
PROBUS	CLUB	OF	VANCOUVER	
MINUTES	OF	A	MEETING	OF	THE	BOARD	OF	DIRECTORS	HELD	AT	9:30	A.M.	ON	FEBRUARY	4,	2020	AT	

THE	VANCOUVER	LAWN	TENNIS	&	BADMINTON	GOLF	CLUB	

ATTENDEES:	 Peter	Scott	–	Chair	(in	Hugh	Chaun’s	absence),	Doug	Cucheron,	Raymond	Greenwood,	
Peter	Hamilton,	Bill	Hooker,	Tim	Sehmer,	Ken	Waithman,	Jack	Zaleski	

REGRETS:	 Peter	Brock,	Rich	Carson,	Hugh	Chaun,	Roy	Williams	
	
	

1. Peter	Scott,	as	past	president,	acted	as	chair	in	the	absence	of	the	president	and	vice-president,	
and	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	9:40	a.m.		Tim	Sehmer	acted	as	secretary.			The	agenda	
circulated	by	Peter	on	January	27	was	approved.	
	

2. A	quorum	of	the	board	being	present,	the	chair	declared	the	meeting	properly	constituted	for	
the	transaction	of	business.		The	chair	noted	that	all	the	committee	chairs	were	present,	except	
for	Peter	Brock	(Website	Committee	chair)	and	Roy	Williams	(Historian	and	Archivist)	who	were	
absent	due	to	snow	conditions.	
	

3. Minutes	of	Last	Meeting:		The	minutes	of	the	December	3,	2019	board	meeting	were	approved.			
	

4. Business	arising	from	the	October	1,	2019	board	meeting:			
	
(a) President’s	Luncheon:		There	was	a	continuation	of	the	discussion	started	at	the	last	board	

meeting	regarding	the	suitability	of	the	Arbutus	Club	as	the	venue	for	the	presidents’	lunch	
in	October.		The	agreed	benefits	of	that	venue	include	cost,	availability	of	parking	(except	
when	construction	in	progress,	as	it	was	last	fall),	size	of	the	room,	and	quality	of	the	food.	

(b) PROBUS	insurance	update:		As	confirmed	at	the	last	board	meeting,	we	no	longer	need	to	
maintain	our	separate	$500,000	policy	of	excess	liability	insurance,	as	the	liability	coverage	
provided	by	PROBUS	CANADA	has	now	increased	from	$500,000	to	$1	million;	

(c) Promoting	our	activities	with	other	PROBUS	clubs:		Jack	agreed	that	it	might	be	appropriate	
in	some	cases	to	invite	other	PROBUS	clubs	to	participate	in	activities	we	organize,	but	felt	
that	it	should	depend	on	the	take-up	rate	amongst	our	own	members,	with	members	of	
other	clubs	only	being	invited	closer	to	the	event	(say,	one	month	before)	when	an	activity	
turns	out	to	be	undersubscribed.		Jack	indicated	that	his	committee	usually	makes	a	decision	
as	to	whether	or	not	an	event	should	be	open	to	spouses	of	our	members	at	the	time	the	
event	is	first	scheduled;	

(d) Space	Centre	rental	rate:		As	noted	at	the	last	meeting,	we	were	advised	in	August	the	room	
rental	rate	of	$1,040	for	our	monthly	meetings	at	the	Space	Centre	would	be	going	up	by	
$200	per	month	(a	19%	increase)	in	2020,	and	Doug	had	provided	the	Space	Centre	with	
post-dated	cheques	in	that	amount.		After	a	subsequent	staff	change	at	the	Space	Centre,	
our	new	contact	advised	that	the	increase	would	be	$405	per	month	(a	39%	increase).		
Raymond	was	going	to	follow	up	on	this.		[After	this	board	meeting,	Raymond	confirmed	



that	the	actual	increase	will	be	$225	per	month	(a	22%	increase),	and	that	Doug	has	
provided	the	Space	Centre	with	additional	cheques	to	cover	this	increase.]	

  
1. Secretary’s	Report:		Tim	noted	that	the	Board’s	past	practice	has	been	to	permit	each	

committee	chair	to	determine	the	membership	of	his	committee,	but	it	was	agreed	last	year	
that	for	the	“good	governance”	reasons	the	board	should	at	least	have	a	record	of	the	
composition	of	each	committee.		Accordingly,	each	committee	chair	is	asked	to	provide	Tim	with	
a	list	of	the	current	members	of	their	committee	before	the	next	board	meeting	on	April	7.	
	

