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Speaker: 

A universal therapy for SARS-CoV2 

           variants  

NEWSLETTER 
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Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

October, 2014 NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER 

 

April 12: John MacLaughlan Gray, 
Canadian Author, composer and per-
former. 
 

Topic: John will discuss his latest 
book, Vile Spirits, a thriller set in 
1920s Vancouver 

www.probusvancouver.com March, 2022 

JOSEF PENNINGER 

Josef Martin Penninger, born in Gurten, Austria, is a world-renowned 
geneticist and the                  Canada 150 Research Chair in Functional Genetics. 
Dr. Penninger is currently the Director of the Life Sciences Institute 
(LSI) at the University of British Columbia. He studied medicine at the 
University of Innsbruck in Austria. From 1990 to 1994 he worked as 

post-doctoral fellow at the Ontario Cancer Institute, thereafter until 2002 at the De-
partment of Immunology and Medical Biophysics at the University of Toronto. As             
Principal Investigator of Amgen, his independent lab contributed to the develop-
ment of            the antibody Denosumab for bone loss and also found the first connection 
for RANKL to          mammary gland development in pregnancy and breast cancer. In 
2002, he moved to Vienna, Austria to start and develop the Institute of Molecular 
Biotechnology of the Austrian Academy of Sciences (IMBA), which has become one 
of the prime research centers in the world. Dr. Penninger envisions to recreate this 
environment at the LSI to nurture and train the best and brightest young minds of 
UBC scholars. His major accomplishments include pioneering insights into the mo-
lecular basis of osteoporosis and breast cancer, and demonstrating a critical role for 
ACE2 as the cellular receptor for               the SARS Coronavirus infections and linking ACE2 
to lung failure in such infections. He has published extensively in several multidisci-
plinary scientific journals, with over 60 publications in Cell, Nature, and Science. Josef 
has received numerous awards including the Wittgenstein Prize of the Austrian Fed-
eral Government, the Descartes Prize for Research, the Ernst Jung Prize for Medical 
Excellence, the Innovator Award of the US Department of Defense, and the Austri-
an Cross of Honor for Science and Art First Class. 

A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PROBUS CLUB OF 
VANCOUVER HAS BEEN CALLED FOR 10:00 A.M. ON 

TUESDAY, MARCH 15 VIA ZOOM, TO CONSIDER AND VOTE 
ON A SPECIAL RESOLUTION AMENDING OUR BYLAWS TO 
REMOVE THE PROVISION LIMITING MEMBERSHIP TO 

MEN – SEE THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ON PAGE 3 FOR LINKS 
TO THE NOTICE OF MEETING (WITH THE SPECIAL 
RESOLUTION) AND THE AMENDED BYLAWS.   

 PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS VERY 
IMPORTANT MEETING! 
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Jack Zaleski opened the Zoom session at 9:30 with the breakout 
rooms and started the meeting at 10:00 passing the mic over to 
President Tim.  Following the customary amusing story, Tim an-
nounced that a special meeting of the club was planned for March 
15, details of which can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  
David Scott, the District 2 representative on the board of PRO-
BUS Canada, read a message from them congratulating our club 
on its 25th anniversary in February. Richard Earthy gave us a brief 
summary of Activities either happening or planned.  Tim then 
asked Chris Finch to introduce our speaker, Dr. Jason Ellis. 
Professor Jason Ellis of UBC’s Faculty of Education joined the 
club to talk about the post-pandemic future of education. He 
shared insights on three big topics, including the role of technolo-
gy in education, Indigenous education, and provincial educational 
spending.  
Thomas Edison once claimed that teachers would be replaced by 
the exciting new technology of the day, motion pictures. Now 
with the surge of virtual at-home learning forced upon class-
rooms by the pandemic, there are once again talks about how 
technology will be revolutionizing the education system. Howev-
er, just as movies didn’t render teachers obsolete, post-pandemic 
technology isn’t predicted to lead to greatly alter the education 
system either. History shows us that technology is additive to 
existing tried-and-true educational practices. For example, kin-
dergartners today with all of the modern-day technologies availa-
ble, still participate in the activities of decades ago, except now 
when they present their show-and-tells, they use an interactive 
digital smartboard. Teachers also provide progress reports to 
parents, but now they use their smartphones and messaging ser-
vices like Microsoft Teams to share photos of their students di-
rectly with parents on a daily basis. Educators are very attached 
to existing teaching practices and while they may incorporate 
new technologies as a tool to enhance their curriculums, the 
core of their teaching will likely not change much anytime soon. 
While the small shifts in technology may not be revolutionary, a 
big change is predicted in the area of Indigenous education. This 
critical change has been a long time coming and merely delivers 
on demands that Indigenous people within Canada have been 
making since confederation; that is to have quality schooling serv-
ing Indigenous peoples’ needs, in Indigenous communities, orga-
nized on Indigenous terms.  
Treaties were a means to extinguish Indigenous land titles so that 
settlers could legally take up these lands. However, for the Indig-
enous peoples, treaties served as a means to survive the eco-
nomic collapse, appropriation of lands, violence, disease, and fam-
ine brought on by settlers. Essentially, treaties were regarded as 
an opportunity to prepare their children for an uncertain and 
terrifying future. For this reason, First Nations often asked to 
include a promise for schooling in these treaties and other agree-
ments. Importantly, these requests for schooling never entailed 
the repression and loss of Indigenous languages and cultures like 
the incredibly damaging and abusive Indian Residential School 
system practiced. 
 In 1950, intense pressure from Indigenous leaders finally led to 
the creation of a joint committee between the Canadian Senate 

