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NEWSLETTER
PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER

PO Box 74539, KITSILANO, Vancouver, BC, V6K 4P4

https://[probusvancouver.com/

Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities

October, 2025

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 14 at The Arbutus Club

Speaker: Wally Buono—The Godfather of the CFL

Topic: "In Conversation with the CFL’s Most Winning Coach™

10:00: Coffee and Tea available

10:30: Meeting commences followed by our speaker’s presentation
12:00: Fellowship Break

12:30: Lunch

(For all details and registration, please go to page 6)

THIS IS OUR ANNUAL PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH MEETING AT THE ARBUTUS
CLUB ON NANTON AVENUE. DO NOT GO TO THE SPACE CENTRE!

WALLY BUONO

Wally Buono, affectionately known as the "Godfather of the CFL," was born in Poten-
za, Italy, in 1950 and moved to Canada with his family in 1953. He grew up playing mi-
nor football in Montreal, eventually attending Idaho State University, where he played

@l linebacker for the Bengals. Returning to Canada, he launched a decade-long playing
career with the Montreal Alouettes as a linebacker and punter, appearing in 152 games
and winning two Grey Cups.

Shortly after retiring as a player, Wally stepped into coaching, beginning as an assistant with Montre-
al in 1983. In 1990, after a few years with the Calgary Stampeders, he was promoted to head coach
by then-president Norman Kwong—a decision that would set the stage for one of the most storied
careers in CFL history.

Over his remarkable 47-year career, Wally accumulated 25 seasons as a head coach, 26 as a general
manager, and a legacy of success both on and off the field. He led his teams to five Grey Cup cham-
pionships and |3 regular-season division titles, finishing with an all-time record of 282 regular-
season wins. In 2009, he surpassed Don Matthews to become the CFL’s alktime winningest coach—
a title he still holds, often quipping that he’s also the “losingest” coach, in his humble way.

His outstanding career earned him CFL Coach of the Year honors in 1992, 1993, 2006, and 201 |.
He also received numerous prestigious awards, including the Order of Canada, the Hugh Campbell
Leadership Award, and the JCC Award. His legacy is enshrined in the Canadian Football Hall of
Fame, BC Football Hall of Fame, BC Sports Hall of Fame, and the BC Lions Wall of Fame, Calgary
Stampeders Wall of Fame, and the Idaho State Football Hall of Fame.

Beyond his achievements on the field, Wally is a respected community leader. Recognized with the
Paul Harris Award in 2001, he dedicates much of his time to causes close to his heart. He serves as
an ambassador for Make-A-Wish Canada and Immigration Canada, and he actively supports the ALS
Society of BC's WALK for ALS, in honor of his former teammate Tony Proudfoot.

Wally Buono is a true icon in Canadian sports, a devoted husband to his wife Sande, a proud father
to Amy, Dayna, Christie, and Michael, and a cherished "papa" to his six grandchildren: Jonah, Lucas,
Jack, Lucy, Maya, and Anna. His legacy reaches far beyond the game, embodying an unwavering com-
mitment to excellence, leadership, community, and, above all, family.

NEXT MONTH’S PROGRAM—TUESDAY, NOVEMBER |1

Speaker: Col. Scott Raesler
Topic: “Canadian Army Modernization — building a force to meet the chal-
lenges of



mailto:mailtopjpphillips@hotmail.com
https://probusvancouver.com/

PROBUS Club of Vancouve October, 2025

Report of the September 9th Meeting

Attendance: 95 Members and Guests

President Richard Earthy opened our AGM at 9:45, welcomed our
guests and members and proceded through the formalities before
passing the gavel over to our President for 2025-2026, John Kay.
John stated his term with the traditional story, then called on Jack
Zaleski to introduce our new member (see page 3).

John then called on John Brady to introduce our speaker, Dr. Andy
Day.

