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Enriching members with topical, entertaining speakers and social activities  

October, 2014 NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER 
THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH 

 

October 10:  Brandt Louie OBC—
Chairman of London Drugs Limited 

 
Topic: TBA 

September, 2023 

PROFESSOR MARK HADEN 

 

AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 

THE TIME OF OUR MEETINGS 
 

Our meetings now begin at 9:45, not 10.  This change is being made to ensure 

that those members who park in the Space Centre lot can get their cars out by 

the 11:30 deadline set by EasyPark. 

THIS IS OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—YOUR ATTENDANCE IS 

IMPORTANT AS WE REQUIRE A QUORUM FOR THE MEETING 

TO TAKE PLACE 

Mark Haden is a major figure in the field of psychedel-

ic medicines, with a long list of past and present activ-

ities and responsibilities. Among—and beyond—

these, he is the Clinical Supervisor for the Psychedel-

ic Treatment Program at Qi Integrated Health and the 

Vice President of Business Development at Clearmind 

Medicine.  He also teaches how to be a psychedelic guide with the 

ATMA psychedelic therapy program.  Mark is also an advisor to Psy-

gen – Canada’s largest manufacturer of psychedelics. 

Mark served as the Executive Director for MAPS Canada for 10 years 

and is an Adjunct Professor at the University of British Columbia 

School of Population and Public Health. Mark has published numer-

ous articles in respected journals, has presented at conferences and 

training events in many countries, and was awarded the Queen’s Dia-

mond Jubilee Medal in 2013 for drug policy reform work. Mark also 

has a well-deserved reputation as an exciting speaker who never fails 

to engage and surprise audiences. You can read his latest publica-

tions and listen to his presentations here:  www.markhaden.com. 

mailto:roytwitch@shaw.ca
http://www.markhaden.com
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Our President, Peter Scott, started the formal meeting at 
10 sharp with the customary welcome. He then explained 
that with a very full agenda and the need to end the meet-
ing earlier than usual due to the new parking set up, he 
was dispensing with the customary humorous story which 
was received with a chorus of boos!  Peter quickly re-
viewed the two upcoming activities, the visit to the United 
Flower Growers which sold out quickly and the Bard on 
the Beach performance in September.  Peter Brock intro-
duced four new members (see page 3). Bill Hooker intro-
duced our speaker.  
In April 2016, on his 75th birthday, Judge Randall ‘Bud’ 
Wong retired as the longest-serving judge in British Co-
lumbia’s history. With his 42-year tenure as a judge, he 
earned himself the nickname, Judicial Dinosaur. A nick-
name like that comes with a lot of stories and wisdom. As 
the last pre-Chart of Rights judge on the Supreme Court 
to retire, he feels a kinship with Stonehenge – they’re 
both old, don’t move, and people continue to wonder 
where they came from. 
Unlike Stonehenge though, we’re lucky enough that Wong 
is able to tell us of his origins. And they begin well before 
his retirement or appointment as a judge. He was born in 
Vancouver to a Chinese-Canadian family, during a time of 
rampant racial discrimination. Following the completion of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1885, the primarily Chi-
nese laborers from Guangdong Province were left out to 
dry. At the time they made up about 10% of BC’s total 
population.  A heavy head tax was imposed to discourage 
further Chinese immigration, followed by the Chinese Im-
migration Act that closed Canada to all Chinese immigra-
tion from 1923-1947. Movie theatres were racially segre-
gated, and Asians were banned from buying homes, using 
indoor pools, practicing law, and voting. In his parents’ 
generation, one really had to be outstanding in compari-
son to the competing candidates in order to gain jobs with 
white employers outside of Chinatown. It wasn’t until af-
ter the end of WWII, in which Chinese-Canadians served, 
that the Voters Act of 1875 was finally repealed to allow 
ethnic minorities to participate in elections. In 1952, An-
drew Joe became the first Chinese-Canadian to graduate 
from UBC Law.  
In his youth, Randall spent his summers working at his 
parents’ Downtown Eastside diner, the now famously 
longstanding Ovaltine Café. Located near a police station, 
the diner was often frequented by many judges, lawyers, 
and police officers, who influenced Wong to pursue a ca-
reer in law. Following in the footsteps of Andrew Joe, 
Wong graduated from UBC in 1966. At the time, the Law 

