
History of The Probus Club of Vancouver  

1996		

The idea for our club was first conceived by the Rotary Club of Vancouver in late 1996 when the 
President Tom Calkin embarked on a program to explore the possibility of founding a Probus Club to 
serve the area of Vancouver and West Vancouver.  

Paul Harris Fellow John Hoyle was given the assignment and John enlisted fellow Rotarian Fred Cotton 
to work on the project.  

On October 23, 1996, Fred arranged a meeting at the Hollyburn Country Club in West Vancouver 
and invited 12 friends who had shown an interest in the formation of the club.  

Several key issues were addressed at the initial meeting including the decision to form a club for men 
only with an initial target of 100 members from the west side of Vancouver and West Vancouver.  

The importance of speakers to the success of the club was recognized and ideas for speakers and topics 
were forthcoming.  

All present agreed to bring additional “prospects” to the next meeting to be held in the west side of 
Vancouver.  

It is interesting to note that among the initial group were several members of future management 
committees and four honourary life members, Brice Macdougall, Fred Cotton, John Hoyle and Doug 
Lambert.  

1997		

On January 21, 1997, 35 future Charter Members met at the Stanley Park Pavilion, which was selected 
as an ideal venue for the club as it was well located to serve both Vancouver and West Vancouver 
members.  

Fred Cotton chaired the meeting and welcomed Tom Calkin, Rotary President, who was an honoured 
guest. Fred gave a brief report on the progress of forming the club and appointments were made to both 
Management Committee and committee chairs.  

The meeting was turned over to Brice Macdougall who chaired the first Speakers Committee. Brice 
introduced David Mitchell as the club’s first speaker. As a result of his excellent presentation on the 
current state of politics in Canada, Mr. Mitchell was subsequently invited to speak to the club on several 
other occasions.  

By February 1997, a formal application for registration as a Probus Club was undertaken and on February 
11, 1997, Tom Calkin and John Hoyle signed a certificate to certify the Probus Club of Vancouver a duly 
accredited club registered with the Probus Centre, Canada Inc. The Rotary Club of Vancouver was listed 
as sponsor.  

The Charter Meeting of the club was held on May 20, 1997, with approximately 60 Charter Members in 
attendance. Annual dues were set at $40 with a meeting fee of $4 per member. 

In attendance were David Kerr, Rotary District Governor and representatives of Probus Canada and 
Probus Clubs of Langley and Victoria, BC.  

Roy Williams chaired the initial Nominations Committee and presented the first slate of officers of the 
club as previously circulated, and received full approval of the membership.  

Mel Endelman of the Vancouver Rotary Club presented our Charter to our first Probus President, Fred 



Cotton and the club was officially recognized by Probus Canada.  

By the summer of 1997, club activities became popular, with a golf tournament, tours of Roberts Bank 
and BC’s new fast ferries. Out-of-town trips were initiated and 2 busloads of members toured the Boeing 
plant in Seattle. Gordon Thom welcomed bridge players to join Rotarians in this social activity.  

1998		

By September 15, 1998, the first Annual General Meeting accepted Nominating Chairman Roy 
Williams’ report, and Pidge McBride became the club’s second President.  

Speakers continued to impress the membership with the future Premier Gordon Campbell addressing the 
club in November. In December the first luncheon of the club was held following the December 15th 
meeting.  

1999		

By January 1999, membership had reached 200 bringing us to the capacity of the original venue in 
Stanley Park. Options considered included “capping” membership and developing a “wait list”, or 
finding a larger meeting facility. The option of establishing another club was also discussed. In the 
interim the meeting room was reconfigured with theater style seating.  

In April Reg Whynott, newly elected President of Probus Canada, reported that John Morris had stepped 
down from his position at Probus Canada and was to be honoured with the title “President Emeritus” of 
Probus Canada.  

In June 1999, the club was informed that Probus Canada had grown to 96 clubs and over 10,000 
members nationwide.  

John Reynolds M.P. addressed the club in June, on the current situation of the Reform Party and its move 
to form a united “alternative” party.  