British Columbia boasts 1,040 provincial parks and protected areas,
encompassing an extraordinary range of ecosystems from coastal
rainforests to alpine tundra. These parks shelter more biodiversity
than anywhere else in the world’s temperate zone, with 143 species
of mammals, countless birds, whales, orchids, and beyond. Our
province has more biodiversity than anywhere in North America
and is home to many species at risk. Yet for all this abundance, the
park system has long been underfunded. BC invests only $2.80 per
hectare to manage its parks. By comparison, Alberta spends approx-
imately $35 per hectare, while Canada’s national parks are funded at
$36 per hectare, and Metro Vancouver’s regional parks receive a
remarkable $3,600 per hectare.

This is where the BC Parks Foundation comes in. Andy Day, CEO
of the foundation, joined us for a brief presentation followed by a
lively Q&A session, with members raising questions on local and
provincial issues.

The BC Parks Foundation was established in 2018 with a vision of “a
connected system of parks and Indigenous protected areas that is
cared for, resilient, and full of life, generating jobs, wealth and other
benefits for people and other species.” Unlike government agencies,
which are limited by budgets and political cycles, or conservation
groups like Nature Conservancy of Canada that often protect pri-
vate land, the Foundation focuses on public parks and public access.
While the BC Parks Foundation works closely with these partners,
it also raises private and philanthropic funds to match government
support, builds endowments for new protected areas, and develops
legacy funds in each region so that stewardship is financially secure
in the long term. They also have great merch that you can find at
most of the city’s street festivals!

The Foundation’s first major fundraising effort for the Princess
Louisa inlet property cost $3 million. Instead of traditional fundrais-
ing, they put out a crowdfunding page and relied on word of mouth.
The response was incredible and diverse - from pensioners donating
$5 monthly to elementary school kids doing bake sales, and even
large foundations contributing $300,000. The key mindset was: if
British Columbians truly love BC and want to keep it beautiful, they
will support the initiative. Their approach was to simply tell the sto-
ry and see how people respond. The Princess Louisa campaign went
viral, even being featured in national and international news as the
first crowdfunded park creation worldwide. For the first five years,
they didn't even have a fundraising department. Everything came
from passionate British Columbians wanting to contribute whatever
they could to preserve their province's natural beauty. The strategy
was fundamentally about trusting people's connection to the land
and their desire to protect it. The Foundation is currently spear-
heading an ambitious 30 by 30 campaign: protecting 30% of BC’s
land base by 2030. At present, 19% is protected; reaching 30%
would mean adding about 10 million hectares. The effort is being led
in collaboration with governments and more than 70 First Nations.
One of the challenges of our provincial park system is the explosion
of visitors. Currently, BC Parks receives 27 million visits annually, up
by more than a million each year for a decade. However, as visita-
tion increases, their budget has stayed about the same. More visi-
tors mean higher infrastructure costs for toilets, trails, and parking

maintenance, but since parks are free to enter. “More visitors actu-

ally shrink our operating budget,” Andy noted. This increase in visit-

ation also puts a lot of pressure on our parks. For example, Joffre

Lakes Provincial Park once saw 30,000 people a year. Because of

social media, this number has jumped to more than 340,000 annual

visitors in just two years. This pressure has damaged ecosystems
and conflicted with Indigenous practices such as berry harvesting. In
recent years, the park has closed for cultural use for short periods.

While this does make access to the park less predictable, the reality

is that Aboriginal rights are recognized in the Constitution, and gov-

ernments cannot ignore them. Building respectful relationships is
key to ensuring parks are shared and sustained for the future.

Equally difficult is reconciling BC’s history of industrial extraction

with growing recognition of Indigenous rights, biodiversity loss, and

climate change. For too long, we’ve seen industry versus environ-
ment. Now we need a new mindset where they work together,
with parks integrated into the larger landscape rather than isolated
bubbles.

Other highlights from the Q&A session:

e Wildfires: While wildfires are part of BC’s natural cycle, sup-
pression has made them more intense. Protecting intact ecosys-
tems helps mitigate fire, drought, and flooding. The Insurance
Council of Canada has even said the number one way to reduce
risks is to protect habitat.

