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ALAN FRANEY 

Alan Franey is now Director of International Programming for the Vancouver 
International Film Festival (VIFF), a position he happily assumed in 2014 af-
ter having been VIFF’s Festival Director for 26 consecutive festivals from 
1988 - 2013. Under Mr. Franey's direction VIFF became one of the top film 
festivals in North America in terms of cinematic quality, and one of the 

largest in terms of both number of films shown and the size of its audience.  
Mr. Franey has been responsible for executive and programming functions of VIFF since 
its inception in 1982, working alongside festival founder Leonard Schein. Alan was 
appointed Festival Director in 1988.  
Mr. Franey oversaw the creation, construction and operations of the festival’s state-of-
the-art year-round exhibition facility, the Vancouver International Film Centre, 
which opened in 2005, and which began year-round exhibitions at its Vancity Theatre 
in 2006. Alan has by now travelled to over 170 international film festivals, served on 
several international juries, and overseen the exhibition of 40,000 public screenings of 
14,000 films. 
Alan Franey was born 1957 in London, England and raised in Vancouver. He was Stu-
dent’s Council President at Burnaby Central High School in 1974. He represented 
Burnaby Central at the United Nations Conference held at UBC in 1973. At Douglas 
College and SFU, Alan studied film history and filmmaking as part of a degree in General 
Studies largely focussed on the humanities (Minors in Film & English). 
From 1979 to 1985 he served as Manager of Vancouver’s 830-seat Ridge Theatre at 

 
cinema in Canada.  
In 1988 Alan was appointed Administrative Director of the Olympic Film Festival at 
the Calgary Olympics, the first international film event of significant scope in that city. 
In 1990, Mr. Franey was a recipient of Business in Vancouver’s “40 Under 40 Award”, 
and in 2012 the Vancouver Film Critics Circle’s “Ian Caddell Award for Achievement” 
for his ongoing contributions to the British Columbia film industry.  
In 2019 the French Minister of Culture awarded him the distinction of “Chevalier 
dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres” (Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters), conferred on 
“persons who have distinguished themselves by their creativity in the field of art, culture 
and literature or for their contribution to the influence of arts in France and throughout 
the world.” 
In addition to his functions at VIFF, Alan has served on the Boards of the Pacific Ciné-
mathèque and of the Vancouver Oral Centre for Deaf Children (now the Children’s 
Hearing and Speech Centre of BC), where he was President for 5 years (1999 – 
2003). 
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This was our 4th Zoom meeting and Jack was ready at 7:30 
pm with his Waiting Room open to receive members as they 
trickled in. A little after 8, Jack handed the meeting over to 
President Hugh who thanked Jack for his work getting us set 
up Zoom once again.  Hugh’s story of the month was about 
tennis, a nod to our speaker, Hugh’s cousin from Australia 
who is a formidable tennis player. Three new members were 
introduced by David Smith (see  Welcome New Members on 
page 3) after which, Hugh introduced our speaker. 
 

Henry Litton is a retired judge of Hong Kong’s Court of Final 
Appeal. He has many criticisms of Hong Kong’s judicial sys-
tem and is concerned that China's new National Security 
Law is being misunderstood and misrepresented by Western 
media, which may have negative long-term repercussions for 
the prosperity of Hong Kong. 
 

In December 1984, China and Britain signed the Sino-British 
joint declaration, which gave China the right to resume its 
sovereignty over Hong Kong as of July 1, 1997.  On that day, 
Hong Kong transformed from a British Crown Colony to a 
special administrative region of the People’s Republic of 
China. In the declaration, however, China agreed to allow 
Hong Kong to operate more or less autonomously for the 
first 50 years working under the principle of One Country, 
Two Systems. Hong Kong’s residents’ way of life would re-
main largely unchanged. They would maintain a capitalist 
system. English would continue as an official language, and 
the Common Law remained the governing legal system, with 
judges being recruited from other common law jurisdictions. 
The whole agreement was and continues to be underpinned 
by a regional constitution called the Basic Law, which imple-
ments the joint declaration made by China and Britain, set-
ting the vision of Hong Kong’s future. The Basic Law is the 
blueprint for Hong Kong, dealing with a whole range of gov-
ernment institutions such as trade affairs, finance, customs, 
excise, quarantine, education, border control, labour and 
social services, police force, etc... Fundamental human 
rights and religious, academic, and press freedoms are all 
guaranteed in the Basic Law, ensuring Hong Kong a high 
degree of autonomy.  
 