2. Treasurer’s	Report:		Doug	reviewed	the	income	statement	for	the	six	months	ended	December	
31,	2019,	as	circulated	by	him	on	February	3,	and	noted	that	we	are	generally	on	budget.	
	

3. Speakers	Committee:		Bill	re-capped	the	current	line-up	of	speakers	for	2020,	and	potential	
future	speakers	beyond	2020.		His	two	hand-outs	are	attached	to	these	minutes.	
	

4. Membership	Committee:		Peter	Hamilton	reported	that	there	are	now	365	active	members,	
with	5	applicants	for	membership	on	the	waiting	list.		It	was	noted	that	the	active	membership	
often	drops	at	this	time	of	year	as	members	who	decide	not	to	renew	are	dropped	from	
membership	when	they	haven’t	paid	their	dues	by	November	30.		Tim	noted	in	passing	that	
under	our	bylaws	it	is	the	Board	that	has	the	power	to	remove	members	for	non-payment	of	
dues,	but	the	Board	has	delegated	this	power	to	the	Membership	Committee.		Nevertheless,	it’s	
appropriate	that	the	names	of	the	persons	who	have	ceased	to	be	members	be	recorded	in	the	
Board	minutes,	and	Peter	is	requested	to	provide	a	list	of	those	names	at	the	April	7	meeting.	

Peter	noted	that	most	new	members	are	first	introduced	to	our	group	by	being	invited	to	attend	
one	of	our	meetings	by	an	existing	member	(there	were	10	or	11	guests	at	the	December	
meeting).		Each	guest	is	asked	to	sign	in,	and	is	contacted	after	the	meeting	to	see	if	they’re	
interested	in	becoming	a	member.			

While	there	is	normally	a	$5	guest	fee,	that	fee	was	waived	during	our	“bring	a	guest	for	free”	
promotion	that	worked	well	last	Spring	(which	we	decided	at	the	last	meeting	to	re-institute	this	
Spring).		Upon	discussion	it	was	agreed	that	in	order	to	encourage	members	to	bring	more	
guests,	we	will	immediately	(a)	remove	any	limit	on	the	number	of	guests	any	one	member	may	
bring	to	a	meeting,	and	(b)	waive	the	$5	guest	fee	for	every	first	time	guest,	but	the	fee	will	be	
payable	on	any	repeat	visit	by	the	same	guest.			

	 	
5. Activities	Committee:		Jack	advised	that	the	other	members	of	this	committee	are	Rich	Carson,	

Doug	Graham,	Chris	Finch,	Richard	Earthy	and	Doug	Blackman.		It	was	agreed	that	Raymond	
Greenwood	would	also	join	it.		Jack	reported	that	in	addition	to	the	upcoming	VSO	events,	the	
committee	is	looking	at	the	following	activities:		

April:	 	 A	visit	to	an	Ismaili	mosque;	
May:	 	 A	John	Atkin	walk	(probably	May	19,	but	not	yet	confirmed);	
June:	 	 Tour	of	a	Port	of	Vancouver	grain	shipping	terminal;	
July:	 	 Bard	on	the	Beach	(play	not	yet	selected);	
August:		 Tour	of	Justice	Institute	campus	in	New	Westminster;	



September:	 Tour	of	a	waste	management	depot;	
October:	 Museum	of	Anthropology	tour;	
November:	 Tour	of	Seaforth	Armoury	regimental	museum.	

Raymond	strongly	recommended	including	a	Penthouse	Nightclub	historical	evening	as	an	
activity	for	the	upcoming	year.		Raymond	also	raised	the	possibility	of	an	afternoon	cruise	on	a	
Canadian	navy	vessel,	which	the	board	thought	would	be	of	interest	to	many	of	our	members.		

	 	
6. Newsletter	Editor:		No	report.	

	
7. Member	Services	Committee:	 Raymond	advised	that	Juliette’s	are	continuing	to	do	an	

excellent	job	of	providing	coffee,	tea	and	snacks	at	our	regular	monthly	meetings.	
	

8. Website	&	Database	Committee:		No	report.	
	

9. Historian:		No	report.	
	

10. New	Business:		There	was	no	new	business.	
	

11. Adjournment:			The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	11:05	a.m.	
	

	
	

The	next	regular	meeting	of	the	board	will	be	held	at	9:30	a.m.	on	Tuesday,	April	7,	2020	at	
Vancouver	Lawn	Tennis	&	Badminton	Club,	1630	West	15th	Avenue.		