Funding Obstacles: Andy stressed that the biggest barrier is
mindset. We need to shift from short-term resource extraction
to sustainable management, with parks woven into the econo-
my and culture.

e Vancouver Park Board: On Mayor Ken Sim’s plan to abolish the
elected Park Board, Andy emphasized he was speaking person-
ally, as he has nothing to do with Vancouver’s city parks official-
ly. He noted frustrations on both sides: citizens see bureaucra-
cy as slow and unhelpful, while staff contend with “no-fun Van-
couver” complaints.

e Parking Charges: Rising use means higher costs, and fees are
one tool, but Andy underscored that the Foundation’s model
relies on legacy funds and endowments to provide stable fund-
ing rather than unpredictable charges. They also receive funds
through the BC Parks Driver’s Licence program.

e Logging in Stanley Park: Dying trees are crucial for wildlife eco-
systems. Instead of removing damaged trees completely, park
managers are pruning trees with irregular cuts at the top to
prevent disease and allow water to run off, helping the tree stay
healthier. The goal is to keep forests "messy" and natural, as
this supports biodiversity.

e Land Ownership in BC: 95% of British Columbia is Crown land,
with only 5% privately owned. The ownership and control of
land is complex due to unresolved Indigenous land claims. Abo-
riginal title exists and has not been extinguished, which means
many Crown lands are subject to joint ownership and manage-
ment with First Nations. For private landowners, it's highly un-
likely that individual properties would ever be taken away.

e Proactive Measures: Beyond fundraising, the Foundation works
on directing visitors to less-used areas, investing in infrastruc-
ture, and expanding protected corridors so species can adapt
to climate change.

It says more about a people than almost anything else how we stew-

ard the incredible gift we’ve been given, and how we hand it to

those who come after us.

Bill Hooker thanked our speaker and handed him our customary

honorarium.
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Rotarians' Investment Club
Our first meeting after the summer recess was on Sep-
tember 25th which is always after the deadline for this
Newsletter, We had a review of our portfolio with con-
sideration for any changes to be made, and ideas for fu-
ture guest speakers. The date for our Christmas Dinner
Buffet was confirmed as December |4th at RVYC.

Also, we welcomed a Probus member who has expressed
interest in joining our investment club, and we hope to
see him attend a couple of meetings to confirm his inter-
est in joining us.

Our program usually consists of a guest speaker from the
Financial Services industry, review of our current portfo-
lio and a "Round Table" discussion of new stock ideas
from members.

Our next Meeting will be on Thursday October 30th at
6.00 pm for a "no-host" bar, (meeting at 6.30 pm) at the
RVYC 3811 Point Grey Road, and guests are welcome
(we have four lady members) The cost is $100.00 (cash
or cheque please) for an excellent 3 course dinner includ-
ing wine with the meal, tips & taxes etc.

If you would like to attend, please email our secretary
(Emily - emilybarcket@gmail,com) and myself as we have
recently changed the system to confirm our attendance. |
will email the Agenda etc. to you.

For detailed information about our 26 year old Club,
please email or phone me.

John Sullivan, Membership Chair.

johnws@telus.net

el »

604-263-4486 (landline)
ﬁ PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB %\
The Book Club will meet at 9:30 am on z
Wednesdays, Sept 3, and then on Oct 1 in
The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 5700 Larch Street,
(at w. 41st Avenue).
The books to be discussed when we meet are:
Oct 1: In Defence of Canada by Michel Maisonneuve.
Nov 5: The Wide Wide Sea by Hampton Sides

A list of books read since the Club began in 2008 may be
found on the Club website by clicking the “Book Club”
link. For further information contact Ken Yule at
kjygc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563

Welcome Our New Member

Scott Maclennan
Music Educator and Conductor

Probus Insights From The President

| consider it an honour and a privi-
lege to be President of our club. |
will be supported by a strong Board
of capable and experienced direc-
tors.