In September 1999, Roy Williams, future Honourary Life Member, was elected President of the club. At 
that meeting the club encountered its first speaker “No-show” and fellow member Leo Sauve was 
enlisted to step in and speak on his recent trip to Russia. It was well-received and served notice of the 
valuable resource of members of the club and their ability to speak on short notice. Other speakers heard 
during the year included Michael Walker, who spoke on healthcare, and internationally renowned 
architect Arthur Erickson.  

2000	

In May 2000, membership was capped at 231 having maximized the capacity of our park location, and a 
waiting list was established. Activities included our third annual golf tournament and 2 bus tours to the 
Seattle Air Museum, Minter Gardens and a Saturna Winery tour.  

In July, Reg Whynot informed the Club that there were now 15 Probus Clubs in BC and 105 across 
Canada with national membership totaling well over 11,000.  

In September 2000, John Hopkins became our fourth President. At our October meeting Mel Endelman, 
Assistant District Governor of Rotary, spoke briefly congratulating Fred Cotton and John Hoyle for their 
part in establishing the club. Mel had presented our club with our charter at our inaugural meeting in 
1997.  

Brice Macdougal stepped down from the chair of the Speakers Committee in October. He had held that 
position since the beginning of our club, but as newly elected Pof the Rotary Club of Vancouver he felt 
unable to hold both demanding positions. John Hopkins asked our founding President, Fred Cotton to 
step in and the critically important position remained in competent hands.  



A highlight event in October was a charter flight to Fort McMurray, Alberta and a tour of the 
Syncrude Oil Sands Project. A less successful but eventful activity was an overnight visit to Sechelt, 
followed by a cruise of the channel. Unfortunately the cruise came to an abrupt stop when the boat 
motor failed. Good humour was shown by all participants.  

Other successful tours included a train trip to Lillooet, boat cruise up Indian Arm to the Wigwam Inn, and 
an enjoyable trip to see the tulips at La Conner.  

2001		

2001 began with our traditional President’s Luncheon and the popular David Mitchell addressed the club 
for the second time. He entertained the membership with wonderful stories of what he referred to as 
“wacky politicians” in BC politics.  

Brice Macdougal was awarded the Clubs first Honourary Life Membership for his contribution as our 
first Speakers Chairman.  

The Vice President delivered a brief report on the annual BC Probus Clubs conference in 
Chilliwack, BC. There were now 117 Probus Clubs in Canada and 19 in BC.  

In September 2001 charter member Norm Weitzel was elected as the clubs 5th President. In October 
Doug Lambert arranged for our new meeting location, the HR McMillan Planetarium and Space Center. 
The original meeting venue at Stanley Park was scheduled for extensive renovation and it was 
recognized that we had outgrown it. The move to the Centre would better meet our future needs.  

In 2001 Pidge McBride, our second President, was elected to represent BC on the board of Probus 
Canada. 

A further major appointment was that of Past President Roy Williams to, the position of Editor of our 
monthly newsletter, a position he would hold for 13 years providing invaluable service to our club.  

It was a year of outstanding speakers including Allan McEachern, former Chief Justice of BC, and the 
popular former Lieutenant Governor of our province, Garde Gardom, who was introduced by a ‘skirl’ 
of the pipes as he stepped to the podium.  

2002		

The year began with our President’s Luncheon held at The Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. Our Speaker 
was fellow member Art Jones who spoke on the early years of TV in our province.  

The Highlight of the Luncheon was the presentation of a Honourary Life Membership to Fred Cotton 
our founding President and tireless worker on behalf of our organization from its beginning.  

In September 2002, Don Farquhar became the Club’s 6th President  

Several outstanding speakers in the year included Jack Poole, chairman of the Vancouver Bid 
Corporation, which was responsible for successfully bringing the 2010 Winter Games to 
Vancouver/Whistler, Christopher Gaze, artistic director of Bard on the Beach, and Martha Piper, President 
and Vice Chancellor of UBC. The dynamic Ms. Piper received the first standing ovation in our club’s 
history.  

