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Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities

Time: 9:30 am

Speaker: Dr. Paul Evans
Topic:

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 12th

Location: H.R. MacMillan Planetarium
and Space Centre, Lower Level

China and Its Neighborhood: The
South China Sea Dispute and Its Implications.

Future Speakers

December 1st: Conrad Black
Topic: A History of Canada,
A Unique Perspective

December 9th: Michael Clague
Topic: The Downtown Eastside

DUE TO REMEMBRANCE DAY ON NOVEMBER | Ith, THIS MEETING WILL
BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12th

DR. PAUL EVANS
Paul Evans has been a
~ professor at the University
of British Columbia since
| 1999, teaching Asian and
trans-Pacific international
relations.
He has held several academic appoint-
ments at York University, University of To-
ronto, Harvard and the University of Hong
Kong, where he was a Visiting Professor
on 2011 and 2013.
Between 2005 and 2008 he was on leave
from UBC to serve as the Co-CEO and
Chairman of the Executive Committee of
the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada.
He now teaches primarily in the IAR’s Mas-
ter of Arts Asia Pacific Policy Studies pro-
gram, offering courses on “Methods and
Perspectives” and “Global China and
World Order.”
A regionalist rather than country specialist,
he has held visiting fellowships at the Aus-
tralian National University (1988); National
Chengchi University (1989); Chulalongkorn
University (1989); the East-West Center
(1995); and the National Institute for Re-
search Advancement in Tokyo (1999).
The author or editor of eight books, from a
biography of John Fairbank to a lexicon of
Asia Pacific Security Terminology with
David Capie, and his recently released
“Engaging China: Myth, Aspiration and
Strategy in Canadian Policy from Trudeau
to Harper”.

He was a co-founder of the Council for Security
Cooperation in Asia Pacific, the Canadian Con-
sortium on Human Security, and the Canada-
Korea Forum. He has directed exchange and
partnership projects with more than fifteen insti-
tutes in Asia and the Chinese Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and funded by governments and
foundations in Canada, Japan, the United
States, China, Taiwan, South Korea, Thailand
and Indonesia.

A member of the International Council of the
Asia Society in New York and the Asia Pacific
Centre for the Responsibility to Protect, he also
sits on the editorial boards of The Pacific
Review and the Chinese Journal of International
Politics.

His recent articles have focused on East Asian
regionalism, the emergence of global China,
and Canada's Asia policy.

Cell phones that go off during a presen-
tation are annoying and embarrassing.
Please remember to turn them to silent,
or better still, to off before the start of
every meeting. The speaker and your
fellow members will thank you!

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM
Greeters—David Jenks & Jim Mennie
Cashiers—Bill Weaver & Poul Hansen
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Report of the October 14th Meeting

Attendance: 131 Members and Guests

The Presidents’ Lunch meeting was opened by President David Scott
at 10 am and he introduced those past presidents of the club who
were able to attend. He then called on Michael Francis to introduce
guest speaker Dr. Paul Budra of Simon Fraser University and an inter-
nationally renowned specialist on Shakespeare.

For those Probus members who love the plays of Shakespeare, this
lecture by Dr Paul Budra was both fascinating and revealing. For exam-
ple, how many of us knew that, but for a number of lucky events, we
might never have been exposed to these great plays? It seems that
when he finished his last play, Shakespeare was wealthy enough to
retire to Stratford and live out his life as a gentleman, and in due
course the people who had enjoyed his plays had forgotten about him
and his work. Compared to today’s custom, it was strange that when
plays were written in his day, the important name on the written rec-
ord was not that of the author but the name of the distinguished pa-
tron who saw it performed. In fact, the author was often not men-
tioned! Nor were royalties paid. Shakespeare wrote roughly two plays
a year for almost 20 years and then disappeared from the scene - ex-
cept for one fortuitous event. After his death several of his old
friends, wanting him to be remembered, gathered his known plays and
put them together in a “Folio” which was then published. At the time,
the folio was not a great success nor was its timing good. Concurrent-
ly the puritan-dominated parliament closed all the theatres as being
sinful places, and a civil war took over the country. So, in a sense, by
around 1660, Shakespeare was gone and forgotten and only the folio
still existed.

Fortunately at about this time the monarchy in England was restored,
and after the puritanical Cromwell years, theatres which had been
destroyed were re-built and suddenly plays were needed. Bear in mind
that by now Shakespeare’s plays were free for the taking and this was
important to their revival. However, his plays did not conform well to
the current thinking in this “age of enlightenment” and so many of his
plays were cleansed of violence and the “poetic aspect” adjusted
(lambic pentameter, of course). In short, much of his material was
“regularized” to suit current tastes. For example, his greatest tragedy,
King Lear, was given a happy ending and this version of Lear lasted 140
years.

