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Next Meeting: Tuesday, Nov. 8th at 9:30 am 

 

Location:   H.R. MacMillan Planetarium & 
 Space Centre, Lower Level 
 

Speaker: Andre Gerolymatos, 
 Professor of history at SFU 

Topic: The Russian Conundrum: 
 Putin in the Middle East 

NEWSLETTER 
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December 13: Dianne Doyle 

President and CEO, Providence 

Health Care 

 

January 10:  Stan Ridley 

President, West 2012 Energy 

Management Inc. 
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Dr. Andre Gerolymatos is a Profes-
sor of History, Chair of Hellenic 
Studies, and Director of the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation Centre for 
Hellenic Studies at Simon Fraser 
University. He received his M.A. in 
Classics in 1982 and his PhD in His-

tory in 1991 from McGill University and is a Con-
current Professor at History College of Nankai 
University, China. He has received numerous 
awards and fellowships including, most recently, the 
Hellenic Republic’s Order of the Phoenix in recog-
nition of his contributions to Greek culture, the 
HRH Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee Medal 
acknowledging his important contributions in his 
service to Canada, the Simon Fraser University 
President’s Award for Service to the University 
through Public Affairs and Media Relations, and the 
BC Sugar Achievement Award (SFU) for activities 
that have brought international recognition to Si-
mon Fraser University. He has published numerous 
books and has edited several volumes and written 
numerous refereed articles. He regularly contrib-
utes to The National Herald, The Globe and Mail, 
The Vancouver Sun and other newspapers, on top-
ics of national security, Greek, Balkan and Middle 
Eastern politics, and military affairs. His talk will 

focus on the following: 
“Under Vladimir Putin, Russia has been trying to regain 
its empire by taking the Crimean Peninsula and moving 
against Ukraine. These actions have created a new Cold 
War between Russia and the United States and this is 
being further exacerbated by Russian intervention in 
Syria. The ongoing Russian success in this unfortunate 
country will have repercussions for the Middle East and 

towards American foreign policy in the region.” 

DR. ANDRE GEROLYMATOS 
 

 

 

 

 

AS WITH MOST SIMILAR 

ORGANIZATIONS, YOUR PROBUS 

CLUB OPERATES ALMOST 

ENTIRELY WITH MEMBERS WHO 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP ON 

VARIOUS COMMITTEES.  WE ARE 

URGENTLY SEEKING MEMBERS TO 

JOIN SOME OF THOSE 

COMMITTEES, IN PARTICULAR, 

THE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE, 

WHICH FOCUSES ON FINDING 

FUN AND ENTERTAINING THINGS 

FOR OUR MEMBERS TO ENJOY.  

WE WOULD ESPECIALLY 

ENCOURAGE SOME OF OUR 

NEWER MEMBERS TO CONSIDER 

JOINING A COMMITTEE WHICH 

INTERESTS THEM.  ALL THE 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS ARE LISTED 

ON THE LEFT SIDE PANEL OF THIS 

PAGE, COMPLETE WITH 

CONTACT INFORMATION. 
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This meeting was the Presidents’ Lunch at the Arbutus Club, 
honouring past PROBUS presidents. The meeting was 
chaired by President Doug Jones, who related an amusing 
“blonde” joke. President Doug then introduced those Past 
Presidents who were in attendance (see The President’s 
Message on page 3). 
 

Nick Thornton introduced Ujjal Dosanjh, our distinguished 
speaker.Mr. Dosanjh noted that he would focus on his recent 
memoir Journey After Midnight: India, Canada and the Road 
Beyond, which chronicles his unlikely journey from Dosanjh 
Kalan, Punjab, India to some of the highest political offices in 
Canada. “The journey is what actually makes you. It’s not 
when you were born, or how you were born, or to whom you 
were born or how much money you had. It is the journey that 
takes you to places and takes you into areas that you never 
thought you would ever go.” 
 

He recalled his early years spent on his lower middle class 
family’s five-acre acre plot of land in his home village. “We 
worked the farm in the mornings, then ran to school, then 
came back and worked the farm and then did our homework 
at night with kerosene oil lamps,” noting electricity only came 
to his village in 1959.  
 

He immigrated to the United Kingdom in 1964, working in 
various jobs, including a stint as assistant editor at a Punjabi 
language newspaper. He became disenchanted with life in 
Britain, however. For one, he was unable to meet university 
admission requirements including certain history courses. “I 
looked at British history and I couldn’t tell one King George 
from another or one Queen Elizabeth from another and I de-
cided this was kind of beyond me.” Additionally, the rising 
anti-immigration sentiment expressed by politicians such as 
Enoch Powell, who proposed a mass-deportation of Com-
monwealth immigrants, convinced him that his future lay 
elsewhere. 
 

