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Next Meeting: Annual General Meeting

September 9th, 2014

Time: 9:30 am

Location: H.R. MacMillan Planetarium
and Space Centre, Lower Level

Speaker: Pierre Lebel

Topic: Northwest BC Development

Future Speakers

October 14th: Dr. Paul Budra
Topic: How Shakespeare
Became Shakespeare

November 12th: Paul Evans
Topic: South China Seas

Pierre Lebel L.L.B., M.B.A.

Mr. Pierre Bruno Lebel,
LL.B., M.B.A,, serves as
Board Observer at FRX
Polymers, Inc. Mr. Lebel
served as President of
Colony Pacific Explora-
tions Ltd. He has a dis-
tinguished career in mining, spanning
more than 25 years, primarily focused
on mine financing, construction and de-
velopment. He was an accounting in-
structor in 1972, and acted as Vice Presi-
dent of Finance and Administration for
E&B explorations from 1980 to 1981.
He remains current on accounting prin-
ciples, financial statement preparation
and presentation, and accounting issues
through serving on audit committees of
six separate public boards. He has been
the Chairman of Imperial Metals Corp.,
since January 21, 2003. He served as the
Chair of the Mining Association of Brit-
ish Columbia. He serves as a Director of
the Mining Association of British Colum-
bia. He serves as Head of the Advisory
Board of Sepp's Gourmet Foods Ltd. and
has served as a Director since 1995
where he also served as its Lead Direc-
tor. In 1998, the BC and Yukon Chamber
of Mines awarded Mr. Lebel the E.A.
Scholz Medal in recognition of his out-
standing contribution towards the con-
struction and development of Imperial's
Mount Polley copper/gold mine in Brit-
ish Columbia.

Mr. Lebel has served as a director and

sat on the board of numerous corpora-
tions in BC and Canada over his more
than 25 year career. He holds an MBA
from McMaster University and LLB from
the University of Western Ontario.

JOHN HOYLE
This article appeared in a recent North
Shore News. John Hoyle is an Honou-
rary Life Member. He, along with Fred
Cotton, was instrumental in forming the
Probus Club of Vancouver.

B

Marianne and Fohn Hoyle

Marianne and John Hoyle were married on
Aug. 19, 1949, in Hamilton, Ont. Longtime
West Vancouver residents, they have two
daughters, four grandchildren, and four great-
grandsons. Family and friends congratulate
them on their 65th wedding anniversary.
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Upcoming Events
September 16"—Tour of the Canadian
Museum of Flight

October 14*—
(See page 4 for all information)

Presidents’ Luncheon
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Report of the August 12th Meeting

Attendance: 140 Members and Guests

President Jon Collins called the meeting to order at 10:00 am, wel-
coming all and especially guest speaker Neil Ritchie, whose biography
appears in the August newsletter. John Gunn acted as recording secre-
tary. Orrin Webber introduced 3 new members (see “Welcome New
Members” inside.) Rich Carson, financial chair, reported that following
such a good performance this year, the dues for the coming year will
be $50.00.

Activities Chairman, Doug Jones, advised that the September |6th visit
to the Museum of Flight has 26 people registered now—there is still
some room for more. On October |4th at 10 am, the Presidents’
Lunch will be in the Strathcona Room at The Arbutus Club. For all

details, see page 4.
President Jon announced that The History of our Club, by Norm

Weitzel is available in hard copy or on line on our website.
Tony Weall introduced Neil Ritchie who then presented an all too

brief "History of The Jazz Age."

Essentially the birth and maturing of true Jazz took place in the period
between the two world wars - that is, roughly 1918 to 1938 and par-
ticularly during the "roaring twenties". Although many of ‘the greats"
of the jazz era were indeed black, there appears to be little connec-
tion, if any, between Jazz and what could be termed “African music”,
contrary to what many of the critics at the time tried to suggest. It
was simply not the same beat. Jazz and the dancing that often went
with it was distinctly American.