The revival of the real (unregularized) Shakespeare language probably
started when the editor of The Tatler magazine (it still exists!) start-
ed quoting phrases from the plays to illustrate some thought or sub-
ject. People suddenly assumed that to quote Shakespeare gave you
some status as an intellectual. Another factor that enhanced the plays
about this time, was the competition between England and France in
cultural circles and Shakespeare became, among some, the epitome of
good English literature, especially around the time of the French Revo-
lution. Shakespeare was seen by most people as a Royalist and a2 man
of common sense as opposed to those barbaric republican French
people. Further, at this time the Romantic Movement came along and
the romantics revered Shakespeare as an untutored “starving artist”
with this amazing imagination, able to turn out these wonderful plays.
(In reality, Shakespeare stole much of his material and wove it into
what we have today.)

At this point we are into the Victorian era and suddenly cheap print is
available to spread the work of this, now revered, genius. At the same
time, we have the spread of the English language to India and other
parts of the empire, and the introduction of Shakespeare into teaching
- replacing classical Latin works. To this day, Shakespeare is widely

read and studied in the cities of India and elsewhere. And of course
the spread of the printed plays took the USA by storm and
“Shakespearian Actors” were idolized there as in England. Note that a
quarter of ALL the plays performed in the USA in the 19" century
were by Shakespeare!

At around this time there was a theory that the Earl of Oxford was
the real author of the plays. People wondered how this untutored and
untraveled Shakespeare fellow could write about Venice, Verona,
Egypt and so on. In fact Oxford did not write them - for one thing the
dates don’t match - he died before Shakespeare’s later plays appeared.
Besides, Shakespeare really did not have to know much about these
places and there are clearly some errors. All he had was a great sense
of theatre and he was also quite capable of stealing information and
ideas from others. We also know now, that Shakespeare had lots of
help writing many of his plays. We should remember that Shakespeare
wrote for money - he retired a rich man. He also “adjusted” his play
from time to time to suit whatever actor was involved.

Dr. Budra is concerned that there is a current trend implying that an
exposure to Shakespeare is the key to becoming a different (better?)
citizen, executive, soldier, convict etc. He feels this is a travesty. In
short, we are all richer for having been exposed to these great plays
and we can feel happy that unforeseen events a long time ago provid-
ed us with this wealth of great drama, but we should not imagine that
this was the work of a poor starving artist - he was a genius with a
great sense of drama and a man who also needed to make money!
President Scott reminded everyone that next month’s meeting would
be on Wednesday, November 12 as the Tuesday is Remembrance
Day. He also mentioned that the special Conrad Black meeting would
be at the Vancouver Music Academy on Monday, December |*.
Members were advised to register for that meeting before leaving.

PAST PRESIDENTS’ LUNCHEON - October 14™, 2014

Back Row: John Hopkins; Jon Collins; Denis Creighton;
Norm Weitzel; Roy Williams; Tom McCusker; Jack Farley
Seated: Don Farquhar; Bill Sexsmith; Wayne Audette; Ted Daem;
Insert: Nick Thornton
Missing: Fred Cotton (deceased); Pidge McBride;
Gordon Thom; George Adams; Don Newman
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DID YOU KNOW?
There are three clubs within your Probus Club which
offer a variety of activities.
Here’s some information about them.

ROTARIANS' INVESTMENT CLUB

Meets on the last Thursday of every month (October 30th this month)
for an entertaining and educational evening and enjoy a 3 course dinner
with wine and intelligent conversation about the stock market. This
month will include research prepared by members appointed to support
or refute the theory of stock splitting to increase the existing shareholder
value, and should the Club consider investing in such potential shares? In
addition two members will have researched stocks chosen last month in
our "Round Table Review" during which members suggest purchase ideas
which are then voted upon with the top two stocks to be researched and
considered for next month.

The Club was started in 1998 by members of the Rotary Club of Vancou-
ver and our Probus Club, and would be of interest to anyone who invests
in the Stock Market, even though your portfolio may be professionally
managed since it will help you to have a better understanding of the mar-
ket and keep your advisor on his toes !

We meet in the Library at the RVYC on Point Grey Road at 6.00 pm for
a no-host bar, with the meeting starting at 6.30 pm sharp. Meetings are
usually completed by about 9.30 pm. You can park on the outside lot, but
obtain a yellow ticket from reception, where you can also buy a ticket for
the no-host bar.

Please bring a cheque for $60.00 to cover the meal, dinner wine, taxes
and gratuities and call /email our President, David Clark, at 604-224-7817
(dclarkx@gmail.com) if you can attend (48 hours notice, please) or have

e/r\y questions concerning membership.
e are planning to have a guest speaker for our November 27th meeting

on the topic of "When and How to sell into a changing market".
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" The Probus Club of Vancouver and the Rotary Club of
Vancouver organize a Bridge Social Program for members every year.
The program begins the first week in October and runs until the middle
of May.