Society of BC only had about 4000 members, most law-
yers were generalists, and the camaraderie among them 
was strong. Even in the late 1960s, the school was only 
graduating one or two Chinese-Canadian law students 
every year. Most Chinese-Canadian lawyers at the time 
practiced within Chinatown as solicitors. The civil rights 
movement in 1968 however brought a sea change in social 
attitude and economic opportunities for Chinese Canadi-
ans, and in 1981, Wong became the first federally appoint-
ed Chinese-Canadian judge. 
Wong regaled us with stories of his younger law days, 
with colourful judges who sometimes fell asleep during 
trials and asked expert witnesses for their advice on per-
sonal medical concerns. Others made sassy remarks to 
prostitutes, and were put in their places after foolishly 
demanding that their female colleagues change out of their 
trousers. 
As expected, a lot has changed over the course of Judge 
Wong’s long career. He contrasts the past with the post-
1982 era, following the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, where judges have a more active role in ex-
tending social policy. Now, with over 15,000 lawyers in 
the province, relationships have become much more for-
mal than they once were. He reflects on the transfor-
mation of the legal profession from a vocation into more 
of a business-like endeavor as overhead costs have in-
creased. The law has become so complex that generalist 
lawyers are a dying breed, and high degrees of specializa-
tion is on the rise. Now only the most affluent can use the 
court system effectively, and meditation or arbitration are 
the norm. Students are now more formally educated, but 
mentorship is declining. Whereas in the 70s there were 
only three women judges, women now make up 45% of 
the BC bench.  
Wong also emphasizes the importance of Chinese-
Canadian professionals to be more involved in community 
service such as pro-bono work, volunteerism at service 
organizations, and participation in boards and political of-
fice.   
Wong’s appointment to the bench 49 years ago was a ma-
jor coup for visible minorities and a promise for future 
opportunities for succeeding generations of young per-
sons. With so many notable figures in the field like Bob 
Lee, Milton Wong, and Anna K. Fung, Wong expresses a 
deep optimism for the future of Chinese-Canadians. 
Retired judge and member, Grant Taylor, thanked our 
speaker and presented him with the customary honorari-
um. 

Report of the June 13th Meeting 
Attendance:  90+ Members and Guests 
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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 
The Rotarian's Investment Club’s next meeting will be 

held on Thursday, September 28. Details will be in the 

September Newsletter 

Join us for an incredible 3-course dinner prepared by 

the yacht club along with a wine pairing, we will re-

view our watchdog report and hear about new stocks 

that we may choose to invest in. 

We invite prospective members or those who are just 

interested in learning a bit more about our club to 

come out to one of our meetings. If you would like to 

attend, please RSVP by email 

Gabby Dickert, President, at 

gabrielledickert@gmail.com,  778-668-9361 

Guest fee $110.00. Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, 

3811 Point Grey Road, Vancouver.  

 PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB  
The next meeting of the Book Club will be 

at 9:00 am on Wednesday, September 6, in 
The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 5700 Larch Street 

(at 41st Avenue) 
 

Oct. 4:  We Are Bellingcat by Eliot Higgins 
 

For further information contact Ken Yule at 
kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563 

As I come to the end of my second 

term as your President, I can reflect 

on another interesting year for our 

PROBUS club.  It is little comfort that 

we are not alone as we face a decline 

in membership which started with the 

pandemic and is slow to rebound.  However, over the 

last 12 months, we have welcomed 23 new members for 

which thanks must go to our diligent Membership Chair, 

Peter Brock.  Like all other clubs, we continue to face a 

declining attendance at our meetings.  There is no doubt 

in my mind that many of our members got into the habit 

of going to the meetings on their computers via Zoom 

and they are slow to get back into their original habit of 

having to get dressed and leave their homes! We are 

paying a high price for the rental of The Space Centre 

where we were regularly getting attendance of around 

200—now we are excited to get anything close to half 

that! 

One of the great things about being President of our 

club is having the opportunity to work with a wonderful 

Board of Directors.  This past year has been no excep-

tion. We have enjoyed a fine variety of Activities under 

the guidance of Jack Zaleski, who still can’t say no to any 

task offered to him!  At this point, he is covering two 

portfolios as we start a new year, Membership and Inter-

im Activities Chairs, until somebody steps up to take on 

the latter. This really is one of the most fun jobs seeking 

out different venues for a group of us to go.  This year, 

we did finally get to go to the infamous Penthouse 

Nightclub and it was so interesting to hear all the stories 

about the goings-on back in the old days!  John Kay will 

be moving to Vice-President at the AGM having man-

aged our finances for the last three years through the 

difficult times of severely reduced revenues.  John was 

also able to persuade EasyPark to be more cooperative 

in their dealings with us.  Bill Hooker has arranged for an 

eclectic range of speakers to entertain us each month.  

Vice- President, Richard Earthy worked on an updated 

Strategic Plan which will shortly be available on our web-

site. And talking of the website, Alain Boisset kept it cur-

rent with assistance from Peter Brock.  

(Continued on the bottom of the column beside this) 

 

(Continuation from the column bedside this) 

Raymond Greenwood made sure that there was coffee 

and Timbits on hand for the meetings, Tony Zoobkoff 

made sure that we adhered strictly to Robert’s Rules of 

Order at all of our meetings.  Hugh Lindsay, our Historian 

and Archivist, produced his annual Club History, one high-

light of which for this year was the awarding to Hugh of an 

Honourary Life Membership which was well deserved. 

