
PROBUS	CLUB	OF	VANCOUVER	

MINUTES	OF	A	MEETING	OF	THE	BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	HELD	AT	9:30	A.M.	ON	FEBRUARY	5,	2019	AT	
THE	SHAUGHNESSY	GOLF	&	COUNTRY	CLUB	

ATTENDEES:	 Peter	Scott	–	Chair,	Doug	Cucheron,	Raymond	Greenwood,	Peter	Hamilton	(at	10:20),	
Bill	Hooker,	Hugh	Lindsay,	Tim	Sehmer,	Roy	Williams,	Jack	Zaleski	

REGRETS:	 Peter	Brock,	Hugh	Chaun,	David	Pulfrey	
	

1. President	Peter	Scott	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	9:30	a.m.	and	welcomed	all.		Tim	Sehmer	
acted	as	secretary.			The	agenda	circulated	by	the	president	on	January	28	was	approved.	
	

2. A	quorum	of	the	board	being	present,	the	president	declared	the	meeting	properly	constituted	
for	the	transaction	of	business.		The	president	noted	that	all	the	committee	chairs	were	present	
in	person	or	through	a	representative	(the	president	acting	as	representative	of	the	Newsletter	
Committee	in	David	Pulfrey’s	absence,	and	Jack	Zaleski	acting	as	representative	of	the	Website	
&	Database	Committee	in	Peter	Brock’s	absence).			
	

3. Minutes	of	Last	Meeting:		The	minutes	of	the	December	4,	2018	board	meeting	were	approved.	
	

4. Business	arising	from	the	December	4,2018	board	meeting:			
	
� Peter	Scott	reported	that	the	90	license	plate	frames	are	being	sent	to	us	and	will	be	

made	available	for	$2.50	each	to	the	members	who	put	their	names	down	for	them,	
with	the	balance	being	offered	for	sale	to	members	at	the	same	price.				

� Tim	reminded	committee	chairs	to	submit	the	names	of	their	committee	members.		Tim	
will	attach	a	consolidated	list	to	the	minutes	of	this	meeting.	

	
5. Treasurer’s	Report:			

	
� Doug	Cucheron	advised	that	notwithstanding	the	steps	taken	to	obtain	payment	of	

outstanding	membership	fees	(due	and	payable	on	September	1),	fifteen	members	
haven’t	yet	paid.		Section	3(k)	of	our	Bylaws	permits	the	board	to	terminate	the	
membership	of	any	Regular	Member	who	has	not	paid	the	annual	membership	fee	by	
the	end	of	November.		On	motion	duly	made	and	seconded,	the	membership	of	the	
following	persons	was	terminated	for	non-payment	of	membership	fees:	

George	Beagrie	
Brian	Carpenter	
James	Carter	
Don	Farquhar	
Gerard	Farry	

Roger	Fether	
Eldon	Hedden	
Robert	Hindson		
Robert	Kennedy	
John	Ludgate	

Ernie	Pennink	
Leo	Sauve	
Bob	Wadsworth	
Ron	Yuen		



� Doug	also	reported	that	the	following	persons	had	resigned	their	membership:	
	

Bob	Clark	
Ron	Compton	

Glen	Foreman	
Don	Jones	

Rob	Leeson		
Peter	Mackay	

Patrick	Oswald	
Jim	Pitcairn	
	

	
� Doug	had	circulated	to	the	board	members	by	email	on	February	3	a	message	from	

Patrick	Bourk	of	Hub	International,	the	insurance	brokers	for	the	PROBUS	groups	across	
Canada.		At	present	all	250	groups	purchase	$5,000,000	of	general	liability	insurance	
from	one	insurer.		150	of	the	groups	also	purchase	$1,000,000	of	directors	&	officers’	
coverage	at	a	cost	of	$300	per	year	from	a	second	insurer.		Bourk’s	email	indicates	that	
Hub	has	now	negotiated	a	consolidation	of	the	group’s	GL	and	D&O	coverage	with	a	
single	insurer	(Encon	Group),	who	will	continue	to	provide	the	same	GL	coverage	as	in	
the	past	and	will	also	provide,	at	no	extra	cost,	$500,000	of	D&O	coverage.		His	email	
also	indicates	that	for	those	clubs	who	wish	to	maintain	$1,00,000	of	D&O	coverage,	
Encon	is	willing	to	increase	the	coverage	from	$500,000	to	$1,000,000	for	a	premium	of	
$150	per	year.		After	discussion,	it	was	agreed	that	we	would	opt	to	pay	$150	per	year	
for	the	additional	coverage.		This	option	will	still	result	in	a	$150	annual	reduction	in	our	
insurance	costs.		
		

� Doug	reviewed	the	January	2019	financial	report	that	he’d	circulated	to	the	board	by	
email	on	February	3.			