During the year it was recognized that we had created a parking problem on the lot as our meeting 
conflicted with those attending the concert at the nearby Academy of Music. In the interest of being a 
good neighbour at our new location, we changed our meeting day to the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  

2003		



Tom McCusker was elected as the club’s 7th President in September 2003. A busy fall period followed 
with Vancouver police chief Jamie Graham, Jonathan Manthorp of the Vancouver Sun and Bob Ackles, 
President and CEO of the BC Lions addressing the club.  

Chris Lee organized a historical tour of Vancouver’s Chinatown with a delicious lunch to follow. Earlier 
in the year we enjoyed tour of False Creek and the Roundhouse community center.  

In May, the club was host to the annual Probus BC convention at the Tsawassen Inn in South Delta, 
conveniently close to the ferry terminal. Past President John Hopkins served as chairman of the 
convention assisted by a hardworking committee of fellow members.  

During the year, led by director Pidge McBride, our club was pleased to assist in the formation of two 
additional clubs, the Vancouver Women’s Club and the North Shore Men’s Club. Our club provided a 
loan of $700 to the North Shore Club, and John Hoyle and Norm Weitzel worked with their Management 
Committee.	

2004		

2004 began in January with Vancouver’s own Rock’n Roll Hall of Famer Red Robinson as featured 
speaker at the President’s Lunch.  

Doug Lambert was presented with a Honourary Life Membership having served the Club as House 
Chairman since the beginning of our Club in 1997.  

Additional tours included a boat and coach tour of Harrison Hot Springs and a visit to the historic 
Orpheum Theatre with Dal Richards as tour conductor.  

At our AGM in September 2004, future Honourary Life Member Gordon Thom was elected as the 8th 
President of the club.  

During the year other prominent speakers included Colin Hansen, BC Minister of Finance and the 
popular Carol Taylor who addressed the controversial topic “Public broadcasting in today’s 
environment”.  

John Atkin, who has conducted several Probus city tours, addressed the club as did Dr. Timothy Bell and 
Dr. Earl Drake, a recognized expert, spoke on his experiences representing our country in China.  

2005		

At our President’s Luncheon in January 2005, our speaker was Larry Beasley, Vancouver city planner 
who spoke on the changing face of Vancouver.  

In March 2005, Roy Williams, editor of our newsletter, announced the beginning of delivery of the 
monthly newsletter by e-mail.  

In April of 2005, at the initiative of Fred Cotton, a group of 15 members and wives took off on a 
wonderful 17-day tour of China. They flew to Shanghai, cruised on the Yangtze, and visited Xian and 
Beijing. Highlights included the Terracotta Warriors, the Great Wall and the Three Gorges Dam. It was a 
once in a lifetime experience for all.  

Dennis Creighton was elected our 9th club President in September 2005. His unique humour added to a 
most successful year. Activities were varied and included a Valentine Luncheon, a golf tournament, a 
walking tour of Hycroft and Shaughnessy, Minter Gardens, a scenic boat tour aboard the Princess Louisa 
and a heritage walking tour of Steveston.  

Jim Taylor, one of Canada’s top sports writers, entertained and informed us on his subject at our last 
meeting of the year.  



2006	

At the June meeting the President called upon Gordon Thom to make a surprise presentation to his long-
time friend in Rotary John Hoyle. John was presented with a Honourary Life Membership for his 
leadership in the initial founding of the club and serving as its first Membership Chairman. 
Jack Farley became our 10th President in September 2006. The wide list of club activities included a 
paddlewheel trip from New Westminster to historic Fort Langley, a tour of the BC Cranberry Festival, 
the Valentine Luncheon and a special tour of a private classic car collection in Richmond. We took a Sea 
to Sky field trip and attended a special exhibit, “Totems to Turquoise” at the Vancouver Museum. Chris 
Lee arranged another enjoyable city tour of the Vancouver East Side and Gastown. A four night 
repositioning cruise on a Holland America ship was a highlight during the year.  

Speakers included Dr. Jack Blaney of the International Joint Commission, John Nightingale of the 
Vancouver Aquarium and Dr. Paul Evans who addressed ”China and its Global Rise”.  

