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Future
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Next Meeting: The Presidents’ Lunch
October 14th, 2014
Time:
9:30 am
Location:
The Arbutus Club
2001 Nanton Ave, Vancouver
Speaker:
Dr. Paul Budra
Topic:
How Shakespeare Became
Shakespeare

November 12th: Paul Evans
Topic: South China Seas
December 1st: Conrad Black
Topic: A History of Canada,
A Unique Perspective

SEE PAGE 4 FOR
UPCOMING EVENTS

DO NOT GO TO THE PLANETARIUM—GO TO THE ARBUTUS CLUB

DR. PAUL BUDRA
Paul Budra is professor and chair of
English at Simon
Fraser University.
He teaches
Shakespeare and early modern literature and has published articles on Renaissance literature and contemporary popular culture. He
has published four books
and has two more on the
way. He is a past president
of the Pacific Northwest Renaissance Society, former
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, and winner of the SFU
Excellence in Teaching
Award for 2004. He delivers
the lecture series at the
Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival. In his spare
time, he plays guitar in a
punk band.

EXCITING
MEMBER OPPORTUNITY!!
YOUR NEWLY APPOINTED
NEWSLETTER EDITOR AND
PUBLISHER IS
URGENTLY SEEKING A
PROBUS MEMBER WHO
EITHER KNOWS
MICROSOFT PUBLISHER OR
WOULD LIKE TO AND IS
WILLING TO LEARN.
I WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO
ANYONE WHO COULD ACT
AS MY ASSISTANT AND
PRODUCE THE NEWSLETTER ON
THE RARE OCCASIONS THAT I
WILL BE AWAY. THE FIRST
TIME THAT THIS WILL BE THE
CASE IS NEXT MARCH.
PLEASE CONTACT PETER
SCOTT AT 604-263-1746 OR
peter26@telus.net

