PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HELD AT 10:30 A.M. ON DECEMBER 3, 2019 AT
THE VANCOUVER LAWN TENNIS & BADMINTON GOLF CLUB

ATTENDEES: Hugh Chaun — Chair, Rich Carson, Doug Cucheron, Raymond Greenwood, Peter
Hamilton, Bill Hooker, Tim Sehmer, Ken Waithman, Roy Williams
REGRETS: Peter Brock, Peter Scott, Jack Zaleski

1. President Hugh Chaun called the meeting to order at 10:37 a.m. and welcomed all. Tim Sehmer
acted as secretary. The agenda circulated by the president on November 28 was approved.

2. A quorum of the board being present, the president declared the meeting properly constituted
for the transaction of business. The president noted that all the committee chairs except Peter
Brock were present in person or through a representative (vice-president Rich Carson acting as
representative of the Activities Committee in Jack Zaleski’s absence). The president
commended Roy Williams on his good fortune in winning the door prize from Holland America’s
brief presentation on the May 2020 Alaska cruise at our last meeting.

3. Minutes of Last Meeting: The minutes of the October 1, 2019 board meeting were approved.

4. Business arising from the October 1, 2019 board meeting:

(a) President’s Luncheon: There was a discussion regarding the attendance of Joyce Murray
(the recently re-elected federal MP representing Vancouver Quadra, now President of the

Treasury Board and Minister of Digital Government) at this function, at the invitation of
Raymond Greenwood. Without Raymond’s knowledge or concurrence, Ms. Murray was
accompanied at the event by a Liberal party aide wearing a large Liberal party name tag who
took photographs of Ms. Murray interacting with our members. A number of members in
attendance expressed disappointment with this situation, and the aide complied with a
request to remove his Liberal party name tag and refrain from taking further photographs.
The Board approved of this course of action, noting that the concern was not so much with
Ms. Murray’s attendance as an invited guest, but with the aide wearing the Liberal party
logo and taking pictures that will likely show up in her constituency newsletters and might
suggest that our club, which is apolitical, supports Ms. Murray or the Liberal party.

There was also discussion regarding the venue for the lunch, with a comment that the room
at the Arbutus Club, being long and narrow, is not well suited for projecting slides or images
on a screen or screens. Other possible venues were discussed. It was noted that a past
presentation at the Space Centre by the Lieutenant-Governor was followed by a stand-up
buffet lunch in one of the rooms on the floor above, and that arrangement had worked well.
Others noted that the room on the main floor would have to be rented from the Vancouver
Museum rather than the Space Centre, and outside caterers would have to be retained to
provide the lunch, likely making it an expensive proposition. The Activities Committee will
consider these comments in planning the 2020 Presidents lunch.



5. Secretary’s Report: Tim had nothing to report.

6. Treasurer’s Report: Doug reviewed the income statement for the four months ended November

30, 2019, as circulated by him on December 2. He noted that:

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

the liability insurance coverage provided by PROBUS CANADA under its umbrella policy
is increasing from $500,000 to S$1 million, so we will no longer need to maintain our
additional $500,000 coverage — the premium saving being about $150 per annum;

while we ask our members to pay S5 per meeting for parking, the parking lot operator
charges us $6.50 per car per meeting (Raymond noted that a significant percentage of
this amount goes to the City in the form of parking tax), as a result of which we’re
subsidizing parking by approximately $368 per calendar quarter. It was noted that
raising the parking fee to our members would be awkward and would create cash
handling challenges, so no action will be taken at this time;

22 members had resigned and another 22 hadn’t responded to the final reminder re
payment of their current dues. Accordingly, as the deadline for payment was November
20, the membership of those who haven’t paid will be terminated, and in order to be
reinstated they’ll will need to pay the new member’s fee and pro-rated dues for the
balance of our current operating year; and

he will be filing a report with PROBUS CANADA, which will provide them with the
information they need from us annually.

7. Speakers Committee: Bill re-capped the current line-up of speakers for 2020:
January 14: Chris Hinkson, Chief Justice of the B.C. Supreme Court, on the topic of the
administration of justice in B.C.;
February 11:  Dr. David Haughton, a retired pediatrician and artist will be discussing his “Angry
White Men” series of paintings;
March 10: Former premier Mike Harcourt on the topic of “livable cities”;
April 14: Dr. Brett Finlay, UBC microbiologist and author of “The Human Microbiome”;
May 12: To be determined,
June 9: Ms. Olga Campbell, author “A Whisper Across Time” in which she tells of her
family’s story and experiences of the Holocaust through art, poetry and prose;
November 10: Ms. Vickie Jensen, author/photographer “Deep, Dark and Dangerous” about
underwater workers.
8. Membership Committee: Peter Hamilton reported that there are now 390 active and 3 inactive

members, with 2 applicants for membership on the waiting list. Peter noted that the waiting list
was smaller than in the past, and suggested that we re-institute the “bring a guest for free”



10.

promotion that worked well this past spring. Upon discussion it was agreed that members
would be invited to bring a guest to the December, January, February and March meetings
without paying any guest fee.