2007		

One of our own, Chris Lee was pressed into service to speak at our President’s Luncheon in January 
2007, as our speaker was prevented from attending due to snow conditions on Vancouver Island. Our 
scheduled speaker, Roger Piecas was pleased to address the club later in the year.  

In September 2007, Ted Daem accepted the challenge of serving as the clubs 11th President and 
introduced a tradition of sharing a joke at our meetings.  

During Ted’s term the duties of all executive positions were formalized and this will be of great value in 
years to come as newly appointed chairmen have a clear understanding of their responsibilities.  

Further work was done in digitizing club financial records and newsletter.  

Several outstanding speakers included Bramwell Tovey, conductor of the Vancouver Symphony, David 
Hahn, CEO of BC Ferries and a surprisingly popular presentation by Dr. Gail Anderson, an entomologist 
of renown, who introduced our members to the role of forensic science in solving criminal cases.  

Popular outings during the year included the Vancouver Shipyards and a wonderful tour of the 
Vancouver and District watershed.  

2008		

At our AGM on September 2008, Past President Ted Daem presented Roy Williams, charter member, 
past President and current editor, with a Honourary Life Membership in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to our club.  

GeorgeAdams became our 12th President in September 2008. Under his direction member participation 
was a priority and guiding this was the underlying purpose of Probus, namely “to stimulate thought, 
interest, and activities at a time of life when it is easy to become complacent and self-centered”. 

We had a number of excellent speakers during the year including Michael Byers who spoke on Arctic 
sovereignty and the enjoyable team of Chuck Davis and Dal Richards who entertained us with stories of 
Vancouver’s past.  

Activities ranged from tours of the Railway Museum in Squamish, Vancouver’s Orpheum Theatre, 
Butchart Gardens and sailing aboard HMCS Vancouver in dense fog.  

A first for our club was holding a ”debate” between the two mayoralty candidates, Peter Ladner and 
Gregor Robertson. Our own John Tennant was called upon to serve as moderator and did an excellent job.  

In the fall of 2008 Fred Cotton invited Eric Hayne and Ken Yule to coffee at the White Spot on west 



Georgia Street, in what turned out to be a planning meeting for a book club. The first monthly meeting of 
the Probus Fred Cotton Book Club took place there on December 5, 2008.  

2009	

In January 2009, our annual President’s Luncheon was held at Point Grey G&CC and we were treated to a 
lively presentation by the Vancouver Canadians Baseball Club. It was a great start to our 13th year. A 
night at the ballpark was also arranged, to be held in August.  

Other activities included a sold-out tour of Vancouver’s new convention center and an enjoyable visit to 
the UBC botanical gardens.  

On a sad note our popular Valentine’s Luncheon was cancelled in February due to the sudden death of our 
founding President and honourary life member Fred Cotton. Fred was a dynamic force in our club and his 
great loss was felt personally by the entire membership. He will always be remembered for his many 
contributions, which greatly shaped our club.  

With the loss of Fred Cotton, the club was fortunate to have David Scott step forward to head up the 
Speakers Committee. As a result, our tradition of outstanding speakers was maintained.  

These included: Colin Hansen, BC Minister of Finance, Dr. Brian Day, past President of the 
Canadian Medical Association and the informative Doctor Andre Gerolymatos of SFU who 
discussed the topic “Islam Today”.  

In September 2009, Nick Thornton became the 13th President of our club. Under his leadership the club 
saw several advancements. Jon Collins began the development of a professional user-friendly website 
and Don Newman enthusiastically improved on the practice of personally introducing new members at 
monthly meetings.  

It was realized during the year that our members have a degree of personal liability in the 
event of the club being sued, and to eliminate this possibility it was proposed that we 
incorporate under the Societies Act. That process was driven by Wayne Audette and Ted 
Horsey. 

Long-term succession planning for both executive positions and committee chairs was 
developed.  

In the middle of the year, after many years of free parking, EZ Park was established on the parking 
lot and pay parking began. The club was successful in negotiating a reasonable, yet simple system to 
best serve the membership.  

