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DR. JOHN ESDAILE MD, FRCPC, FCAHS,MACR 
Arthritis affects 5.6 M Canadians and holds the dubious honour of being the 
most significant cause of disability in Canada (World Health Organization) and 
our most costly disease (Statistics Canada). 
Dedicated to expanding Canada's role in arthritis research, John played a key 
role in establishing Arthritis Research Canada in 2000, when he was named 
its first Scientific Director. Starting with 4 staff, Arthritis Research Canada has 

grown to >110 people with centres at UBC, SFU, the University of Calgary and Laval 
University. The scientists include doctoral level rheumatologists, orthopaedic surgeons, 
occupational therapists, physical therapists, biostatisticians, epidemiologists, health 
economists, a pharmacoepidemiologist, a specialist in knowledge translation and a 
health systems technologist. 
Arthritis Research Canada is proud to be the largest, clinical arthritis research centre in 
North America and to be headquartered in BC. We are drawing international attention to 
BC as a worldwide research hub. Arthritis Research Canada’s scientific team repre-
sents a diversity of disciplines that ensures our work covers the breadth of arthritis and 
has the greatest impact on improving the lives of people with arthritis.  
John received his medical degree from McGill University, and had post-graduate train-
ing in internal medicine, immunology, and rheumatology in Montreal, Toronto, London 
UK and New Haven CT. He has served as Head of Rheumatology at McGill University 
and the University of British Columbia.   
John's areas of research interest include rheumatoid arthritis, systemic lupus erythema-
tosus (Lupus), and osteoarthritis. He has authored more than 300 publications in peer-
refereed journals. 
 

“Arthritis Research Canada is committed to research excellence and innovation. I am 
proud to lead Canada’s foremost group of world class arthritis scientists who with donor 
support are able to find answers and save lives.”   

 
PROBUS VANCOUVER BRIDGE CLUB 

 

Our PROBUS Vancouver Bridge Club has limited openings for new 
members.  The Club plays Rubber Bridge in private homes from mid-

September until mid-June. PROBUS members may join as singles or as twosomes with 
their partners, who do not need to be Probus members. 

Members who are interested should contact: 
Carl Jonsson: 604-261-6687 or 604-640-6357 – Krokabo@shaw.ca, 

for more details. 
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President Hugh Lindsay opened the meeting and welcomed 
the guests present, especially our speaker, David Eby. The 
story of the month was about how far whales in the ocean 
can hear each other. Hugh called on Dean Winram to intro-
duce three new members (see page 3). Raymond Green-
wood thanked his cashiers and greeters then Rich Carson, 
Activities Committee Chair, reminded us about the Bard on 
the Beach event on Tuesday, July 17, details on page 5. 
Rich also reminded us that all payments to our Probus Club 
can be made through PayPal. Hugh asked Bud Wong to in-
troduce our speaker. The Honourable David Eby is serving 
as Attorney General for the Government of British Columbia. 
He was re-elected as the MLA for Vancouver-Point Grey with 
the BC NDP in 2017, after having first been elected in 2013 
by defeating Premier Christy Clark. During his term in office, 
he has passed legislation to get big money out of politics by 
banning corporate and union donations, and limiting individu-
al donations. He is also heading the province-wide referen-
dum on Proportional Representation this fall, re-establishing 
the Human Rights Commission, increasing access to justice, 
and working with First Nations to address the over-
representation of indigenous British Columbians in our jus-
tice system. Currently, the Attorney General’s offices are 
focusing on multiple items including the issue of money laun-
dering in the Lower Mainland through BC’s casinos and the 
ICBC’s fiscal crisis.   
As a new minister, he was made aware of allegations of seri-
ous, large-scale transnational money laundering through 
briefings from the BC Lottery Corporation, and the Gaming 
Policy & Enforcement Branch. There is reason to believe that 
the issue of money laundering was linked to other areas of 
BC's economy, specifically real estate. The particular style of 
money laundering in BC casinos, is being called, "The Van-
couver Model," in at least one international intelligence com-
munity. This is really bad for BC’s reputation at the interna-
tional level. At its peak, in July 2015, the three largest casi-
nos in BC had a total of $20 million in suspicious cash trans-
actions, with an average of $3 million to $5 million in suspi-
cious cash transactions a month. To handle the issues with 
money laundering in BC, Hon. David Eby has decided to 
release the report on money laundering from the Ministry of 
Finance, so that the public could understand the scope of 
this issue. He also hired Dr. Peter German who is a former 
RCMP deputy, a lawyer, and the author of the anti-money 
laundering textbook for Canada to make recommendations 
on the steps required to reduce this criminal activity. Dr. Pe-
ter German put forward two interim “common sense recom-
mendations” to be implemented immediately. First, in order 
to provide verifiable information about where money is com-
ing from, gaming service providers have to complete a 
"Source of Funds Declaration," when anyone brings in over 
$10,000. After two consecutive transactions, a person can't 
bring any more cash in, until it has been verified that the 
source of money is legitimate. Second, government regula-
tors must be present at casinos during primetime – meaning 