and the House of Commons looking at Indigenous Affairs in Can-
ada. In response to the detrimental effects of the deep inequali-
ties present in the Indigenous educational system, they began to 
integrate Indigenous youth into provincial public schools. Howev-
er, the Assembly of First Nations (then known as the National 
Indian Brotherhood) pushed further by releasing the Indian Con-
trol of Indian Education, which remains one of the most im-
portant education policy documents in Canadian history today. 
This policy asked the provinces to cede education authority, gov-
ernance, and policy-making privileges to Indigenous peoples 
themselves as the best judges of the proper education of their 
youth. This policy envisioned a system that would give Indigenous 
youth the knowledge to understand and feel pride in themselves 
and gain the knowledge to understand the world around them 
through culturally-sensitive education receptive to Indigenous 
peoples’ beliefs and ideas while also permitting Indigenous chil-
dren to meet Canadian settler children on the same terms and 
equal ground. It’s taken a long time, but new agreements that 
give control of Indigenous educational policies, laws, and curricu-
lums back to First Nations are becoming more common. Just last 
month the Cowichan tribes signed such an agreement. As many 
Indigenous communities are building more capacity and with so 
many more Indigenous young adults now attending universities 
and colleges for their teaching degrees,  the opportunity for a 
long-awaited revolution in Indigenous education is very possible.  
While Indigenous education funding has generally been a federal 
responsibility, public K-12 education falls under provincial juris-
diction. This spending will be a topic of much consideration and 
debate in the coming post-pandemic years. Since the 1970s, 
spending on public education has consistently grown. Though 
provincial governments over the decades have tried to use legis-
lation to rein spending, they have seldom been successful. Adjust-
ing for inflation, public school expenditures have increased by 
$3.3 billion or 250% between 1970 and 2020. While overall oper-
ational spending has increased significantly, enrollment in the pub-
lic K-12 education system is only 110% of enrollment in 1970. 
This increase in expenditure over the years is a result of more 
teachers being hired. The province’s pupil-teacher ratio plummet-
ed from 22.5 in 1972 to 14.5 today. The BC Teachers’ Federation 
has worked diligently towards getting class size and composition 
caps into teachers’ contracts which can cause significant spending 
increases for little benefit when applied rigidly.  
While increased spending in the public education system is gener-
ally a good thing, the BCTF’s 50-year winning streak may be com-
ing to an end shortly as the province recovers from the effects of 
the pandemic. In particular, BC’s public healthcare system will 
require significant funds to manage surgery backlogs and 
healthcare worker burnout. Unfortunately, with a limited budget, 
the province will have to decide whether it wants to prioritize 
the healthcare system or the education system. Will it be knee 
replacements or early learning programs?  

 

Report of the February 8th Meeting 

Attendance:  65 Members and Guests 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 
 

Our next meeting will be held at RVYC at 
6pm on Thursday Feb 24th. 

We will have the pleasure of hearing 

Wayne Fraser, President of the Vancouver Rotary 
Club, discussing CUE PATH innovation which is a 
privately held start-up company that involves a 

system to improve adherence to medication 

regimes, Compliance for Seniors with Dementia. 
His team has solid experience in this field coming 

from Wolf EMR and from Telus. 
 

We will be enjoying a 3-course dinner with a lovely 
wine pairing as well as presenting some stocks for 
our members to vote on whether or not we want to 
invest in them and we invite new prospective 

members to join us. 
 

We continue to watch the financial markets 

fluctuate and have a keen eye on our chosen 
stocks. Our Investment Club is a great place to 

gather or deepen your knowledge of stocks, REITs, 
bonds, and financial trends. We always enjoy a 
lovely meal and fellowship with our members. 