We enjoyed excellent speakers throughout the year including David Emerson who spoke on “Global 
Geopolitics and Economic Risks for Canada” and a December highlight was an address by Preston 
Manning who spoke on the topic of improving the performance of Canada’s politicians.  

A major step was taken in the fall of the year when Jon Collins established our club website taking 
us into the 21st century. Jon became its first chairman  

2010	

2010 began with our 10th annual President’s Luncheon held at the Point Grey G&CC. Ken Hardie, 
director of communications for Translink, was guest speaker.  

At our President’s Luncheon Pidge McBride, our 2nd President and 1st Director on The Board of Probus 
Canada from our Club was given an Honourary Life Membership to our Club.  

Outstanding speakers during 2010 included Dr. Larry Goldberg, who addressed men’s health issues, and 
Bob Lenarduzzi who enlightened the members about the Vancouver Whitecaps’ entry into the major-



league of North American soccer. Our last speaker in 2010 was Dianne Watts, Mayor of Surrey and a 
much-respected BC Politician.  

In September 2010, Bill Sexsmith became the 14th President of the club. Under his leadership the 
Management Committee set a number of challenging goals, all of which were exceeded during his 
term.  

A diverse number of activities were offered during the year. These included a tour of Quest 
University, Squamish, as well as a tour of the new SFU downtown facility in the Woodward’s 
complex. We visited the Boeing plant in Everett and a popular walking tour of Coal Harbour again 
reminded our members of our city’s rich history.  

The Management Committee became involved in the planning of Rendezvous 2011 for Probus Canada. 
It was the first of its kind in Western Canada and was to be hosted by BC clubs.  

A strategic plan was developed for our club under the guidance of Don Newman. This plan will be 
followed by Management Committees going forward and a Strategic Planning Committee will be chaired 
by the Vice-President. Don served as its first chairman. It will to be revisited on a three-year cycle.  

2011	

2011 began with our President’s Luncheon in January at the Italian Cultural Center in Burnaby. Dr. Art 
Hister both entertained and educated us as guest speaker.  

Past President George Adams was presented with a Honourary Life Membership in the club for his most 
valuable service to the organization.  

During the year our Probus office was moved to its new location at 5846 Angus Drive in 
Vancouver.  

Events included tours of the Britannia Mine, the Culinary Arts Faculty at the Vancouver 
Community College and the Seymour Capilano filtration plant.  

Rendezvous 2011 was hosted by BC Clubs September 13 – 15, at the Sheraton Wall Center. The efforts 
of our club ensured the success of the event with several local speakers and workshops.  

In September 2011, Don Newman was elected as our 15th club President and continued to lead our club 
through a successful year. The year ended with two outstanding speakers. Dennis Skulsky, President of 
BC Lions, spoke on both plans for the Lions and the next year’s 100th Grey Cup festivities to be held in 
Toronto. And at a special meeting on December 19, 2011, we were honoured to hear from Mark Carney, 
Governor of the Bank of Canada. A record attendance of 260 members was set  

2012		

2012 started strongly with our annual President’s Luncheon at the Italian Cultural Center in January. John 
Nightingale, CEO of Vancouver Aquarium, was speaker. It marked the last time this event was to be held 
in January. The Management Committee recognized that this important event should follow our 
September AGM and would best serve the members by using the occasion to introduce their new 
executive and committee chairmen in addition to the honouring of past Presidents.  

In June the newly formed Website Committee was made a separate committee with Jack Zaleski 
appointed chairman. This marked the first new committee established since our club was founded.  

Our AGM was held in September marking the second annual meeting of our society and our 16th annual 
general meeting of the club. President Don Newman took pleasure in formally introducing Wayne 
Audette as the 16th President.  

As planned, our President’s Luncheon was held in October and our newly elected President Wayne 



Audette and his executive and committee chairs were introduced to the membership, and our past 
Presidents were then recognized.  

Club Historian/Archivist Norm Weitzel announced that the club was pleased to bestow a honourary life 
membership upon Past President Gordon Thom. President Wayne Audette made the formal presentation 
of a framed certificate to Gordon, a much-deserved tribute for his many years of service in Probus.  

