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Presi Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 8 at 9:00 am NEXT MONTH’S SPEAKER
ol t The HR MacMillan Space Centre
B o 6 a September 12: Professor Mark
peter26@telus.net Speaker: Justice Bud Wong (Probus Haden, Adjunct Professor at UBC of
member) Population and Public Health

Past President

Tim Sehmer TP : g :
604-263-7332 Topic: “Reflections by a Judicial Dinosaur

timsehmer@gmail.com on 50 Years in the Law both before and
behind the Bench

Topic: “The curative powers of
Psychedelic and other illegal drugs”
Vice President
Richard Earthy
604-603-3343
rdearthy@telus.net

The Founder of Nature’s Path Foods, Arran Stephens, was to be our August speaker
but he had to make unexpected last minute travel plans. Bill Hooker will try to

?gf‘;eg:g’bkoff reschedule him sometime next year. We are very fortunate that our member, Justice
604-980-9076 Bud Wong, has offered to step up and take his place. Thank you, Bud!

tony.zoobkoff@outlook.com

Justice Randall (Bud) Wong

Treasurer
John Kay
604-261-3760

jkay33@shaw.ca The Honourable Justice Randall (Bud) Wong is a pioneer in

Canadian law. He served as the first Chinese Canadian provin-
| cial Crown Counsel (1967) and became a BC Provincial Court

| judge in 1974. In 1981 he became the first Chinese Canadian
federally appointed judge with his appointment to the British
Columbia County Court. In 1990 he was promoted to a position

Speakers Committee
Bill Hooker
604-261-5604
mayneid@yahoo.com

Membership Committee
Peter Brock

604-727-0380 on Canada's Supreme Court serving the Supreme Courts of
pb@peterbrock.org British Columbia, the Yukon, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut's Court of Jus-
Activities Committee tice.

packicalsk] In 2006 Justice Wong gave an address in Vancouver to the Association of Chinese

604-328-4288 . . . .
jack.zaleski@gmail.com Canadian Professionals, and reflected on the early years of Chinese Canadians

practicing law:

Website and Database

Committee "Even in the 1960s, not many Chinese-Canadians studied law as a career. UBC
o ot Law School only graduated one or two Chinese-Canadians out of a class of sixty

alain.boisset@telus.net  students per year. Andrew Joe was the First Chinese-Canadian who graduated
from UBC Law ... and was the first to be admitted to The Law Society of B.C. Most

Member Services & House

Committee Chinese-Canadian lawyers practised in Chinatown and were primarily solicitors and
S et not litigators. None were employed with major law firms in Vancouver until the late
greenwd@telus.net 1970s."

Newsletter Editor & Wong's parents owned the historic Ovaltine Cafe, and he attributes conversations
g:eilzlsgzzfrey he had while working there, with law enforcement officials with his decision to make
604-263-6780 the law his career.

dlpulfrey@gmail.com

Historian/Archivist

Hugh Lindsay AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING

604-72 0366 THE TIME OF OUR MEETINGS
ughl@telus.net

Starting on August 8, our meetings will begin |15 minutes earlier, at 9:45. This

Counsel
Carl Jonsson change is being made to ensure that those members who park in the Space

Bill Randall Centre lot can get their cars out by the |1:30 deadline set by EasyPark.



mailto:roytwitch@shaw.ca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovaltine_Cafe
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Report of the June 13th Meeting

Attendance: 90+ Members and Guests

Our President, Peter Scott, started the formal meeting at 10
sharp with the customary welcome. He then explained that
with a very full agenda and the need to end the meeting earlier
than usual due to the new parking set up, he was dispensing
with the customary humorous story which was received with
a chorus of boos! Peter quickly reviewed the two upcoming
activities, the visit to the United Flower Growers which sold
out quickly and the Bard on the Beach performance in Sep-
tember. Peter Brock introduced four new members (see page
3). Bill Hooker introduced our speaker, Professor Jess Mclver.
Jess Mclver is an astrophysicist at UBC. She and her team have
been making significant contributions to the world of gravita-
tional wave detections, helping humanity better understand the
universe beyond our solar system. Today, she tried her best to
help us understand too, although sometimes it was a little hard
to keep up!

For centuries, the study of the universe relied solely on the
information gathered through light. However, around six years
ago, some new evidence opened up a new frontier in astrono-
my — gravitational waves. At the core of this ground-breaking
discovery is Einstein's well-supported general theory of relativ-
ity, which describes the warping of space and time. The detec-
tion of these gravitational waves has allowed scientists to ex-
plore phenomena previously hidden from traditional observa-
tions—black holes without companions, dead star cores, and
dark matter.