You are welcome to join us! 
  

Our meetings are held monthly at 6:00 pm on the 
last Thursday of the month, and last for 

about 3 hours. 
 

If you would like to attend our next meeting 

or any meeting thereafter, 
please RSVP by emailing me. 

Gabby Dickert, Membership Chair 
gabrielledickert@gmail.com 

778-668-9361 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB  

During the current �me of physical 

spacing, The Book Club will meet at 9:00 

a.m. on the first Wednesday each month via Zoom. 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  

Mar 2—Keep Sharp: Build a Be+er Brain at any Age 

by Sanjay Gupta 
 

Apr 6—The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben  
 

  
For further informa�on contact Ken Yule at 

kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563. 
 
 

Ken will send out the invita�on to join the mee�ng. 

Under PROBUS Canada’s guidelines, 

when a new PROBUS club is created 

it can be set up as a men’s club, a 

women’s club or a combined men’s 

and women’s club. 

When our founding members started 

our Club in 1997 it was created as a men’s club.   

Of the 14 PROBUS clubs currently in the lower main-

land, 4 are women only, we and 2 others are men on-

ly, and 7 are combined. 

Our board recently received a suggestion that our 

Club should consider changing from a men-only club 

to a combined club.   

This could only be done by amending our bylaws to 

remove the provision restricting membership to men.  

And the bylaws can only be amended by a special res-

olution – that is, a resolution passed by a two-thirds 

majority of the votes cast at a duly called special gen-

eral meeting.  Our Bylaws do not permit voting by 

proxy at general meetings.  

The board was divided on whether or not we should 

remove the gender restriction, but a clear majority 

favoured putting the questions to you, the members, 

for you to decide. 

To this end, we are calling a special general meeting of 

the members by way of a Zoom call at 10:00 a.m. 

on Tuesday, March 15.  The plan at that meeting is 

to provide an opportunity for questions and discus-

sion, and then conduct a vote of the members to de-

termine if the required two-thirds majority is in fa-

vour of the change.  The voting will be done using 

Zoom in what will effectively be a secret ballot pro-

cess. 

The Notice of Meeting, which includes the text of the 

special resolution, is posted on our website 

(click here) together with a copy of the Amended By-

laws (click here) referenced in the special resolution, 

and a black-lined copy of those Amended Bylaws (click 

here), highlighting the changes that will result if the 

special resolution is approved by the required two-

thirds majority I urge all members to participate in 

this very important decision by attending and voting at 

the March 15 Zoom meeting! 
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A;er his cap�va�ng presenta�on on the talented Horace Wrinch last January, author and fellow Probus Club member, Geoff Myne+, joined 

us once again, this �me to share some stories from his new books, Murders on the Skeena: True Crime in the Old Canadian West 1884-1914 

and Pinkertons Hunt for Simon Gunanoot. In par�cular, Geoff shared the stories of Charley Youmans, William Adam Gordon, Simon Gun-

anoot, and John May gathered from historian sources and presented from a historian's perspec�ve. 

 

Charley Youmans and his Fatal Procras na on 

Charley Youmans was a trader with a small store in Hazleton. In May of 1884, he was bringing up some cargo in a canoe on the Skeena River. 

The mighty Skeena River was one of the few ways in and out of roadless Hazleton at the �me. As they passed through the Kitselas Canyon, a 

large swell in the beastly river took out Bill Evans, a young Gitxsan man and one of Charley's crewmen. Under Gitxsan law, Charley was re-

quired to go to Bill's family at once to inform them of the accident and provide compensa�on for their loss. Charley failed to report the acci-

dent to the family in a �mely manner, and he was assumed to have played a role in Charley's death, which under Gitxsan law, meant that 

the boy's family could take ac�on. On June 6th, Charley was standing on his porch when a man named Hartq stabbed him in the neck with a 

knife that he was hiding in his jacket as payback for Bill's death. Charley staggered home, where he died from his injuries.  

The people of Hazelton didn't know whether to follow Gitxsan law in this instance or the Law of the Land. Upon the town's request, the pro-

vincial government sent up two police officers and a magistrate. Hartq was arrested in the middle of a huge crowd of Indigenous people and 

taken downriver for a trial. At the trial, the jury didn't accept the Gitxsan law and convicted Hartq of murder. Given the verdict, the judge 

was forced to sentence Hartq to death by hanging. Unhappy about the jury's decision, the judge wrote the Governor-General to consider 

commu�ng Hartq's sentence as he had no knowledge of the Law of the Land. His le+er worked, and the Governor-General altered Hartq's 

punishment to imprisonment. 