Another honour for our club was to have our own Bill Sexsmith successfully elected to the national board 
of Probus by our fellow BC clubs. Bill is the second board member elected from our club, the first being 
Pidge McBride. 

The standard of speakers was maintained at a high level throughout the year and included Professor 
Toope, President of UBC, Jim Alworth of RBC and David Mitchell. 

2013	

2013 began with equally strong speakers beginning with Kip Woodward informing us about a 
sustainable health program for BC at our January meeting.  

A special “speaker event” was held in February when we were privileged to hear from the 
Honourable Beverley McLachlin, Chief Justice of Canada. She did not disappoint.  

A diversified list of speakers addressed us through the year from Hall of Fame announcer Jim Robson, 
who told us of his life on the sports scene in BC, to Dr. John Webb who spoke on pioneering cardiac 
surgery.  

In March, the club recognized the need for a club history, and Historian/Archivist Norm Weitzel took on 
the task. At our July meeting we were treated to two excellent “surprise speakers” when for the third time 
in our club’s history, a scheduled speaker did not arrive. Our President appealed to those in attendance to 
seize the opportunity to come forward and speak on any topic of their choice.  

First Jack Zaleski volunteered with his service dog in training, Liege, and told us of the valuable 
contribution of the Pacific Assistance Dogs Society, PADS. He and his well-trained dog received 
appreciative applause.  

Next fellow member Dr. Ralph Yorsh, retired dentist, educated us on “Oral Health for Seniors”. Again 
the speaker received loud applause.  

At our AGM in September Jon Collins became our club’s 17th President.  

In October we followed our new tradition with the President’s Luncheon at the Marine Drive Golf 
Course. President Jon Collins introduced the new executive committee and an impressive number of 
committee chairs. This was followed by acknowledgment of past Presidents and honourary life 
members in attendance.  

In November we welcomed Scott Shepperd, Honourary Lieutenant Colonel of our proud BC regiment, 
to address the club. At our last meeting of 2013 we heard from Mike Corrigan on the topic of BC 
Ferries.  

At years end our Probus Canada director Bill Sexsmith announced that the new combined men’s and 
women’s club, which we are sponsoring, has been successful in receiving 65 applicants to-date and will 
meet on the second Thursday of each month beginning February 2014. 

2013 was again active with popular tours including Molson/Coors brewery, Triumf at UBC and the 
walking tour of Vancouver’s west end with John Atkin.  

2014		



The first meeting of the year featured Dr. Andre Gerolymatos who spoke about “Struggle for Power 
in the Middle East from World War to the War of Terror”.  

Our Speakers Committee continued to provide a wide variety of prominent individuals throughout the 
year to entertain and inform the membership including: Dr Jamie Matthews on exploring planets far away; 
Jock Finlayson on the BC economy; Dr Max Cynader on maximizing the brain’s potential; Martin 
Collacott, former diplomat on passports of convenience and Michael Clague on the downtown eastside.  

In February Norm Weitzel announced that he had completed the history of the Club from its 
beginning to the end of 2013 and had it posted on the website.  

In May, the results of the “Satisfaction Survey”, completed by 175 members, were revealed and were 
generally quite favourable.  

In August, the Strategic Planning Review Committee chaired by David Scott submitted its report which 
included several recommendations for improving Club operations such as a better waiting experience for 
prospective members and the development of a Mission Statement.  

A Mission Statement, “Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social 
activities”, was produced quite quickly and first appeared in the September newsletter.  

The September Annual General Meeting featured the installation of our 18th President, David Scott, and 
the introduction of the new executive committee and the various committee chairmen.  

A highlight of the year was a special meeting on December 1st featuring Conrad Black whose topic 
was “A History of Canada: A Unique Perspective”.  

In October, the Presidents’ Luncheon was held at the Arbutus Club under the original format of 
members only and featured a lighter sandwich and salad lunch. Past Presidents in attendance were 
recognized by the President. Dr. Paul Budra, an internationally renowned Shakespeare specialist 
entertained the audience with a fascinating and revealing picture of the “Bard”.  