Welcome New Members
Harold Copping—Mechanical Engineer
Poul Hansen—Mining Executive
John Ludgate—Educator/Counsellor
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Report of the September 9th Meeting
Attendance: 178 Members and Guests
President Jon Collins chaired the Annual General Meeting. Several
motions were presented to the membership as well as some changes
to our bylaws, all of which passed unanimously. Doug Jones reported
that the Museum of Flight outing is now full. He reminded us that our
October meeting will be the Presidents’ Lunch, details of which can be
seen on page 4. About 50 members have registered so far and there is
room for plenty more.
Jon then passed the meeting over to our new President, David Scott
who reminded us that it is membership renewal time, with reduced
annual dues of only $50.00 He then announced a special meeting for
December 1st at which time, thanks to Norm Leach, we will have an
address by Conrad Black. Since a large turnout is expected, it will
probably be held at the Vancouver Academy of Music. Initially, attendance will be limited to members only. Dave Muller introduced new
members, John Ludgate, Poul Hansen and Harold Copping.
Conrad Rademaker was asked to introduce Pierre Lebel.
Mr. Lebel then presented his talk on Resource Development in
the North West of British Columbia. He started by acknowledging the help he received for his address from Chevron, BC Hydro, Rio
Tinto, Alcan and many others. The subject area is North and West
of Prince George including the lands adjacent to what used to be
called the Cassiar Highway and particularly the Horn River basin which
is one of the main sources of natural gas needed for the upcoming
major LNG operations in Kitimat and Prince Rupert. Exports are very
important to BC which depends on them for about 45% of GDP, and
resources account for about 70% of those exports. He identified four
main resources - Forestry (including pulp & paper and still the biggest),
gas, coal and minerals or, as he says, “trees and rocks”. Machinery in
BC is a substantial business, but it is mainly driven by the needs of
these four industries. Admittedly natural gas is not currently a big
factor, but it is about to be so when the three or four major LNG
projects come on stream. Serving these resources are the railway to
Rupert and a number of gas pipelines, with more to come. Also a major coal export facility at Rupert is very important.
A significant part of the infrastructure for the resource industries is a
recent high voltage transmission line going from the BC Hydro’s
Skeena station due north - partly built by BC Hydro, and partly by
Imperial Metals. Among the large users will be the Red Chris mine
owned by Imperial. Some of the power fed into this line comes from
“Run of the River” projects, which are a good addition but are intermittent. The Alcan projects in Kitimat and Kemano were probably the
largest single capital resource projects in BC. The Power plant produces about 900 megawatts, which enables the smelter to produce
about 400,000 MT/Y of aluminum. The raw bauxite for this plant
comes from Australia. Of interest is the fact that Kitimat/Kemano
could not realistically be built today because of environmental and
social considerations.
Of great interest at the moment are the details to do with the major
LNG projects. Note that you get LNG by cooling the gas to -162oC, at
which point it is a liquid at normal atmosphere pressure - in other
words, it is not compressed. Turning it to liquid reduces the volume
600:1. It can be pointed out here that Natural Gas is only flammable
when it is mixed between 5% and 25% with air. Outside these limits it
is not flammable, but it is environmentally bad. (Natural gas is far
worse than CO2 for Global Warming.) Prices of natural gas vary highly
- currently about $4 in BC but if we could export it, about $12 elsewhere and even $17 in Japan because of the Nuclear Power interrup-
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tion. It is estimated that BC has gas reserves of 3 trillion cu. ft. enough for over 150 years at current production rate. With USA gas
production booming due to fracking, we cannot count on selling more
of our gas to that market. Clearly we need to export to Asia. (As an
aside, it was pointed out that we are only ½ a day further from China
than Australia which is currently exporting LNG to China and South
Korea.) At present there are two LNG facilities in BC - one is
“Tilbury” built in 1971 in Delta, and one in Ladysmith on Vancouver
Island - both being relatively small. Three very large projects are currently planned - two in Kitimat and one in Prince Rupert. Note that
Tilbury is undergoing a significant expansion so they can supply LNG
to Hawaii under contract. Another small LNG project is proposed for
Woodfibre on Howe Sound near Squamish. One of the problems
remaining for the BC LNG industry going forward, is that we do not
yet know, in detail, the nature of the tax regime that will be imposed
on this industry. Without certainty about future taxes, it is very difficult to persuade potential partners to invest in such huge projects.
The Prince Rupert project is somewhat ahead of the Kitimat ones.
However, one of the drawbacks to Rupert is that the pipeline required to get the gas to there is appreciably longer than what is needed to get to Kitimat which is further inland up the Douglas Channel.
Another serious problem for the whole LNG industry is where the
electric power will come from. It requires vast amounts of power to
convert the gas to liquid and there is simply not enough BC Hydro
power available. Almost certainly the projects will end up powering
themselves by burning some of the gas in gas turbines.
A major new mine (Red Chris) will be starting in October of this year,
and this is huge - with an ore body going 1200 metres deep and
enough good ore or to allow for 150 years of operation at planned
capacity.
Mr. Lebel touched on First Nations problems and possible blockades.
Nothing much can be done to get rid of blockades other than negotiating. These blockades are often financed by various NGO’s. The
recent Supreme Court decision regarding land is good in that it brings
some clarity to the table. He also expanded on the problems today of
obtaining environmental approval for projects and the fact that they
frequently end up going all the way to the Supreme Court. The assessments and the legal processes are costly and time consuming.
During Q&A, Mr. Lebel addressed the recent tailing pond spill - quite a
dramatic event involving many parties. Among the problems, aside
from the obvious one about pollution in the river, was the movement
of many logs which were being washed down stream by this enormous
amount of water - to the extent that if it were not for quick action by
Imperial and their contractors the bridge downstream would certainly
have been destroyed. The cause of the breach in the wall is still a matter being studied. The wall was well equipped with various instrumentation which would detect movements. In addition they have sump
pumps external to the wall, to drive any leakage back into the pond.
Apparently what failed was so sudden that the normal warnings were
not available. There are strict standards for these barriers and this
pond was in accordance with these standards. It seems that they were
about to shut down the mill when they discovered more very high
grade ore and so they carried on. It is not suggested that this was a
cause.
Doug Horshill thanked Mr. Lebel for his informative talk and particularly the Q & A portion.
The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.
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MEET YOUR NEW PRESIDENT

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Elected at the September meeting, David
Scott has been working hard for Probus
since he became a member ten years ago.
After serving under Fred Cotton for several
years on the Speakers Committee, he
became Chairman of that Committee from
2009 to 2011. During that period the club attracted some notable speakers, including Mark Carney (now Governor of the
Bank of England), Preston Manning (former federal party leader), David Emerson (former federal minister) and Chris Rudge
(CEO of the Canadian Olympic Association). As Vice President under Jon Collins he chaired the 2014
Strategic Planning Committee and with other members of the
Executive, proposed the Mission Statement which now appears
at the head of this Newsletter.
David’s career was in mutual fund management and early stage
venture capital. Among other ventures he founded a biotech
company in BC which was successful in developing an FDAapproved drug. From 2007 to 2013 he was Chairman of the
Independent Review Committee for all of the mutual funds
managed by Fidelity Investments Canada.
David spends much of his spare time with his wife of 57 years
at his getaway on Galiano Island. He also enjoys tennis, which
he plays rather badly.