 

William Adam Gordon and the Missing Corpse 

Isaac Jones, a Welshman and William Gordon, a Scot, met working as miners in Nanaimo. In 1887, they decided to head off to the Omineca 

Mountains to search for gold. Jones had about $1,200. While Gordon had no money, he brought knowledge. However, Gordon was a bit 

unbalanced, and over the course of the three-month journey, the rela�onship between the two men became strained. They eventually 

reached the Omineca Mountains. One day, the two men set out on a prospect, but when Gordon returned, Jones wasn't with him. 

Gordon claimed that Jones had gone back south and asked him to sell his things for him, including his tent and coat. Rumours quickly began 

to spread about Gordon's involvement with Jones’ disappearance. Unfortunately, no one was able to find Jones' body. Due to an error in 

sentencing in Chipping, Campden, a small village in England, years earlier, a decision was made that prevented anyone from being put on 

trial for a murder trial without a body. So, Gordon was instead charged and tried for the the; of Jones' possessions. He served seven months 

and disappeared upon his release, likely geLng away with murder. 

 

James Kirby, Simon Gunanoot and Six Days in June 

Simon Gunanoot is perhaps one of the most famous outlaws in the province's history. He was a well-respected and talented Gitxsan man 

who ran at least one store in the area. One night he went to a bar for a drink where he got into a fight with Alex Macintosh, a man with a 

nasty reputa�on. Gunanoot escaped the fight, swearing that he'd be back to kill Macintosh. When Macintosh's body was found the following 

morning, the police assumed that Gunanoot was the murderer. On their search for Gunanoot, they came upon another body. James Kirby, 

the town’s only police officer, assembled a posse to search for Gunanoot. However, their efforts were fu�le as many people in the town, 

including some who were part of the search party, were friends with Gunanoot. Gunanoot was able to escape to the hills, where he lived as 

an outlaw for 13 years before surrendering himself in 1919. Many people helped keep his secret, and he became a symbol of resistance for 

the Gitxsan people. Gunanoot was acqui+ed and was able to return to Hazelton, where he con�nued his life un�l his death in the 1930s. 

 

John May and the Blood-Stained Shirt 

In September 1914, Bert Taylor was living in New Hazleton. He was a guard for one of the bridges along the Skeena River. One morning, Bert 

took the cable ferry into Hazelton, where he hit up the bar, had a meal, a haircut, and bought some bo+les of booze. He returned to the fer-

ry where he was seen drinking with some people, one of whom crossed over with him on a boat, John May. The following day, Bert was 

found dead with cuts all over his body. Police found several of John May's items near Bert's body including a blood-stained shirt. With Mays 

as their main suspect, they went over to his home. Upon seeing the police, John May, in his hungover state, blurted out, "Who squealed on 

me?". John was tried and convicted for murder; however, his case went to the Court of Appeal for a technical error on the rules around 

cross-examina�on. A split decision earned him a new trial. Despite all of the circumstan�al evidence against him, John May was acqui+ed in 

this second trial. 

 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  March, 2022 

Summary of the Geoff Mynett’s Presentation at the January 8th Meeting 
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SOMETHING ABOUT ACTIVITIES 
 

The Bikers Group 

Starting around the end of March, rides in Ladner and Port Coquitlam averaging 15 to 20 k are 
in the plans. In the meantime, rather than exercising their legs, they’re working on their elbows 
and upper arms, meeting every couple of weeks for lunch (and perhaps a beer) at The Local 
Public Eatery at 2210 Cornwall Street in Kitsilano.  All are welcome—contact Bill Hooker at 
mayneid@yahoo.com for dates and times of lunches and Bobby Nash at 
rencan2018@gmail.com to receive emails of upcoming rides 

 

The Penthouse Nightclub Back-of-House Tour 
This is still a pending activity waiting for a relaxing of Covid protocols. 
 

A John Atkin Walk 

We have booked a walking tour of Shaughnessy with John for Tuesday, May 17.  Information 
on the location where to meet up and how to reserve will be in the April newsletter. 
 

A Tour of The Ismaili Centre in Burnaby 

This is still under discussion with the Centre but so far, they are still not offering tours.  
 