During the year, the Activities Committee provided the members with some excellent events: A Guided 
Tour of the Vintage Car Museum in March; May featured: A guided Tour of the Emily Carr University 
on Granville Island followed by a luncheon at the Pacific Institute of the Culinary Arts; Cirque du Soleil 
in June and a Guided Tour of the Canadian Museum of Flight in September.  

2015	

Once again, the Speakers Committee provided members with a dozen prominent individuals who spoke 
on a variety of topics including the mining, salmon, wine, lumber and forestry industries as well as 
Translink and the Middle East problems. 

The first meeting of the year featured Professor David Helfand, a world famous astronomer and 
President of Quest University  in Squamish. He described the unique teaching system at the university 
designed to provide a liberal arts and science education using small classes (20 students) and tutors 
rather than professors. 

The Management Committee was busy taking steps to improve service for members and comply with 
government legislation. In order to comply with “Anti-Spam” legislation, all electronic messages sent to 
members now include an “Unsubscribe” option. To comply with the Personal Information Protection 
Act, the “membership renewal notice” and the “nomination for membership” forms will offer the option 
not to include your birth date, former vocation and interests/hobbies. The “Home Page” of the website 
was made more friendly and a “Website Tips” column now appears in the Newsletter.  

Our 19th President, Jack Zaleski was inducted at the Annual General Meeting in September along with 
the officers and chairmen of the various committees. 



The Presidents’ Luncheon in October featured Dr. Julio Montaner, Director of the BC Centre for 
Excellence in AIV/AIDS, recipient of the Order of Canada and winner of the 2010 Albert Einstein 
World Award of Science who received a standing ovation for his presentation, highlighted by his 
announcement that there now exists a single pill taken once a day that will allow a patient to live a 
totally normal life. The event held at the Arbutus Club for the second time and providing attendees with 
an excellent sandwich and soup lunch was a real success. The Activities Committee agreed that the 
same venue and format should be used in 2016. 

The Activities Committees opened the events for 2015 on March 17th with a Tour of the Pacific 
Museum of Earth and the Earth Sciences Building at UBC. May19th found members on a Walking Tour 
of South Granville with George Atkin. In July  members,  family and friends enjoyed a Vancouver 
Canadians Baseball Game at Nat Bailey Stadium as well as an all you can eat buffet. On September 1st  
members had an opportunity to enjoy the fairly new Sea to Sky Gondola just south of Squamish for a 
ride to Summit Lodge, fantastic views of Howe Sound, lunch and a lecture. 

2016	

President Jack Zaleski presided over the first meeting of the year. After the introduction of new 
members and a report from Ian Paterson, Chairman of the Activities Committee, our speaker, Kim 
Baird, former Chief of the Tsawwassen Band was introduced. She gave us an informative and thought 
provoking talk about the current issues facing Canada and BC in relation to members of First Nations. 

In the months following, our hard working Speakers Committee provided us with a broad range of 
speakers and topics including Indira Samarasekera on “Detecting the wave of future education”; Rudy 
Buttignol, CEO about the “Growth and development of Knowledge Network”; Brian Latell, a former 
CIA National Intelligence Officer who spoke on “All things Cuba”; Andre Gerolymatas, SFU Professor 
of History whose topic was “The Russian Conundrum: Putin in the Middle East” and Dr. David Sweet, 
Dental Pathologist on “Forensic Science: An insiders point of view”. 

Our 20th President, Doug Jones was inducted along with officers and Committee Chairmen at the 
Annual Meeting in September. Doug adopted the tradition initiated many years ago of telling a 
humorous story to open each meeting. 

During the year the Activities Committee produced a variety of events starting in February with a 
Guided Tour of UBC’s Center for Interactive Research and Sustainability and Bioenergy Research and 
Demonstration Facility. In March members and guests were offered an opportunity to attend the VSO’s 
Alexander Melnikov Concert. A Vancouver Police Museum and Sins of the City Walking Tour in April 
was followed by a Walking Tour of Chinatown with John Atkin. The final event in July featured a 
Fraser River Paddle Wheeler Tour. 

