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2014
NEXT MONTH’S
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Tourism Vancouver
Topic: TBA

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS OUR PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH MEETING
DO NOT GO TO THE HR MACMILLAN SPACE CENTRE
DO GO THE ARBUTUS CLUB ON NANTON AT ARBUTUS
Our originally scheduled speaker, Dr. Andre Gerolymatos, has had to cancel his attendance at
our meeting due to a health issue.
Our Past Speaker Chairman, Hugh Chaun, faced with the second cancellation in three months,
was able to arrange for a substitute at very short notice, in the person of Mahmood Poonja.
Mahmood was born in Tanzania, educated at the Aga Khan School in Dar es Salaam and the
Charles University in Prague. He has been with Bestway Tours & Safaris in the capacity of
Chief Explorer, for 38 years and brings his wealth of knowledge to our meeting.
MAHMOOD POONJA

Founded in 1978, Bestway Tours & Safaris is one of the earliest established national tour operators in Canada serving North Americans
and travelers from across the world. It was a venture started by three
brothers who, whilst all being born and brought up in Africa, had formative years of higher education in different countries of Asia and Europe. The experience they each had made them realize that there was considerable ignorance of the different cultures, people and countries in the world. They
felt it was their mission to rectify this which led to the birth of Bestway Tours
Safaris. They put together journeys delving into different aspects of a country: the
great sites, historic monuments, natural beauty wildlife and, most importantly, the
local people. They make you experience their customs first hand. From the eastern shores of Indochina across Southeast, South and Central Asia, to the Middle
East, Europe and the Americas - not forgetting, of course, the home continent of
Africa. All this in small group tours to experience the culture and the people.
IRAN is one of the oldest civilizations in the world and it faces unsurmountable
challenges in marketing itself as a tourist destination. Our speaker, Mahmood
Poonja, Chief Explorer with Bestway Tours & Safaris, will give an insight into how
Iran tried to reinstate its tourism industry which collapsed after the Iranian revolution of 1978-79. He will also touch on how, in 1996, Vancouver based Bestway
Tours & Safaris became the first tour operator allowed to operate tours for North
Americans to Iran. Among other things a background on the historical and cultural heritage of the Persian civilisation as well as the importance of the historical
Silk Road to Iran will be part of his talk. The presentation will also have an audio
visual component showing some of the most important historical sites in Iran.
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Report of the September 11th Meeting
Attendance: 193 Members and Guests
President Hugh Lindsay opened the meeting and welcomed
the guests present, especially our speaker, Cameron
Cathcart. Hugh then called the Special Meeting of the Club
to pass the revised Constitution & Bylaws, which was successful. Following this Special Meeting, Hugh moved on to
our AGM at which he gave his report for the year. The
minutes of the Special Meeting as well as those of the AGM
are available for viewing on our website. Upon adjourning
the AGM, Hugh introduced the new president of the club for
the year 2018/19, Peter Scott. After relating a short story
about a mother and her screaming baby on a long flight,
Peter asked Jack Zaleski to introduce three new members
(see page 3). Rich Carson, representing the Activities Committee announced that the outing to The BC Sports Hall of
Fame had been cancelled due to lack of interest. Rich did
speak about our October meeting, the Presidents’ Lunch at
The
Arbutus Club, details are on page 5. Raymond Greenwood
thanked his cashiers and greeters. Peter then asked Hugh
Chaun to introduce our speaker.
Britain declared war on Germany on August 1, 1914, sparking a conflict known as the Great War, a tragedy that
changed the world forever. Four days later the Conservative
government of Sir Robert Borden also declared war on Germany, even though Canada was not threatened by invasion.
Despite being an independent colony since 1867, Canada
was expected to aid Britain in the war as it was part of the
British Empire. By the time the war ended in 1918 this decision would transform Canadian society from a unified country to a schism between Quebec and rest of Canada, the