Mr. Ritchie proposed that there were really three giants or "Super
Stars" of the Jazz Age, namely Paul Whiteman, Duke Ellington and
Louis Armstrong. Sadly Mr. Ritchie ended up being squeezed by time
and was really only able to focus on the first two.

Of great interest was the absolute horror with which Jazz was viewed
by the classical music people of that period, with its syncopation, im-
provisation, its sexual implications and its apparent lack of musical
discipline. The fact that many of the performing musicians were black
struck fear into some of the refined and inhibited white listeners -
including most of the music critics of the time. Ritchie pointed out, on
this point, that it really was not undisciplined music - the soloist, be he
a pianist, trumpeter or other, could improvise but had, at all times, to
be strictly “in sync” with the other players and their chord changes
and progressions. It was not a free-for-all. Some people from the old
school called it "The Devil’s Music". Clearly, however, it was a total
break from what people were generally listening to at that time, in
music halls and concerts (no radio yet!) Songs such as "Shine on Har-
vest Moon" epitomized the popular taste, along with operettas from
Europe. The shock effect of Jazz in USA was amazing - for example
there were 60 communities in the country that actually prohibited Jazz
in dance halls - apparently to protect the young listeners from the
degenerate influence of this music.

For Mr. Ritchie, the first of the three Super Stars of the Jazz age was
Paul Whiteman with his all white band (he had no choice in those
days) - a band with much emphasis on the string section. Whiteman
had been labelled "King of Jazz" but to do him justice he felt it was
undeserved and he gave full credit for the creation of Jazz to the black
community. However, the label stuck to him for a long time.
Whiteman was classically trained, played the viola, and was destined
for a classical career until he heard a Jazz group in San Francisco. He
switched! Whiteman was a showman and his traveling orchestra be-
came famous throughout the country. He played music that was a bit
more acceptable to the establishment than that played by the pure

Jazz groups. His first great success was his rendering of "Whispering" -
barely Jazz. It was Whiteman who commissioned George Gershwin to
write Rhapsody in Blue, hoping to demonstrate that elements of jazz
could be taken seriously in an orchestral setting. “| want to make a
lady out of jazz" was his famous comment. Rhapsody in Blue was first
performed (1924) at Aeolian Hall in New York and it was a historic
success, with Gershwin himself at the piano. Whiteman also broke
ground by hiring Bing Crosby to travel with the orchestra and be the
"Vocalist" - a position never previously filled by orchestras. It should
be remembered that many of the jazz groups who played in the New
York clubs were all black, while the audience were all white, even in
Harlem. Whiteman would gladly have hired black players of talent but
in the milieu of the era it would have been quite unacceptable - it had
to be one or the other, not mixed.

Duke Ellington, Mr. Ritchie’s second Super Star of the Jazz Age, was
lucky to have parents who convinced him he could do anything to
which he set his mind, and they imbued him with what was then called
"Race Pride". (Of interest, his father sometimes catered in the White
House.) He became a very accomplished pianist and a showman. Al-
ways impeccably dressed, elegant and sophisticated, he was also a
superb composer of great music suited to his band. Always at the
piano himself, always smiling, he was hugely influenced by Sidney Bech-
et and by the New Orleans musicians of the time. Born and brought
up in Washington DC, he eventually moved to New York. Ellington
wrote many songs and was well rewarded in royalties. Thus he could
afford to pay his players handsomely and so they generally stayed to-
gether. This was the age of the great night clubs, especially in New
York City and one of the most famous was the Cotton Club in Har-
lem, which is still in existence and is where Ellington played many
times, writing many new songs for those occasions. Incidentally clubs
of this sort were generally run by gangsters who had other sources of

revenue. They had the clubs because they loved Jazz.
Louis Armstrong is Mr. Ritchie’s third Super Star, but unfortunately

time ran out and he could not tell us about this musical giant.