	
6. Speakers’	Committee:		Bill	Hooker	advised	that	speakers	have	been	confirmed	for	all	of	2019	

except	August	and	December.		Since	last	meeting,	Jonathan	Manthorpe,	author	of	“Claws	of	the	
Panda”	has	been	confirmed	as	a	speaker	in	September,	on	the	subject	of	China.		The	committee	
is	considering	inviting	Rick	Antonson	to	speak	on	his	trips	to	Papua,	New	Guinea.		Roy	Williams	
suggested	that	the	committee	consider	Graham	Forst	and	Margo	Goodhand	as	future	speakers.	

Bill	advised	that	the	committee	tries	to	find	appropriate	people	to	introduce	each	speaker,	and	
to	thank	each	speaker.		With	some	speakers	it	isn’t	difficult	to	find	a	member	who	is	a	friend	or	
colleague	of	the	speaker,	but	more	often	this	isn’t	the	case,	and	a	member	of	the	Speakers	
Committee	ends	up	taking	on	these	assignments.		After	discussion	of	alternatives	(including	
rotating	this	duty	amongst	members	of	the	board)	and	the	importance	of	keeping	the	“thank-
you”	brief,	it	was	agreed	that,	in	the	absence	of	a	member	coming	forward	to	volunteer	to	thank	
an	individual	speaker,	the	president	would	thank	all	speakers.	

7. Membership	Committee:		Jack	Zaleski	reported	that	active	membership	now	stands	at	365	
persons,	with	3	new	members	scheduled	for	induction	at	each	of	the	next	three	months’	
meetings.		Peter	Hamilton	confirmed	that	the	committee	follows	up	with	guests	to	solicit	their	
interest	in	membership.		Peter	also	advised	that	Mel	Endelman	and	Dean	Winram	were	no	
longer	on	the	committee.	
	

8. Activities	Committee:		Jack	Zaleski	reported	that:	
	



� the	January	11	VSO	event	(“Tribute	to	Benny	Goodman”)	was	well	subscribed,	and	a	
great	success.		The	next	VSO	event	(“Tragic	Love:	Wagner	and	Prokofiev”)	is	scheduled	
for	May	11,	2019;	

� the	visit	to	Emily	Carr	University	is	scheduled	for	May	7	–	our	cost	is	$10	per	person,	but	
members	will	be	charged	$20,	with	$10	per	person	being	contributed	to	the	university’s	
Student	Emergency	Fund;	

� an	Atkin	walk	is	scheduled	for	May	21;	
� the	bus	trip	to	Mission	to	visit	the	Staves	Fall	dam	and	the	Benedictine	monastery	is	

scheduled	for	June	4.		Only	10	people	have	signed	up	so	far,	so	the	trip	will	be	promoted	
(with	slides	so	people	have	a	better	idea	of	what	they’re	going	to	see)	at	upcoming	
meetings;	

� a	tour	of	the	artwork	at	YVR	will	be	scheduled	for	some	time	in	September	–	there	will	
be	space	for	30	people	on	this	tour.	

Raymond	suggested	an	evening	at	the	Penthouse	as	a	future	activity.		Forbidden	Tours	organizes	
a	night	with	interesting	speakers	on	the	history	of	the	Penthouse,	followed	by	dinner	and	a	
burlesque	show.		Bill	Hooker	mentioned	that	Terry	Slack,	who	grew	up	on	the	Fraser	River	and	
knows	the	Southlands	area	very	well,	gives	very	interesting	historic	tours	of	that	community.	

9. Newsletter	Committee:		
	
� Peter	Scott	advised	that	at	present	Masheed	prepares	a	full	transcript	of	each	speaker’s	

presentation,	which	is	posted	on	our	website.		In	addition,	each	speaker’s	presentation	
is	also	summarized	and	included	in	the	following	month’s	newsletter.		Peter	questioned	
whether	there	was	any	benefit	in	preparing	and	posting	the	full	transcript.		There	was	no	
strong	support	for	continuing	this	practice.		Peter	will	discuss	with	Masheed.	

� After	discussion,	it	was	agreed	that	we’d	continue	to	use	Copiesmart	for	printing	of	our	
newsletters	and	brochures.	

� Peter	Scott	and	Jack	Zaleski	will	co-ordinate	descriptions	of	the	Activity	Committee’s	
upcoming	events	for	insertion	in	the	newsletter.			

	
10. Member	Services	Committee:	 Raymond	Greenwood	raised	the	issue	of	seeking	a	March	

“PROBUS	month”	proclamation	from	the	City	of	Vancouver,	as	we	have	done	in	the	past	two	
years.		After	discussion,	it	was	agreed	that	we	would	not	pursue	a	proclamation	again	this	year.	
	

11. Website	&	Database	Committee:			
	
� Jack	Zaleski	advised	that	the	migration	to	FastComet	as	our	new	webhost	had	now	been	

completed.		We	are	continuing	to	use	Wordpress	software,	modified	by	Peter	Brock	to	
meet	our	specific	requirements,	and	are	no	longer	retaining	the	services	of	Tailored	Tech	
to	assist	with	our	software	development	and	maintenance.				