While 2047 seemed very far away at the time, half that time 
has now elapsed. Young people living in Hong Kong have 
major concerns that life as they know it will dramatically 
change just as they enter their prime. As we’ve seen high-
lighted by the media, there have been frequent protests with 
youth carrying signs that say “Liberate Hong Kong” and 
“Revolution in our time.” Even with the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the protests continue, although at a diminished 
level. On the other hand, over 2 million people in Hong Kong 
signed a petition asking the central government to intervene 
and save Hong Kong from the protests. In response, Beijing 
announced that the National People’s Congress would prom-
ulgate a National Security Law for Hong Kong. Since the re-
gional government didn’t appear to be handling the national 
security risk, under the Basic Law, the central government 
declared a state of emergency.  
 

As the protests continue, it is important to note that nowhere 
in the agreement does it suggest that Hong Kong must 
change come 2047, or ever for that matter. Under the current 
arrangement, Hong Kong has excelled and prospered. It now 

has one of the largest foreign reserves globally and is the 
third most important financial centre after New York and 
London. China as a whole benefits from Hong Kong’s suc-
cesses. Trade has become much more complex today as 
compared to when the agreement was signed in 1984. The 
system is now completely enmeshed with the financial sys-
tem and heavily influenced by the Western supply chain. 
Hong Kong has been able to effortlessly adapt to these 
changes primarily because it continues to operate under the 
Common Law. Keeping both systems in China provides a 
safeguard to ensure the country’s prosperity.  
 

The One Country, Two Systems principle can long endure in 
China, well past the 2047 deadline, using Hong Kong’s 
unique characteristics as a positive contribution to the na-
tion. But, prosperity cannot thrive under uncertainty. The 
One Country, Two Systems principle is a living concept that 
evolves with the changing times. The aim of the new law is 
to strengthen the application of the principal in Hong Kong, 
leaving the possibility that the two systems will last long 
past 2047. However, in order for China to see the long-term 
success of this dual system, the Common Law must be seen 
to act effectively when coping with problems such as the 
protests. Henry believes that currently, the Hong Kong 
courts at the highest levels are overemphasizing individual 
rights and have added fuel to the protests to legitimize per-
sonal sovereignty. The Hong Kong judiciary will need to cali-
brate the system to accommodate the cultural values in 
Hong Kong with national aspirations, a task that will involve 
great sensitivity.   
 

In 2049, China will be celebrating the centurion of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. Henry ponders what role Hong Kong 
will play in this role. Will it be a point of pride and one of Chi-
na’s most significant assets? Or will it be but a burden? The 
decisions and actions taken today will play a key role in the 
outcome. 
 

Recommended Reading: Is the Hong Kong Judiciary 
Sleepwalking to 2047? By Henry Litton 

Report of the August 11th Meeting 

Attendance:  82+ Members and Guests 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

It is with regret that we announce the passing of 
 

Bernie Hoeschen on May 6 and 
Art Jeffery on July 25 

 

Our condolences to their families and friends. 
The PROBUS Club of Vancouver will donate a tree 
planting in Bernie’s name as per his request and 

will make a donation in Art’s name to 
The BC Hospitality Foundation.  

 

This memorial for Art was set up 
by members of The Vancouver 
Lawn Tennis and Badminton 

Club 
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THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENTARY 

Rotarians' Investment Club 
 

Our Club Members enjoyed their first Dinner Meeting at 
RVYC. on Thursday August 13

th  
since the pandemic 

started. 11 Members attended having 3 Members per table. 
Dinner, as usual, was first class, with crab cake salad, a 
juicy steak on a bed of quinoa & sliced veggies, baked 

apple tartine with ice cream, coffee & a couple of 
glasses of wine! 

 

Our last meeting had voted to purchase “Paypal” on a 

potential price drop which was successful and probably 
paid for the dinner that evening ! An excellent Power Point 
stock presentation was made by one of our Members on 
our recently purchased projector, resulting in a “Buy” vote.  

Our “Round Table” of ideas resulted in 3 stocks to be 

presented in our September Meeting. 
 

We are hoping to have another RVYC Dinner Meeting on 
Thursday September 24

th
, and are inviting a well known 

Guest Speaker to attend. 
Our Investment Club was formed in April 1998 by members 
of your Probus Club and the Rotary Club of Vancouver. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information. 
Keep Smiling & Stay Safe! 

John Sullivan, Membership Chair, RIC. 
Email: johnws@telus.net  - Res: 604-263-4486 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  
 

During the current �me of physical 

spacing, The Book Club will meet at 9:00 a.m. 

on the first Wednesday each month via Zoom. 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  
 

 

 

September 9—Neither Here Nor There by Bill Bryson 
October 7—Trumpocalypse by David Frum 
 
 

  
 

For further informa�on contact Ken Yule at 
kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563. 

Ken will send out the invita�on to join the mee�ng. 

