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Paul Evans (PhD Dalhousie) has 

been a professor at the University 

of British Columbia since 1999 

teaching Asian and trans-Pacific 

affairs. Paul is the current Interim 

Research Director of the Institute 

of Asian Research. 

His academic appointments have 

been as Assistant, Associate and Professor, 

Department of Political Science, York University, 

1981-97; Director, University of Toronto – York 

University Joint Centre for Asia Pacific Studies, 

1991-96; Visiting Professor, Asia Center, Harvard 

University, 1997-99; Acting Director, Liu Institute 

for Global Issues, 2004-5; Director, Institute of 

Asian Research, 2008-11. 

Between 2005 and 2008 he was on leave from UBC 

to serve as the Co-CEO and Chairman of the 

Executive Committee of the Asia Pacific 

Foundation of Canada. 

A regionalist rather than country specialist, he has 

held visiting fellowships at the Australian National 

University (1988); National Chengchi University 

(1989); Chulalongkorn University (1989); the East-

West Center (1995); and the National Institute for 

Research Advancement in Tokyo (1999). He has 

been a Visiting Professor at the University of Hong 

Kong in 2011 and 2013 and Singapore 

Management University in 2015 and 2016 as head 

of the International Academic Advisory Panel for 

its School of Social Sciences. 

The author or editor of eight books, his first was a 

biography of John Fairbank, his best selling with 

David Capie, a lexicon of Asia Pacific security 

terminology, and his most recent Engaging China: 

Myth, Aspiration and Strategy in Canadian Policy 

from Trudeau to Harper, published in 2014 by the 

University of Toronto Press. 

An advocate of cooperative and human security, he 

has been studying and promoting policy-related 

activity on track-two security processes and the 

construction of multilateral institutions since 1988. 

He was a co-founder of the Council for Security 

Cooperation in Asia Pacific (CSCAP), the 

Canadian Consortium on Human Security, and the 

Canada-Korea Forum. He has directed exchange 

and partnership projects with numerous institutes in 

Asia and the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and funded by governments and foundations in 

Canada, Japan, the United States, China, Taiwan, 

South Korea, Thailand and Indonesia. 

A member of the International Council of the Asia 

Society in New York, he also sits on the editorial 

boards of The Pacific Reviewand The Chinese 

Journal of International Politics, The Chinese 

Quarterly of Strategic Studies, and Journal Mexico 

y la Cuenca del Pacifico. He is a Canadian 

representative on the Expert and Eminent Persons 

Group of the ASEAN Regional Forum. 

DR. PAUL EVANS 
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President Hugh Lindsay opened the meeting and welcomed 
the guests present, especially our speaker, Kevin Desmond, 
CEO of Translink. Announcing that we were meeting on 
PROBUS DAY in the City of Vancouver, as proclaimed by 
Mayor Gregor Robertson, Hugh then read out the proclama-
tion from the framed certificate, arranged by Raymond 
Greenwood (See page 1). Hugh then told an amusing story 
about a conflict between and radar cop, a driver and his not 
too bright wife. Jack Zaleski introduced three new members 
(see page 3). Rich Carson, Chair of the Activities Committee, 
reported on several upcoming activities all of which are ex-
plained on pages 4, 5 and 6. Raymond Greenwood thanked 
his cashiers and greeters, after which, Hugh asked Bill Hook-
er to introduce our speaker. 
Kevin Desmond began his talk by providing a broad over-
view of TransLink which was created in the late ‘90s as the 
integrated transportation planner for the Lower Mainland. 
Today, TransLink is responsible for buses, SkyTrain, Sea-
Bus, the West Coast Express and HandyDART services 
which is for people with disabilities in the Metro Vancouver 
region. Additionally, TransLink co-manages the major road 
networks with the cities throughout the region. He says that 
over the past few years TransLink’s efforts to improve transit 
have started to bear fruit.  
In 2017 ridership grew by 5.7 percent which represents 22.5 
million more boardings than the previous year.  He points out 
that nearly every other metropolitan area in North America 
experienced stagnant or declining ridership in 2016 and 
2018. But what’s the driving this growth in ridership? Des-
mond cites the strong economy, employment growth, service 
increases that started with the SkyTrain Evergreen Exten-
sion and the Compass program as contributing factors. He 
says that Metro Vancouver ranks as the 24th largest urban 
metropolitan area in the continent by population but eighth in 
terms of transit ridership. He says this is a result of good de-
sign as well as the intensity of development around the sys-
tem. Desmond spoke extensively about the Mayors' 10-Year 
Vision for Metro Vancouver Transportation, TransLink’s cur-
rent plan that was adopted by Metro Vancouver mayors in 
November 2016. This plan calls for a 25 percent increase in 
bus service, 12 new B-Lines, an additional SeaBus which will 
allow for 10 minute frequency, an increase to HandyDART 
service, new SkyTrain and West Coast Express cars, a new 
SkyTrain line on Broadway, Surrey light rail and additional 
funding for roads, biking paths and pedestrian trails. The 
plan was funded with a $360 million contribution from the 
federal government, $240 million from the province and $700 
from the region through a small fare increase as well as a 
small property tax increase. TransLink has also generated 
additional revenue from the Compass program.  
Desmond also discussed TransLink’s three so-called 
“megaprojects” including: the new Pattullo Bridge, the Broad-
way line and Surrey light rail. The new Pattullo Bridge will be 
built to modern seismic standards and the lane widths will 
conform to current design standards. Additionally, it will in-
clude a bike line and a pedestrian path. The new bridge, 
which is being funded by the province, is expected to open in 
2023. 