effects of which are felt to this day.
Such was the Canadian patriotic zeal to aid the Empire that
almost overnight 30-thousand volunteers signed up. The
newly formed CEF took some basic training and in October
shipped off to England on 33 ships, the largest armada of
troopships to sail from Canada in history. Enthusiasm for the
war, particularly among English-speaking Canadians from
coast to coast, was very high. This was not shared by
French-speaking Quebecers where the majority felt that
Canada had no reason to take part in the war. Henri
Bourassa, a notable French-Canadian, was one of the key
opponents arguing that Canada should not be involved in a
European war when Canada itself is not being threatened.
Curiously, Prime Minister Borden didn’t have a clue about
allied strategy during the first two years of the war, kept in
the dark by the British Army while thousands of Canadians
were fighting and dying. In the meantime, support for the
war began changing after Canadian units suffered high causalities on the Western Front. In their first major battle, Second Ypres, they were attached with poison gas. The Battle
of the Somme in 1916 was an unmitigated disaster with
close to 25-thousand Canadian casualties. Parliament buildings in Canada caught on fire and were destroyed, with German sabotage being suspected.
Furthermore, the “war economy” was driving up manufacturing, food production, and jobs, but was leading to labour
unrest due to low wages and suspected corruption. Farmers
were unhappy with the low prices on their crops, that were
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being shipped off to Britain. Eventually the War Measures
Act and other laws were passed which granted the government unlimited powers for arrest, detention, deportation, and
press censorship including control over transportation, harbours, trade, and manufacturing. These laws led to the suspension of civil liberties and internments for 8,500 “enemy
aliens” – Canadian citizens who immigrated from Germany,
Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire. Borden also refused to intervene when provinces began to restrict French
language teaching beyond the second grade, which further
drove a wedge between French- and English-speaking Canadians.
Then in April of 1917, Canada triumphed at Vimy Ridge. But
again, the cost was high with 10,000 causalities and 3,600
fatalities. Recruiting dropped dramatically that year; conscription was announced in May, which was met with protests from Quebec. Five days after the announcement over
15,000 people protested at Pare la Fontaine, with thousands
of others protesting throughout Quebec. Protests were
countered by non-violent rallies in favour of conscription and
generally anti-Quebec. Throughout the summer of 1917,
Borden and Liberal leader, Sir Wilfred Laurier, debated the
issue. Would Canada cut back on more support for the war
or raise more recruits? Conscription became law in August
and many asked to be exempt, particularly in Quebec and in
Ontario. Soon enough, farmers, unionized workers and nonBritish immigrants also began to fight back against conscription, with 20% of those who were drafted never responding.
In 1917, volunteer enlistments had dried up, accusations of
war scandals began to mount, and income tax was proposed to help pay for the war. Borden, fed up with a lack of
answers from the British, went to London and successfully
demanded a seat in the Imperial War Cabinet.
The election was called for December 1917. It was the most
vitriolic of any election in Canada’s history. The government
took certain actions under the Wartime Elections Act, by
giving more votes to pro-conscriptionists groups and allowing all women to vote for the first time, providing that they
had a relative at war. The Liberals were defeated, a Union
government was elected, and Canada had conscription.
Racist jingoism was rampant in English-speaking Canada
and riots broke out in Quebec resulting in several deaths.
One hundred years ago Canada, once unified, was now
divided. “Canadians were not only fighting the Germans in
Europe, they were fighting themselves at home.” By the
spring of 1918, over 400,00 young men had registered for
the draft, of which over 300,000 sought exemptions.
In 1919, Borden participated in the Treaty of Versailles,
where he argued for greater independence from Britain,
eventually leading to the Statute of Westminster in 1931.
Overall 620,000 Canadians participated in WWI, with 67,000
fatalities.
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Rotarians' Investment Club

