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UPCOMING EVENTS

Next Meeting: May 14th, 2013

June 25th — Walking Tour of
West End

Time: 9:30 am
Location: H.R. MacMillian Planetarium and
Space Centre, Lower Level
Speaker: Jim Robson
Topic: Balls, Bats and Blue Lines

FUTURE SPEAKERS
June 11th — Peter Bernard
Topic: Tanker Traffic
July 9th — Andre Gerolymatos
Topic: Syria & Middle East

JIM ROBSON
To the majority
of British Columbians over
the age of 50,
the name Jim
Robson is synonymous with
hockey, more
specifically,
hockey broadcasts. He was born in Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan in 1935 and graduated
from Maple Ridge High School in 1952,
whereupon he immediately embarked
on his career in sport’s broadcasting
which lasted until his retirement in 1999,
47 years later.
During this remarkable career,
Jim worked for 7 different radio and television stations from Port Alberni to Vancouver. He covered all aspects of
sport’s broadcasting but is best known
for his 24 years of broadcasting Vancouver Canucks games on the CKNW radio
station, including their very first game as
an NHL team on October 9, 1970, when
he did the play-by-play for the Hockey
Night in Canada TV broadcast.
Throughout his career, he called more

than 2,000 NHL games and broadcast 4
Stanley Cup Finals and 5 All-Star
games; he never missed a broadcast
due to illness.
However, his knowledge of
hockey isn’t Jim’s only attribute. For 5
years from 1960 to 1964, he broadcast
the BC Lions Football games and for 12
years, the Vancouver Mounties Baseball
games. He also demonstrated his versatility by broadcasting other activities
such as high-school basketball, track
and field and golf. It is this amazing
range of abilities that has earned Jim at
least 10 prestigious awards; BC Broadcaster of the Year in 1980, The Jake Milford Award in 1990, Induction into the
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1992, The Jack
Diamond Award for Vancouver Sports
Personality of the Year in 1996, Induction into the BC Hockey Hall of Fame in
1998 and 2 years later, into the BC
Sports Hall of Fame. He is also a member of the Canadian Association Broadcasters, the Ridge-Meadows and the
Vancouver Baseball Media Halls of
Fame. In 2011 Jim was awarded the
Order of British Columbia.
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Trauma causes 10% of all deaths and the first 60
minutes in the emergency room are crucial for
diagnosis and management. The Rapid Imaging
Protocolin Trauma (RIPIT) allows one breath
whole body CT scans, saving critical time.

Report of the April 9th Meeting
Attendance: 181 Members and Guests

President Wayne Audette called the meeting to
order at 10:00 am, welcoming all members and
guest speaker Dr. Bruce Forster, whose impressive biography appears in the April newsletter.
He also introduced Patricia McCuaig and Callie
Wong who, with assistance from Probus Canada
director Bill Sexsmith, are planning to start a new
Probus club in Vancouver. Ken Yule acted as
Secretary.
Norm Leach introduced three new members (see
”Welcome New Members”).
Don Newman introduced the speaker, Dr. Bruce
Forster, who addressed “Medical Imaging in the
21st Century: Diagnosis, Prognosis and Therapy”,
illustrating his talk with slides. Dr. Forster described many advances in radiology which result
in its current usage in diagnosis (including sometimes earlier diagnosis than is otherwise perceivable), identification of the precise site of a tumour
or blockage, and delivery of treatment. He explained a number of situations in which the radiologist not only interprets test results but also participates in treatment which produces better outcomes and quality of life for the patients.
Infertility afflicts 20-35% of western couples. Fallopian tube recanalization with guidewire and
catheter produces a pregnancy rate of 15-55%
when the problem is caused by a blockage of the
woman’s tubes.
Liver cancer can be treated with radiotherapy, via
a catheter through the femoral artery to the liver
cancer mass, which can deliver a higher dose of
radiation chemotherapy, freezing, ablation or microwave locally with fewer side effects.
Gout (acute inflammatory arthritis) afflicts 1-2% of
the population. Computed tomography (CT) with
advanced software highlights gouty deposits, and
can identify and measure improvement and residue.
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Focal areas of bone cancer can be treated using
imaging to place a needle in the lesion, destroying the cancer with freezing or frying to relieve
pain, and filling the resulting bone cavity with cement to restore bone strength, thereby improving
the patient’s quality of life.
Injecting microbubbles enables ultrasound (US)
enhancement of a tumour without radiation and
using US insertion of a needle into the tumour to
permit freezing or frying to destroy the tumour.
Osteoarthritis (joint pain, swelling and stiffness)
afflicts 10% of Canadians, and currently there is
an epidemic of joint replacement. Research is
ongoing into early detection by imaging, which
would allow conservative treatment and potentially early drug intervention. MRIs give a biochemical picture of the joint cartilage, which
means problems can be seen before they are otherwise detectable.
Coronary artery disease has been treated by cardiac catheterization, which is invasive. A coronary CT angiogram, after injection of a dye into
the arm, is quick and noninvasive in patients with
suspect heart vessel blockage.
Radiation has been reduced from 30 units in 2005
to 0.5 units in 2012, the sun background in Vancouver being 2 units.
Brain attacks, or strokes, require treatment within
six hours. 80% are caused by a clot in the vessel
or a clot that originates elsewhere and lodges in
the vessel. A CT angiogram isolates the vessel,
then a catheter with contrast material can identify
the blockage point, and a wire through the catheter can break up the clot. The fragmented clot is
then sucked out. This is faster and more efficient
than chemicals mechanically dissolving the clot.
Many people are unaware of these and other advances in radiology and its contribution to medical
diagnosis and treatment.