A Non-Combative Tennis Tournament 
This also is still being worked on by Bill and Hugh  
 

Lawn Bowling and Croquet 
No details yet but it’s under consideration 

 

A Short Afternoon Sail 
Subject to member interest, this may happen in May 

 

Other Ideas 

The following ideas are being pursued by the committee, all subject to member interest: 
Bard on the Beach 

A Tour of Some Chinese Restaurants 

An Evening at a Canucks Game 

A Tour of the Capilano Watershed 

A Wine and Chocolate Tasting 

 

 

Anyone who has an idea for an activity, either by Zoom or in-person, is welcome to reach out 
to Richard Earthy at rdearthy@telus.net.  Maybe you have been on a wonderful trip, back 
when those were possible, and would like to share your photos and/or videos with a group of 
our members. 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  March, 2022 
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After a lengthy long-distance relationship, mostly via 
Zoom, she invites him to visit her at her home in 
Montegranaro, the shoe designing capital of Italy, to 
help celebrate her significant birthday.  As he wants 
to buy her a special and expensive birthday present, 
he searches the internet for the cheapest way to get 
there, which is to fly from Bellingham to Salt Lake 
City with Southwest Airlines, and from there direct-
ly to Rome.  

https://youtu.be/TxNrizGdhtY  

 
 
The gorgeous Bianca meets him at Leonardo da Vin-
ci International Airport with her red Ferrari and in 
no time at all, they arrive in Montegranaro.  The 
next day, the day before her birthday, our hero tells 
Bianca that he needs to buy her present and so she 
takes him to her favourite shoe designer. 

https://youtu.be/-THGIPMkM3s 
 
 
 
After a wonderful but expensive trip, Pete’s most af-
fordable route home takes him to Florida. Now, 
Pete has heard of a phenomenon of how wild dol-
phins have found a unique way of catching fish. This 
he has to see so he takes the bus from Miami to 
New Smyrna Beach where these highly intelligent 
animals hunt in the very shallow waters of Ponce In-
let nearby. 

https://youtu.be/-THGIPMkM3s  

 

THIS MONTH’S PETE’S PICKS 
An activities committee initiative by Peter (“Pete”) Jefferson 

Pete was searching on eharmony.com for someone with whom to spend his 

life when he found the young Italian “Signorina”, Bianca.  

After a lengthy long-distance relationship, mostly via 
Zoom, she invites him to visit her at her home in 
Montegranaro, the shoe designing capital of Italy, to 
help celebrate her significant birthday.  As he wants 
to buy her a special and expensive birthday present, 
he searches the internet for the cheapest way to get 
there, which is to fly from Bellingham to Salt Lake 
City with Southwest Airlines, and from there direct-
ly to Rome.  

https://youtu.be/TxNrizGdhtY  

 
 
The gorgeous Bianca meets him at Leonardo da 
Vinci International Airport with her red Ferrari and 
in no time at all, they arrive in Montegranaro.  The 
next day, the day before her birthday, our hero tells 
Bianca that he needs to buy her present and so she 
takes him to her favourite shoe designer. 

https://youtu.be/I2nhsqz2fcQ  

 
 
 
After a wonderful but expensive trip, Pete’s most 
affordable route home takes him to Florida. Now, 
Pete has heard of a phenomenon of how wild 
dolphins have found a unique way of catching fish. 
This he has to see so he takes the bus from Miami 
to New Smyrna Beach where these highly intelligent 
animals hunt in the very shallow waters of Ponce 
Inlet nearby. 

https://youtu.be/-THGIPMkM3s  
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This Month’s Quote 

“I couldn’t live without Champagne. 

In victory, I deserve it. 

In defeat, I need it” 

Winston Churchill 

RESERVED FOR 
GREEN VEHICLES 

After a very bad day on the course that took over 5 hours to complete, a 
Scotsman was sitting at the club bar staring at his drink when a large, trouble-
making golfer that was in the foursome behind him steps up, grabs his drink 
and gulps it down in one swig and menacingly says; 
“Thanks Scotty, whatcha going to do about it?" 
The Scotsman bursts into tears.  “Come on man," the oaf says, "I didn't think 
you'd CRY. I can’t stand to see a man crying. What’s your problem?"  "This was 
my worst game of golf in my life," he said.  “In addition I'm a complete failure. I 
was late to a meeting yesterday and my boss fired me.  And when I went to the 
parking lot, I found my car had been stolen and I’m obviously too thrifty to 
have any insurance. Then a Scots worst nightmare, I left my wallet in the cab I 
took home. And once home, I found my wife in bed with the postman and then 
my dog bit me.  So here I am at the bar trying to work up the courage to put 
an end to it all. I just bought this drink, dropped a capsule in it and was sitting 
here watching the poison dissolve, when you showed up and drank the whole 
damn thing!” 
"But enough about me, how's your day going?" 

THE MARCH AMUSEMENTS PAGE! 

“Face it, Fred, you’re lost!” 