During the Q&A part at the end of his talk, Mr. Ritchie gave due
recognition to Stan Kenton, Artie Shaw and Bennie Goodman (all
white!), and special kudos to Dave Brubeck and his scholastic acumen.
Discussing the present state of Jazz, Ritchie mourns the loss of suitable
venues which were needed for jazz performances. Without the inti-
mate ambiance of Jazz venues, the jazz format suffers. He mentioned
the only venue in Vancouver now is the Patricia Hotel in East Hastings
from 3 to 7 pm on Saturdays. Sadly The Cellar at Broadway & Alma,

is now gone.
Brian Waters thanked Mr. Ritchie for his informative and timely talk.
The meeting adjourned at | I:15 am.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES TEAM
Greeters—Mark White & Peter Cooperburg
Cashiers—David Pulfrey & Trevor Sandy
Member Services Desk—Tony Weall

Welcome New Members
David Cannell—Doctor
Arnie Dlin—Doctor
Douglas Rae—Lawyer
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT-2014

The Nominating Committee, comprising of Chairman, Wayne Au-
dette, Jon Collins and David Scott, submitted the following slate of
nominees for 2014-2015:

President and Director: David Scott
Past President and Director: Jon Collins
Vice-President and Director: Jack Zaleski

Richard Carson
Doug Cucheron

The following have agreed to serve as Committee Chairmen:

Secretary and Director:
Treasurer and Director:

Norm Leach
Brian Maunder
Hugh Lindsay
Doug Jones
Doug Lambert
Peter Scott

Speakers Committee:
Membership Committee:
Web Site Committee:
Activities Committee:
House Commiittee:
Newsletter Editor:
Membership Services Committee: Tony Weall
Historian & Archivist: Roy Williams

Any additional nominations (with prior agreement to stand) must be
conveyed to the Nominating Committee at least 24 hours in ad-
vance of the September Annual General Meeting. A nomination for
one of the top five positions would also

carry a nomination for one of the five directors.

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Annual Financial Statements for the fiscal year
ending July 31, 2014 are available on our website at:
www.probusvancouver.com.

Copies will also be available for pick up at the
Member Services Desk

ROTARIANS' INVESTMENT CLUB
The next Meeting of the Club will be on Thursday September
25th at the RVYC, Point Grey Road, starting with a no-host bar at
6.00 pm and the meeting starting at 6.30 pm sharp.
The topic will be "How to Analyse an Analyst's Report" and
we have requested an analyst from Odlum Brown, our stockbrok-
er, to speak to us about the key items and discrepancies they cri-
tique. In addition we shall have our 'Round Table Review" of
members (and guests) proposals for future stock purchase consid-
erations, and Watchdog Reports. An enjoyable 3 course gourmet
dinner including table wine is included for $60.00 if you would
like to attend to consider joining our Club which has been in oper-
ation since 1998. The meeting is usually over by about 9.30 pm.
Please email/telephone if you would like to attend, to David Clark
at dclarkx(@gmail.com, 604-224-7817 prior to 24th September as
we have to give RVYC the numbers by that date.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

My term as President has sped by. It
has been an honour and an enjoyable
experience, that has strengthened my
conviction that Probus Vancouver’s
390 plus membership is a great group
of men: an effective hard-working Management Commit-
tee and an ever-helpful and encouraging membership.
Looking ahead to next year we have three executive re-
tirements and a “Cabinet Shuffle”

The three exits: (1) Wayne Audette, Past President whom
| would like to thank for guidance, has completed his term
as Past President and Chairman of the Nominating Com-
mittee, a complicated task this year. Wayne completes a 5
year stretch on the Management Committee starting in
2009 as Treasurer: (2) Ken Yule, Secretary and Activity
Committee member who gracefully withstood the pres-
sure of minute taking for 2 years of meetings and shep-
herded through several by-law changes: (3) Norm Weit-
zel, a Past-President, recently Historian and Archivist, who
pulled together the first History of our Club. Kudos and
thanks to these three.