Probus Club Of Vancouver May 2013

Dr. Forster then responded to questions. With respect to access and cost, trauma, heart, stroke and
cancer patients are very well treated. Other
chronic non life threatening conditions have long
waitlists. The radiology equipment is expensive to
obtain and update, but it is not being operated to
capacity.
It is difficult to prove the efficacy of mammography
screening; the starting age, frequency and duration
are controversial. The dosage of radiation is very
low, but there are false positives. Dr. Forster suggests an annual mammogram from age 40 to 70 or
75, especially if there is a family history.
With regard to screening for lung cancer in smokers, low dose screening CTs of 20 pack-year
smokers (one pack a day for 20 years or two packs
a day for 10 years) finds cancer earlier than chest
X-rays and improves outcomes. It is unclear how
long after quitting screening is effective, or how
effective screening is for secondary smoke.
Screening for Alzheimer’s is at an exciting stage
but not yet developed. Imaging has been disappointing for early diagnosis. There is some promise on the functional side in identifying the area of
abnormality, but the drug to be delivered has not
yet been identified.
There are imaging guidelines for which tests or
treatments should be given and when, which attempt to balance cost and both personal and social
efficacy.
The radiologist is a consultant in the proper choice
of imaging study and possible imaging invasive
treatment, who communicates the appropriateness
of various optional programs to the referring physicians. The radiologist’s role is to choose the right
test, do it correctly, and often participate in the
treatment.
Bob Nugent thanked Dr. Forster for his knowledgeable, humorous, cutting edge presentation. Dr
Forster is donating his honorarium to the UBC Radiology Academic Enhancement Fund.
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 am.

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Vice President Jon Collins has
prepared a summary of the
recent member survey, and his
report is included elsewhere in
this Newsletter. Thank you to
those members whose feedback was an important element in planning and improving the annual Presidents’ Luncheon. Further details of the survey results will be available on the
web site.
Immediate Past President Don Newman chairs our
Nominating Committee, and recommendations will
be presented at the next Management Committee
meeting. We have canvassed a large number of
members, and several have already agreed to either Chair, or participate as a member of, a Committee. If you have not yet been approached, but
would like to know more about the many opportunities to serve your Club, please contact Don, Jon
Collins or yours truly. Succession planning is vital
to ensure our Society can continue to organize and
present first class meetings, speakers and activities. Committee duties are not onerous, so please
consider joining the team.
Jim Robson will speak about “Sports in Vancouver”
at our May meeting. In June, prominent maritime
lawyer Peter Bernard will share his perspectives on
tanker traffic and maritime safety.
Please introduce yourself if we happen to meet in
the hallways of the auditorium at any future meeting.