weekends and evenings and must be present and available 
to casino operators on a 24/7 basis. Since implementing the 
first recommendation in January, the government has seen a 
decrease in money laundering with only $200,000 in suspi-
cious cash activity last month.  
The changes are projected to result in a loss of up to $30 
million for the province. This loss has been accounted for in 
the 2018 budget, so that the government can make the deci-
sions needed about this, without concern for fiscal conse-
quences. “It's inconsistent to, on one hand, fund anti-gang 
measures, and on the other hand, take the proceeds of gang 
crime through casinos as a profit to the province.” 
While focusing on reducing money laundering in BC casinos, 
the government has also made a significant increase in fund-
ing for frontline service availability for British Columbians 
who are, or may be at risk for gambling addiction.  
 

ICBC’s projected year-end loss is now $1.3 billion. In order 
to close the gap between premiums charged and the loss at 
ICBC, rates would have to immediately increase by at least 
$400 or more for every driver in British Columbia, unless the 
government takes immediate action to keep rates more af-
fordable. These changes are taking a long time as there are 
many groups that benefit financially, under the current sys-
tem, however compromises and difficult decisions need to be 
made on all sides to keep costs down. The BC government 
conducted many consultations and surveyed over 35,000 
British Columbians and has decided to make several chang-
es to take full effect by April, 2019 with the focus of keeping 
insurance costs down and still providing adequate care for 
those injured in car accidents. These changes include, im-
proving road safety by turning on red-light cameras with 
speed capacity 24 hours/day at high-risk intersections, im-
proving the efficiency of ICBC on an operations level, im-
proving the ICBC’s windshield repair program, cracking 
down on distracted drivers, introducing a limit on pain and 
suffering payouts for minor injuries to $5500, doubling the 
lifetime benefit of $150,000 to $300,000, and extending the 
list of treatment providers to include kinesiology, acupunc-
ture and massage therapy. These changes also include 
making higher-risk drivers pay more and lower-risk drivers 
pay less for insurance by creating a driver-based insurance 
system and increasing the impact on insurance premiums 
based on driving convictions by June 2019. The government 
is also enabling a Civil Resolution Tribunal to provide fair 
and fast resolution, without requiring the involvement of a 
lawyer - keeping minor injury disputes out of the BC Su-
preme Court and therefore reducing legal and administrative 
costs. These changes are projected to save ICBC approxi-
mately $1 billion in claim costs even after calculating for the 
enhanced benefits. The legislation enabling these various 
reforms passed this past session of parliament.  

For an unabridged version of the above which includes questions and  
answers, go to our PROBUS website at  www.probusvancouver.com, 

click on “Speakers” and then on “David Eby” 

Report of the June 12th Meeting 

Attendance:  210 Members and Guests 
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Our June speaker was the Honourable David 
Eby, QC, Attorney General of BC, who gave us a 

comprehensive and thoughtful presentation on two important 
issues facing his government: Money Laundering and ICBC. He 
then answered questions on a wide-ranging list of topics 
(including the School Tax), and demonstrated a good under-
standing of the issues and the related complexities. One may 
not always agree with how governments handle problems, but 
it’s good to see them addressing them—and not kicking them 
down the road.  
In July we shall hear from; Dr. John Esdaile, Professor, Divi-
sion of Rheumatology, UBC, who spearheaded the Arthritis 
Research Centre of Canada. For August we have. Prof. John 
Clague of SFU Chair in Natural Hazard & Research, who will 
speak on “Earthquakes & Tsunamis”. 
Earlier this year the Club surveyed members on four topics: 
attendance at monthly meetings; use of the website; participa-
tion in activities; and attendance at Presidents’ Lunches. We 
received responses from 45% of our 390 members. The results 
confirm that members value PROBUS meetings and activities 
but need to balance attendance against commitments and other 
opportunities—about 30% of respondents only attend meetings 
when the speaker is of interest to them. Physical limitations are 
a factor for some—5% for monthly meetings; 10% for activities. 
The website is used by 57% of respondents who find it easy to 
use—only 11% do not consider themselves computer savvy. 
Overall, our experience is comparable to that of the other clubs 
who attended the PROBUS Pacific Management Conference—
and a reminder of the importance of maintaining the quality of 
the website and our program of speakers and activities. 
The cost of holding our monthly meetings and administering 
our Club continues to increase—in particular the rent of our 
meeting areas at the Space Centre. In recent years annual dues 
have been subsidized by running down a surplus that was con-
sidered larger than necessary. It’s now time to set the dues at a 
rate that fully covers our current level of costs without incur-
ring an annual loss. At its June meeting the Management Com-
mittee approved annual dues for 2018-19 of $80—a level last 
seen in 2012—and the continued subsidization of parking fees. 