Doug Jones, Activities Committee, Doug Lambert, House
Committee and Tony Weall, Member Services, remain in
their executive roles.

Brian Maunder, Speakers Committee, is trading with
Norm Leach, currently Membership Committee. Retiring
after serving as Editor for 156 Newsletters (I3 years), Roy
Williams takes on the role of Historian and Archivist.
Stepping into Roy’s big shoes will be Peter Scott as Editor
and Publisher of the Newsletter. Rich Carson, an efficient
Treasurer moves to Secretary. New to the Management
Committee are Doug Cucheron as Treasurer and Hugh
Lindsay, Website Committee, a position held so capably
by Jack Zaleski who becomes Vice President. It is my
pleasure to be replaced by the exceptionally worthy David
Scott who has already demonstrated his proficiency by
masterfully Chairing the Strategic Planning Review which
produced several excellent recommendations that are
already being acted on.

Our club is in good shape financially and membership-
wise. | know we can count on your continued interest
and participation.

IN MEMORIAM

It is with regret we announce the passing of Ken Rudd on July 20, 2014. Our condolences to his family.
The Probus Club of Vancouver will make a donation in Ken’s memory to
The Canadian Society of Intestinal Research
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Guided Tour of the Canadian Museum of Flight
Location: Hangar # 3 - 5333 216th Street, Langley, BC

Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014—$20 PER PERSON

9:45 AM ARRIVE AT HANGAR #3 - 5333 216TH STREET LANGLEY, BC.
10:00 AM ASSEMBLE IN DC3 CLUB HOUSE, TO HAVE COFFEE AND HEAR OPENING REMARKS.
10:00 AM 2 HOUR GUIDED TOUR AND FREE TIME TO VIEW THE COLLECTION
12:30 PM NO HOST LUNCH AT YOUR CHOICE OF RESTAURANT, POSSIBLY IN LANGLEY
OR AT THE RUNWAY CAFE AT THE AIRPORT (MENU IS ON THE MUSEUM WEBSITE

We have 40 people registered and the maximum number is 50. If you wish to go, please sign up
now.. Driving directions are posted on the Probus website and are also on the Museum website.

THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH

Continuing our tradition of excellent speakers at our Presidents’ Lunch, this year the very
entertaining Dr. Paul Budra will make Shakespeare come alive.

Chair of the English Department at SFU, Budra’s pre-performance lectures at Bard on the Beach have
been called among the best in the world! Budra, whose full CV will appear in the October

Newsletter, is highly recommended by Christopher Gaze.

The Activities Committee has decided to introduce a different theme this year, with a lighter and
healthier lunch with a selection of salads and sandwiches at a new and exciting venue.

So this year, we have changed the location to the Arbutus Club and will be providing a gourmet
sandwich buffet lunch, with a hot soup, at the more modest cost of

$25 per person.

This change, combined with the quality of our speaker, is likely to result in a full house — remember
that space is limited by the size of the room we have reserved, so get your reservation in fast!

Registration: At the Activity Desk at the Probus Meeting on September 9, 2014 OR
1.  Mail Registration form and payment ($20 per person for the Museum of Flight, $25 per person
for The Presidents’ Lunch) to: Doug Jones, 17—5760 Hampton Place , Vancouver, BC,V6T 2G1;
2. Make checks for the appropriate amount payable to the Probus Club of Vancouver.
3.  Remember - you will not be registered until payment is received.

| plan to attend: The Museum of Flight |:| The Presidents’ Lunch |:| PLEASE TICK ONE OR BOTH BOXES

Name E-Mail
Phone number # of Guests
\‘&.‘, VANCOUVER CANADIANS BASEBALL GAME—]ULY, 2015
Would those members who are interested, please email Doug Jones at

jonzee88@hotmail.com indicating how many tickets you might like.
So far, 22 members have indicated they would like to buy 44 tickets. The list is on our website. Our target is 50.