IN MEMORIAM
It is with regret we announce the passing of Bill
Janzen on October 10th, 2012 and Lionel Fund
on April 18th, 2013. Our condolences to their
families. Donations will be made in their memory by Probus to St. David United Church
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Results of the Presidents’ Luncheon Survey of Members
In order to gain feedback about the Presidents’ Luncheon held October 9th, 2012, surveys of 102
attendees and 242 non-attendees accessible by email were carried out over the internet. Results
are considered statistically valid with 69 attendees and 107 non-attendees responding. The numbers below are based upon the responses from attendees. Responses from non-attendees were
similar. (Complete information about the surveys has been posted on our website).
Respondents were very positive about questions pertaining to attendance; date of meeting; the venue (Marine Drive Golf Club) and cost with all responses over 90% in favour (100%
claiming cost was not an issue).
The Question on food and service saw 84% saying it was satisfactory, but there were 11
comments mentioning slow and disorganized service or that there were not enough servers.
Seven comments mentioned that the salmon was cold or overcooked and 2 said they were specifically disenchanted with the food.
Regarding holding the luncheon in a different month, 85% favoured October.
On the issue of inviting spouses, 87% are in favour and 83% do not want to revert back to a
“members’ only” event.
Question 5 “Was the guest speaker satisfactory?”, sparked the highest level of discontent
with only 58% of the respondents voting yes. This question also elicited double the number of
comments of any other “yes-no” question, with 32 commenting. Thirteen of these comments indicated that the speaker was not up to our usual standard and 9 felt that the topic was too broad or
too complicated for this type of audience. Seven comments were made that the microphone was
an issue and four pointed out that the program was too long and unfair to the speaker. The final
question of the survey asked for other comments and suggestions. A very positive and supportive
attitude of the membership towards the concept of Presidents’ Luncheons was revealed. Twenty
four commented, one-third suggesting shortening the “business part of the meeting” and schedule
the speaker before lunch.
Other comments mentioned in the final question: increased servers for the meal; provide
more opportunity for Presidents to mix with members; speaker on long side of room to improve
layout; mixer for pre-lunch reception and the importance of quality speaker selection – need humour and not too serious a subject.

Conclusions and Recommendations:

The responses to the survey questions show pretty clearly that there is overwhelming support for
continuing to hold Presidents’ Luncheons.
The 2nd Tuesday in October is a preferred date for a significant majority of members.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
TEAM

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS

Greeters – John Dawson, Bruce Sutherland

Guy Dalacourt —Labour Relations
Bill Lang —Investment Industry

Cashiers—Dave Phillips, Derek Mullan

Eric Watt —Chartered Accountant

Past President Greeter – Bill Sexsmith
Member Services Desk – Tony Weall
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WEST END WALKING TOUR WITH JOHN ATKIN
VANCOUVER’S NEIGHBOURHOOD OF CONTRASTS
TUESDAY JUNE 25TH
9:30 AM to approximately 12 PM
MEMBERS ONLY – $20 PER PERSON – LIMITED TO 30 MEMBERS
NOTE - YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED
DEADLINE TO REGISTER JUNE 18!!
8:30 to 9:30: Meet and Greet at Laughing Man Statues
Coffee and Pastries at Starbucks across the street from the Laughing
Men Statues at the SE Corner of Davie and Denman. We will pay for
your choice of a coffee or latte and a pastry. Come early and socialize
with the group prior to the WALK. Note - there is a bathroom in the Starbucks coffee shop.
Noted author and city historian John Atkin will lead us on a walking tour of the WEST END of VANCOUVER. The West End is a neighbourhood of contrasts. Large early homes still grace some of the
neighbourhood’s streets along with many excellent examples of early apartment buildings. Mid-century
modern buildings, from three story walk ups to tall concrete towers signal the zoning and social changes
started in the 1950s.
We will explore the West End east of Denman on this walk and look at the neighbourhood’s evolution.
A no-host luncheon will follow at a restaurant in the WEST END.
YOU MAY REGISTER:
1) At Probus monthly meeting at the Activity Desk
2) Mail registration form and payment ($20 per person):
To Bill Robertson 3711 Puget Drive, Vancouver, BC V6L 2T8
E-mail: robertsonwd@hotmail.com 604-269-0745
Deadline for registration June 18th Cancellation Deadline June 18th
NOTE – MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER
NOTE – YOU ARE NOT REGISTERED UNTIL PAYMENT IS RECEIVED

I plan to attend:
Name: _____________________________
Phone Number: _____________________
E-mail:_____________________________
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