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HOT OFF THE PRESS!
EXCITING NEWS FOR PROBUS CLUB MEMBERS

THE PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST VIRTUAL MEETING

At the April board of directors meeting, it was decided to have a meeting of our mem-
bers using today’s technology. On Tuesday, May 19, the renowned author and head of
the Emergency Department at St. Paul’s Hospital, has agreed to talk to us via ZOOM.
His topic will be:

“Pandemics—Then and Now”

Please note that the meeting will be at 8 pm and Dan will probably talk for about 45
minutes and then take questions. Jack Zaleski has purchased a full licence for ZOOM
which will allow up to a maximum of 100 people to join the meeting.

Here is Dan’s biography:

Born, raised, and still residing in Vancouver, Daniel spends his days (and sometimes
nights) working as an Emergency Room Physician in a major teaching hospital. In his ‘off’
time, he writes and manages a dual career. He is the author of ten books, which have
been translated into eleven languages to date, and his Shanghai trilogy has been op-
tioned for feature films.

The idea for his first medical thriller, Pandemic, sprang from his clinical experience in fac-
ing the SARS crisis of 2003. He has written five science thrillers and or medical mysteries,
delving into themes and topics as diverse as superbugs, drug addiction, prions, DNA evi-
dence, pandemics and patient abuse. Kalla’s sixth book, Of Flesh And Blood, is a multi-
generational family drama, featuring a fictional West Coast hospital and interwoven
storylines.

His Shanghai trilogy—The Far Side of the Sky, Rising Sun Falling Shadow and Nightfall
Over Shanghai— weave intrigue, medical drama and romance together to bring to life
the extraordinary and little-known chapter of the Second World War, when the cultures
of Europe and Asia converged in Shanghai. Stirring and fast-paced, they are a grand,
sweeping account of a world in tumult and a moving saga about the value of family and
courage in the darkest of times.

In his upcoming tenth novel, We All Fall Down, Daniel combines suspense thriller with a
historical mystery to postulate what might happen if the Black Death were released to-
day from a forgotten relic of the Middle Ages.

Daniel has appeared on or in ABC, NBC, FoxNews, CNN, CBC radio, The National Post,
City TV, The Vancouver Sun, Entertainment Weekly, Kirkus Reviews and Publishers
Weekly. He was featured on the front page of the Globe & Mail review section and has
been interviewed on national TV on Global, CTV and CBC.

Daniel received his B.Sc. in mathematics and his MD from the University of British Co-
lumbia, where he is now an clinical associate professor and the department head of a
major urban ER. He is the proud father of two girls and a poorly behaved but lovable
mutt, Milo
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From Bill Hooker
RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN 2020, O FAR

A COUPLE OF PUNS FROM KEN YULE

One very bright lad, Lightning Spark, did so well at the reserva-

tion school that the chief decided he should go to universi-

ty. There he did exceptionally well, graduating with first class
honours in electrical engineering. He was so grateful for the

support of his people in his education that he determined to

give them a present. He decorated the moose head with
lights for the eyes and he twinned other lights around the ant-

lers. It was a landmark that glowed in the dark. . .. He be-

tame the first person to wire a head for a reservation.

During the Second World War Wolf Kissinger — no relation

to Henry — was a most successful spy and saboteur. His suc-
cess was due to the fact that he was a master of dis-

guise. Once he was an old flower woman selling posies with
a quavery voice. By the time the bouquet exploded he had

disappeared. In turn he was disguised as an Oriental mer-

chant, then an English squire, then a Portugese sailor and then

an African tribesman. He played every role to perfection
with wondrous makeup and perfect dialect.

The Nazis desperately sought him everywhere but they were

never able to find him. In Berlin the top brass of German
intelligence met to try to figure out how to trap their enemy’s

most valuable undercover agent. Their problem was that
they had no idea in what guise their quarry might next appear:

one of Rommel’s staff? A Mussolini aide? As they struggled to

calculate his next disguise one of the Generals sighed . ... ...
“l wonder who’s Kissinger now?”

This joke from Past President Peter was on his list for Joke

of the Day—but it never made it!

A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from a
Harley motorcycle. He spotted a well-known heart

surgeon in the shop, waiting to pick up his newly
serviced bike.

The mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey, Doc, can |

ask you a question?”
The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to where the me-

chanic was working. The mechanic stood up, wiped his

hands on a rag and said, "So, Doc, look at this
engine. | open its heart, take the valves out, repair any dam-

age, and then put them back in, and when | finish, it works
just like new. So how come | get such a small salary and

Studies have demonstrated that rednecks have the lowest
stress rate because they do not understand the seriousness of
most medical terminology.....
Artery The study of paintings
Bacteria Back door to cafeteria
Barium What doctors do when patient die
Benign What you be, after you be eight
Caesarean Section A neighborhood in Rome
Cat scan Searching for Kitty
Cauterize Made eye contact with her
Colic A sheep dog
Coma A punctuation mark
Dilate To live long
Enema Not a friend
Fester Quicker than someone else
Fibula A small lie
Impotent Distinguished, well known
Labor Pain Getting hurt at work
Medical Staff A Doctor's cane
Morbid A higher offer
Nitrates Rates of Pay for Working at Night
Normally more money than Days
Node | knew it
Outpatient A person who has fainted
Pelvis Second cousin to Elvis
Post Operative A letter carrier
Recovery Room Place to do upholstery
Rectum Nearly killed him
Secretion Hiding something
Seizure Roman Emperor
Tablet A small table
Terminal lliness Getting sick at the airport
Tumor One plus one more
Urine Opposite of you're out
Submitted by David Smith

you get the really big bucks, when you and | are doing basi-
cally the same work?"