He happened upon the Canadian High Commission by 
chance and applied for immigration on a whim. When he ar-
rived in Canada in 1968, he took a job in a lumber mill for 
three dollars per hour. He noted that, at that time, the Indian 
community was relatively small and well-integrated with the 
larger population. “We used to talk to our neighbours who 
were not Indian, over the fence and we would pass chicken 
curry to them and they would pass shepherd’s pie or whatev-
er else they were making over to us. We would exchange 
gifts and greetings at various times and that kind of made me 
who I am.” 
 

His co-workers encouraged him to attend university. “They 
kept saying, ‘Go back to school. You can make your money 
all your life. Go back to school if you can. They don’t do that 
now when immigrants come. They basically say, ‘Go find a 

job and make some money.’” He eventually obtained a Bach-
elor of Arts in Political Science and a Law degree.  
 

In the meantime he became involved in politics. This was a 
natural vocation for him, considering his family’s history of 
activism in the Indian independence movement. He volun-
teered on provincial NDP campaigns beginning with a South 
Vancouver by-election in 1968 and then the general elections 
in 1972 and 1975. He ran twice for the BC NDP in the 1979 
and 1983 elections before finally being elected in 1991. He 
was not content, however, to sit as a backbench MLA. He 
informed then-Premier Michael Harcourt he would not seek 
re-election in 1996 unless he was appointed to cabinet be-
fore that date. “I’m not an elitist,” he explained. “Some people 
believe they are God’s gift to the world. I never believed that, 
but I didn’t want to be sitting there not doing anything.” Har-
court obliged his request and assigned him the portfolios for 
government services, sports, multiculturalism, human rights 
and immigration.  
 

He was named Attorney General days before the Gustafsen 
Lake standoff between the Secwepemc and 400 RCMP offic-
ers, the largest police operation in Canadian history. “I was 
on television night after night arguing, cajoling, asking the 
people to surrender peacefully. There were calls for us to 
take quick action. The RCMP waited. I’m happy that we wait-
ed because we didn’t kill anybody. We were able to have the 
people surrender peacefully.” 
 

In 1999, the RCMP launched a criminal investigation into 
then-Premier Glen Cark following allegations he accepted 
home renovations from a businessman in exchange for gov-
ernment approval of his casino application. It was Mr. Dos-
anjh’s duty to ask the Premier to resign. “In our system of 
government, if a Minister is under a criminal investigation, the 
Premier can tell him or her to go. There had never been a 
case where someone needed to tell a Premier under investi-
gation to go.”  
 

Dosanjh concluded with an anecdote about a young man 
who approached him at a Surrey library and asked him how 
he kept “reasonably clean” as a politician. He credits his ex-
perience as Attorney General, which required a steadfast 
commitment to the rule of law and transparency, as well as 
his own family history. “So we weren’t a very rich family. But 
my father had this expression. It sounds much better in Pun-
jabi, but I’ll translate it for you to English. He used to say, 
‘You may walk fewer steps, but you must walk with dignity.’ 
That helped guide me through my life.” 

For a version of the above which includes questions and answers, please 
go to our PROBUS website at www.probusvancouver.com, 

click on “Speakers”  and then on “Ujjal Dosanjh” 

Report of the October 11th Meeting 

Attendance: 99 Members and Guests 
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job and make some money.’” He eventually obtained a Bach-

election in 1968 and then the general elections 

fore that date. “I’m not an elitist,” he explained. “Some people 
believe they are God’s gift to the world. I never believed that, 

Lake standoff between the Secwepemc and 400 RCMP offic-

ed because we didn’t kill anybody. We were able to have the 

government, if a Minister is under a criminal investigation, the 

On October 11th our Presidents’ Lunch 
honored our Past Presidents who had a 
major role in making our club one of the 
largest and best in Canada. 12 of our past 

19 Presidents were able to attend and were warmly 
received by our members in attendance. In addition, 
we were joined by John Hoyle who is one of the 
original co-founders of our club, along with Fred 
Cotton.  The following Past Presidents were hon-
oured: 
 

John Hopkins, Jack Farley, Jon Collins, Ted Daem, 
Nick Thornton, Don Farquhar, George Adams, 
Norm Weitzel, Wayne Audette, Jack Zaleski, 

Roy Williams and Tom McCusker. 
 