The Broadway line will be an underground six kilometre and 
six station extension to the Millennium line from VCC Clark 
to Arbutus. About 35 percent of the project will be funded by 
the federal government, 40 percent will be funded by the 
province and our mayors will have to come up with the re-
maining funding. Desmond expects service to commence in 
2025. Desmond’s favourite part of the project is the Cambie 
Street Station which will provide a seamless connection with 
the Canada Line network.  
The Surrey light rail project will be a surface light rail system 
that will replace the existing 96 B-Line, one of the fastest 
growing routes in the region, with 570,000 boardings in 
2016. The line will be a total of 27 kilometres. The first phase 
of the project, which will be completed in 2024, will run from 
Newton to Surrey Central and Guildford Town Centre. Even-
tually the light rail will be extended down the Fraser Highway 
to Langley.  Surrey opted for Surrey light rail over SkyTrain 
technology because they want to mitigate the effects of ur-
ban sprawl by creating a walkable and dense community 
around the L Line. 
Desmond then spoke about the upcoming changes to the 
Compass program. This spring, TransLink will launch an 
open payment system which will allow transit users to pay 
their fare with credit card or their phone. The existing Com-
pass system was built to accommodate these services so no 
hardware changes are necessary. However, the change will 
require transit users to scan their phone or the card of their 
choice as opposed to their wallet otherwise the system it will 
read a card of its choice which may not be the choice of the 
user. This new service is primarily for the benefit of people 
who rarely use public transit including tourists or people at-
tending major concerts and games. These people will no 
longer have to wait in line to get a ticket. Compass Card, 
however, will still be the primary method of payment for 96 
percent of transit users. TransLink, like many other transit 
agencies, is working to eliminate cash payments and fare 
boxes altogether.  
Desmond has an extensive background in paratransit ser-
vices and is especially interested in improving the 
HandyDART system. In 2016 TransLink put together an in-
dependent advisory committee which came out with a report 
in March 2017. TransLink has implemented some of the rec-
ommendations such as a 15 percent increase to service by 
2019, extending the booking window for next-day trips, re-
duced travel times and advance notification of vehicle arri-
vals. Finally, Desmond touched on TransLink’s long-range 
plans for the future. By 2040 it’s expected that this region will 
accommodate another 1.2 million people and over half a mil-
lion jobs. In the Spring TransLink will launch a 12 to 18 
month process to develop a long-range plan that will address 
the need for mass transit services on the North Shore and in 
communities south of the Fraser River. 
Following an extensive period of questions and answers, 
Hugh asked Hugh Chaun to thank our speaker and present 
him with our customary honorarium. 

For an unabridged version of the above which includes questions and  
answers, go to our PROBUS website at  www.probusvancouver.com, 

click on “Speakers” and then on “Kevin Desmond” 

Report of the March 13th Meeting 

Attendance:  208 Members and Guests 
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Our March speaker, Kevin Desmond – CEO of 
Translink, gave a comprehensive and informa-

tive account of the transportation system in Metro Vancou-
ver. Working with the Province of BC, twenty-one munici-
palities, Electoral Area “A” (UBC) and the Tsawwassen 
First Nation, Translink develops transportation plans for 
the region, and then manages the capital projects and  
provides the transportation services. This calls for consid-
erable skills in public engagement and consensus building 
which produce impressive results. Metro Vancouver is one 
of the leading communities in North America for sustained 
growth in ridership and facilities, with over four million 
boardings a year. It was fascinating to learn that the Com-
mercial-Broadway station handles more passengers in a 
day than YVR–150,000. I was also impressed to see a 
sizeable majority of Probus members raising their hands 
when asked who had a Compass Card. A few days ago, 
funding was secured for the 10-year transportation plan for 
Metro Vancouver. We wish Kevin well and will watch de-
velopments with interest. 
Registration is now open for three activities., details of 
which are on the following pages. The bus trip to Whistler  
on June 6 needs more people to make it viable. Guests 
are encouraged on the Whistler trip.  
Our April speaker is Dr. Paul Evans whose bio and topic is 
on page 1. May brings us Richard Glickman LLD. Chair-
man and CEO of Aurinia Pharmaceutical Inc., who will 
speak on “Biotech in BC.” 