Gravitational waves are incredibly weakly interacting ripples in
space-time caused by massive objects undergoing extreme mo-
tion, such as colliding black holes or merging neutron stars.
Detecting these elusive waves posed a significant challenge,
given their small effects on surrounding matter. To tackle this
task, scientists from around the globe have worked to develop
a global network of gravitational wave detectors. The interfer-
ometers work by measuring the relative change in the path
length of two arms. When a gravitational wave passes through
the detector, it induces a tiny variation in the relative lengths
of these arms, and the detectors can sense this signal. The
arms are each 4km kilometers long and the vast distance be-
tween the them enhances the amplitude of the signal, allowing
scientists to detect the faintest gravitational waves. There is a
global network of these detectors, LIGO Hanford and LIGO
Livingston in the US, Virgo in Italy, and KAGRA in Japan which
is using very important cryogenic technology. There is a third
LIGO detector currently being built in India. By having as many
of these detectors as far away from each other as possible,
physicists can more accurately triangulate the sources of the
gravitational wave variations.

In 2015, the first direct detection of gravitational waves from a
binary black hole merger made headlines. For the first time,
scientists could observe black holes without relying on light.
The discovery also allowed researchers to calculate the mass-
es of the merging black holes, deepening our understanding of
these mysterious cosmic entities.

Since then, numerous gravitational wave detections have pro-
vided invaluable information about black holes and neutron
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star mergers. Astrophysicists can observe the signatures of
radioactive decay of newly generated heavy elements like gold
and platinum, which have taught them that the neutron star
mergers are a very prominent source for the generation of
these very heavy metals. These gravitational wave detections
have also revealed an entirely new population of heavier black
holes, slowly unveiling the true nature of the “stellar grave-
yard”.

The pandemic cut the last observation period short, but the
team took those few years to upgrade their detectors and
since restarting observations on May 24" of this year, they
already had 19 new gravitational wave event candidates! While
in 2016 they would only detect a new candidate every three
months, they are getting new candidates almost every other
day.

This international undertaking could not happen without the
contributions of over 1000 people from 100 institutions and
20 countries worldwide, including Jess’ UBC astrophysics
group. Canada, in particular, has made significant contributions
to this global effort, with Jess appointed as the nation’s first
deputy spokesperson role in the collaboration.

So, what’s next? Astrophysicists are currently exploring the
possibility of building next-generation detectors with arms up
to 40 kilometers long, a project of immense scale and im-
portance that may allow us to see all the way back to the
dawn of cosmic time, seeing every single stellar mass black
hole merger and tracing the evolution of the galaxy from the
formation of the first structure of matter through to today.
This potentially very important scientific achievement would
be a massive undertaking. For the lasers to work, they need a
straight line. Adjusting for the earth’s curvature, each 40-km
arm could cost about $430 million USD. However, by selec-
tively choosing sites with natural concave geographies, the cost
of building arms for the telescope can be reduced significantly.
Excitingly, many of the possible sites are within the Canadian
Shield, which is incredibly seismically stable. All of potential
sites overlap with unceded Indigenous territories and would
require deep partnerships with the local nations.

Thinking even bigger, scientists are also considering an ambi-
tious project on the scale of the solar system! Laser Interfer-
ometer Space Antenna (LISA) would have three 2.5 million km
-long arms in a triangle and would allow physicists to medium
frequency gravitational waves coming from supermassive black
hole mergers. What about a detector the size of the galaxy? A
project of this scale would allow scientists to reach incredibly
low bass notes through pulsars. Pulsars are the dead cores of
neutron stars that have extremely strong magnetic fields that
power a beam of light. Like a space clock, they are the most
regular objects that astronomers have observed in the uni-
verse so far. Recently, astronomers, including Ingrid Stairs
from UBC, used a network of large radio telescopes around
the world to detect the first evidence of a pulsar’s gravitational
wave signature. John Kay thanked our speaker and presented
her with the customary honourarium
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Rotarians' Investment Club
The Rotarian's Investment Club’s next meeting will be

held on Thursday, September 28. Details will be in the
September Newsletter
Join us for an incredible 3-course dinner prepared by
the yacht club along with a wine pairing, we will re-
view our watchdog report and hear about new stocks
that we may choose to invest in.

We invite prospective members or those who are just
interested in learning a bit more about our club to
come out to one of our meetings. If you would like to
attend, please RSVP by email Gabby Dickert,
Membership Chair at
gabrielledickert@gmail.com, 778-668-9361
Guest fee $100.00. Royal Vancouver Yacht Club,
3811 Point Grey Road, Vancouver.

Welcome To Our New Members

Glenn Faris
Psychiatrist

Kirit Patel
Aerospace Engineer

6rant Taylor
Judge

Theo Bohlmann
Corporate Directorships

PROBUS FRED COTTON BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the Book Club will be
at 9:00 am on Wednesday, September 6, in
The Amenity Room at Elm Park Place, 5700 Larch Street
(at 41st Avenue)

NOTE: NO MEETINGS IN JULY AND AUGUST
The next books we will discuss are:
Sept 6: The Strange Death of Europe by Douglas Murray
Oct. 4: We Are Bellingcat by Eliot Higgins

A list of books read since the Club began in 2008 may be

found on the Club website by clicking the “Book Club” link.