Tim Sehmer, as Immediate Past President, met his only 

obligation by sitting on the Nominating Committee.  Final-

ly, I must thank my friend, David Pulfrey, who once again 

took on the official role of Newsletter Editor as our by-

laws don’t officially allow the president to hold another 

position. Dave, I promise it won’t happen again! 

 

Peter Scott—President 

mailto:gabrielledickert@gmail.com
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 
 

 

 

 

ATTEND THE 7:30 PM PERFORMANCE OF 

AS YOU LIKE IT 
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND ONE GUEST—$59 PER PERSON 

Dame Frances orders Rosalind to leave Vancouver, as she no longer trusts 
her. Rosalind and Celia decide to run away to the Okanagan forest. 

Rosalind disguis- es herself as a young man, 
Ganymede, and Celia becomes Aliena, his 

sister. Touch- stone, a family employee, 
goes with them.  Meanwhile, Adam, a long-

Oliver plans to have him killed. They also 
escape to the Okanagan. In the forest, 

Ganymede (Rosalind) and Aliena (Celia) meet Silvius and Corin, two local 
farmers, and arrange to buy a farm. Nearby, Orlando and Adam stumble 

upon Dame Senior, the exiled sister of Dame Frances, and her 
companions, who take them in. 

  

We have ordered 40 “A” seats at a discounted price of $59 each.  The price 
in 2018 was $52 so not much increase!  We have also reserved space in the 
picnic area prior to the performance and hope to have a celebrity speaker 

(Christopher Gaze maybe) address us. 
The play starts at 7:30 pm. 

 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THIS EVENT  
 

COST:  $59.00 per person 
To register with EventBrite click here 

Please direct any questions to: 
Jack Zaleski at jack.zaleski@gmail.com 

Registration will close at 6 pm on Wednesday, September 6th. 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/bard-on-the-beach-as-you-like-it-tickets-666302497707


5 

 

 
PROBUS Club of Vancouver  September, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCH WITH BRANDT LOUIE 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10TH 
at The Arbutus Club, 2001 Nanton Avenue. 

Morning coffee and tea service will be available from 10:00 

Open to members and 1 guest each 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear one of  Vancouver’s Captains 

on Industry tell us how the family business founded by his Grandfa-

ther in 1903 in Chinatown became one of Vancouver’s most diverse 

companies, The H.Y. Louie Group, which includes London Drugs, 

IGA and other food related businesses. 

Following Mr Louie’s presentation will be a fellowship break, 
following which a healthy and hearty Gourmet Buffet will be 

served. There will be a vegetarian soup, assorted whole wheat 
bread and tortilla wraps with a variety of  meat, seafood and veg-

etarian fillings, crudités and salad and finishing with assorted 
dessert squares and cookies. 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THIS EVENT  
 

COST: $29.00 per person 

FREE PARKING INCLUDED!! 
 

To register for the lunch click here 
 

Please direct any questions to: Jack Zaleski at jack.zaleski@gmail.com 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/probus-club-of-vancouver-presidents-luncheon-tickets-688494915827?aff=oddtdtcreator
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ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
DISCOVER DOWNTOWN VANCOUVER’S MOST 

SCANDALOUS HISTORY ON . . .  

The Activities Committee has made a booking for 20 of our 

members to dig into the dirty foundations of the city’s most 

famous buildings – and their stories of murder, fame, jealous 

lovers, fortunes built and lost, corruption… and irresistible glamour.  

ON THIS WALKING TOUR YOU’LL DISCOVER… 
The magnificent Marine Building 

The King of the Gamblers 
Secrets of the Hotel Vancouver 

Moral turpitude… then and now 
Rise of the city’s wealthiest families  
Great Depression-era class warfare 

Vaudeville dancers – and Fred Astaire! 

Vancouver’s longest-running (and most corrupt) mayor 
The jealous murder of the city’s most prominent architect . . . and more!  

 

The Not So Small Print! 

This is a two hour walk. We will meet up at Robson and Granville outside The Old Navy store at 

708 Robson St and finishing at the Marine Building at 355 Burrard St. 

When considering this activity, bear in mind the distance and grade difference. 

Travel to and from is possible by bus from most areas of the city.  Car-pooling may also be arranged. 

There are a number of cafes around the end point of the walk where some may wish to enjoy lunch. 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR THIS EVENT  
 

COST:  $35.00 per person (Limited to 20 people—members only) 
To register with EventBrite click here 

Please direct any questions to: 
Jack Zaleski at jack.zaleski@gmail.com 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-monumental-scandals-tour-tickets-702079126567?aff=oddtdtcreator
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PROBUS VISITS THE UNITED FLOWER GROWERS CO-OP 

On August 15, 40 Probus members and 

guests enjoyed a visit to the United Flower 

Growers  Co-op where over 80 BC floricul-

ture growers sell their products to floral 

wholesalers and retailers as far south as 

California and as far east as Manitoba, 

through their Dutch-style auctions. Local 

products are complemented by imports 

from around the world through a sister 

company,  United Floral. 