	
[NOTE:		Due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	the	next	meeting	was	subsequently	re-scheduled	to	be	a	

conference	call	at	10:00	a.m.	on	Tuesday,	April,	2020.]	
	

	



Speaker Topic Date Connection/Expertise Referee Introducer Thanker
Christopher	Hinkson Administration	of	Justice	in	B.C. Jan.	14 B.C.	Supreme	Court Bud	Wong/Bill	Hooker Bill	Hooker Bud	Wong
David	Haughton Angry	White	Men Feb.	11 Painter/physician Bill	Hooker Bill	Hooker Graham	Fraser
Mike	Harcourt Liveable	Cities Mar.	10 Premier/Mayor Raymond	Greenwood/Bill	Hooker Michael	Geller?
Brett	Finlay Human	Microbiome Apr.			14 Microbiologist	UBC Hugh	Chaun/Bill	Hooker Hugh	Chaun Hugh	Robinson
Doug	Clement IT	and	the	Practice	of	Medicine May.	12 Professor	Medicine	UBC Bill	Hooker Peter	Delaney Chris	Finch
Olga	Campbell "A	Whisper	Across	Time" Jun.	9 Writer Jennifer	Wade
Andrew	Trites Chinook-Orca	Study Jul.	14 Professor	Zoology	UBC Chris	Finch/Bill	Hooker
"August"
Alan	Franey VIFF Sep.	8 VIFF	co-founder Bill	Hooker
Julio	Montaner? HIV/AIDS Oc	t.		13 HIV/AIDS	Centre	of	Excellence	 Hugh	Chaun
Vickie	Jensen "Deep,	Dark	&	Dangerous" Nov.	10 Writer Bill	Hooker
Rick	Antonson "Beyond	the	Rockies" Dec.	8 Writer self/Raymond	Greenwood



Potential	Speakers	2020

Speaker Topic Connection/Expertise Referee
Danny	Catt Arctic	Science Fish	&	Wildlife	Instructor	BCIT Mark	Angelo	BCIT
Dennis	Molnar War	Stories Writer/Presenter Gordon	Bell/self
Santa	Ono UBC President	UBC Don	Hudson
Robin	Sylvester Port	of	Vancouver	CEO George	Adams
Craig	Richmond CEO	YVR Don	Hudson
Jennifer	Wade Civil	Liberties Bud	Wong
Hon.	Bruce	Cohen BC	Supreme	Court Bud	Wong
Howard	Chow VPD Bud	Wong
"author" WWII	Croatia	novel David	Scott
Bob	Brain History	of	medicine Prof.	History	UBC Bill	Hooker
Parisa	Mehrkhovdavandi Nanoparticles	&	biodegradable	electronics Prof.	Chemistry	UBC Bill	Hooker
Keith	Dawson Diabetes John	Madden
Geoff	Croll Cypress	Village,	West	Van John	Kay
Linda	Fawcus Digital	Security John	Kay
Bill	Jones "Celtic	Colours" South	Surrey	Probus self
Daniel	Pauly Fisheries	challenges Sea	Around	Us	Principal	Investigator Chris	Finch
Geoff	Mynett "Service	on	the	Skeena" George	Adams
Dave	Doroghy "111	Places	in	Vancouver	That	You	Must	Not	Miss" Raymond	Greenwood
Gary	Bull Forest	Economics Prof.	Forest	Resource	Management	UBC Bill	Hooker
Paul	Karacz Hungary	Under	Communist	Tyranny Author/physician Bill	Hooker
Steven	Lee Musqueam	Developments Musqueam	Capital	Corporation	CFO Bill	Hooker
Aaron	Chapman "Vancouver	After	Dark" Journalist/author Raymond	Greenwood
Julia	Common Honeybee	Science Jon	Kay
Robb	Lucy "How	Will	You	Be	Remembered" Kathie	Orchard/Raymond	Greenwood
Max	Cameron Venezuela Political	Science	Prof.	UBC Bill	Hooker
Frank	Flood Post-Brexit	Implications Irish	Consulate Jon	Kay
Paul	Evans China	Update Political	Science	Prof/Liu	Institute	UBC Bill	Hooker
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