For further information contact Ken Yule at
kjygc@shaw.ca or 604-266-4563

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This is the penultimate message from me and

it has been an interesting year for our club.

When | took over the presidency from Tim,
# . %  our monthly meetings were still hybrid-format
(AR and our in-person attendance was very poor,
averaging fewer than 50 members and guests. | decided
that we needed to return to full in-person format so we
could cancel our monthly Zoom subscription while we
were paying the full rental cost at the Space Centre. While
this was happening we were dealing with a somewhat stub-
born parking company which wanted to end our long-time
arrangement of showing a special permit on our vehicle
dashboards and paying the $5 fee inside the building. Few
members know that for the last several years, the club sub-
sidized the parking by $2 per car at each meeting! The
club paid $7 for each vehicle. Thanks to our treasurer,
John Kay and his encounter with a previous partner in his
firm, who is currently Chairman of the Board of EasyPark,
John was able to resurrect our previous arrangement with
the rate remaining at $7 per vehicle. However, our finan-
cial position does not permit us to continue to subsidize it!
So with a relaxation of Covid protocols and a return to
our previous parking arrangements, we should be seeing
our attendance numbers increasing.
Our membership numbers are beginning to get closer to
our pre-pandemic range which is great news but we cannot
rest on our laurels. We desperately need some younger
members who can take our club into the future. We cur-
rently need a candidate to take over the Activities Com-
mittee at our AGM in September. If you are interested,
please call me.
Our August activity to the United Flower Growers facility
in Burnaby is now fully subscribed. However, our Bard on
the Beach activity on September 26 has lots of space still
available so if you indicated an interest when | asked for a
show of hands recently, now is the time to register on page
4.
Peter Scott—President

SPECIAL NOTE RE: ANNUAL DUES
We will soon be sending out invoices for the annu-
al dues for the renewal of your membership to our
club. The Board has decided that the dues for the
year 2023—2024 will revert back to $80.00, our
pre-Covid rate, with no adjustment for inflation,

notwithstanding many price increases.

When you receive your invoice, we would very
much appreciate receiving payment within 30
days, using one of the simple options outlined on
it.

Thank you.



mailto:gabrielledickert@gmail.com

PROBUS Club of Vancouver August, 2023

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

ATTEND THE 7:30 PM PERFORMANCE OF

ASYOU LIKE IT

OPEN TO MEMBERS AND ONE GUEST—$59 PER PERSON

Dame Frances orders Rosalind to leave Vancouver, as she no longer trusts
her. Rosalind and Celia decide to run away to the Okanagan forest.
Rosalind disguis- 5 es herself as a young man,
Ganymede, and Celia becomes Aliena, his
sister. Touch- stone, a family employee,
goes with them. Meanwhile, Adam, a long-
time de Boys em- ployee, warns Orlando that
Oliver plans to have him killed. They also
escape to the a Okanagan. In the forest,
Ganymede (Rosalind) and Aliena (Celia) meet Silvius and Corin, two local
farmers, and arrange to buy a farm. Nearby, Orlando and Adam stumble
upon Dame Senior, the exiled sister of Dame Frances, and her
companions, who take them in.

We have ordered 40 “A” seats at a discounted price of $59 each. The price
in 2018 was $52 so not much increase! We have also reserved space in the
picnic area prior to the performance and hope to have a celebrity speaker
(Christopher Gaze maybe) address us.
The play starts at 7:30 pm.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FORTHIS EVENT
COST: $59.00 per person
To register with EventBrite click here
Please direct any questions to:
Jack Zaleski at jack.zaleski@gmail.com
Registration will close at 6 pm on Wednesday, September 6th.
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THE PRESIDENTS’ LUNCHWITH BRANDT LOUIE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER I0TH
at The Arbutus Club, 2001 Nanton Avenue.

Morning coffee and tea service will be available from 10:00
Open to members and | guest each
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Don’t miss this opportunity to hear one of Vancouver’s Captains
on Industry tell us how the family business founded by his Grandfa-
ther in 1903 in Chinatown became one of Vancouver’s most diverse

companies, The H.Y. Louie Group, which includes London Drugs,

IGA and other food related businesses.

Following Mr Louie’s presentation will be a fellowship break,
following which a healthy and hearty Gourmet Buffet will be
served. There will be a vegetarian soup, assorted whole wheat
bread and tortilla wraps with a variety of meat, seafood and veg-
etarian fillings, crudités and salad and finishing with assorted
dessert squares and cookies.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FORTHIS EVENT

COST:$29.00 per person
FREE PARKING INCLUDED!!

To register for the lunch click here

Please direct any questions to: Jack Zaleski at jack.zaleski@gmail.com
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