For the 3rd year in a row, the Presidents’ Luncheon was held in October at the Arbutus Club. The 
speaker was former BC Premier and Federal Minister of Health, Ujjal Dosanjh 

who gave us a fascinating history of his life ranging from his early days in the Pujab, India, his 
experiences after immigrating to England and finally his time as a politician in Canada. Following his 
presentation attendees were provided with a delightful soup and sandwich lunch. 

At the November meeting, Bill Sexsmith who joined the Club in 2007 and who is Vice President and a 
Director of Probus Canada, presented us with a brief update on the state of Probus in Canada, indicating 
that after growing at about 14% per year for 10 years has slowed down to about 2%. Therefore, there is 
a need to improve our efforts to attract new members. 

Following his presentation Bill was recognized as our newest Honourary Life Member and presented 
with a plaque outlining his significant contributions to our Club and Probus Canada.  

Authors: Norm Weitzel (1996-2013); Roy Williams (2014-2017)  

 



2017 
 

During 2017, the Probus Club of Vancouver celebrated its 20th anniversary, the 30th 
anniversary of Probus in Canada and the 150th birthday of Canada. 

Vice-President Hugh Lindsay chaired our first meeting in January which featured, 
Stan Ridley, President of West 2012 Energy Management Inc., whose topic was 
“Perspectives on Climate Change and World Energy. In February, Michael Kluckner, Artist, 
Author and Historian, told us how heritage, gentrification and development was affecting our 
communities.    

Our Speakers Committee continued to attract a variety of individuals to speak at our 
monthly Meetings, which included;  Elizabeth May, M.P., leader of the Green Party, who told 
us about her life in parliament; Fin Donnelly, Chair of the Riverside Society of B.C., featured 
speaker at the Presidents’ Luncheon in October who highlighted the importance of 
conserving, protecting and restoring the Fraser River and all of B.C.’s watersheds and 
Penny Lyons, Executive Director of Seva Canada whose topic was Innovations in Global 
Eye Care. 

As March is considered Probus Month across Canada, Probus Vancouver decided to 
do something special to celebrate. The City of Vancouver presented us with a Proclamation 
declaring March 14th in Vancouver to be Probus Day. A brief history of Probus, with special 
emphasis on Canadian clubs, prepared by Probus Canada President Bill Sexsmith was 
presented at the meeting. Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of B.C. graciously agreed to 
be our speaker and along with her assistant gave us excellent insight into the role and 
duties of the Governor. The meeting concluded with the cutting of a Probus Canada 30th 
Anniversary birthday cake by the Lieutenant Governor. An enjoyable light lunch and cake 
followed in a Space Centre meeting room. 

Our 21st President Hugh Lindsay was inducted at the Annual Meeting in September 
along with Officers and Committee Chairmen. Hugh chaired the meeting and continued the 
tradition of starting with a humorous story. 

Our tradition of staging the Presidents` Luncheon at the October meeting continued 
and once again was held at the Arbutus Club. Those attending enjoyed the fellowship, a 
very good speaker and an excellent sandwich and salad lunch.  

Raymond Greenwood, Chairman of the Membership Services Committee introduced 
the practice of thanking the members who served as greeters and cashiers at each meeting. 

Our Activities Committee provided the following program during the year: A one hour 
guided tour of the Rennie Collection at Wing Sang featuring works of Simon Starling on 
February 28th; On March 21st about 60 members and guests enjoyed a private tour of the 
125 year old Christ Church Cathedral; Specially  priced tickets for a VSO Concert on April 
1st were made available to members; An opportunity to take a Walking Tour of Beaconsfield 
Heights on May 16th, with commentary by John Atkin,  was offered to members; On July 13th 
a large number of members and guests enjoyed ``Much Ado about Nothing`` at Bard on the 
Beach; August 30th featured  a Vancouver Canadians Baseball Game against the Boise 
Hawks with seating in the Porch and an all you can eat buffet; A bus load of members 
travelled to Everett Washington on October 24th for a guided tour of the Boeing Plant.  
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