Jack Zaleski introduced and welcomed three new 
members: see below. 
We have been having difficulty with our e-mail system, 
which resulted in some members not receiving newsletters 
and other communications from us. Jack Zaleski has 
worked with Telus to resolve this and things seem better. If 
you or someone you know is still not getting e-mails, 
please advise Jack. His contact information is on the front 
page of the newsletter.   

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 

 

Our monthly meeting is on Thursday March 29th at the 
RVYC, starting at 6.30 pm sharp with a no-host 

bar at 6.00 pm. 
Our previously scheduled speaker had to cancel too late for 
us to secure a replacement. So we had more than the usu-

al two investment ideas to consider. Join us for an 

interesting evening with an excellent 3 course 

dinner, wine with the meal, coffee, gratuities etc. 
for $60.00 Please bring a cheque. 

We will also have stock presentations of four companies to 

consider for our portfolio & watchdog reports and members 
ideas for future presentations. 

If you would like to attend, please phone our President,  
Tim Gibbs (cell:604-910-2666) by 5.00 pm Tuesday 27th 
March as we have to give RVYC our head count by 

Wednesday morning and 

we get charged for "no-shows". 
 

Please call/email John Sullivan at 604-263-4486; 
johnws@telus.net for further information about our Club, 

which started in April 1998. 

Thanks to our March 
 Member Services Team 

Greeters: Dick Richards & Francesco Piccone 
Cashiers:  Lloyd Craig & Bob Nash 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  

The Book Club meets at 9:00 

a.m. on the first Wednesday 

each month (except July and August) at 

the White Spot, 

Georgia & Cardero. 

Upcoming books we will discuss:  
 

April 4: “A World in Disarray” 
By Richard Haass 

 

May 2: The Circumstantial Enemy  
By John Bell  

 

For further informa+on contact Ken Yule at 

kjyqc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563.  

 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
 

LARRY KRYWANIUK 
EDUCATOR 

 

 
 
 

JOFF GROHNE 
LIFE COACH FOR RETIREES 

 
 
 

JULIAN LYLE 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
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WALKING TOUR OF FAIRVIEW WITH JOHN ATKIN 
“ Explore Your City’s History and Architecture” 

Meeting point: - The Wicked Café – corner of Hemlock and West 7th Avenue 
Date:  Tuesday, May 15th—9:30 for 10am  
25 MEMBERS ONLY—$25 PER MEMBER 

 

John Atkin is a well known and extremely knowledgeable Vancouver historian, researcher and tour 
guide. Fairview, once planned by the Canadian Pacific Railway as a neighbourhood of grand homes, didn’t 
pan out as the company expected. Sawmills and other industry quickly found a home on the edge of the 
creek and the neighbourhood evolved into a home for workers along the Creek. By the 1970s, the area 
was again changing as condominiums began to appear under a new city zoning. We’ll explore the history 
and development of the area, and find a few heritage houses along the way. 
 

John has given many walking tours for Probus in recent years.  His tours are always popular, so, as this 
tour will be limited to 25 members, we suggest you sign up as soon as possible. 
 

ITINERARY 

9:30 AM – ARRIVE FOR COFFEE 

10:00 AM – WALKING TOUR STARTS 

APROXIMATELY 12:00 NOON - GUIDED TOUR ENDS 

 

LOCATION DETAILS 

We will meet at the Wicked Café (corner of Hemlock and West 7th Avenue) for coffee and muffins. 
 

Arriving by bus 

 

The #16 bus runs down Arbutus, east on West Broadway then north on Granville St. to downtown. 
From Broadway and Granville, it is a two block walk to The Wicked Café. 
 

The #10 bus runs north on Granville St. so get off at West 7th Avenue and walk one block east. 
 

YOU MAY REGISTER: 

At the Activity Desk at the PROBUS meetings on  April 10 and May 8, with cash or cheque. 

Additional information:  David Phillips, email: dph13579h9@shaw.ca 
 

Deadline for Registration: MAY 8th. Cancellation deadline MAY 10th. 
 