� Jack	confirmed	that	Peter	is	now	looking	after	the	updating	of	the	membership	
database,	so	copies	of	the	new	members’	applications	should	now	be	forwarded	to	
Peter	rather	than	Jack.	



� Jack	confirmed	that	he,	Peter	Brock	(chair)	and	Alain	Boisset	are	the	only	members	of	
this	committee.	

	
12. Historian:		Roy	Williams	circulated	his	2018	entry	for	the	“History	of	Probus	Club	of	Vancouver”	

section	of	our	website	to	the	board	by	email	on	January	18.		He	received	no	substantive	
comments,	and	it	has	now	been	published	in	the	newsletter.	
	

13. New	Business:			
	
� Peter	Scott	advised	that	he’d	just	heard	from	PROBUS	Canada	that	David	Scott,	a	past-

president	and	our	nominee	for	election	to	the	PROBUS	Canada	board,	had	been	elected	
by	acclamation.	

� Peter	Scott	noted	that	“PROBUS”	should	be	capitalized	throughout	our	website	and	in	all	
publications.			

� Raymond	noted	that	the	coat	hangers	at	the	Space	Centre	are	very	awkward	to	use,	and	
there	was	some	discussion	of	the	feasibility	of	purchasing	and	donating	alternative	coat	
racks	to	the	Centre,	but	no	decision	was	reached.			

� Raymond	proposed	that	an	additional	email	for	each	event	be	sent	out	to	all	members	
three	days	before	the	event.		This	was	discussed	and	approved.	

� It	was	pointed	out	that	there	had	been	a	lot	of	confusion	regarding	parking	at	our	
January	meeting.		The	Space	Centre	contacted	us	on	very	short	notice	before	the	
meeting	to	advise	that	there’s	be	a	film	shoot	going	on	at	the	Centre	on	the	day	of	our	
meeting,	and	parking	might	not	be	available	for	our	members.			In	the	result,	parking	
was	available.		While	it	was	felt	that	the	Space	Centre	could	have	handled	the	situation	
more	responsibility,	there	isn’t	much	we	can	do.		

� Raymond	participates	on	the	council	of	the	Westside	Seniors	Hub,	which	collaborates	
with	partner	organizations	to	build	a	more	responsive	and	resilient	seniors	community.		
He	pointed	out	that	social	isolation	is	a	major	issue	for	retiring	men	and	suggested	that	
we	increase	our	efforts	to	have	more	members	socialize	over	lunch	after	the	meetings.		
It	was	noted	that	while	lunch	at	the	Local	is	publicized	at	the	meetings,	that	lunch	is	not	
well	attended.		It	was	also	noted	that	some	members	organize	their	own	lunches,	or	
attend	lunches	put	on	by	other	organizations	(e.g.	Rotary	Club	lunches)	held	after	our	
meetings.			

	
14. Nominating	Committee:		Hugh	Lindsay,	who	as	past	president	chairs	this	committee,	advised	

that	he	will	be	contacting	board	members	over	the	coming	weeks	to	determine	their	interest	in	
continuing	to	serve	in	the	same	or	different	roles.			The	members	of	this	committee	are	Hugh	
(chair),	Peter	Scott,	Hugh	Chaun	and	Jack	Zaleski.	

The	meeting	ended	at	11:20	a.m.	

The	next	regular	meeting	of	the	board	will	be	held	at	9:30	a.m.	on	Tuesday,	April	2,	2019	at	Shaughnessy	
Golf	&	Country	Club.	

	



PROBUS	COMMITTEES			

	

Name	 Chair	 Other	Members	

Speakers	Committee:	 Bill	Hooker		 Hugh	Chaun	
Hugh	Lindsay	
Brian	Maunder	
David	Scott	
John	Madden	
George	Adams	
Jon	Collins	
Don	Hudson	
John	Kay	
Bud	Wong	
*	Bill	to	confirm	

Membership	Committee:	

	

Peter	Hamilton		 John	Pearkes	
Jack	Zaleski	
Doug	Horswill		
David	Smith	
Bill	Hooker		

Activities	Committee:	

	

Jack	Zaleski	 Chris	Finch	
Doug	Graham	
Doug	Blackman	
Peter	Scott	
Rich	Carson	
Richard	Earthy	
Terry	Gill	

Membership	Services	
Committee:	

Raymond	Greenwood	 -	

Newsletter	Committee:	 Dave	Pulfrey	 Peter	Scott	

Website	&	Database	Committee:	 Peter	Brock		 Jack	Zaleski	
Alain	Boisset	

Nominating	Committee:	

*Bylaw	6(a):	Nominating	Committee	
to	be	composed	of	the	Past	Pres,	the	
Pres	and	the	V-Pres	

Hugh	Lindsay	–	Past	President	 Peter	Scott	–	President	
Hugh	Chaun	–	Vice-Pres	
Jack	Zaleski	

	