Peter also raised the question of whether a club whose membership is made up largely of older
white males still has relevance in today’s society. It was pointed out that our demographics are
largely dictated by our organizational documents. Our constitution restricts membership to
retired and semi-retired professionals and business persons, so all of our members are going to
be at or near retirement age. And our bylaws restrict membership to men. There are several
women’s PROBUS clubs in the greater Vancouver area that don’t admit men, and there are
other PROBUS groups in the City that are open to men and women (it was observed that in most
mixed clubs, there’s a tendency for 2/3rds of the members to be women and 1/3rd men). And
we do have ethnic diversity in our membership.

Activities Committee: Rich Carson reported that:

(a) a committee meeting is scheduled for December 17 to discuss next year’s activities;

(b) there has been a fairly low take-up from our members for the three VSO events organized
for the Spring by Estelle Jacobson of the Women’s PROBUS groups, and in which our club,
the women’s Vancouver club and the Vancouver West club participate, which are:

i February 14 — Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band;
ii. March 13 — Beethoven Experience
iii. April 30 — Bernstein on the Town and Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess;

It was pointed out that some Probus members are regular VSO subscribers and would
already have purchased their own tickets. These events will be further promoted in our
upcoming newsletters and meetings;

(c) another John Atkin walk is being planned for May;
(d) the committee intends to organize a Bard on the Beach event again in 2020;

(e) other possible events include port and/or whisky tastings, a craft brewery visit and tasting,
and a visit to the Ismaili mosque in Burnaby.

Rich observed that attendance has been quite low for some of our recent activities (15 people
for the Vancouver Art Gallery “behind the scenes” tour, and 18 for the indigenous art tour at
YVR). There was a suggestion that combining some of these activities with other PROBUS
groups might boost participation (this is already being done for some activities). A suggestion
was made for a club tennis tournament, but Rich noted that they are difficult to organize, and
many private clubs are reluctant to host non-members’ tournaments, as committing several
courts for blocks of time disrupts court access for the private club’s own members.

Newsletter Editor: There was no report, but it was noted that David Pulfrey did an excellent job
on the last newsletter.




11. Member Services Committee: Raymond advised that he had nothing to report, but noted that:

12.

13.

14.

15.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(f)

(8)

he, George Adams, Brian Maunder, Norm Weitzel and Hugh Lindsay have formed an “obits
committee” to monitor the passing of members and ensure that the president offers
condolences to the family, a modest donation is made to an appropriate cause, and an
appropriate announcement is included in the newsletter;

Santa will be making an appearance at the December 10 meeting, and Christmas cookies
provided by Juliet’s will be provided with coffee before the meeting;

we were advised in August the room rental rate for our monthly meetings at the Space
Centre would be going up by $200 per month (a 19% increase) in 2020, and Doug has
provided the Space Centre with post-dated cheques in this amount. There has been a
recent staff change at the Space Centre and our new contact advises that the increase will
be $405 per month (a 39% increase). Raymond will follow up with the Space Centre;

the Space Centre is able to provide us with lapel microphones for the speaker (it was noted
that this type of microphone had worked well at a recent meeting, and should work well for
any speaker who prefers to move around the stage while he or she talks;

four cabins have been booked so far for the Holland America cruise to Alaska next May;

Ray and several other members of our club are also members of the Rotarian’s Investment
Club, a group that meets monthly over dinner to review and discuss investments. Ray
received support for his proposal to include the non-Probus members of that Club on our
newsletter distribution list; and

Vancouver mayor Kennedy Stuart, Vancouver Granville independent MP Jody Wilson-
Raybould and Vancouver Quadra liberal MP Joyce Murray would all be good speakers.

Website & Database Committee: No report.

Historian: Roy advised that he had nothing to report.

New Business: Hugh advised that:

(a)

(b)

Dr. Andre Gerolymatos, an SFU history professor and an outstanding speaker to our group
on several occasions, had died recently. Hugh has written a letter of condolences to the
family, and the board approved a $100 donation to the Andre Gerolymatos Memorial Fund
at SFU; and

Greystone Books, who promote authors, including one of our recent speakers, suggested to
Peter Scott that a presentation to our society be included as part of the promotional
program for all of their speakers. Peter will respectfully decline this proposal, on the basis
that securing interesting, topical and effective speakers is the lifeblood of our society, and
we cannot restrict our selection process by committing to unknown speakers in advance.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 a.m., and was followed by a no-host lunch

in the Player’s Lounge of the Vancouver Lawn Tennis & Badminton Club.



The next regular meeting of the board will be held at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at
Vancouver Lawn Tennis & Badminton Club, 1630 West 15™ Avenue.