IN MEMORIAM 
It is with regret that we announce the passing of 

 

Gordon Thom on May 17 
and Bill McIntosh on June 6 

 

Gordon Thom was our President in 2004-2005 

 

Our condolences to their families and friends. 
 

The Probus Club of Vancouver will make donations to 
the charities of their choice. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Rotarians' Investment Club 

 

Due to the RVYC's busy schedule, our June meeting was last 
week on the 21st June, when we enjoyed a Caesar salad, deli-
cious sirloin steak topped with lobster and a scrumptious choco-
late cake with ice cream and fruit sauce, coffee and choice of 
wines. Our meetings are as much about the social and dining 

experience as well as learning about the stock market and getting 
tips for our portfolios! 

Our annualized return for the past 12 months, 
calculated by Odlum Brown was 8.59%! 

Our guest speaker was Ross Clark, recently with CIBC Wood 
Gundy, and he has a website: 
www.chartsandmarkets.com, 

which specializes in a "Timely Technical Analysis". He spoke 
about the signals which can indicate 

corrections in the market.  
Our Club takes a break for July, with a party for members & signif-
icant others in August. Our fall meetings appear to be bumped by 

RVYC to the 3rd Thursday in the month, 
starting on September 20th, and details will be published in the 

August Newsletter. Save the date! 
For Club information, (and a copy of the May & June 

Agenda) please contact John Sullivan at 604-263-4486 

email: johnws@telus.net 

 PROBUS FRED COTTON 

BOOK CLUB  
 

The Book Club meets at 9:00 a.m. on the 

first Wednesday each month (except July and August) at 

the White Spot, Georgia & Cardero. 
Upcoming books we will discuss:  

 

NO MEETINGS IN JULY OR AUGUST 
September 5: Into the Silence by Wade Davis 

October 3: Fantasyland: How America Went Haywire by 

Kurt Andersen  
For further informa3on contact Ken Yule at kjyqc@shaw.ca or 

604-266-4563.  

 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
 

GORDON GIBSON 
POLITICIAN, AUTHOR, 

JOURNALIST & NEGOTIATOR 
 
 

 

AL SCHULTZ 
LAWYER 

 
 
 

JOEL ALTMAN 
LAWYER 

Thanks to our June 

Member Services Team 
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PROBUS TOUR TO WHISTLER 
On June 6, about 50 Probus members left the Space Centre parking lot  to be driven to Whistler in a 
deluxe coach. After a traditional West Coast lunch put on by the Squamish Lil’Wat Cultural Centre, 

followed by a tour of the Centre, the group had a tour of the architecturally renowned 

Audain Art Museum. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 17th 
 
 
 
 

ATTEND THE 7:30 PM PRODUCTION OF 

AS YOU LIKE IT 
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND ONE GUEST 

$50 PER PERSON 
at a discounted price of $50 each.  The play starts at 7:30 pm. 

  

  
 

TUESDAY, JULY 17th 
 
 
 

ATTEND THE 7:30 PM PRODUCTION OF 

AS YOU LIKE IT 
OPEN TO MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

$52 PER PERSON 
 

We have reserved 50 “A” seats at a discounted price of $52 each. We have 
also reserved space in the picnic area so that we can gather for a picnic dinner and 

fellowship prior to the play.  You can bring your own picnic from home or you can or-
der one from Bard’s of(icial caterer, Emelle’s Catering.  Information is available on 
the Bard website at:  www.bardonthebeach.com/picnic.  Alcohol not purchased at 

Bard is not permitted on the site.  The bar offers a selection of white and red wines, 
draft beer and cider for purchase. 

 

The Executive Director of Bard, Claire Sakaki, will speak to the group during dinner. 
 

 

The site opens at 6:30, one hour prior to curtain time. 

Registra�on Form 
 

Make cheques for $52.00 per person, payable to the PROBUS CLUB OF VANCOUVER. 

OR 

go to www.probusvancouver.com, click on Ac�vi�es and use our PayPal op�on 

 Take Registra�on Form and payment to the July 10 PROBUS mee�ng or mail to: 

 Doug Blackman, 3844 West 15th Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6R 2Z9. 

 Email: dblackman45@gmail.com for more informa�on. 

  Remember - you are not registered un�l payment is received. 
 

Name___________________________________  E-Mail________________________________ 
 
 

Phone______________________# of �ckets  ______  Cheque enclosed for____________ 

To check that you are registered, go to the Ac�vi�es sec�on of the website. 