As The PROBUS Club of Vancouver goes into its
22nd year, we can reflect on the foresight of
those members of the community who started
the club in 1997, led by Fred Cotton, for whom our club’s
Book Club is named. A look through the archives indicate
that there are still a significant number of current members
who joined in that inaugural year!
At our AGM on September 11, we brought our Constitution
& Bylaws into compliance with the Provincial Government’s
new mandate and took advantage of this to change our governance system from a small Board of Directors with a larger Management Committee to a full Board of Directors.
The number of people now on the Board is the same as
were previously on the combination. For the coming year,
we welcome to the Board, David Pulfrey, Newsletter Editor and Publisher, Bill Hooker as Speaker Chair, Peter
Brock as Website and Database Chair. I want to express
our thanks to those who are no longer on the Board/
Management Committee, Doug Jones, Rich Carson and
Brian Maunder, all of whom made significant contributions
to the success of our Club.
Personally, I am honoured to have been asked to lead the
Club for this year and look forward to working with the excellent Board of Directors who have all volunteered their
time to continue the successful path set out by previous
Boards.
Our next meeting is our annual tribute to our Past Presidents, held at The Arbutus Club. Our speaker will be Dr.
Andre Gerolymatos, speaking to us for the fourth time.
His topics are always different and always interesting. Details are on page 5 of this newsletter.
The annual offer from the VSO is back again and details appear on page 4. Our thanks to Estelle Jacobson, wife of our
member, Michael and member of the Women’s PROBUS
Club for arranging this.

Members of Probus and their friends are invited to attend our next
Meeting on Thursday October 18th at the RVYC,
3811 Point Grey Road
(V6R 1B3 for those who know how to use a GPS !)
It starts at 6.30 pm sharp with a no-host bar from
6.00 pm in the Library upstairs.
Our Guest Speaker will be
Sandy McKinlay of CIBC Wood Gundy
on the topic of
"Naked Puts - Investment Strategy or Outright Speculation?”
We enjoy a superb 3 course dinner including a glass or two of
wine, coffee/gratuities/taxes for the reasonable cost of $60.00
each, plus an interesting discussion and analysis of our current
portfolio of some 12 - 14 stocks, several new stock proposals from
members, and a "Round Table" of ideas from members (and
guests) which are then voted on with the two most popular stocks
to be presented for the next month's meeting.
If you would like to attend, please email our President,
Bill Caulfield at wlcaulfield@gmail.com before Tuesday evening,
October 16th, since we must give RVYC a precise attendance
figure and are charged for "No-Shows".
Our Club was founded in 1998 by Members of Probus
and the Rotary Club of Vancouver,
many of whom are still active members.
If you would like further information, please email me at
johnws@telus.com and I will send you a brief
information package.
John Sullivan. Email: johnws@telus.net
Membership, R.I.C.

PROBUS FRED COTTON
BOOK CLUB
The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the ﬁrst Wednesday
each month (except July and August) at the White Spot,
Georgia & Cardero.
Upcoming books we will discuss:

Welcome New Members

October 3: A Power Seething by Julian Bell
November 7: The Trial by Franz Ka2a

BOB McQUARRIE
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

For further informa4on contact Ken Yule at kjyqc@shaw.ca or
604-266-4563.

DAVID SYKES
ENGINEER

Thanks to our September
Member Services Team

BILL SPROULE
ORTHODONTIST
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VANCOUVER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
TRIBUTE TO BENNY GOODMAN
Friday 11 January at 8 pm
Tickets $45 (normally $90) Section 1 Seating Balcony or Orchestra

One of the all-time greats, Benny Goodman’s influence on jazz, swing, big band, and popular music
was unsurpassed. Multi-instrumentalist Dave Bennett and his quartet trace the musical path from the
golden age of swing through the early days of rock ‘n’ roll, including chart-topping hits by Jerry Lee
Lewis, Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash. You’ll be In the Mood to Sing Sing Sing! (Tickets must be
ordered before January 1st for this concert)

TRAGIC LOVE: WAGNER & PROKOFIEV
Saturday 11 May at 8 pm
Tickets $35 (Normally $70) Section 1 Seating Balcony or Orchestra

