
PROBUS	CLUB	OF	VANCOUVER	
MINUTES	OF	A	MEETING	OF	THE	BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	HELD	AT	9:30	A.M.	ON	OCTOBER	1,	2019	AT	THE	

VANCOUVER	LAWN	TENNIS	&	BADMINTON	GOLF	CLUB	

ATTENDEES:	 Hugh	Chaun	–	Chair,	Peter	Brock,	Rich	Carson,	Doug	Cucheron,	Raymond	Greenwood,	
Peter	Hamilton,	Bill	Hooker,	Peter	Scott,	Tim	Sehmer,	Ken	Waithman,	Roy	Williams	

REGRETS:	 Jack	Zaleski	
		
	

1. President	Hugh	Chaun	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	9:35	a.m.	and	welcomed	all.		Tim	Sehmer	
acted	as	secretary.			The	agenda	circulated	by	the	president	on	September	25	was	approved.	
	

2. A	quorum	of	the	board	being	present,	the	president	declared	the	meeting	properly	constituted	
for	the	transaction	of	business.		The	president	noted	that	all	the	committee	chairs	were	present	
in	person	or	through	a	representative	(vice-president	Rich	Carson	acting	as	representative	of	the	
Activities	Committee	in	Jack	Zaleski’s	absence).			
	

3. Minutes	of	Last	Meeting:		The	minutes	of	the	August	6,	2019	board	meeting	were	approved.			
	

4. Business	arising	from	the	August	6,	2019	board	meeting:			
	
(a) License	Plate	Frames:		Peter	Scott	will	provide	our	inventory	of	PROBUS	Canada	license	plate	

frames	to	Hugh,	for	distribution	to	new	members	on	their	introduction	until	our	supply	is	
exhausted;	

(b) Membership	Application	Form:		It	was	noted	that	the	online	membership	application	form	
has	been	revised	to	conform	with	the	changes	made	to	the	hard	copy	of	the	form;	

(c) President’s	Luncheon:		40	registrations	have	been	received	so	far	for	this	October	8	event	at	
the	Arbutus	Club	(plus	12	past	presidents	and	three	guests).		Attendance	has	been	80	to	90	
persons	in	previous	years,	but	Doug	pointed	out	that	there	had	been	a	lot	of	late	
registrations	last	year.		Some	members	have	reported	difficulty	or	confusion	as	to	how	to	
register	and	pay	on-line.		Peter	Brock	will	email	a	reminder.		Members	may	pay	by	cheque	at	
the	door.		Raymond	obtained	and	circulated	a	copy	of	our	contract	with	the	Arbutus	Club,	
setting	out	the	costs	and	our	obligations	with	respect	to	advising	the	Arbutus	Club	as	to	
numbers.		At	Raymond’s	suggestion,	the	members’	roster	was	divided	up	amongst	various	
members	of	the	board	so	that	phone	calls	are	made	to	all	the	members	reminding	of	the	
Presidents’	Lunch.		It	was	agreed	that	we	need	to	discuss	the	format	of	this	event	for	future	
years;	

(d) NCAA	Basketball	Event:		The	men’s	teams	event	will	be	held	in	Florida	and	the	women’s	
teams	event	in	Victoria,	so	we	will	not	be	organizing	a	group	purchase	of	tickets	for	this	
event;	

(e) Travel	Club:		Hugh	advised	that	he	would	support	the	establishment	of	a	PROBUS	travel	
club,	limited	to	organizing	trips	for	members	to	locations	in	Canada.		He	also	suggested	that	
our	members	who	visit	other	countries	that	have	PROBUS	clubs	(currently	Great	Britain,	
Australia	and	New	Zealand)	might	wish	to	make	arrangements	to	attend	meetings	of	the	
PROBUS	clubs	in	those	countries.	