MAKE CHEQUE PAYABLE TO PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER 
 

NOTE	–	YOU	ARE	NOT	REGISTERED	UNTIL	PAYMENT	IS	RECEIVED	
	

I	plan	to	attend:			Name__________________________________	
	
Phone	Number:___________________________________		E-mail:_______________________________________________________	
	
Cheque	enclosed	for:_____________ 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  April, 2018 

OTHER ACTIVITIES PLANNED 
 

 
VSO Concert—Monday,  April 30 
Estelle Jacobson reports that tickets are still available. Details are in the 
December and January Newsletters. Tickets ordered by March 31 will be 
available for pick up at the April meeting. 
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& 

 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6 

 

IF YOU HAVEN’T VISITED EITHER OF THESE MUSEUMS, NOW IS THE TIME! 
THIS OUTING IS ONLY $120 PER PERSON AND INCLUDES TRANSPORT TO WHISTLER 
AND RETURN IN A DELUXE COACH, COFFEE AND SWEETS ON ARRIVAL IN WHISTLER,  
A WESTCOAST LUNCH AND TOUR  AT THE SQUAMISH LIL’WAT CULTURAL CENTRE 
AND A GUIDED TOUR OF THE ARCHITECTURALLY RENOWNED AUDAIN ART MUSEUM. 

 

PICK UP AT 8 AM IN THE SPACE CENTRE PARKING LOT—PLEASE NOTE THAT 
YOUR PROBUS PARKING PASSES WILL NOT BE APPLICABLE—PAY PARKING 

WILL BE REQUIRED. WE RECOMMEND CAR POOLING. 
SOME STREET PARKING IS AVAILABLE. 

RETURN TO THE SPACE CENTRE IS ESTIMATED TO BE AT 5:30 PM. 
YOU	MAY	REGISTER:	

At	the	Activity	Desk	at	the	PROBUS	meetings	on	April	10	and	May	8,	with	cash	or	cheque	
OR	mail	cheque	to	Chris	Finch,	105,	5760	Hampton	Place,	Vancouver,	BC,	V6T	2G1	

Additional	information:		Richard	Earthy,	rdearthy@telus.net	or	Chris	Finch,	ca?b@shaw.ca.		
	

Deadline	for	Registration:	MAY	8th.	Cancellation	deadline	MAY	10th.	
	

MAKE	CHEQUE	PAYABLE	TO	PROBUS	CLUB	OF	VANCOUVER	
 

NOTE	–	YOU	ARE	NOT	REGISTERED	UNTIL	PAYMENT	IS	RECEIVED	
	

I	plan	to	attend:			Name____________________________________________	
	
I	will	bring		____	guests:		Name(s)	of	guests:________________________________________________________________________	
	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Phone	Number:___________________________________		E-mail:_______________________________________________________	
	
Cheque	enclosed	for:		(#	of	people	x	$120.00	=)		$__________________________																																					 



6 

 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  April, 2018  
 

 

PROBUS Club of Vancouver  April, 2018 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

ON THURSDAY,  APRIL 19, A TOUR OF THE 
BALLARD POWER SYSTEMS PLANT IN BURNABY IS 

BEING ORGANISED BY YOUR 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE. 

 

THE COMPANY WEBSITE STATES THAT 
 

“BALLARD IS A LEADING GLOBAL  
PROVIDER OF INNOVATIVE CLEAN 

ENERGY AND FUEL CELL SOLUTIONS” 
 

AT THIS TIME, THIS ACTIVITY IS FOR MEMBERS ONLY. 
 

WE WILL MEET AT THE PLANT AT 9 AM FOR COFFEE, TO BE 
FOLLOWED BY A PRESENTATION IN THEIR THEATRE, A PLANT 
TOUR AND A RETURN TO THE THEATRE FOR FOLLOW UP 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS, TO BE FINISHED AROUND NOON. 

THE CHARGE WILL BE $20, ALL INCLUSIVE 
 

CAR POOLING IS RECOMMENDED 
THE ADDRESS IS 9000 GLENLYON PARKWAY, BURNABY 

 

DIRECTIONS FROM VANCOUVER: DRIVE EAST ON MARINE WAY TO BOUNDARY. TURN 
RIGHT ON BOUNDARY WHICH BECOMES NORTH FRASER WAY. FOLLOW N.F.W. TO 
GLENLYON. TURN RIGHT ON GLENLYON TO THE BALLARD PLANT ON THE LEFT. 

YOU	MAY	REGISTER:	
At	the	Activity	Desk	at	the	PROBUS	meetings	on	April	10,	with	cash	or	cheque	OR	
By	mail,	to	Rich	Carson,	6009	Alma	Street,	Vancouver,	BC,	V6N	1Y3	

	

Deadline	for	Registration:	April	10.	Cancellation	deadline	April	10.	
	

MAKE	CHEQUE	PAYABLE	TO	PROBUS	CLUB	OF	VANCOUVER	
 

NOTE	–	YOU	ARE	NOT	REGISTERED	UNTIL	PAYMENT	IS	RECEIVED	

	
I	plan	to	attend:			Name________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
Phone	Number:___________________________________		E-mail:_______________________________________________________	

	
Cheque	enclosed	for:_____________ 