Maestro Otto Tausk takes the podium in a concert all about love. The spotlight shines on VSO musicians Julia Lockhart and Jeanette Jonquil in the lovely Duet Concertino for Clarinet and Bassoon by Richard Strauss, and Maestro Tausk presents Prokofiev’s Romeo & Juliet in a way that
Vancouver audiences have never heard before, in a suite that features not only the most famous sections, but also some of the rarely-performed music in between that is in fact some of the most beautiful
music in the entire work. (Tickets must be ordered before April 1st for this concert)
RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR.
NAME_______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
PHONE #______________________________ EMAIL______________________________

Benny Goodman - Tickets $45 (normally $90) NUMBER OF TICKETS_____TOTAL COST_____
Tragic Love – Tickets $35 (normally $70)

NUMBER OF TICKETS_____TOTAL COST_____

WHICH PROBUS CLUB? MEN’s ___ WOMEN’S ___ VANCOUVER WEST MIXED ___
CHEQUE (# of tickets multiplied by applicable price) $__________made out to Vancouver Symphony Orchestra
Mail form and cheque to:WEstelle JacobsonW1192 Nanton AvenueWVancouver, BC V6H 2C5
TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AS OF NOVEMBER 1st AND WILL NOT BE MAILED
PICK-UP WILL BE AT MONTHLY PROBUS MEETING

NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS
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THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH
Tuesday October 9, 2018 – open to members and 1 guest

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR SCHEDULED SPEAKER, ANDRE GEROLYMATOS,
HAD TO CANCEL DUE TO A HEALTH ISSUE. HUGH CHAUN HAS BEEN
ABLE TO ARRANGE FOR AN EXCELLENT REPLACEMENT IN MAHMOOD
POONJA, OWNER AND CHIEF EXPLORER OF BESTWAY TRAVEL

TRAVELLING IN IRAN
His presentation will be followed by a fellowship break, with a no-host bar. Then a light and healthy
Gourmet Buffet will be served. There will be soup of the day, assorted whole wheat buns and bread
with various fillings, barbecued chicken and veggie wraps, vegetables and salads
and finally assorted dessert squares and cookies.

The seating is limited at the Arbutus Club, so you should register for this
popular event as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.
ALL THIS FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT FOR ONLY $35 PER PERSON
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO ATTEND THIS EVENT - THERE WILL BE NO
REGISTRATION AT THE DOOR. MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ARRIVE AT 9:30 AM
TO TAKE PART IN NORMAL SOCIALIZING AND TO ENJOY COFFEE.
THERE IS PLENTY OF FREE PARKING UNDERGROUND.
OR
REGISTER at the Activity Desk at the Probus meeting on September 11, OR
1. Make cheques payable to the PROBUS Club Vancouver.
2. DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS OCTOBER 6TH, DEADLINE FOR CANCELLATION IS OCTOBER 4TH
3. Remember - you will not be registered un4l payment is received.
YES, I plan to a6end
Name________________________________________________ Guest

Y

NO

Email_______________________________ Phone number______________________________
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS—2018—2019

HUGH LINDSAY
PAST PRESIDENT

PETER SCOTT
PRESIDENT

DOUG CUCHERON
TREASURER

PETER BROCK
WEBSITE & DATABASE
COMMITTEE CHAIR

HUGH CHAUN
VICE PRESIDENT

PETER HAMILTON
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

BILL HOOKER
SPEAKERS CHAIR

ROY WILLIAMS
HISTORIAN & ARCHIVIST

BILL RANDALL
COUNSEL

DAVID PULFREY
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
& PUBLISHER

BRIAN WASSON
COUNSEL
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TIM SEHMER
SECRETARY

JACK ZALESKI
ACTIVITIES CHAIR

RAYMOND GREENWOOD
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
COMMITTEE CHAIR

CARL JONSSON
COUNSEL