First of all | want to thank Richard on behalf of
all of us for the outstanding job he has done
over the past couple of years. His "double duty"
allowed us to build a succession plan which is
vital for any organization.

| think we are a remarkable club. Our members
have been leaders in their professions and busi-
nesses with many notable achievements. | am
always pleasantly surprised whenlistento the
bios that are read out when new members are
introduced.

On a technical issue we have arranged for the
Space Centre to supply a hand microphone for
future presentations.| have heard from a few
members who have trouble hearing the speaker
when they turn around to face their slides on
the screen.

Our overriding need is to attract new younger
members as the demographics are working
against us. This is a problem with many clubs in
the Lower Mainland.

With this in mind we have been in touch with the
editors of three newsletters published by the
CPA, BC Medical Society and the Law Societies.
Weare hoping to have letters published about
the benefits of Probus membership to profes-
sionals approaching retirement.

Finally | urge you to sign up for the Past Presi-
dents’ Lunch at the Arbutus Club on October
|4th where we recognize the contributions of
past presidents and where we will have a guest in
Wally Buono, the legendary football player,
coach and executive. It promises to be a most
interesting meeting.

| am looking forward to a year where we contin-
ue to enjoy each other's company in the spirit of
continued intellectual development and friend-
ship.

John Kay—~President


mailto:johnws@telus.net

PROBUS Club of Vancouver October, 2025

PROBUS Club of Vancouver—Social Opportunity Groups

To see details of how to join any of these groups, click (or ctrl-click) on the heading of each group.

Fred Cotton Book Club—Ken Yule

Information about the book club is featured every month on page 3 of the newsletter. By
clicking on the header above, find out full details of the current activities as well as a list of all
the books discussed since 2008. The club doesn't meet in July or August.

Breakfast Group—Peter Scott

On September 17, twelve members of the breakfast group met at Maxine’s Café & Bar. We
were seated at one table on the covered outdoor patio which was perfect for our various con-
versations despite a bit of traffic noise from Burrard St. Despite being one of the more expen-
sive places we have visited, the consensus was that the menu had some interesting and differ-
ent choices. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, October 15th at The Basic Eats at 3018
Main Street (at East 14th Avenue).

Anyone interested in joining us can contact Peter at peter26@telus.net.

Bridge Club—Jack Zaleski

Like the Book Club, the Bridge Club doesn’t meet in July or August. For information on how
the Bridge Club works, click on the heading above for details and how to join. Bridge Club
Member Hugh Chaun reports that the Bridge Club (which Jack Zaleski organizes) has had an
excellent season of enjoyable games, hosted in rotation in different members’ homes.
Anyone interested in joining this “fun” bridge group can get more details from Jack at
jack.zaleski@gmail.com

Rotarians' Investment Club

Everything you need to know about how The Rotarians’ Investment Club operates can be
found by clicking on the above heading. Information on the Club’s monthly meetings is fea-
tured each month on page 3 of this newsletter.

Pub Nights—Peter Phillips

My one regret is that some Probus members have yet to discover the pub night group. Such a
great way to spend a couple of hours: Lord, how people can talk! (and drink!). Free some time
from your hectic schedules, and join us next month, Thurs. Oct 9th, 4-6 pm, at the Tap & Bar-
rel-Olympic Village, 75 Athletes Way, Vancouver.

Email Peter Phillips (pjpphillips@hotmail.com) or Glenn Faris (glenndfaris@gmail.com).

Until then stay hydrated
Peter Phillips. Master Thirst Quencher

Contact Glenn Faris at glenndfaris@gmail.com or Peter Phillips at pjpphillips@hotmail.com
if you would like to join us. We gather on the 2nd Thursday of each month. Or just show up!