The surgeon smiled, leaned over, and said to the
mechanic: "Try doing it with the engine running."
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Rotarians' Investment Club
It looks like we have to cancel April & May Meetings (and may-
be June depending on the then situation).
Our April Meeting will be a "Zoom" virtual meeting to see how
successful it is before inviting Guests. It will be at 4.00 pm for
about 90 minutes which is more convenient for most members
at home. We are not having a guest Speaker, but will be re-
viewing our Portfolio and considering Stock Purchases for the
Club. We sold several "Dogs" last November and have about
25% cash in our portfolio !
Depending the success of our virtual Meeting, it is possible we
will invite Guests to a Zoom virtual Meeting for May. We will
send out our notice as usual the weekend before the meeting
to those Probus Members on our Guest List.
If you would like to be informed of future meetings, or to learn
about our Club (which started in 1998) then please email me
as set out below.
Our meetings are normally on the last Thursday of the month
and held at the RVYC at 3811 Point Grey Road, commencing
at 6.30 pm sharp, with a no-host bar at 6.00 pm.
Our Investment Club was formed in April 1998 by members of
your Probus Club and the Rotary Club of Vancouver, and pro-
vides Members with interesting thoughts, ideas and
knowledge in a convivial atmosphere.
Keep smiling & Stay Safe !
John Sullivan—Membership Chair, R.I.C.
johnws@telus.net—Call me at home - 604-263-4486)

THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARY

“Nature never did betray the heart that loved her.”
William Wordsworth

On this, the 50th anniversary of
& the celebra- J tion of Earth’s Day,
/=% amidst the | challenges of Covid-
: > 19, we have j to be optimistic that
normality will return sooner rather than later. | am sure that
you have all been abiding citizens, and | trust that you have
maintained the best of health and are in good Probus spirits.
| have revitalizing news to share with you to offset the prob-
ability that, regrettably, social distancing may well remain
unchanged for many months ahead. It is of course critical
that we follow our expert public health advisers, and pre-
serve a positive state of mind. We will resume organizing
speakers’ meetings but distantly, utilizing Zoom video con-
ferencing, a format which is quite straightforward to access
on your computer. For those of you who are not familiar
with it, Jack Zaleski will outline it simply for you. As well, we
have some members who will share their wisdom with you if
necessary, so no worries!

We have the perfect first guest speaker in our 2020 Probus
Covid-19 life!” We are immensely fortunate that Dr. Daniel
Kalla, a dedicated ER physician and former director of the
Emergency Department at St. Paul’s Hospital, has accepted
our invitation to be the speaker scheduled for Tuesday, May
19, at 8:00 PM. PLEASE NOTE IT WILL BE AN EVENING

MEETING, as Dr. Kalla has a busy schedule at work during

IN MEMORIAM
It is with regret that we announce the passing of
Lory Fairfield on April 1
Our condolences to his family and friends
The PROBUS Club of Vancouver will make a donation in his
name to BC Diabetes
Lory was a very recent member having joined in January

the day. His topic will be “Pandemics, Then and Now.” Dan
is highly regarded as a brilliant internationally bestselling
writer, an author of ten books including ‘Pandemic’ and his
latest publication, "'The Last High'. The latter was in "The
annual spring books preview’ of The Globe & Mail recently
(Saturday, April 18) as ‘a must read right now, a detective
and a doctor go up against the opioid crisis.’

We are all familiar that a foremost necessity to end the

We are also saddened to announce the passing of the
4th President of our club,
John Hopkins on April 9.
John was President in the 2000—2001 year. In 2017, John and
Joy moved back to Edmonton where he continued his
membership in PROBUS

Covid-19 pandemic rests on the development of an effective
vaccine and a prolonged state of immunity in the vaccinated
community. It is of interest that the Ancient Greek writer,
Thucydides, in his description of the Great Plague in Athens
430 BC, reported some individuals who recovered from the
illness which conferred a degree of immunity in the survivors
in the event of another outbreak. It was an earliest observa-

PROBUS FRED COTTON

/g BOOK CLUB %‘\

The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday
each month (except July and August) at the White Spot,
Georgia & Cardero.

Upcoming books we will discuss:

The May 6 meeting is CANCELLED
June 3 (we’re hopeful! It may be “virtual™!)

Educated by Tara Westover
A list of books read since the Club began in 2008 may be
found on the Club website by clicking the “Book Club” link.

For further information contact Ken Yule at kjyqgc@shaw.ca or
604-266-4563.

tion of disease immunity, which has been attributed to Soc-
rates, the Greek philosopher, a contemporary of Hippocra-
tes.

In the search of an effective remedy, | am reminded of a de-
lightful story of Russell Brain as a medical undergraduate hav-
ing some difficulty in a tutorial with Alice Carleton, a charm-
ing but formidable Anatomy professor. As Russell Brain fum-
bled his answers to her questions, she snapped at him, ‘Just
think, Mr. Brain, just think.” He took her advice; he became
Lord Brain, FRS, the most distinguished neurologist of his
day. We have many outstanding scientists around the world
working on Covid- 19, and success is a
matter of time, even if none of them shares
Russell’s last name.
Don’t do what these
mans are in total lockdown, a pride of
lions took advantage, napping along a traffic-
free road in South Africa’s Kruger National Park, totally ig-

lions did. While hu-

noring social distancing!