Our biggest news this Fall is our engagement with Conrad Black, who will speak to
us (members only) at the Vancouver Academy of Music at 0930 on December 1. Doug
Jones and his Activities Committee will accept your reservation, beginning October
14, at the Presidents’ Lunch. You need to
sign up to get in and we urge you to contact Doug at that
time (there is more detail from Doug in this Newsletter.)
Congratulations to our new Speaker Chair Norm Leach for
arranging this not-to-be-missed event!
If you have ever attended a Shakespeare play – or even if you
haven’t – I predict you will be blown away by Dr. Paul
Budra’s talk to the Presidents Lunch on October 14. Expect
the same high quality from our November 12 speaker, Paul
Evans, who will tell you everything you need to know about
the South China Sea and the current competition for
territory there!
Continuing the tradition of electing and appointing an impressive and highly capable Executive, your Club’s 2014-2015
leadership team will be:
President – David Scott
Past President – Jon Collins
Vice President – Jack Zaleski
Secretary – Rich Carson
Treasurer – Doug Cucheron
Speaker Chair – Norm Leach
Membership Chair – Brian Maunder
Activities Chair – Doug Jones
Newsletter Chair – Peter Scott
Website Chair – Hugh Lindsay
House Committee Chair – Doug Lambert
Member Services Chair – Tony Weall
Historian – Roy Williams

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

We are very pleased that so
many of you have renewed
your membership already
Even so we still have to hear from some
and bearing in mind that our Conrad
Black event on December 1st is for paid
up members only, you may want to send
in your $50 cheque before the Conrad
Black event sign up begins on

This year we are responding to the suggestion of the Strategic Planning Committee by introducing a mission statement:
Enriching members with topical,
entertaining speakers and social activities
We plan to use this statement on our Newsletter masthead,
our letterhead and other key Probus documents.

Here’s where you send your cheque:
5846 Angus Drive,Vancouver BC,
V6M 3N8

Cell phones that go off during a presentation
are annoying and embarrassing. Please
remember to turn them to silent, or better still,
to off before the start of every the meeting.
The speaker and your fellow members will
thank you!

Brian Maunder,
Membership Chair
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UPCOMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

OUR ANNUAL PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14th, 2014
AT THE ARBUTUS CLUB
There is free parking underground. Coﬀee will be available at 9:30. The meeng will start at 10:00.
We are fortunate to have Dr. Paul Budra as our guest speaker. He is renowned for his entertaining
and informave talks at Bard on the Beach. His topic is about “HOW SHAKESPEARE BECAME
SHAKESPEARE” which will bring that literary genius to life for us all.
His presentaon will be followed by a fellowship break, with a no-host bar. The lunch will be light
and healthy comprising a gourmet selecon of sandwiches, wraps, salads, hot soup and desserts.
THE COST IS ONLY $25 PER PERSON
Mail Registraon form and payment—$25 per person—to: Doug Jones, 17—5760 Hampton Place ,
Vancouver, BC, V6T 2G1
1.
Make checks payable to the Probus Club of Vancouver.
2.
Deadline for Registraon is October 12th. Cancellaon deadline is October 13th.
3.
Remember - you will not be registered unl payment is received.
Name_________________________________________ Email_______________________________________
Phone number_________________________________ One Male Guest? Yes

No

A very special event has been arranged for Monday, December 1st at the Vancouver
Academy of Music. Conrad Black will be presenting a talk to our Probus group on the topic
“A History of Canada—A Unique Perspective”. This is a free event open to active members
only. The Academy of Music has a capacity of 284 seats. So we could potentially oversubscribe. Therefore, members will have to register on a first come, first serve basis.
The earliest opportunity to register will be at the October 14th meeting, following the lunch.

VANCOUVER CANADIANS BASEBALL GAME—JULY, 2015
Would those members who are interested, please email Doug Jones at
jonzee88@hotmail.com indicating how many tickets you might like.
So far, 24 members have indicated they would like to buy 49 tickets. The list is on our website.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2014—2015

DAVID SCOTT
PRESIDENT

DOUG CUCHERON
TREASURER

HUGH LINDSAY
WEBSITE COMMITTEE
CHAIR

ROY WILLIAMS
HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST

JON COLLINS
PAST PRESIDENT

JACK ZALESKI
VICE PRESIDENT

NORM LEACH
SPEAKERS COMMITTEE
CHAIR

DOUG LAMBERT
HOUSE COMMITTEE
CHAIR

RICHARD CARSON
SECRETARY

BRIAN MAUNDER
MEMBERSHIP
CHAIR

DOUG JONES
ACTIVITIES
CHAIR

PETER SCOTT
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
& PUBLISHER

TONY WEALL
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
COMMITTEE CHAIR

KEN YULE
COUNSEL

BRIAN WASSON
COUNSEL
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TED HORSEY
COUNSEL

