philosophy. 
Back to Australia, we were glad to have had the opportunity of 
attending a charity T20 cricket match at the Adelaide Oval to 
raise funds for the ravaging wildfires, amounting to the figure as 
shown in the picture. The entrance to the stadium has a distin-
guished statue of “The Don” (Sir Donald Bradman, the famed 
Australian cricketer of many years ago.)    
  

THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARY 
Rotarians' Investment Club 

Our next Meeting will be on Thursday, March 26th, 2020, at the 
RVYC at 3811 Point Grey Road, commencing at 6.30 pm sharp, 

with a no-host bar at 6.00 pm. 
  

Requests to attend are welcome from Probus Members who are 
open to the prospect of joining our Club, by contacting our Presi-
dent, Richard Higgins, by email at  “ bravo@shaw.ca “ (or 604-

736-7596 - but please – not by texting ) by Tuesday, March 24th, 
as we must give RVYC the exact head count as we get charged 
for "no-shows". Please bring a cheque for $75.00 for the excellent 

3 course dinner including dinner wine etc. 
  

At the time of publication, our Guest Speaker has not been con-
firmed, but we are expecting to have a senior member of Odlum 
Brown Ltd., Vancouver owned investment advisors since 1923, 
who manage our account (although Club members make the buy/
sell decisions at our monthly meetings). Confirmation will be pro-
vided to Probus Members requesting information about our next 
meeting, usually emailed on the weekend before each meeting. 

 

 Please contact me for information about our Investment Club 
which was formed in April 1998 by members of your Probus Club 

and the Rotary Club of Vancouver. 
John Sullivan, Membership Chair, R.I.C. 

johnws@telus.net—Office D.L: 604-714-4773 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday 

each month (except July and August) at the White Spot, 

Georgia & Cardero. 
Upcoming books we will discuss:  

 

March 4– One Giant Leap: The Impossible Mission That Flew Us to the 

Moon by Charles Fishman  
 

April 1—Prague Spring by Simon Mawer  
 

  
 

For further informa-on contact Ken Yule at kjyqc@shaw.ca or 
604-266-4563.  

Thanks to our March 
Member Services Team 
Chris Finch & Bill Thomas 

Ted Trevor-Smith & Peter Stigings 

Welcome Our New Members 
 

 

David Seccombe 

Medical Biochemist 
 
 

Ed O’Brien 

Dentist 
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VANCOUVER  SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

 

 

A  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pmA  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pmA  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pmA  UNIQUE VSO EXPERIENCE  5:30 pm to 8 pm    
APRIL 30 – Thursday 5:30 pm – Join the VSO for happy hour in the Orpheum at 5:30 pm  
a shorter format of two compositions instead of three and no intermission.   
General admission Concert at 6:30 pm hosted and introduced by the conductor in a casual atmos-
phere.  Then mix and mingle with VSO musicians after the performance, 
Bernstein On the Town:  Three dance episodes 

GERSHWIN Porgy & Bess    Purchase no later than Mar 27 
 

 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 

 

Phone # _______________________  Email _____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

$23.75 formerly $28.75 

Unique Experience – General Admission - Seating orchestra level only    # of seats_____ 

 

 

 

WHICH PROBUS CLUB?  Men’s____   Women’s____   Mixed____ 

 

 

Cheques only accepted - made out to the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 

 

 

Mail to: 
Estelle Jacobson, 1192 Nanton Avenue, Vancouver, V6H 2C5    Phone 604-259-1091 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  March, 2020 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE ARE NO 
EXCHANGES AND NO REFUNDS FOR 
THESE SPECIALLY PRICED TICKETS!! 
ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS. 
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