Peter Phillips, Master Thirst Quencher d®
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PROBUS Club of Vancouver—Social Opportunity Groups

Policy Conversations Cafe—Jim Matkin

Our goal is conversation, not any agenda. We discussed Trump's Tariff debacle (too much) and
local issues about media overload for students using smartphones.

THE TEMPORARY FOREIGN
WORKERS ARE HERE,..

Next month, we will talk about temporary workers and other things. Canada will double the
LNG facility on the road to 'Energy Super Power.’

"Canadians are fired up to engage in economic warfare against U.S. President Donald Trump's
tariffs. The attack on the US economy should include building numerous new Canadian oil and
gas pipelines, an astonishing super majority of Canadians say in a new poll."”

Edmonton Journal

The Lunch Group

There is no convenor for this group which gathers after every monthly meeting (except our
October, Presidents’ Lunch) at The Local Public Eatery on the corner of Cornwall Avenue and
Yew Street. The number of regular lunchers (I got this from Al!) is anywhere from 8 to 12 or
more. If you would like to join us, just show up!

Tennis—Bill Hooker
Bill will be talking soon with the UBC Powers-That-Be with regard to a late October-early No-
vember tournament date. So anyone who is interested can contact him to get on board.

Wine Tasting—John Kay

John Kay organised a most successful event on February 25 and he hopes to organise another
wine tasting sometime in 2026.
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THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCHWITHWALLY BUONO
TUESDAY, OCTOBER I14TH
at The Arbutus Club, 2001 Nanton Avenue.
Morning coffee and tea service will be available from 10:00
Open to members and guests

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Wally Buono, affectionately
known as the "Godfather of the CFL". Over his remarkable 47-year
career, Wally accumulated 25 seasons as a head coach, 26 as a gen-
eral manager, and a legacy of success both on and off the field. He

led his teams to five Grey Cup championships and 13 regular-season

division titles, finishing with an all-time record of 282 regular-season wins.
Following Wally’s presentation there will be a fellowship break, after
which a healthy and hearty Gourmet Buffet will be served. There will
be a vegetarian soup, assorted white and whole wheat sandwiches
and tortilla wraps with a variety of meat, seafood and vegetarian fill-
ings, crudités and salad, and finishing with assorted dessert squares

and cookies.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FORTHIS EVENT
COST: $40.00 per person
Members may bring one guest. No refunds after Tuesday, October 7th
To register with EventBrite click here
Please direct any questions to Al Hurwitz at alhurwitz@gmail.com
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20,2025—10:30AMTO 12 NOON
ATOUR OF PREMIER PLASTICSPRODUCTION FACILITY

OUR FELLOW MEMBER jOHN RICHARDSON HAS INVITED
UPTO I5 OF OUR MEMBERS TO TOUR HIS BUSINESS WHICH
MANUFACTURES A HUGE RANGE OF POLYETHYLENE WATER
TANKS, SEPTIC TANKS AND TRAFFIC BARRICADES

WEWILL MEET AT 10:15 AT THE PLANT AT 8328 RIVERWAY IN DELTA.
FOR DETAILED DIRECTIONS, CLICK HERE.

THETOURWILL BE LED BY JOHN AND HIS PLANT MANAGER. WE
WILL BE ABLETO SEETHE 3 LARGEST GAS FIRED MOLDING OVENS IN
CANADA WHICHWERE RECENTLY INSTALLED AND MAY BE OPERAT-
INGWHEN WE ARE THERE!

AFTERTHETOUR,THOSEWHO WISH CAN STOP FOR LUNCH AT THE
CASCADES CASINOWHICH IS AT THE SOUTH END OF THE TUNNEL.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FORTHIS EVENT
COST:$10.00 per person (LIMIT OF 15 MEMBERS ONLY)

All monies collected, less fees, will be donated to a charity of John’s choice
No refunds after Monday, November |14th
To register with EventBrite click here
Al Hurwitz has offered to organise ride-sharing. If you would like to
either drive or car-pool, contact Al at alhurwitz@gmail.com
or call him at 778-895-6455

7
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