Members play every 2 weeks, the first and third Wednesday of every
month, starting at 7pm and usually ending by 10. We play 20 hands of
contract bridge and record the scores and slams of each couple.

Each member will host 2 tables, twice during the year. The host is ex-
pected to provide dessert and coffee/tea for the 7 guests and they usually
provide snacks during the play. Anything else is optional.

The Final night of play is held at the Point Grey Golf and Country Club
where a final night of bridge determines the overall winners. Trophies are
presented to the couple achieving the highest total and the most slams
during the year. In the event a member cannot play on a designated night
a list of spares is available.

Members who wish to play should contact Jack Zaleski at (604) 328 4288
or jack.zaleski@gmail.com
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Probus Fred Cotton Book Club

For those bibliophiles who wish to share their interest in books with other
members of Probus the above Book Club meets once a month except July
and August, to discuss a book chosen by you or another member. The
only criteria necessary for membership is that you are able to read and
talk.We meet at 9:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of each month except
for July and August at the White Spot at Georgia and Cardero in the con-
ference room at the front. If you are interested please contact George
Cook (604) 926-9545 or just show up at the next meeting.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our Presidents’ Lunch on October 14
was intended to honour our Past Presi-
dents who have taken a year out of their
lives to help make ours a model of excel-
lence for other Probus clubs in Canada.
We were pleased that almost all of our
Past Presidents attended (see the photo-

graph on page 2).

Paul Budra’s Shakespeare talk to the Presidents’ Lunch
was everything we had hoped for and expected. How
many of us knew that the greatest writer in the English
language died a rich man? Acted in his own plays? Went
out of fashion and was almost unknown for 150 years?
Our attendance at the Presidents’ Lunch was well ahead
of last year’s and for those who might consider coming
next year, the light lunch at the Arbutus Club was just
right and served very expeditiously. This was all arranged
and managed by Doug Jones and his Activities Committee,
whose members did a marvelous job. Save the date next
year — we've already tentatively reserved the Arbutus

Club for October 13, 2015!

November 12: Who owns the vast petroleum resources
that are suspected to exist under various parts of the
South China Sea? Who has the right to fish these wa-
ters! These potentially explosive issues will be the subject
of the talk by our November 12 speaker, Paul Evans.

Halloween, thought to have originated from the Celtic
festival Samhain, often celebrates the end of the harvest
season. In Canada it’s synonymous with the appearance of
pumpkins and treats for the millions of youngsters who
appear on our doorsteps after nightfall. In New York
City, it's reason enough for another parade, expected to
attract over 50,000 this year. Whatever activity you plan
for that day, Probus wishes you and your extended fami-

lies a very happy October 31!

December |: At our December | event, Conrad Black
will talk to us about Canadian history. Black’s achieve-
ments include biographies of Maurice Duplesis, Franklin

Delano Roosevelt and Richard M. Nixon.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THE CONRAD

BLACK MEETING REGARDING THE
TIMING, LOCATION AND PARKING
DIRECTIONS, PLEASE REFER TO THE
ANNOUNCEMENT UNDER COMING

EVENTS ON PAGE 4
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COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

SPECIAL PROBUS MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2014

THIS MEETING IS FOR MEMBERS ONLY
THERE IS NO COST TO ATTEND
NOTED AUTHOR AND HISTORIAN, CONRAD BLACK,
WILL SPEAK EXCLUSIVELY TO OUR CLUB AT

THE VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF MUSIC
His ToPIC WILL BE “A HISTORY OF CANADA, A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE”

SEATING IS LIMITED SO PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
EMAIL IAN PATERSON AT IANPAT@TELUS.NET
OR
MAIL TO 5749 ATHLONE STREET, VANCOUVER, BC, V6M 3A1

WE RECOMMEND YOU PLAN TO ARRIVE AT 9:00 AM TO AVOID THE RUSH
AND GET A GOOD SEAT, THE STARTING TIME IS 9:30 AM SHARP,
NOT THE USUAL 10:00 AM.

THE VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF MuUsIcC
IS ACROSS THE PARKING LOT FROM THE PLANETARIUM.
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO USE THE EASY PARK LOT TO PARK YOUR CAR, THE ROUTINE IS
THE SAME AS USUAL; JUST LEAVE YOUR CARD ON YOUR DASH AND PAY OUR MONITORS
WHO WILL BE ON DUTY JUST INSIDE THE DOORS OF THE MuUsIC ACADEMY.

335‘\\!’ VANCOUVER CANADIANS BASEBALL GAME [
JULY OR AUGUST, 2015

24 members have indicated that they would like to buy 49 tickets to attend an afternoon
baseball game in July or August, 2015. Therefore, the Activities Committee is arranging a specific date for next
summer. Guests and family members of all ages are welcome.
If you are interested in attending this fun outing, please email Doug Graham at douggraham@telus.net.
We will be providing more details in future newsletters.
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