	
5. Secretary’s	Report:		Tim	advised	that	the	minutes	of	the	September	10,	2019	annual	general	

meeting	have	been	posted	on	the	website.		He	also	noted	that	on	the	recommendation	of	Carl	
Jonsson,	who	acted	as	secretary	at	the	AGM	in	Tim’s	absence,	the	members	were	asked	at	the	
AGM	to	approve	the	election	of	the	directors	recommended	in	the	Nominating	Committee’s	
report,	but	not	the	appointment	of	the	honorary	counsel	recommended	in	that	report.		On	
motion	duly	made	and	seconded,	the	board	approved	the	appointment	of	Brian	Wasson,	Carl	
Jonsson	and	Bill	Randall	as	honorary	counsel	until	the	2020	AGM.		After	discussion	it	was	agreed	
that	we	will	in	the	future	revert	to	our	previous	practice	of	having	the	members	approve	the	
appointment	of	the	honorary	counsel	recommended	in	the	Nominating	Committee’s	report.	
	

6. Treasurer’s	Report:		Doug	reviewed	the	income	statement	for	the	two	months	ended	
September	30,	2019,	as	circulated	by	him	on	September	30.			He	advised	that	60	members	had	
not	yet	paid	their	dues	(compared	to	61	at	this	time	last	year).		Eight	members	have	indicated	an	
intention	not	to	renew.		The	deadline	for	renewal	is	November	30,	after	which	membership	can	
be	terminated,	and	readmission	will	require	payment	of	a	fee	in	addition	to	dues.		One	reminder	
has	already	been	emailed	out,	and	a	second	reminder	will	be	circulated	before	individuals	are	
contacted	by	phone.			
	

7. Speakers	Committee:		Bill	reported	that	he	will	be	introducing	David	Petrina	at	the	October	8	
meeting.		Michael	Geller	is	not	available	to	thank	Mr.	Petrina,	so	Bill	will	ask	someone	on	his	
back-up	list.		Chris	Hinkson,	Chief	Justice	of	the	B.C.	Supreme	Court,	will	be	speaking	in	January	
on	the	topic	of	the	administration	of	justice	in	B.C.		Dr.	David	Haughton,	a	pediatrician	and	artist	
will	be	speaking	in	February.		Other	possible	speakers	(but	as	yet	unscheduled)	for	next	year	are	
Mike	Harcourt	(on	the	topic	of	“livable	cities”),	Andrew	Trites	(head	of	the	Chinook-Orca	Study)	
and	a	specialist	(yet	to	be	identified)	on	the	topic	of	Post	Treatment	Lyme	Disease	Syndrome.		
There	is	also	a	possibility	of	re-scheduling	Jonathan	Manthorpe,	who	was	scheduled	to	speak	at	
the	September	meeting	on	the	topic	“Claws	of	the	Panda:	Beijing's	Campaign	of	Influence	and	
Intimidation	in	Canada”,	but	backed	out.	

	
A	number	of	other	ideas	for	speakers/topics	were	offered:	

� Dr.	Vicky	Bernstein	or	Dr.	David	Wood	on	heart	and	strokes	
� Alan	deGenova	on	Honour	House	and	Honour	Branch	
� 100th	anniversary	of	the	Auto	Show	
� Chris	Reilly	of	BC	Hydro	
� Jacqui	Cohen	of	Army	&	Navy	Stores	
� Ken	Cretney,	president	of	BC	Pavilion	Corp	
� Bill	Cooper	–	Rugby	Sevens	
� Diane	Doyle	–	the	latest	plans	for	St.	Paul’s	Hospital	
� Granville	Street	Bridge	redevelopment	
� Vancouver	mayor	Kennedy	Stewart	
� Ozzie	Jurrock	on	Vancouver	real	estate	
� Paul	Evans	on	SE	Asia	
� Japan	and	the	2020	Olympics	–	developing	markets	



� UBC	president	Santa	Ono	
� Jody	Wilson-Raybould	(after	the	election)	
� Kevin	Desmond	of	Translink	on	the	proposed	Broadway	line.	