As our PROBUS year draws to an end with our 
AGM on September 8, this is my final Commentary. 
It has been my privilege to share some of my 
thoughts with you in this column. It has been an ex-

traordinary COVID-19 Probus Year but, overall, we have 

adapted to it well. 
The headline in our April 2020 Newsletter read, “Until further 
notice, all monthly Probus meetings are cancelled. Once the 
world is back to normal, we will resume our meetings.” How-
ever, the May Newsletter headlined, “Hot off the Press! Excit-
ing News for Probus Members,” announcing our inaugural 
Zoom meeting on May 19, featuring Dr. Dan Kalla on 
“Pandemics: Then & Now.” This was followed by Olga Camp-
bell’s “A Whisper Across Time” (June 9), Dr. Andrew Trites’ 
“The Chinook-Orca Study” (July 14), and Henry Litton’s “A 
Long Shadow cast over Hong Kong” (August 11), as our first 
overseas speaker, thanks to Zoom, from Australia. They have 
all been a success and we have truly been effectively rescued 
by Zoom, with Jack Zaleski’s invaluable help hosting “Your 
Home via Zoom”! It is improbable that we will be able to hold 
our Annual Presidents’ Lunch Meeting on October 13, so our 
guest speaker, Dr. Julio Montaner, OC, OBC, has graciously 
agreed to speak to us virtually on “Towards the end of HIV/

AIDS: Fact or Fiction?” 
By September, we will have welcomed 13 new members this 
year, a reduction from the 30 last year, likely an indirect effect 
of our inability to continue with in-person open meetings dur-
ing the pandemic. We continue to encourage members to in-
vite potential members as guests to our monthly speakers’ 

virtual meetings to inspire interest. 
Unfortunately, the pandemic restrictions have curtailed any 
planning by the Activities Committee. The VSO concert on 
February 14 went ahead and was much enjoyed but the March 

13 one had to be cancelled. 
The budget for the next fiscal year is calculated to break even 

essentially. 
Our newsletter and the website continue to be outstanding 

features of our club. 
I wish to acknowledge the tremendous support I have enjoyed 
from members of the governing board throughout the year 
and, to them, my sincerest thanks. It will be my pleasure to 
hand over the ‘president’s gavel’ to Rich Carson on September 

8, with my very best wishes. He will be an excellent leader. 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Stuart Sung 

Finance 
 

 

Craig Lamb 

Professional Engineer 
 

 

Thomas Reppchen 

Hospitality Management 

Who knew Tofino’s seagulls were also 
practising social distancing? 
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KEN’S GROANER (a pun contributed by Ken Yule) 

A French feline fancier had a litter of four kittens.   He 

named them un, deux, trois, and quatre. They amused 

him as they gamboled and played all day long.   The 

one thing he warned them about was a pond some dis-

tance from his house.   He admonished them not to go 

near it, and they listened to him. But winter came and 

the pond froze solid.   The kittens decided, since it 

wasn’t water, it was safe to walk on it so they ventured 

onto the ice.   It cracked.   A hole opened, and un, 

deux, trois, quatre sank.  

This Month’s Quote 
 

Optimists and pessimists die the same 
way.  They just live differently. 
I prefer to live as an optimist. 

 

Shimon Peres 

Joe passed away. His will provided $30,000 for an 
elaborate funeral. As the last guests departed the 
affair, his wife, Helen, turned to her oldest friend, 
Jody.  “Well, I’m sure Joe would be pleased,” she 
said. 
 “I’m sure you’re right,” replied Jody, who lowered 
her voice and leaned in close. “How much did this 
really cost?” 
 “All of it,” said Helen. “Thirty thousand.” 
 “No!” Jody exclaimed. “I mean, it was very nice, but 
$30,000?” 
 Helen answered, “The funeral was $6,500. I donated 
$500 to the church. The wake, food and drinks were 
another $500. The rest went for the memorial 
stone.” 
 Jody computed quickly. “$22,500 for a memorial 
stone? My God, how big is it?!” 
 “Two and a half carats” replied her friend. 

SOME 5TH MONTH PANDEMIC HUMOUR 
 

1. So let me get this straight, there’s no cure for a vi-
rus that can be killed by sanitizer and hand soap? 
 

2. Is it too early to put up the Christmas tree yet? I 
have run out of things to do. 
 

3. When this virus thing is over with, I still want some 
of you to stay away from me. 
 

4. If these last months have taught us anything, it’s 
that stupidity travels faster than any virus on the 
planet, particularly among politicians and bureau-
crats. 
 

5. Just wait a second – so what you're telling me is 
that my chance of surviving all this is directly linked 
to the common sense of others? You’re kidding, right? 
 

6. People are scared of getting fined or arrested for 
congregating in crowds, as if catching a deadly dis-
ease and dying a horrible death wasn’t enough of a 
deterrent. 
7. If you believe all this will end and we will get back 
to normal just because we reopen everything, raise 
your hand. Now slap yourself with it. 