Our speaker that day was Mr. Ujjal Dosanjh, who 
gave us a very interesting and entertaining talk, main-
ly centered on his new book entitled “Journey After 
Midnight”. He was born in a poor, rural village in the 
Punjab just a few months before partition of his Indi-
an homeland at midnight on August 15, 1947. He 
outlined his early life in India, his decision to go to 
England for further education, then later moving to 
Canada where he worked in sawmills, graduated 
from college and eventually attained his legal degree. 
After a successful law career, he entered BC politics 
and finally federal politics as a Liberal. His was a very 
interesting story to tell and insights to reveal, all the 
while vocally opposing violence and extremism. 
Special thanks go out to Hugh Chaun, our new 
Speakers Committee Chairman who secured Mr. 
Dosanjh for this event. Lunch was held at the Arbu-
tus Club, which did an excellent job. The service was 
superb and the food was delicious. Congratulations 
and thanks to Ian Paterson and his Activities team for 
organizing this event. Next month we again welcome 
Dr Andre Gerolymatos from SFU as our speaker. Dr 
Gerolymatos spoke to us on the US/Iran Nuclear 
Agreement and its effects in November 2015, and on 
the Middle East in January 2014. With all the violence 
and manoeuvering around Syria, Turkey, ISIS, Russia 
and the US, his talk is sure to be timely and intensely 
interesting. 

Rotarians' Investment Club 

Presented by: 
Mike Rizanovic of Veritas Investment Research 
 

Introduced by: 
RBC Dominion Securities 
 
This discussion will be conducted by speaker tele-

phone and was postponed from last month. 
Probus members are invited to join us for this regular 
Club Meeting held at the RVYC on October 27th, 
starting with a no-host bar at 5.30 pm and the meeting 

at 6.00 pm sharp. 
The cost is $60.00 (please bring a cheque) for an ex-
cellent 3 course dinner including dinner wine/coffee/
taxes/gratuity for an interesting evening and intelligent 

discussion. 
Please call/email President Ron Fawcett at 
ron.fawcett@gmail.com ; tel: 604-534-5381 by Tues-
day October 25th as we must give numbers to RVYC 

(and get charged for “no-shows”) 
Club information from John Sullivan at  
johnwsullivan@shaw.ca. 

VISITING ANOTHER PROBUS CLUB 
 

You can attend the meeting of any other 
PROBUS Club, as a guest. However, you 
should contact the club you wish to visit 

and advise them of your plans. 
The meeting address of clubs in Canada can be 
found on the website “probus.org” under 

National Pages and Contacts.  

IN MEMORIAM 
It is with regret that we announce the passing of 

George Mackenzie on August 19, 2016  

Our condolences to his family and friends 
 

The PROBUS Club of Vancouver will make 
donations in his names to the following: 

 

The Vancouver Hospice Society 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Their History, Their Current Status, 

Their Future as they embrace change. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
MEMORIES OF THE 2016 PAST PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

THE PAST PRESIDENTS 
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The PROBUS Club of Vancouver is delighted to provide this opportunity to attend 

one of the VSO’s concerts for an extremely attractive price. 

 
This has been arranged through 

Estelle Jacobson, a member of the PROBUS Ladies Club and whose husband is a member of our club. 
 

HENNING KRAGGERUD Violinist 
His lyrical and seductive playing is praised by audiences and critics worldwide. 

 

JAMES GAFFIGAN  Conductor 
Chief Conductor of the Lucerne Symphony Orchestra and 

Principal Guest Conductor Netherlands Radio Philharmonic Orchestra    
 

Saturday, 1 April 2017 - 8 P.M. Orpheum  Theatre 

NOTE:  There will be a pre-concert talk at 7:05pm in the theatre, Orchestra Level 
 

 

The VSO have offered us tickets at the generous price of $33 (normally $70). Because of the substantial discount, tickets will have to 
be bought by Friday, 1st March. Requests will be processed as of December 1, 2016. If you plan to give tickets as a holiday season 
gift, requests for tickets received prior to 9th December will result in tickets being made available for pick up at the Probus 
meeting on 13th December. No Refunds. This offer is open to members and friends. G 

 

PROGRAM 

MOZART Adagio & Fugue in C minor 
MOZART sublime Violin Concerto No. 4 in D. Major 

Mozart Symphony No. 7 in E. Major, 
Powered by Wagner Tubas and mighty soaring themes. 

The composer's greatest triumph at the time he wrote this magnificent symphony 

 

NAME_________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #___________________________________    

EMAIL____________________________________________________ 

NUMBER OF TICKETS_________   

WHICH PROBUS CLUB?  

Men’s ___ Women’s ___ Vancouver West Couples’ ____ 

 

CHEQUE  (# of tickets X $33)  $__________ made out to Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 

Mail form + cheque to: Estelle Jacobson, 1192 Nanton Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6H 2C5 

 

TICKETS WILL NOT BE MAILED - PICK-UP WILL BE AT MONTHLY PROBUS MEETING 

 

Please indicate preference for Orchestra ___ or Balcony ___ seating.  Both offer section 1 seating. - I will endeavor to fill all requests 
but cannot guarantee your choice! 