	
8. Membership	Committee:		Peter	Hamilton	reported	that	there	are	now	390	active	and	3	inactive	

members,	with	2	applicants	for	membership	on	the	waiting	list,	and	2	potential	applicants	
pending	sponsors.	It	was	noted	that	applications	tend	to	be	slow	in	the	summer,	when	many	
people	are	away,	but	typically	pick	up	in	the	Fall.	If	applications	don’t	pick	up,	we	can	consider	
re-instituting	the	“bring	a	guest	for	free”	promotion	that	worked	well	this	past	spring,	

	
9. Activities	Committee:		Rich	Carson	reported	that:		

	
(a) 20	people	signed	up	for	the	YVR	indigenous	art	tour,	and	16	attended.		The	guided	tour	was	

not	as	informative	as	it	could	have	been;	
(b) The	“behind	the	scenes”	tour	of	the	Vancouver	Art	Gallery	is	coming	up,	with	14	people	

signed	up	so	far	(capacity	for	20);		
(c) The	VSO	events	for	2020,	organized	by	Estelle	Jacobson	and	held	in	conjunction	with	the	

Women’s	and	West	Van	PROBUS	groups,	include	the	following:	
i. February	14	–	Sgt	Pepper’s	Lonely	Hearts	Club	Band;	
ii. March	13	–	Beethoven	Experience	
iii. April	30	–	Bernstein	on	the	Town	and	Gershwin’s	Porgy	and	Bess;	

(d)		Another	John	Atkin	walk	is	being	organized	for	next	May.	
	
Later	in	the	meeting	Bill	Hooker	raised	the	possibility	of	organizing	a	tour	of	the	Ismaili	temple	in	
Burnaby	(and	possibly	even	holding	one	of	our	meetings	there).		Other	suggestions	included	a	
whiskey	tasting	night	(Ken	will	look	into	this),	a	port	tasting	through	Marquis	Wine	Cellars	on	
Davie	Street,	and	a	visit	to	the	Seaforth	Armouries.	

	
10. Newsletter	Editor:		Peter	Scott	advised	that	he’ll	be	away	from	mid-November	to	mid-December	

and	will	miss	the	November	members	meeting,	and	the	December	board	and	members	
meetings,	and	won’t	be	able	to	produce	the	December	newsletter.		He	will	do	as	much	
preparation	as	possible	before	he	leaves,	and	David	Pulfrey	will	finalize	it.			
	

11. Member	Services	Committee:	 Raymond	had	nothing	to	report,	but	raised	the	following	topics	
for	discussion:	

	
(a) He	noted	that	the	“national	days”	observed	by	the	Member	Services	Committee	are	well	

received,	and	will	be	continued.		The	November	meeting	will	observe	Remembrance	Day;	
(b) He	suggested,	as	a	possible	speakers	event,	having	representatives	of	each	of	the	Maritime	

Museum,	the	Museum	of	Vancouver,	and	the	Space	Centre;	
(c) He	proposed	that	we	help	publicize	the	“Get	Inspired	Talks”	organized	by	Roger	Killen	for	

Sunday,	October	19,	and	provided	a	suggested	form	of	email	to	be	sent	to	our	members.		
This	proposal	was	approved.		

	



12. Website	&	Database	Committee:		Peter	Brock	reported	that	Alain	Boisset	is	doing	some	of	the	
website	updates,	and	Jack	Zaleski	is	still	taking	care	of	the	membership	roster.		We	changed	
servers	to	Fast	Comet	last	year,	and	they’re	doing	a	fabulous	job.		They’re	doubling	their	fees,	
but	this	won’t	affect	us	until	the	end	of	our	current	three	year	contract.		Peter	will	be	updating	
our	web	control	document.	

	
13. Historian:		Roy	had	nothing	to	report,	but	noted	that	website	is	up	to	date,	and	that	he	is	

working	on	an	historical	item	for	the	next	newsletter.			
	

14. New	Business:		There	were	some	additional	suggestions	with	respect	to	additional	speakers	and	
activities.		For	convenience,	these	items	have	been	included	in	these	minutes	under	items	6	
(Speakers	Committee)	and	8	(Activities	Committee)	above.	

	
15. Adjournment:			The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:26	a.m.	

	
The	next	regular	meeting	of	the	board	will	be	held	at	10:30	a.m.	on	Tuesday,	December	3,	2019	at		
Vancouver	Lawn	Tennis	&	Badminton	Club,	1630	West	15th	Ave,	and	will	be	followed	by	a	no-host	lunch.	
	


